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     (1) The first was ten percent of all one’s 
possessions (Lev. 27:30-33). This was given 
to the Levites for the temple ministry (Num. 
18:20-21).  
     (2) A second tithe was taken from 
whatever produce was left after the first tithe 
was given. This tithe was for the Lord’s feasts 
and sacrifices (Deut. 12:17-18; 14:22). “This 
command was considered by Jewish 
interpreters to be for a second tithe (see Lev. 
27:30 and Num. 18:21 for the first; also the 
note on Mal. 3:8), which was brought to the 
central sanctuary either in kind or in money. 
Apparently the offerer could use a part of this 
tithe for a feast at the sanctuary (vv. 26-27).”  

     (3) Another tithe was taken every 
third year for the welfare of the Levites, 
strangers, orphans and widows (Deut. 14:26-
29). This third tithe may have been separate 
from the second, though we are not certain. At 
any rate, each Jewish family was responsible 
to give not ten percent, but approximately 19 
percent.  

     If the tithe was God’s will for believers 
today, then believers who give ten percent are 
under giving. Because the tithe was required 
in the Old Testament, it was more of an 
income tax  

Because the tithe was required in the Old   

  Continued from issue 9… 

To Whom Should We Give? 

The Local Church 
     “And let the one who is 
taught the word share all 
good things with him who 
teaches” (Gal. 6:6; also 1 
Tim. 5:17-18). If the local 
church is to form a solid home 
base for other ministries of 
outreach, it is only logical that 
it should become a first 
priority for our giving. 

Other Organizations and Individuals 
     This would include missions, para-church 
groups and individuals who are involved in 
these ministries (3 John 5-8). 

Fellow Believers in Need 
     Those unable to support themselves or who 
have faced serious problems are to be helped 
as we are able. Those who refuse to work are 
not to be supported (1 John 3:17; Jam. 2:15-
16; Gal. 6:10; Heb. 10:33-34; 13:1-3 with 2 
Thes. 3:6-10). 

Unbelievers in Need 
     Our first priority is to those who are of the 
household of faith, but we are also to reach out 
to others in need as we are able (Gal. 6:10). 

The Tithe of the Old Testament 
The word “tithe” means “a tenth.” In the 

Old Testament, however, there is good 
evidence that the Old Testament saint was 
required to give at least two tithes and possibly 
even three tithes per year.  
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Testament, it was more of an income tax 
than a gift given under the theocratic 
kingdom of Israel. In fact, the Old Testament 
often speaks of “tithes and offerings” which 
makes this distinction. Frieson says, “that is 
why failure to submit to the ‘whole tithe’ 
could be described as robbing God.” If one 
of God’s people wanted to express his 
worship through a voluntary offering, it had 
to be over and above the two tithes of his 
income which was owed (Deut. 16:6, 11; 1 
Chron. 29:6, 9, 14).  

The New Testament Economy of Giving 
     There is very good evidence the tithe is 
not for believers today. There are godly men 
who teach the tithe, but they are clinging to 
an Old Testament theology that does not 
apply to the church today. The following is 
presented as evidence in support of this 
position. 

     The tithe of the Old Testament was a part 
of the economic system of the Law but the 
New Testament specifically teaches that 
believers are not under law (Rom. 6:14; 7:4, 
6; 8:3; 2 Cor. 3:11; Gal. 3:19-25; 4:21-31). 
There is a two-fold emphasis here.  
     (1) Believers today are not under the 
legal, economic, social, or religious system 
of the Old Testament Law. The Law was a 
temporary system until the coming of Christ. 
The coming of Christ and the New Covenant, 
as it applies to the church, supersedes the 
Old Covenant with a higher law, the law of 
the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus which 
enables believers to fulfill the spiritual and 
righteous requirements of the Law but 
through the leading of the Spirit rather than 
by the imposition of legal regulations. 

     (2) “Law” in Romans 6:14 is anarthrous. 
It is qualitative. It is not talking about just one 
specific law, as the Old Testament Law, but 
any kind of law. This means we are not 
under any kind of legal system of external 
rules or legal regulations which we are to 
keep in relation to our walk with God. 
Though we are not without law, being under 
the law of Christ (1 Cor. 9:21; Gal. 6:2), the  
standard for how much we give in the church 
age is not an amount set by some external 
law or some form of compulsion. This would 
include the tithe either under the Law or 
even before the Law, because either way, 
the moment a definite amount is established 
for believers to give, it becomes a legal and 
external matter rather than a      matter of the 
inner man and the leading of the Spirit of 
God (Rom. 8:14; Gal. 5:1, 18, 24, 25). 

________ 
Ryrie Study Bible, Expanded Edition, NASB, 
footnote, p. 298. 
Garry Frieson, Decision Making and the Will 
of God, Multnomah Press, Portland, 1980,  
p. 357.  

     The New Testament teaches us that 
giving for the church age is to be 
proportionate by the grace work or leading of 
God through the Spirit (2 Cor. 8:1-3, 7; 1 
Cor. 16:2; 9:7). In keeping with this concept, 
when we turn to the New Testament we find 
no New Testament regulation or 
commandment which continues the tithe for 
New Testament believers. The word “tithe” is 
never used in the New Testament as a 
command or regulation for the church. In 
fact, it is used only of historical occurrences 
where it pertained to Israel under the Old 
Testament economy, but never in such a 
way it could imply this is the rule of life for 
the church.  

     Matthew 23:23; Luke 11:42. Both of 
these passages applied to Israel. Christ was 
speaking to Jews who were still at that time 
under the Law. They were also offering 
sacrifices in the temple. 
     Luke 18:12 is merely an historical 
reference of the prayer of a self-righteous 
Pharisee who was still under the Law and 
before the coming of the Spirit and the 
beginning of the church age. 

     Hebrews 7:5-9 is an historical reference 
to Abraham who paid tithes to Melchizedek. 
Some use this as proof the tithe is legitimate 
for today. They say it was pre-law, so it 
should be used as a guideline for all 
dispensations. But there are two things 
wrong with that line of reasoning:  
Other Old Testament practices predated the 
Law, yet they are not used as norms or as 
requirements for the church.  

     (a) The concept of the Sabbath predated 
the law (Heb. 4:3-9), but it has been 
replaced by the first day of the week, and 
even that is not presented as a legal 
requirement.  

     (b) Circumcision also predated the law 
(Rom. 4:9-13), but it has been replaced by 
baptism.  
     (c) Likewise the tithe which also predated 
the law (Heb. 7:5-9), has been replaced by 
proportionate giving (1 Cor. 16:2). To insist 
on a tithe is really a disobedience to the 
direction of 1 Corinthians 16:2.  

     Giving according to a tithe is a hindrance 
to proportionate grace giving as it is 
prescribed in the New Testament. Let me 
explain.  

     Many believers give their tenth and never 
even consider that they could (and perhaps 
should) be giving even more. Actually, to 
demand a tenth from all believers is 
disobedience to the principles set down in 2 
Corinthians 8:12-15 because the tithe may 
become an unequal yoke. By that I mean it 
is a burden to some, and a limitation to 
greater giving by others according to the 
principles of equality and proportionate 
grace giving (1 Cor. 16:1-2). Please note the  

following: 

   (1) Giving ten percent for one man might 
be considered “sowing sparingly” if he was 
giving proportionately. 

     (2) Giving ten percent for another could 
be considered “sowing bountifully,” if he was 
giving proportionately. 
     (3) Giving ten percent for some would be 
giving beyond their ability and could be 
considered sacrificial giving, giving 
“according to what they do not have” (2 Cor. 
8:12; 9:6). 

     (4) In essence this means some are 
being eased of their responsibilities because 
of their abundance and others afflicted by 
the tithe compulsion because of their lack (2 
Cor. 8:13). 

     (5) Proportionate grace giving in the New 
Testament eliminates this and brings about 
what Paul calls “equality” (2 Cor. 8:14-15). 
See the illustration below concerning 
proportionate giving. 
     (6) This means to be a good steward of 
the resources God supplies, the more 
prosperous believers give more out of their 
abundance, not just in dollars but in the 
percentage (20, 30 percent and even more), 
while those with less give a smaller percent, 
one determined out of their walk with the 
Lord.  They may decide to give sacrificially 
as  did the Macedonians, but it should be the 
product of the work of the Spirit of God  and 
not the legal demands of a church that 
insists on the tithe. Indeed, the tithe is an 
unequal yoke. Think about it. If you tithe, you 
may be sowing sparingly. 

Proportionate Giving 
     The big question is, what does it mean to 
give proportionately? How does one 
determine how much (what percent) to give? 
It is easy enough to figure ten percent of 
something, but how much is “as he purposes 
in his heart,” or “as he has been prospered,” 
or “may prosper,” or “if there is a readiness it 
is acceptable according to what a man has 
…” How much is that? 

     (1) It is not a specific amount, or a certain 
percent, but a proportion based on what one 
has, one’s own needs, and on the needs of 
others, including the work of Christ or the 
ministry of the local church. 
     (2) Those who have little may give the 
little they are able (2 Cor. 8:2-3). 

     (3)  Those who have nothing, if there is a 
readiness, are not expected to give anything 
(2 Cor. 8:12). 

     (4)Those who have less than enough 
(genuine needs) are to receive from those 
who have more than enough so there is a 
balancing out, a kind of equality (2 Cor. 
8:13-15). This is not  



socialism or communism which is coercive 
and seeks for a total equality that does away 
with any variations in society based on indi-
vidual differences in hard work, in giftedness, 
and personal incentive (2 Tim. 6:17).  

     (5) God is not asking those who have 
plenty to become poor or burdened that oth-
ers may be made rich (2 Cor. 8:13). The 
equality envisioned here through proportion-
ate giving is twofold:  

         (a) It involves aid to help people through 
a condition of need until they are able to get 
on their feet financially by working (Eph. 4:28; 
2 Thes. 3:10-15). We do not give so others 
can live in ease or have the same standard of 
living as everyone else.  

(b) This creates an equality in the sense 
that those with less give proportionately less 
and those with more give proportionately 
more and are able to carry more of the load in 
giving.                                                                       
                                                                          

     (6) Those who have an abundance are to 
be rich in good works; they are to use their 
abundance liberally in the cause of Christ (2 
Cor. 8:14; 2 Tim. 5:17-18). 

     (7) Increased prosperity should not result 
in a higher and higher standard of living, or 
wasteful spending, but in an increase in giv-
ing, not only in the amount but in the percent 
given. If believers today were committed to 
proportionate giving, many would be giving far 
in excess of ten percent. Statistics show, 
however, that most believers give no more 
than 3-5 percent. 

Definition of Proportionate Giving 
     Proportionate giving is giving in proportion 
to God’s blessing, as a steward who wants to 
invest his life in heavenly treasure. Propor-
tionate giving does not mean just giving more, 
but giving a greater proportion of one’s in-
come—a greater percentage invested in 
God’s work.  

In Proportionate giving: 

     (1) OUR MOTIVE for giving is God’s spiri-
tual blessing, to increase fruitfulness and 
bring glory to God (2 Cor. 9:8-15). 

     (2) OUR MEASURE for giving is God’s 
material blessing (1 Cor. 16:2). 

 

     Illustration of Proportionate Giving 

     Believer A has an income of $20,000 per 
year and he gives ten percent which is 
$2,000. Believer B has an income of $50,000 
per year and he gives ten percent which is 
$5,000. Believer B has given $3,000 more 
per year but this is not proportionately more 
because Believer A has $18,000 left to live 
on and Believer B still has $45,000 left,   

over twice as much. Believer B could give 20 
percent ($10,000) and still have $40,000 left 
to live on which is still over twice as much as 
Believer A. Believer B would then be giving 
not only more, but proportionately more as 
well. 

Promises for the Generous Proportionate 
Giver 

     Luke 16:10-11: Generally, God does not 
entrust more wealth to us to manage until we 
prove faithful with what we have now. 
Second Corinthians 9:8-11: Our giving will 
never be our lack; God will not only resupply 
what we have given, but He will increase our 
giving capacity as we give abundantly. The 
goal here is not increased personal wealth, 
but greater giving. 

Biblical Challenges Regarding Earthly 
Riches 

Where Is Our Treasure? 
Basic Principle: What we treasure is deter-
mined by our perspective or insight to the 
real values of life (Matt. 6:22-23). 

Biblical Insight: Our treasures should be in 
heaven (Matt. 6:19-20). 

Biblical Reasons:  

     (1) Our treasures in heaven are perma-
nent (Matt. 6:20; 1 Pet. 1:4). 

     (2) Our treasures on earth are temporary 
and can be lost. We can’t take earthly treas-
ures with us (Luke 12:20-21; 1 Tim. 6:7). 
     (3) Our treasures on earth are really unful-
filling in that they cannot buy true happiness 
or significance (Isa. 55:1-3; Luke 12:15, 23; 
Eccl. 5:10). 

     (4) Our treasures on earth cannot prolong 
life or give security (Luke 12:16-21). 

     (5) Our treasures determine our pursuits 
and priorities. Without the right treasures, we 
will pursue the wrong things and waste our 
lives (Matt. 6:21; Luke 12:34; 1 Tim. 6:9-10; 
Luke 19:23-26). 

     (6) Our greatest treasure is godliness with 
contentment (1 Tim. 6:6; Heb. 13:5; Phil. 
4:11-12; Prov. 15:17; 16:8; 17:1). 

     Biblical Explanation: Heavenly treasures 
consist of crowns, rewards, and responsibili-
ties given to believers at the judgment seat of 
Christ for faithful stewardship (Luke 19:16-
19; 1 Cor. 3:12-15; 9:25; 1 Thes. 2:19; 2 
Tim. 4:8). The ultimate treasure is glory to 
God (1 Pet. 4:11; Rev. 4:9-11). 

Who Is Our Master?  

    A servant cannot serve two masters. We 
cannot serve God and mammon 
(materialism) (Luke 16:1-13, cf. Matt. 6:24). 

Biblical Reason: It is impossible to hold 
allegiance to two masters at the same time. 
“For either he will hate the one, and love the 
other, or else he will hold to one, and de-
spise the other” (Luke 16:13). 

Biblical Insights: 

(1) Luke 16:1-2: Life is a stewardship and 
we are each servants of God who will be 
held accountable for the way we have used 
our stewardship. Stop thinking like an owner. 
Start thinking like a manager. 

(2) Luke 16:1, 11-12: Are we squandering 
God’s investment in our lives or investing it 
wisely for His glory? 

(3) Luke 16:10: Money, in terms of true 
value, is a “little” thing, however, faithfulness 
in little things (money) is an indicator of our 
faithfulness in big things (eternal values).  

(4) Luke 16:11: The use of money is a test 
of our faithfulness. 

(5) Luke 16:11: Money does not constitute 
true riches. 

(6) Luke 16:12: Money is to be used wisely 
and faithfully as part of our stewardship from 
God. 

(7) Luke 16:12: Money and its acquisition, if 
we are not careful, can become our master. 

Biblical Challenge: 

     (1)  Am I a slave to money and earthly 
treasures? Is it possible that I am and do not 
even know it? We must choose between 
serving money and serving God! 
    (2) Do I sacrifice Christlike qualities and 
responsibilities in my pursuits for earthly 
treasures?  

               (a) Clear conscience;  

               (b) Honesty, moral character;  

               (c) Friendships;  

               (d) Family (wife, husband, children, 
in-laws);  

               (e) Reputation;  

               (f) God’s glory, etc. 

     (3) Do I care more about earthly treas-
ures and money matters than I do about my 
relationship with the Lord and the pursuit of 
the kingdom of heaven?  

              (a) Priorities;  

              (b) Use of my time, how and where 
is it spent;  

              (c) What do I think about most—
money and what I think it will purchase or 
God and my trust in Him? 
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      (4) Do I seek from money and earthly treasures (prestige, power, 
position, pleasure, possessions, etc.) those things that God alone can 
give?  

              (a) Happiness, real joy;  

              (b) Contentment;  

              (c) Peace of mind;  

              (d) Security;  

              (e) Purpose or meaning in life. 

     If your answer is yes to any of the above questions, money has 
become your master to some degree! 

Conclusion 
     Having studied these principles, let’s ask ourselves a question: Am I 
willing to commit myself to these concepts as a way of life in order to 
become a good steward of the grace of God? May God keep us from 
the altar of the golden calf of materialism. 

     And if you address as Father the One who impartially 
judges according to each man’s work, conduct yourselves in 
fear during the time of your stay upon earth; knowing that you 
were not redeemed with perishable things like silver or gold 
from your futile way of life inherited from your forefathers, but 
with precious blood, as of a lamb unblemished and spotless, 
the blood of Christ (1 Pet. 1:17-19). 


