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     The amazed journalist finally asked: 
"How does it feel to come and pray every 
day for over 20 years for these things?"  
 
 "How does it feel?" the old man replied. 
"It feels like I’m talking to a 
wall." [Jerusalem Post, October 1979, 
Brian Cohen] 
 
     I am sure that praying at that wall got 
old, but at least, HE WAS COMMITTED 
TO DOING IT! 
 
     In our text, Matthew 10:34-39, Jesus 
speaks of true commitment to Him. He is 
talking about loyalty, allegiance, 
dedication, etc. 
 
     V. 34 “Do not suppose that I have 
come to bring peace to the earth. I did 
not come to bring peace but a sword.” 
 
     On the surface, these words sound bad. 
We might think, “But I thought Jesus was 
the prince of peace? Why would He want 
to bring a sword or fighting?” 
 
     The point of the text is that if we are 
truly committed followers of Christ we 
will make some enemies in this world! 
Some people will not like us because of 
our faith, etc. Some people don’t like good 
people! They don’t like do-gooders or 
Christian people of any kind! 
 
     After all, did not the people of Jesus’ 
day crucify Him? And no one was better 
or did better than Jesus. How then can  

     INTRODUCTION - A journalist was 
assigned to the Jerusalem bureau of his 
newspaper. He got an apartment 
overlooking the Wailing Wall. After several 
weeks he realized that whenever he looked 
at the wall he saw an old Jewish man 
praying vigorously.  
 
     The journalist 
wondered whether 
there was a 
publishable story here. 
He went down to the 
wall, introduced 
himself and said: "I 
see that you come 
every day to the wall. 
What are you praying 
for?"  
 
     The old man replied: "What am I praying 
for? In the morning I pray for world peace, 
and then I pray for the brotherhood of man. 
I go home, have a glass of tea, and I come 
back to the wall to pray for the eradication 
of illness and disease from the earth."  
 
  The journalist was taken by the old man’s 
sincerity and persistence. "You mean you 
have been coming to the wall to pray every 
day for these things?" The old man nodded.  
 
     "How long have you been coming to the 
wall to pray for these things?"  
 
  The old man became reflective and then 
replied: "How long? Maybe twenty, twenty-
five years."  

W
.L

.A
. 

L
IV

IN
G

 W
O

R
D

 C
H

R
IS

T
IA

N
 C

E
N

T
E

R
 

Volume 11, Issue 17                            October 16, 2006 



we expect different treatment in this 
world? 
  
     John 15:18-19 “If the world hates 
you, keep in mind that it hated me 
first. If you belonged to the world, it 
would love you as its own. As it is, you 
do not belong to the world, but I have 
chosen you out of the world. That is 
why the world hates you.” 
 
     ILLUSTRATION - From our 
perspective, no one could say anything 
bad about Billy Graham. I don’t think 
anyone has ever accused him of 
wrongdoing….of any kind. But I 
suspect that down through the years 
Billy Graham has received some 
negative, nasty mail and perhaps even 
some hate mail. WHY? BECAUSE OF 
THE STAND HE HAS TAKEN FOR 
CHRIST ALL HIS LIFE. 
 
Matt. 10:35-36 “For I have come to 
turn " a man against his father, a 
daughter against her mother, a 
daughter-in-law against her mother-
in-law— a man’s enemies will be the 
members of his own household.” 
 
     Jesus did not purposely want to cause 
trouble in any household. Be that father 
and son, daughter and mother, etc. But if 
a person makes a strong commitment to 
Christ it may well cause some trouble or 
division in the home. 
 
     We have heard stories of Orthodox 
Jews accepting Christ as their Savior 
and then their whole family would 
disown them. That does happen in some 
places and countries. If a person chooses 
to follow Christ, they may be 
completely ousted by their family and 
friends! I have seen this in Pakistan.  
 
     Matthew 10:37 “Anyone who loves 
his father or mother more than me is 
not worthy of me; anyone who loves 
his son or daughter more than me is 
not worthy of me.” 
 
     Jesus didn’t say we couldn’t or 
shouldn’t love our family members. He 
was just saying that we should love Him 
most of all! And when you consider 
everything He has done for us and will  

do for us, that is not asking too much of 
us.  
 
     True commitment to Christ means 
that we will love Him most of all and 
put Him first over all! 
  
     ILLUSTRATION - A missionary 
society wrote to David Livingstone 
(missionary to Africa – 1813-1873) and 
asked, "Have you found a good road to 
where you are? If so, we want to know 
how to send other men to join you." 
Livingstone wrote back, "If you have 
men who will come only if they know 
there is a good road, I don’t want them. 
I want men who will come if there is no 
road at all." That’s true commitment. 
[Livingston Memoirs, Henry Moffat, 
1882, Pg. 37] 
 
     Let’s consider some important areas 
where we need a greater commitment to 
Christ. 1- Worship 2- Work 
 
I. COMMITMENT TO 
WORSHIP 
 
     Heb. 10:22 “Let us draw near to 
God with a sincere heart in full 
assurance of faith, having our hearts 
sprinkled to cleanse us from a guilty 
conscience and having our bodies 
washed with pure water.” “Let us 
draw near to God.”  
 
     That’s worship. Normally, we think 
in terms of “going to church” in order to 
worship God. But true worship starts 
at home.  
 
     ILLUSTRATION - It is said that a 
bird can go nine days without food. 
     A man twelve days.  
     A dog twenty days. 
     A turtle five hundred days. 
     A snake eight hundred days. 
     A fish one thousand days. 
     Insects twelve hundred days. 
 
     Wow! We certainly wouldn’t want to 
be an insect. Aren’t you glad that you 
are higher on the creation scale than an 
insect? 
 
     Even though we humans may be able 

to go 12 days without food, we won’t! 
We often don’t even want to go four 
hours without food.  
 
     What’s your favorite food? Beef 
steak? Fish? Catfish? Salad? Chinese? 
Italian? Mexican? American? OR ALL 
OF THE ABOVE? 
 
     We all have our favorite foods and 
favorite eating places. I love most 
places here in Los Angeles, but recently, 
I told my wife, Elia, I wanted to go to 
Olive Garden for some of that good, hot 
bread they serve. We did and I ate two 
baskets. Well, we shared two baskets! 
Bread for the body but what about bread 
for the soul? 
 
     Matthew 6:25 “Therefore I tell 
you, do not worry about your life, 
what you will eat or drink; or about 
your body, what you will wear. Is not 
life more important than food, and 
the body more important than 
clothes?” 
 
     Our actions often say that nothing is 
more important than food and clothing, 
but Jesus said there was more to life!  
 
     In Matthew 4 Jesus was hungry after 
fasting 40 days and nights. Satan 
tempted Jesus by saying, “If you are 
the Son of God, command these 
stones to become bread.”  
 
     Matthew 4:4 “Jesus answered 
Satan, "It is written: ’Man does not 
live on bread alone, but on every 
word that comes from the mouth of 
God.’" 
  
     True spiritual nutrition comes 
from the Word of God. We get 
nourishment from scripture that we 
can’t get anywhere else. 
 
     ILLUSTRATION - One concerned 
young man wrote: “ I’m 15, and I’ve 
been a Christian for years. I don’t 
struggle with porn addiction or swearing 
or some of the other problems guys 
have. I try to be a good person, yet I feel 
as if I’m falling away from God. Even 
though I pray every day, I rarely read 
my Bible. I haven’t even opened it in a  
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should go by that we don’t read a portion of God’s 
Word, at least a small portion. 
 
     The Word of God is powerful! It can do for us what 
we cannot do for ourselves! It can shape our lives and fill 
our hearts like nothing else can do! It is the living, 
eternal Word of God! 
 
     Of course, personal worship is also a matter of prayer 
and praise.  
 
     "A friend is one who knows us, but loves us anyway." 
- Jerome Cummings     Do you have a friend like this? 
Yes, you do, whether you realize it or not. The Lord 
Jesus is the BEST friend you have. He is always there for 
you. Always rooting for you even when you’re down and 
out. He loves you no matter how bad you fall or fail. 
Consequently, it seems only reasonable that we should 
want to spend time talking to Him. 
 
     I can’t encourage you enough to talk to the Lord 
continuously throughout the day…whispering prayers of 
all kinds….asking, seeking, blessing others, praising 
Him for His goodness and gifts. THE MORE WE 
BLESS HIM, THE MORE HE’LL BLESS US! 

Continued in next edition... 

     relationship with Christ, but I feel too long time. I really 
desire a strong  busy to do anything about it.” [Faith Weaver, 
September 1998, Pg.13] 
 
     What a bright 15 year-old! He recognized his need for 
Bible reading and that the lack of it was causing him a 
spiritual loss. 
 
     Busyness is a definite spiritual killer. And even though we 
may pray with some regularity we must also read. 
Communing with God is not a one-sided deal or should not 
be. We must not do ALL the talking as if we had all the 
answers to life. We need to be listening as well.  
 
     We need to be listening to what God has to say. HE HAS 
ALL THE RIGHT ANSWERS TO LIFE, which are contained 
in Scripture. 
 
     ILLUSTRATION - Douglas MacArthur had the right idea. 
He wrote: “Believe me, sir, never a night goes by, be I ever so 
tired, but I read the Word of God before I go to bed.” [More 
Than a General, 1963, Pg. 137] He must have known 
something that we don’t.  
 
     We all need a greater commitment to Christ in our personal 
worship and this includes Bible reading and study. Not a day 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
UP-COMING MINISTRY OUTREACH  

 
 Youth Prison Ministry         Phil Burno October 21  Norwalk., CA 
 
 L.A. Mission          Phil Burno October 27 

 

2006 MISSION TRIPS 
 

 Zimbabwe Nov 9-18  Pastor Eddie        Covington Seminary 
   
 Honduras Nov 27 - Dec. 2 Pastor Eddie & Elia        Covington Seminary 
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