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Due to an oversight, Deeper Studies #1-
#4 were omitted from the Talmid News-
letters (May 2007). We are providing
these studies as supplements to our
regular issue.

We apologize for any confusion or
inconvenience this may have caused you.

THE REVELATION OF
JESUS,
THE SHEPHERD OF LIFE
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DEEPER STUDY #1

Kingdom of God

(Matthew 19:23-24) Kingdom of
Heaven: the Kingdom of Heaven evidently
means the same thing as the Kingdom of
God, eternal life, and salvation. The King-
dom of Heaven and the Kingdom of God
are interchanged when Jesus says, "a rich
man shall hardly enter into the King-
dom of Heaven" (Matthew 19:23) or
"Kingdom of God" (Matthew 19:24).
Eternal life (Matthew 19:26) and salvation
(Matthew 19:25) belong to the very same
concept. Eternity and salvation, the King-
dom of God and the Kingdom of Heaven,
is the very subject being discussed in Mat-
thew 19:16-30. Having eternal life, being
saved, or entering into the Kingdom of
God or of Heaven is more difficult for a
rich man than for a camel to go through the

eye of a needle.

The Kingdom of Heaven and of God is
revealed in four different stages through-
out history.

1. There is the spiritual kingdom that is at
hand; it is present right now (Matthew
4:17; Matthew 12:28).

a. The present kingdom refers to God's
rule and reign and authority in the lives
of believers.

"The eyes of your understanding be-
ing enlightened; that ye may know
what is the hope of his calling, and
what the riches of the glory of his
inheritance in the saints, and what is
the exceeding greatness of his power
to us-ward who believe, according to
the working of his mighty power,
which he wrought in Christ, when he
raised him from the dead, and set
him at his own right hand in the
heavenly places, far above all princi-
pality, and power, and might, and
dominion, and every name that is
named, not only in this world, but
also in that which is to come: and
hath put all things under his feet,
and gave him to be the head over all
things to the church, which is his
body, the fulness of him that filleth
all in all" (Ephes. 1:18-23).




"Let this mind be in you, which was also in
Christ Jesus: who, being in the form of God,
thought it not robbery to be equal with God:
but made himself of no reputation, and took
upon him the form of a servant, and was
made in the likeness of men: and being found
in fashion as a man, he humbled himself, and
became obedient unto death, even the death
of the cross. Wherefore God also hath highly
exalted him, and given him a name which is
above every name: that at the name of Jesus
every knee should bow, of things in heaven,
and things in earth, and things under the
earth; and that every tongue should confess
that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God
the Father" (Phil. 2:5-11).

""Who hath delivered us from the power of
darkness, and hath translated us into the
kingdom of his dear Son" (Col. 1:13).

b. The present kingdom is offered to the world
and to men in the person of Jesus Christ.

c¢. The present kingdom must be received as a
little child.

"But when Jesus saw it, he was much dis-
pleased, and said unto them, Suffer the little
children to come unto me, and forbid them
not: for of such is the kingdom of

God" (Mark 10:14-15).

d. The present kingdom is experienced only by
the new birth.

"Jesus answered and said unto him, Verily,
verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be born
again, he cannot see the kingdom of

God" (John 3:3).

e. The present kingdom is entered now and
must be received now.

"Whether of them twain did the will of his
father? They say unto him, The first. Jesus
saith unto them, Verily say unto you, That the
publicans and the harlots go into the kingdom
of God before you" (Matthew 21:31).

"Verily I say unto you, Whosoever shall not

receive the kingdom of God as a little child, he
shall not enter therein" (Mark 10:15).

f. The present kingdom is a spiritual, life-changing
blessing.

"For the kingdom of God is not meat and drink;
but righteousness, and peace, and joy in the Holy
Ghost" (Romans 14:17).

g. The present kingdom is to be the first thing
sought by believers.

"But seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his
righteousness; and all these things shall be added
unto you' (Matthew 6:33).

2. There is the professing kingdom that is also in this
present age. It refers to modern day Christianity in
every generation. It pictures what the Kingdom of
Heaven or professing Christianity is like, and what pro-
fessing Christianity will be like between Christ's first
coming and His return. This imperfect state is what is
called "the mysteries of the kingdom of heaven"
(Matthew 13:1-52, Matthew 13:11).

""Another parable put he forth unto them, saying,
The kingdom of heaven is likened unto a man
which sowed good seed [good men] in his field:
but while men slept, his enemy came and sowed
tares [evil men] among the wheat, and went his
way'" (Matthew 13:24-25).

3. There is the millennial kingdom that is future. It is
the actual rule of Christ or the government of Christ that
is to come to this earth for a thousand years.

a. The millennial kingdom is the kingdom predicted
by Daniel.

""And in the days of these kings shall the God of
heaven set up a kingdom, which shall never be
destroyed: and the kingdom shall not be left to
other people, but it shall break in pieces and con-
sume all these kingdoms, and it shall stand for
ever'" (Daniel 2:44).

"But the saints of the most High shall take the
kingdom, and possess the kingdom for ever, even
for ever and ever....Until the Ancient of days




came, and judgment was given to the saints of
the most High; and the time came that the
saints possessed the kingdom....And the king-
dom and dominion, and the greatness of the
kingdom under the whole heaven, shall be
given to the people of the saints of the most
High, whose kingdom is an everlasting King-
dom, and all dominions shall serve and obey
him" (Daniel 7:18, 22, 27).

b. The millennial kingdom is the kingdom
promised to David.

""And when thy days be fulfilled, and thou
shalt sleep with thy fathers, I will set up thy
seed after thee, which shall proceed out of thy
bowels, and I will establish his king-
dom....And thine house and thy kingdom shall
be established for ever before thee: thy throne
shall be established for ever" (2 Samuel 7:12,
16).

"I have made a covenant with my chosen, I
have sworn unto David my servant, thy seed
will I establish for ever, and build up thy
throne to all generations" (Psalm 89:3-4).

"In that day shall the LORD defend the in-
habitants of Jerusalem; and he that is feeble
among them at that day shall be as David;
and the house of David shall be as God, as the
angel of the LORD before them" (Zech. 12:8).

¢. The millennial kingdom is the kingdom pic-
tured by John.

"And I saw thrones, and they sat upon them,
and judgment was given unto them: and I
saw the souls of them that were beheaded for
the witness of Jesus, and for the word of God,
and which had not worshipped the beast, nei-
ther his image, neither had received his mark
upon their foreheads, or in their hands; and
they lived and reigned with Christ a thousand
years. But the rest of the dead lived not again
until the thousand years were finished. This is
the first resurrection. Blessed and holy is he
that hath part in the first resurrection: on
such the second death hath no power, but
they shall be priests of God and of Christ, and

shall reign with him a thousand years" (Rev.
20:4-6).

4. There is the perfect kingdom of the new heaven and
earth that is future.

a. The eternal kingdom is the rule and reign of
God in a perfect universe for all eternity.

"Let not your heart be troubled: ye believe in
God, believe also in me. In my Father's house
are many mansions: if it were not so, I would
have told you. I go to prepare a place for you.
And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will
come again, and receive you unto myself; that
where I am, there ye may be also" (John 14:1-3).

"Then cometh the end, when he shall have deliv-
ered up the kingdom to God, even the Father;
when he shall have put down all rule and all au-
thority and power" (1 Cor. 15:24).

"But the day of the Lord will come as a thief in
the night; in the which the heavens shall pass
away with a great noise, and the elements shall
melt with fervent heat, the earth also and the
works that are therein shall be burned up. See-
ing then that all these things shall be dissolved,
what manner of persons ought ye to be in all
holy conversation and godliness, looking for and
hasting unto the coming of the day of God,
wherein the heavens being on fire shall be dis-
solved, and the elements shall melt with fervent
heat? Nevertheless we, according to his promise,
look for new heavens and a new earth, wherein
dwelleth righteousness" (2 Peter 3:10-13).

"And I saw a new heaven and a new earth: for
the first heaven and the first earth were passed
away" (Rev. 21:1).

b. The eternal kingdom is the perfect state of being
for the believer in the future.

"Now this I say, brethren, that flesh and blood
cannot inherit the kingdom of God; neither doth
corruption inherit incorruption" (1 Cor. 15:50).

""And God shall wipe away all tears from their
eyes; and there shall be no more death, neither




sorrow, nor crying, neither shall there be any
more pain: for the former things are passed
away. And he that sat upon the throne said,
Behold, I make all things new. And he said
unto me, Write: for these words are true and
faithful" (Rev. 21:4-5).

c¢. The eternal kingdom is an actual place into
which believers are to enter sometime in the fu-
ture.

""And I say unto you, That many shall come
from the east and west, and shall sit down
with Abraham, and Isaac, and Jacob, in the
kingdom of heaven" (Matthew 8:11).

d. The eternal kingdom is a gift of God that will
be given in the future.

"Fear not, little flock; for it is your Father's
good pleasure to give you the king-
dom" (Luke 12:32).
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