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STUDY TO SHEW THYSELF APPROVED UNTO GOD, A WORKMAN THAT NEEDETH NOT TO BE ASHAMED, RIGHTLY

2 TIMOTHY 2:15

DIVIDING THE WORD OF TRUTH.

Talmid 792%n a Hebrew word that means “a true disciple who desires to be what
the Rabbi Jesus is.”

Whoever claims to live in Him must walk as Jesus did. 1 John 2:6 (NIV)

Preaching is the first call of the minister

Mark 2:1-12
Pastor Eddie Ildefonso

Preaching is the first
call of the minister.

Jesus' Power to Forgive Sin

Sin, Mark 2:1-12

(Mark 2:1-12) Introduction: the man
who seeks forgiveness of sins—truly seeks
with a desperation that will not quit—wiill
be forgiven. This is the great lesson
learned from the man with palsy.

Jesus returned to Capernaum many
months later (v. 1-2).

The prerequisite to being forgiven (v. 3-
4).

The reality of being forgiven (v.5).

The question aroused by being forgiven
(v. 6-7).

The source of being forgiven (v. 8-11).
The impact of being forgiven (v. 12).

A. (Mark 2:1-2) Preaching— Min-
ister— Mission: Jesus returned to
Capernaum after many months of
preaching throughout Galilee

(Mark 1:39).

The preaching tour had lasted about
twelve months. He apparently returned to
Peter's house; and as always, the news

and Its Impact: Forgiveness of

spread quickly, and the crowds began to
gather and flood the house.

Note what Jesus did. He went about His
primary mission: '""He preached the
Word to them." No doubt some had come
for ministry, that is, to have some need met
or to be healed; and some had come out of
curiosity. However, note what Jesus did
first of all. He did the main work of God:
He proclaimed the Word of God to men
who were lost eternally.

B. (Mark 2:3-4) Forgiveness—
Perseverance— Faith—
Invitation: the prerequisite to
being forgiven was clearly
demonstrated by what happened.

1. The man came to Jesus. Actually,
this man was brought to Jesus by four
other men carrying him on a cot-like pal-
let. Note two significant things.

a. The man was desperate for help
and very hopeful, having heard
about Jesus.

b. The man was counted as a very
dear person by the four men.
This is indicated by the extreme
action they took to reach Jesus.

The point is clear: the first prerequisite
to forgiveness is coming to Jesus. A person
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must come to Jesus for forgiveness, even if he has to
be brought. Compare the invitation of God to
"come':

"Come now, and let us reason together, saith
the LORD: though your sins be as scarlet,
they shall be as white as snow; though they be
red like crimson, they shall be as

wool" (Isaiah 1:18).

""Ho, every one that thirsteth, come ye to the
waters, and he that hath no money; come ye,
buy, and eat; yea, come, buy wine and milk
without money and without price" (Isaiah
55:1).

"Come unto me, all ye that labour and are
heavy laden, and I will give you

rest" (Matthew 11:28).

""And the Spirit and the bride say, Come. And
let him that is athirst come. And whosoever
will, let him take the water of life

freely" (Rev. 22:17).

(Cp. also Genesis 7:1; Matthew 22:4; Luke
14:17.)

2. The man and his friends possessed a sincere,
desperate faith in Jesus' power—a faith that would
not quit (see Deeper Study #1 - Mark 2:4 for dis-
cussion. Also cp. James 2:26 where faith without
works [action] is said to be dead, not really exist-

ing.)

"If thou canst believe, all things are possible
to him that believeth" (Mark 9:23).

Deeper Study #1 (Mark 2:4) Houses -

Persevering Faith

(Mark 2:4) Houses— Persevering Faith: many
houses of Jesus' day had an outside stairway that
climbed up to a second floor. The roof was easily
reached from this stairway. The roof was flat and
made of tile-like rocks matted together with a straw
and clay-like substance. The roofs were sturdy
enough for people to sit upon and carry on evening
conversations and other activities. These men dug
and scooped out an opening through the roof. They
were so sure of Jesus' power to help, nothing was
going to prevent them from getting to Jesus—they
had an unstoppable faith.

C. (Mark 2:5) Forgiveness: the reality of be-
ing forgiven. Note what happened.

1. Jesus saw their faith (pistis)}—the faith of the man
himself and the faith of the four men who brought him.
The faith of the friends played a large part in the man's
being healed and in his receiving forgiveness of sins.

""We then that are strong ought to bear the infir-
mities of the weak, and not to please our-

selves' (Romans 15:1).

"Bear ye one another's burdens, and so fulfill the
law of Christ" (Galatians 6:2).

""And let us not be weary in well doing: for in due
season we shall reap, if we faint not" (Galatians
6:9).

"I was eyes to the blind, and feet was I to the
lame. I was a father to the poor: and the cause
which I knew not I search out" (Job 29:15-16).
"She stretcheth out her hand to the poor; yea,
she reacheth forth her hands to the

needy" (Proverbs 31:20).

"But a certain Samaritan, as he journeyed, came
where he was: and when he saw him, he had
compassion on him, and went to him, and bound
up his wounds, pouring in oil and wine, and set
him on his own beast, and brought him to an inn,
and took care of him" (Luke 10:33-34).

2. Jesus proclaimed forgiveness of the man's sins.
Forgiving the man's sins was far more important than
healing him (Mark 2:10). A sound body assures life for
only a few years at most; a sound soul assures life for-
ever (see below Deeper Study #2 - Matthew 26:28 for
more discussion).

a. Jesus forgave the man's sins first. By so
doing He taught that the most important thing
in a man's life is for a man to seek forgiveness
of sins. A man should always seek to be for-
given before anything else. Jesus wishes man
to live eternally, not just for a few short years.
But before he can live eternally, man must
willingly come to Jesus for forgiveness of
sins.

b. Jesus proclaimed forgiveness in tenderness
and compassion. When a man comes to Jesus
for forgiveness, Jesus does not..................

accuse the man of past sins.




find fault with the man: what he
has done—why he has come—
from where he has come.

begrudge or hesitate in forgiving
the man.

When a man comes to Jesus, Jesus re-
sponds tenderly and compassionately. This
is seen in the word "son." In the Greek
"son" (teknon) means child. Looking
upon the man lying at His feet, Jesus saw a
child, and Jesus responded to the man just
as any of us would respond to a child lying
helpless at our feet—tenderly and compas-
sionately.

c. Jesus proclaimed forgiveness in His own
authority. It is critical to see this. He did
not say, "God, forgive this man," or "God,
I wish You would forgive this man." Jesus
said, "Child, thy sins be forgiven thee."
He forgave the sins Himself, in His own
name, by His own power and authority.

The point is unmistakable. Jesus is proclaiming
to be God, the very Son of God, and the people un-
derstand exactly what He is doing (Mark 2:6-7).

Thought 1. Combine the two points:

(1) Jesus proclaims forgiveness, tenderly
and compassionately, and ...

(2) He possesses the power to forgive sins
because He is truly the Son of God. A man
becomes a fool if he does not come to Jesus
for forgiveness of sins.

"Him hath God exalted with his right hand to
be a Prince and a Saviour, for to give repen-
tance to Israel, and forgiveness of sins" (Acts
5:31).

"Be it known unto you therefore, men and
brethren, that through this man is preached
unto you the forgiveness of sins' (Acts 13:38).

"In whom we have redemption through his
blood, the forgiveness of sins, according to the
riches of his grace" (Ephes. 1:7).

DEEPER STUDY # 2
(Matthew 26:28) Forgiveness (Remission) (aphesis):
to send off, to send away. The wrong is cut out, sent off,
and sent away from the wrongdoer. The sin is separated
from the sinner.

There are four main ideas in the Biblical con-
cept of forgiveness.

1. There is the idea of why forgiveness is needed.
Forgiveness is needed because of wrongdoing and guilt
and the penalty arising from both (cp. Romans 3:23;
Romans 6:23; Romans 8:1).

2. There is the idea of a once-for-all forgiveness, a
total forgiveness. A man is once-for-all forgiven when
he receives Jesus Christ as his Savior. Belief in Jesus
Christ is the only condition for being forgiven once-for-
all (Ephes. 1:7; Romans 4:5-8).

3. There is the idea of forgiveness that maintains
fellowship. Fellowship exists between God as Father
and the believer as His child. When the child does
wrong, the fellowship is disturbed and broken. The con-
dition for restoring the fellowship is confessing and for-
saking the sin (Psalm 66:18; Proverbs 28:13; 1 John
1:7).

4. There is the idea of a releasing from guilt. This is
one of the differences between man forgiving a man and
God forgiving a man. A man may forgive a person for
wronging him, but he can never remove the guilt that
his friend feels. And often he cannot remove the resent-
ment he feels within his own heart. Only God can re-
move the guilt and assure the removal of resentment,
and God does both. God forgives and erases the guilt
and resentment (Psalm 51:2; Psalm 103:12; 1 John
1:9).

D. (Mark 2:6-7) Blasphemy— Forgiveness:

the question aroused by being forgiven.
Apparently, the ruling body in Jerusalem, the San-
hedrin, had heard about a prophet in Galilee who was
carrying on an unusual ministry. Unbelievable miracles
were being claimed. The prophet, who called Himself
Jesus of Nazareth, needed to be checked out to make
sure He was not teaching error and misleading the peo-
ple; not threatening insurrection against the Jewish re-
ligion and nation which was under Roman domination.

The Sanhedrin sent a delegation to Capernaum to
investigate Jesus. The Scribes mentioned in these verses




are that delegation. When the Scribes heard Jesus
forgive the man's sins, they immediately saw the
point Jesus was making. They began to reason in
their minds and hearts: "Why does this man blas-
pheme? Who can forgive sins but God only? Is He
claiming to be God? The promised Messiah?" (See
below Deeper Study #3 - Mark 3:22.)

Thought 1. The question was logical and rea-

sonable.
1) Most people and religions in the world
ask the very same question: "Who can
forgive sins but God only?" They view
Jesus only as a prophet or some great
man. In their minds He could never pos-
sess the right or power to forgive sins.

2) Some in the world simply ask, "Who
can forgive sins?'" And they rejoice
when they find out that Jesus is the Son of
God and that He does forgive sins.

"For God so loved the world, that he gave his
only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth
in him should not perish, but have everlasting
life"" (John 3:16).

"Jesus heard that they had cast him out; and
when he had found him, he said unto him,
Dost thou believe on the Son of God? He an-
swered and said, Who is he, Lord, that I
might believe on him? And Jesus said unto
him, Thou hast both seen him, and it is he
that talketh with thee" (John 9:35-37).

"Jesus said unto her, I am the resurrection,
and the life: he that believeth in me, though
he were dead, yet shall he live: and whosoever
liveth and believeth in me shall never die. Be-
lievest thou this? She saith unto him, yea,
Lord: I believe that thou art the Christ, the
Son of God, which should come into the
world" (John 11:25-27).

Thought 2. Note: If Jesus was not the Son of
God, then the Scribes were correct. Jesus was
speaking blasphemy. However, since He is
the Son of God, He truly forgave the man's
sins. The conclusion is glorious: He can for-
give our sins, too.

"Then Peter said unto them, Repent, and be

baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus
Christ for the remission of sins, and ye shall re-
ceive the gift of the Holy Ghost'" (Acts 2:38).

DEEPER STUDY #3

(Mark 3:22) Religionists— Jesus Christ, Opposed:
the religionists were bitter, stinging, rough, and cutting
in their accusations against Jesus. ""He hath a devil and
is mad" (John 10:20). He is a "Samaritan and has a
devil" (John 8:48); He is born out of wedlock (John
8:41). He is "greedy, alcoholic, a friend of sin-

ners' (Luke 7:34).

Why did the religionists (Pharisees, Sadducees, and
Scribes) oppose Jesus so vehemently? There were sev-
eral reasons.

1. Religion gives a sense of security. It is the opium
of the people, as Karl Marx said. It makes a person se-
cure and comfortable with himself. Therefore, a truly
professional and committed religionist opposes anything
that threatens the security he has found.

2. Religionists oppose change. Every true religionist
believes his way is the way, the truth, and the life. There
IS no reason to change so long as one's needs are being
met.

3. Religion can lead to position, pride, and a sense of
importance. One of the most difficult things in the
world is for a person to give up his position and admit
he is wrong. To do so is to deny his importance. Think
about it—for this is exactly what Christ demands of
every man (Luke 9:23). This is the reason so many of
the gifted and the powerful of the world reject Christ
and become hostile to Him.

DEEPER STUDY # 4

(Matthew 9:3) Blasphemy (blasphémeo): to blas-
pheme, slander, insult, rail at, revile, reproach. Jesus
was claiming to do what only God could do—forgive
sins.

E. (Mark 2:8-11) Forgiveness: the source of
being forgiven.

Jesus revealed His power to forgive sins in four
strong steps.

1. Jesus revealed that He knew the human heart: ex-




actly what man thinks, his motives and reasonings.

2. Jesus revealed His God-like wisdom and fear-
lessness. He suggested that He be tested with the
impossible.

3. Jesus stated His purpose: to prove that He is
the Son of Man.

4. Jesus proved His power to forgive sins. He
must be able to forgive sins, for He healed the man
and caused the man to arise and walk. His power is
indisputable.

Note the proof of His power to forgive sins.

a. Jesus willed the man to walk. He simply
spoke the Word "arise," and the man
arose and walked. The power was in Je-
sus' will and Word. His will is His Word,
and His Word is His will.

b. It follows, then, that if Jesus wills to for-
give sins, all He has to do is speak the
Word, " Thy sins are forgiven"; and the
sins are forgiven. (Cp. Ephes. 1:7; 1
John 1:9; 1 John 2:1-2; Acts 5:31; Acts
13:38; Luke 24:47.)

""Who his own self bare our sins in his own
body on the tree, that we, being dead to sins,
should live unto righteousness: by whose
stripes ye were healed" (1 Peter 2:24).

"Who forgiveth all thine iniquities; who
healeth all thy diseases'" (Psalm 103:3).

"But he was wounded for our transgressions,
he was bruised for our iniquities: the chastise-
ment of our peace was upon him; and with his
stripes we are healed" (Isaiah 53:5).

"Let the wicked forsake his way, and the un-
righteous man his thoughts: and let him re-
turn unto the Lord, and he will have mercy
upon him; and to our God, for he will abun-
dantly pardon" (Isaiah 55:7).

F. (Mark 2:12) Witnessing— Faithfulness:
the impact of being forgiven.

1. The man walked before all as a living testi-
mony to the power of Jesus to forgive and heal a
man's whole being.

2. The crowds marveled and praised God.

Thought: Jesus forgives the sin of any man,
no matter how terrible the sin. When a man's sins
are forgiven, it should dramatically affect both
him and those who know him. However, the
great tragedy is that few pay attention to the
claim that sins are forgiven. They ignore the fact
and go on their merry way, continuing to walk in
the selfishness of this world (cp. 1 John 2:15-
16).

""And the things that thou hast heard of me
among many witnesses, the same commit thou to
faithful men, who shall be able to teach others
also" (2 Tim 2:2).

"But sanctify the Lord God in your hearts: and
be ready always to give an answer to every man
that asketh you a reason of the hope that is in you
with meekness and fear" (1 Peter 3:15).
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