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Due to an oversight, Deeper Studies #1-
#4 were omitted from the Talmid News-
letters (May 2007). We are providing
these studies as supplements to our
regular issue.

We apologize for any confusion or
inconvenience this may have caused you.

THE REVELATION OF
JESUS,
THE SHEPHERD OF LIFE
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DEEPER STUDY # 4
Sheep without a Shepherd

(Mark 6:34) Shepherd— Sheep: the dan-
ger is losing sight of people who are as
sheep without a shepherd. Again the scene
is descriptive. As the boat approached the
shore, Jesus stood in the boat watching the
multitude clamoring for space on the sea-
shore. He needed rest, and the disciples
needed rest even more. But He was not
annoyed or irritated with the people. Con-
trariwise, He was moved with deep, in-
tense compassion because the people were
as sheep without a shepherd. He could not
turn from them. He could not send them
away despite the need for rest. He could do

only one thing. He had to meet their need,
He had to teach them, so He began "to
teach them many things."

Note: when Jesus saw the multitude, He
said, "They were as sheep without a
shepherd."

He meant at least three things by this
statement.

1. Sheep without a shepherd are bewil-
dered and wander about, not knowing
where they are or where they are going.
They get lost ever so easily, and cannot
find their way back to the flock. So it is
with people. People without the shepherd,
the Lord Jesus Christ, are bewildered.
They do not know where they have come
from, where they are going, nor why they
are where they are. They wander about,
getting lost in place after place, never find-
ing the way to true life.

"But when he saw the multitudes, he
was moved with compassion on
them, because they fainted, and were
scattered abroad, as sheep having no
shepherd" (Matthew 9:36).

"Jesus saith unto him, I am the way,
the truth, and the life: no man
cometh unto the Father, but by

me'" (John 14:6).
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"For ye were as sheep going astray; but are
now returned unto the Shepherd and Bishop
of your souls" (1 Peter 2:25).

"My people hath been lost sheep: their shep-
herds have caused them to go astray, they
have turned them away on the mountains:
they have forgotten their resting

place'" (Jeremiah 50:6).

"My sheep wandered through all the moun-
tains, and upon every high hill: yea, my flock
was scattered upon all the face of the earth,
and none did search or seek after

them'" (Ezekiel 34:6).

2. Sheep without a shepherd go hungry. They do
not have adequate nourishment. They cannot find
sufficient food to live. So it is with people. People
without the Shepherd, the Lord Jesus Christ, go hun-
gry. They do not have the Shepherd of God to feed
and inspire their souls, nor to satisfy their inner
longings for peace, love, and joy (Galatians 5:22-
23). They have only themselves to depend upon as
they seek to meet their craving for life.

They have only themselves in seeking the answer
L0

e purpose

e direction

e assurance

e loneliness

e emptiness
o disturbance
e depression
e sickness

e death

"And Jesus said unto them, I am the bread of
life: he that cometh to me shall never hunger;
and he that believeth on me shall never
thirst" (John 6:35).

"I am the living bread which came down
from heaven: if any man eat of this bread, he
shall live for ever: and the bread that I will
give is my flesh, which I will give for the life
of the world" (John 6:51).

3. Sheep without a shepherd cannot find shelter or
safety. The sheep are exposed to all the dangers of the
wilderness. So it is with people. People without the
Shepherd, the Lord Jesus Christ, are exposed to all that
is within the world, and they are doomed. They are
doomed because the beasts, the temptations and trials of
the world, attack at every opportunity and destroy all
who wander about.

"Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary
the devil, as a roaring lion, walketh about, seek-
ing whom he may devour" (1 Peter 5:8).

"Be merciful unto me, O God, be merciful unto
me: for my soul trusteth in thee: yea, in the
shadow of thy wings will I make my refuge, until
these calamities be overpast'" (Psalm 57:1).

""He that dwelleth in the secret place of the most
High shall abide under the shadow of the Al-
mighty" (Psalm 91:1; cp. Psalm 61:1-4; Psalm
91:1-6).
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