
The content of their 
preaching is God's revela-
tion, not their own ideas. 
So their preaching is pro-
phetic - they receive God's 
word and give it to the 
people. 

The method of their 
preaching is to explain the 
meaning and significance 
of a portion of God's 
Word to God's people. 
This is the heart of exposi-
tional preaching. 

The effect of their preach-
ing is that the people un-
derstand and obey. This is 
the goal of expositional 
preaching - that the people 
hear and heed the Word of 
God. 
 
The Biblical Primacy 
of Exposition  
A Negative Example: 
Jeremiah 23:16,18, 21-22  
Thus says the Lord of 
hosts, "Do not listen to the 
words of the prophets who 
are prophesying to you. 
They are leading you into 
futility; They speak a vi-
sion of their own imagina-
tion, Not from the mouth 

The Biblical  
Background for  
Expositional  
Preaching  
 
The Biblical  
Primacy of  
Exposition  
 
God's Word gives clear 
primacy to exposition. 
Many preachers and pastors 
today question whether the 
Bible really gives us any 
reason to think that exposi-
tional preaching is the best 
way to preach. 

But the prophetic nature of 
preaching and the performa-
tive nature of God's Word 
reveal exposition to be best 
suited to unleashing the 
power of the text. 
 
Exposition is primary 
because preaching is 
prophetic. 
To say that preaching is 
prophetic is not to say that 
it is either predictive or ec-
static utterance - preachers 
are ambassadors, not prog-
nosticators; and their source 

of revelation is God's medi-
ated written word, not His 
immediate verbal word. It is 
rather to say that preaching 
is about receiving God's 
word and communicating it 
to God's people in a way 
that is faithful to God's in-
tention. 

Preaching is prophetic be-
cause it conveys God's 
Word to God's people. Ex-
position best handles the 
prophetic nature of preach-
ing because the expositional 
sermon is unique for taking 
the point of the passage as 
the point of the message. It 
is therefore the best way to 
remain faithful to the con-
tent and intent of God's 
Word in any given text. 

The Biblical Primacy 
of Exposition  
A Positive Example: Nehe-
miah 8:7-8 
...the Levites explained the 
law to the people while the 
people remained in their 
place. They read from the 
book, from the Law of God, 
translating to give the sense 
so that they understood the 
reading (Nehemiah 8:7-8). 

Expositional Preaching 
Pastor Eddie Ildefonso  

W E S T  L O S  A N G E L E S  

L I V I N G  W O R D   

C H R I S T I A N  C E N T E R  

 The Talmid 
O C T O B E R  1 ,  2 0 0 6  V O L U M E  1 ,  I S S U E  3  

Talmid תַּלְמִיד   a Hebrew word that means “a true disciple who desires to be what 
the Rabbi Jesus” is.”   

 Whoever claims to live in him must walk as Jesus did. 1 John 2:6 (NIV)  
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of the Lord. But who has stood in 
the counsel of the Lord, that he 
should see and hear His word? 
Who has given heed to His word 
and listened? I did not send these 
prophets, but they ran. I did not 
speak to them, but they prophesied. 
But if they had stood in My coun-
cil, then they would have an-
nounced My words to My people, 
and would have turned them back 
from their evil way and from the 
evil of their deeds" (Jer. 23:16, 18, 
21-22). 

The content of their preaching is 
from their own imagination. 
Speaking primarily from our own 
anecdotes and illustrations dis-
pleases God. Expositional preach-
ing disciplines us to constrain our 
words to the parameters of God's 
Word. 

The method of their preaching in-
volves a refusal to stand in God's 
council to hear and obey His word. 
An expositor's first task is to stand 
in God's counsel by bowing under 
God's Word. 

The effect of their preaching fails 
to turn God's people back to God's 
ways, but rather lead them into fu-
tility. An expositor's goal is to 
speak God's Word to God's people 
so that they will walk in God's 
ways. 
 
The Biblical Primacy of  
Exposition  
 
Exposition is primary because 
God's Word is performative. 
God's Word performs what it pre-
scribes. It is its own power for ac-
complishing itself. If this is so, 
then exposition is primary because 
it best unleashes the performative 
intention of God's Word on the 
lives and hearts of God's people. 

When God speaks,His very word 
actually creates the reality that it 
commands. Six times in Genesis 1 
we read: God said and it was so 
(1:6, 9, 11, 14, 24, 29-30). 

As the rain and the snow come 
down from heaven, and do not re-
turn to it without watering the 
earth and making it bud and flour-
ish, so that it yields seed for the 
sower and bread for the eater, so 
is my word that goes out from my 
mouth: it will not return to me 
empty, but will accomplish what I 
desire and achieve the purpose for 
which I sent it (Isa 55:10-12). 

Look up the following verses. 
What is God's Word doing, or able 
to do? John 17:17; Acts 12:24; 
19:20; 1Thess 2:13; Heb 4:12; 
James 1:18, 21; 1Peter 1:23-25. 
 
The Word at Work 
 
The Two Primary Functions the 
Word Performs in the Church 
The Word of God is God's chosen 
instrument for giving life to His 
people. 

Gen 1 - God creates the world and 
everything in it by His Word. 

Gen 12:1-4 - God initiates the 
covenant with Abraham by His 
Word. 

Ezek 37 - God gives life to His 
people's dead bones by His Word. 

John 1 - God's incarnate Word, 
Jesus, brings life. 

Rom 10:17 - "faith comes by hear-
ing, and hearing by the Word." 

The Word of God is God's chosen 
instrument for giving holiness to 
His people. 

2 Chron 34 - the rediscovery of 
God's word brings national recov-
ery. 

John 17:17 - Sanctify them by 
your truth; your word is truth. 

Eph 5:25-26 - Christ cleanses the 
Church by the Word. 
 
Implications of the 
Performative Power of 
God's Word for the 
Preacher 
 
God's Word is the conduit of God's 
power that accomplishes God's 
purpose. The power is not in the 
preacher himself, his stories, his 
illustrations, or his technique. The 
power is in God's Word - the mes-
sage preached. 

This means that if the Christian 
preacher is to preach with real 
Spiritual power, he must discern 
what God has said in His Word, 
and then be faithful to say it. In 
other words, the point of the text 
should be the point of the sermon. 

This also means that as preachers, 
we are striving not to say some-
thing new, but rather to re-speak 
God's speech. We are to discover 
and then make His point, not our 
own. 

So the Word of God accomplishes 
the purposes of God among the 
people of God. And if our preach-
ing is to be used of God to effect 
sanctifying change in people's 
lives, the point of the text must be 
the point of our sermons. 
 
See for Yourself 
 
Read Ezek 37:1-14. 
How do the bones in Ezekiel's vi-
sion come to life (vv7-8, 10)? 

What do the bones represent 
(v11)? 

What is Ezekiel's divinely com-
missioned role in the revitalization 



of God's people (vv4, 9)? 
Read Nehemiah 8. 
What did Ezra read, and to whom 
did he read it (vv2-3)? 

What was the preaching method of 
the Levites (v8)? 

How is this method similar to the 
definition of expositional preach-
ing given above? 

What were the reactions of the 
people to this preaching (vv9, 12)? 

Why did they react this way (v12)? 
 
 

The Substance.—The essential 
things taught by the apostles lie 
upon the surface. What they said 
was not hard to understand. They 
came with no obscure or abstruse 
doctrine. They were to be 
“witnesses” of those things which 
they had seen and heard. They 
were moved upon by the Holy 
Spirit to tell their story of Jesus 
Christ in the most effective way to 
reach men’s hearts. 

 
It is hardly to be supposed that we 
have the speeches of the apostles 
recorded in full, in fact in Peter’s 
speech at the day of Pentecost we 
are distinctly told that “with many 
other words did he testify and 
exhort” (Acts 2:40). 
 
There is also a certain progress in 
the teaching. 
1. The joining of the old dispensa-
tion with the new. “Peter presented 
the gospel as the fulfillment of 
prophecy and the completion of 
the covenant made by the fathers. 
He called upon his hearers to re-
pent of their sins, to believe in Je-
sus as the Messiah who could for-
give their sins and set them free 
from sin, and to be baptized into 
this faith thus outwardly joining 
together as a communion of the 
Messiah; and he promised as the 
result, the gift of the Holy Spirit, 
whose wonder-working presence 
had been shown to them (Acts 
2:14–40). 

 
2. The supremacy of Christ and the 
necessity for repentance, on the 
part of men, and forgiveness of sin 
through Him alone, are more and 
more earnestly set forth. “Repent 
ye therefore and be converted 
that your sins may be blotted 
out, when the times of refreshing 
shall come from the presence of 
the Lord” (Acts 3:19). “Neither 

is there salvation in any other: 
for there is none other name un-
der heaven given among men 
whereby we must be saved.”  
(Acts 4:12). This teaching is very 
manifest in the speech of Peter af-
ter he healed the lame man, at the 
Beautiful gate (Acts 3:12–26). 
Because of the strengthening testi-
mony of the apostles, along this 
line (Acts 4:9–12; 5:29–31), great 
opposition arose on the part of the 
Jews (Acts 4:1–4). The Sadducees 
were especially set against them 
because they “preached through 
Jesus the resurrection from the 
dead” and caused them to be put 
in prison. The climax of the an-
tagonism came, however, when 
Stephen, the deacon, declared 
“that the new church was not a 
modification of Judaism but a 
new order” (Acts 6:8–15; 7:1–
56). The scribes taught that the 
Mosaic Law provided the means of 
justification for men and a title to 
eternal life. The disciples of Jesus 
taught that the law could not do 
this, but that the death of Jesus 
procured eternal life for men, that 
His resurrection originated it, and 
that confidence in Him secured it. 
The result was not only that a mul-
titude believed but that there arose 
a great persecution against the 
church which was at Jerusalem 
(Acts 8:1). 
 
The Manner.—First, of teaching 
and witnessing on the part of the 
apostles was with a profound con-
viction of the truth of what they 
declared (Acts 4:19, 20; 5:28–31), 
with great enthusiasm and bold-
ness (Acts 4:13, 31). Second, of 
receiving the truth by those who 
heard it. By some it was received, 
as it is always, when the truth is 
preached, with grateful hearts, and 
by others it was rejected. 
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STUDY 1 
THE CHURCH IN 

JERUSALEM 
 

THE TEACHING 
 

We can judge very fairly of the 
teaching in this period of the 
church by the recorded speeches of 
Peter (Acts 2:14–40) on the day of 
Pentecost; at the time of the heal-
ing of the lame man at the Beauti-
ful gate of the Temple (Acts 3:6–
26); before Annas, the high priest 
and the rulers, elders and scribes 
(Acts 4:5–12); of Peter and John 
(Acts 4:15, 19, 20); of Peter and 
the other Apostles (Acts 
5:18, 25, 29–32); and of Stephen, 
the deacon (Acts 6:8, 13–15; 7:1–
56). 


