
prophets, serving merely 
as conduits through which 
the Word of God may 
flow into the people of 
God in order to do the 
work of God in them 

 

 
• Topical Preaching 

      ♦ The preacher is 
never surprised or thereby 
challenged by the text, but 
simply ends up studying 
and preaching on his own 
favorite topics. For I have 
not hesitated to proclaim 
to you the whole counsel 
of God (Acts 20:27). 

      ♦ Therefore, the con-
gregation never grows 
past the knowledge or ma-
turity level of the 
preacher. The unfolding of 
your word gives light; it 
gives understanding to the 
simple (Ps 119:130). 

• Anecdotal Preaching 

     ♦ The congregation 
may go away entertained, 
but will they go away hav-
ing been fed on the Word 
of God? Man does not live 

The Dangers 

What are the dif-
ferent kinds of 
preaching? 
 

 
The Definitions 
• Anecdotal - a sermon in 
which the preacher primar-
ily tells engaging stories 
with a moral lesson. 

• Biographical - a ser-
mon in which the preacher 
traces the life of a biblical 
character and draws con-
temporary moral implica-
tions. 

• Topical - a sermon that 
has a topic in mind prior to 
consulting the text, and then 
searches for one or more 
biblical texts that address 
the topic chosen before-
hand. 

• Textual - a sermon that 
refers often to a particular 
Biblical text, but does not 
take the main point of the 
text as its own. 

Expositional - a sermon 

The Lay of the  
Land  

which takes the point of the 
text as the point of the ser-
mon 
 
The Details 
• The content of exposi-
tional preaching is the 
true word of God. 

      ♦  An exposition of 
Scripture simply seeks to 
uncover, explain, and apply 
the divinely intended mean-
ing of the text.  

• The context of exposi-
tional preaching is the 
pure church of God. 

      ♦ The local church is 
God’s primary receptacle 
for His preached Word.  

      ♦ This kind of preaching 
will prove itself relevant 
when the local community 
of believers backs it up with 
lifestyles marked by holi-
ness, joy, and selfless ser-
vice. 

• The goal of exposi-
tional preaching is for the 
people of God to hear and 
heed the Word of God. 

In this sense, expositional 
preachers are modern day 

Expositional Preaching 
Pastor Eddie Ildefonso 

W E S T  L O S  A N G E L E S  

L I V I N G  W O R D   

C H R I S T I A N  C E N T E R  

 The Talmid 
D E C E M B E R  1 ,  2 0 0 6  V O L U M E  1 ,  I S S U E  5  

Talmid תַּלְמִיד   a Hebrew word that means “a true disciple who desires to be what 
the Rabbi Jesus” is.”   

 Whoever claims to live in him must walk as Jesus did. 1 John 2:6 (NIV)  
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on bread alone, but on every word 
that comes from the mouth of God 
(Matt 4:4). 

     ♦ Large numbers may be at-
tracted and entranced, but do the 
anecdotes have the sanctifying, 
transforming power that people 
need for growth in their personal 
discipleship? Sanctify them by 
your truth; your Word is truth 
(John 17:17). 

 

 
The Difference 
• Pastoral authority is directly 
related to Authorial intent.  The 
preacher only has authority from 
God to speak as His ambassador as 
long as he remains faithful to con-
vey the Divine Author’s intentions. 

• This means that the further the 
preacher strays from preaching the 
intention of the text, the further his 
divine blessing and God-given au-
thority are eroded in the pulpit. 

• Expositional preaching is the 
only kind of preaching that, by 
definition, ensures that the agenda 
of the sermon is determined by the 
agenda of the text. 

• Therefore, a long-term com-
mitment to expositional preaching 
is the most helpful way for a 
preacher to discipline himself to 
remain faithful to God’s Word 
over a lifetime of ministry. 

 

 

The Dangers  

Does a commitment to  
expositional preaching 
mean that I should 
never preach other  
kinds of sermons?  

• No. Topical and biographical 
sermons still have value. It is 
sometimes helpful to address a cer-
tain topic by culling and presenting 
Biblical information. And it is 
sometimes instructive to study the 
life of a Biblical character and 
draw practical implications for to-
day. 

• The point is that, as a consis-
tent diet, expositional preaching is 
most healthy for both the preacher 
and the congregation 

 

 
Misconception #1: Expositional 
preaching is any sermon in which 
the Bible is opened. 
 
• Just because the Bible is open 
or even quoted does not mean that 
the preaching is expositional. 

     Only if the point of the passage 
is used as the point of the message 
does a sermon qualify as exposi-
tional. 
 
Misconception #2: Expositional 
preaching is always a slow, verse 
by verse progression through a 
text. 
 
• There are more ways to preach 
expositionally than plodding 
through one phrase or sentence at a 
time. The length of the text is im-
material to the question of whether 
or not the sermon is an exposition. 

As long as the point of the passage 
is used as the point of the message, 
a sermon qualifies as expositional - 
length notwithstanding. 
 
Misconception #3: Expositional 
preaching always feels like a dry 

Misconceptions about  
Expositional Preaching 

lecture devoid of application and 
amounting to nothing more than a 
running commentary on the text. 
 
• If you hear a sermon like this, 
it is a poor excuse for an exposi-
tion, if it is even an exposition at 
all. 

 

The point of any Biblical text is to 
accomplish God's purposes in the 
hearts and minds of God's people. 
So if the sermon amounts to no 
more than a wordy commentary 
devoid of application, it has 
missed the bull's eye at which true 
exposition always takes aim. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

STUDIES IN EARLY 
CHURCH HISTORY 
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STUDY 1 
THE CHURCH IN  

JERUSALEM 
 

ACTIVITIES 
 

The Field—while it is the 
world—up to the martyrdom of 
Stephen (Acts 7:59, 60) was Jeru-



salem. While the area of preaching 
of the apostles and disciples was 
thus seemingly limited—for about 
five years—in reality it was not 
limited, for the Jews, who were 
constantly coming to Jerusalem 
(Acts 2:8–12) from every quarter 
of the Roman empire, must have 
carried back the glad news to their 
distant homes of the wonderful 
things in regard to the Christ, 
which were being preached in the 
Holy City. Thus the way was being 
prepared for a further rapid spread 
of the gospel. 

 
The Equipment—The 

church at this time had no build-
ings, none of the New Testament 
writings were in existence, but it 
did have men who had walked and 
talked with Jesus Christ, who had 
been baptized with the Holy Ghost 
and who were thoroughly alive to 
the great mission before them. 

 
The Help of the Holy 

Spirit—Nothing was done in pre-
senting Christ to the multitude un-
til the descent of the Holy Spirit. 
The miraculous (Acts 3:1-16;4-
31;  5:12, 15, 16) or supernatural 
element in these first chapters of 
the Acts cannot be ignored or 
eliminated without doing violence 
to the narrative. This element is 
part of the historical record and is 
to be treated as such; it need not be 
considered as contrary to law, but 
may be by a law of God which we 
do not as yet understand, but of 
which we have the marvelous re-
cord. 

 
The apostles and disciples 

are inspired and encouraged to do 
their great work through the Holy 
Spirit. 

 
The Joy—There was great  

 

rejoicing, on the part of the apos-
tles, in preaching and in persecu-
tion (Acts 5:41), and gladness on 
the part of the multitude who re-
ceived their message (Acts 2:46). 
 

QUESTIONS 
 

What can be said of the beginning 
of the Christian church? 
 
What of the first candidates for 
membership? 
 The first sermon? 
 The first form of prayer? 
 The first missionaries? 
 The two sacraments? 
 The policy? 
 
What is the significance of the 
Baptism of the Holy Spirit? 
 
What was the general preparation 
for this baptism? 
 The immediate prepara-
tion? 
 
What can be said of the fulfillment 
of the promise of the Holy Spirit? 
 
What is the descent of the Holy 
Spirit?   Give some effects of the 
presence of this power.  
 
What can be said of the teaching 
of the church? 
 The substance? 
 The manner? 
 
What can be said of the organiza-
tion of the church? 
 The Head of the church? 
 The voluntary character? 
 The ordinances? 
 The doctrine and prayers? 
 The social aspect? 
 The first case of discipline? 
 The election of the first 
deacons? 
 The persecution? 

  The growth? 
 
What can be said of the work of the 
church? 
 The field? 
 The equipment? 
 The help of the Holy Spirit? 
 The joy? 
3 

 
________________________  
3 Sell, Henry Thorne: Studies in 
Early Church History. Willow 
Grove, PA : Woodlawn Electronic 
Publishing, 1998, c1906 
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