
Your Prayers Matter 
Things happen or don't happen because of prayer. 

 
Pastor Eddie Ildefonso 

 
Sometime ago I heard a great testimony about prayer that I wanted to share with you. 

When Johnny Jones, living in a middle-class suburb in central California, made a 
commitment to pray five blessings on five neighbors for five 
minutes a day for five days a week for five weeks, surprising 
things began to happen. One neighbor asked him how she could 
have a personal relationship with Christ. When Johnny shared the 
gospel with her, she accepted Christ as her Savior. A drug-dealing 
neighbor asked Johnny to pray for him and help him turn his life 
around and get out of the drug business. A Buddhist couple from 
across the street asked if they could go to church with Johnny's 
family. And a Hispanic couple living next door asked him to start a 
Bible study for the neighborhood. Johnny Jones' prayers mattered 
to God. They provided God the opportunity He was looking for to 
work in the hearts and lives of Johnny's neighbors. 
 

Here is another powerful testimony about prayer: Pastor Alex received an unexpected 
call from the owner of a corner store near his church in Brooklyn, New York. The owner 
complained that her store was repeatedly being robbed. Drug dealers were dealing and 
prostitutes soliciting on her corner. She said, "I am calling you, Pastor, to ask you what 
you are going to do about it." 

 
Pastor Alex agreed to send in a team to pray that God would intervene. Within three 

weeks, the surprised owner reported that the drug dealers had been arrested, the 
prostitutes were gone, and her store hadn't been robbed. In addition, two customers at the 
store had connected with the prayer group and given their lives to Christ. Some weeks 
later, the store owner also came to Christ. 

 
The prayers of this team were important to God. He worked in response to them and 

began to change the lives of people who mattered to Him. 
 
God gave us intercessory prayer so we could partner with Him in transforming 

society, saving the lost, and establishing His kingdom. To be sure, God is perfectly 
capable of doing these things without us. He is all-wise, full of love, and almighty. In His 
wisdom He always knows what is best. In His love He always chooses what is best. And 
in His power He is able to do what is best. He doesn't need us. Nevertheless, in His 
sovereign good pleasure, He has chosen to involve us, through our prayers, in 
accomplishing His will. Our intercessory prayers are important to God; they should also 
be important to us. 

 
The Bible gives us at least six clear reasons why our prayers matter to God. 
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God governs in response to our prayers. 
When I first heard the phrase "God rules the world through the prayers of His 

people," I was skeptical. My view of God was of one who knew what to do, decided 
what to do, and then did it. I still believe He knows what to do and decides what He 
wants to do; but I have come to realize that He ordinarily doesn't just go ahead and do it. 
Instead, He prompts His people to pray and then acts in response to their prayers. 

 
God had to teach me this in a very personal way. Several years ago I was making a 

determined effort to become a better intercessor. I tried to give it more time, cover more 
needs, and pray with greater intensity. Soon, however, I found myself skipping these 
extended prayer times when it wasn't convenient. But it bothered me that I could skip 
prayer so easily. 

 
When I asked the Lord for insight on this, He helped me see that I didn't really 

believe intercession changed anything. I felt my prayers didn't make a difference since 
those I prayed for seemed to get along just as well whether I prayed or not. 

 
Then God began to teach me important lessons from Scripture. From Genesis 18:16–

33, He showed me He was willing to rest the fate of Sodom and Gomorrah on Abraham's 
prayers. From Exodus 17:8–13, He showed me that the prayers of Moses were 
determinative for the battle Israel was waging against the Amalekites. From Ezekiel 
22:23–31, He showed me He was willing to show mercy to His people and not destroy 
them if there was an intercessor to plead on their behalf. Finding none, He went ahead 
and poured out His wrath on them. From Neh. 1:4–11, He showed me that the plan to 
rebuild Jerusalem's walls came in response to the fasting and prayers of Nehemiah. In 
each of these situations, God's governance was based on the intercessory prayers of His 
people. Things happened or didn't happen because of prayer. 

 
This is God's normal way of working. Things will happen as we pray that wouldn't 

have happened if we had not prayed. And things will not happen if we do not pray that 
would have happened if we had prayed. This does not mean God can be manipulated 
through prayer to do what we want if what we want is contrary to His will. Instead, God 
reveals His will to us by His Word and works in us by His Spirit so that we know His will 
and pray in accord with it. Then, in responding to our prayers, He accomplishes both His 
will and ours, and, in the process, involves us. 

 
God releases His grace and power when we pray. 

My dictionary defines intercession as "acting between two parties; begging or 
pleading on behalf of another." An intercessor is a go-between, representing one party 
to another. In intercession, believers go before God and beseech Him on behalf of others 
to release into their lives what they themselves—the intercessors—cannot supply. 

 
Jesus' story of the friend who came at midnight (Luke 11:5–8) illustrates and 

confirms the role of the intercessor. The host in this story has a friend in need that comes 
at midnight. He also has a friend with bread. Unable to meet the need of his midnight 
guest, this host goes to his other friend—the one with bread—and pleads boldly and 
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shamelessly till he receives what is needed. His pleading releases bread to sustain the life 
of his needy friend. He is a go-between, an intercessor. 

 
James reminds us, "The prayer of a righteous man is powerful and effective" 

(James 5:16). This doesn't mean prayer is powerful in and of itself. When one person 
prays for another, no force, energy, or vibes flow from the one to the other. All the power 
in prayer is God's power released and activated by prayer. Our prayers reach the ears of 
God, who then moves in response to our prayers. 

 
Olan Hallesby, in his book Prayer, provides a mental picture of how this works: "This 

power is so rich and so mobile that all we have to do when we pray is to point to the 
persons or things to which we desire to have this power applied, and He, the Lord of this 
power, will direct the necessary power to the desired place." 

 
R. A. Torrey, enthralled by the enormity of this power, exclaimed in The Power of 

Prayer, "Prayer is the key that unlocks all the storehouses of God's infinite grace and 
power. All that God is, and . . . has, is at the disposal of prayer. Prayer can do anything 
that God can do." 

 
People desperately need what only God can give. Many families are dysfunctional. 

Many churches are stagnant or declining. The majority of people around us do not have a 
saving knowledge of Jesus Christ. And they need far more than we are able to give them. 
They need God's power and grace. And God chooses to give it in response to our asking. 
That's the role of intercessors. 
 

Intercession is the key to great works. 
Near the end of His earthly ministry, Jesus said to His disciples, "I tell you the truth, 

anyone who has faith in me will do what I have been doing. He will do even greater 
things than these, because I am going to the Father. And I will do whatever you ask 
in my name, so that the Son may bring glory to the Father" (John 14:12–13). In 
going to the Father, Jesus would be given all power in heaven and on earth. Thus 
empowered, He would continue His work on earth in a different way—through His 
disciples. 

 
Their asking in His name would link Him to them. By means of prayer, His power 

would be at their disposal as they carried on His ministry "to the ends of the earth" 
(Acts 1:8). Prayer would be "the talking part" of this ministry partnership in which 
Christ would supply the power and His disciples would do the work. 

 
But notice that Jesus was addressing these surprising words not just to the disciples 

but to "anyone who has faith in me." That includes you, if you are a Christian, and me. 
 
What a powerful combination! Christ on the throne of the universe, empowering us 

here on earth to build His kingdom. We ask, He acts, and the work gets done—great 
works to the glory of the Father. 
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Prayer transforms society. 
Paul, writing to Timothy, urges "that requests, prayers, intercession and 

thanksgiving be made for everyone—for kings and all those in authority, that we 
may live peaceful and quiet lives in all godliness and holiness" (1 Tim. 2:1–2). A 
peaceful, quiet, transformed society is God's ideal. "Requests, prayers, intercession 
and thanksgiving" offered up by God's people are the God-ordained means by which 
transformation is brought about. 

 
We are beginning to see the reality of this in some places today. In Bakersfield, 

California, a church spearheaded a prayer ministry that targeted apartment complexes in a 
high-need area. Crime was so high in these complexes that the police were often called in 
two or three times a day. Drugs were sold freely. Unemployment was high. Most of the 
families were dysfunctional in some form or another. 

 
All this began to change when the church took a prayer-care approach to the situation. 

They prayer-walked the area, planted Houses of Prayer, and reached out to needy 
residents with compassion ministries. The eight Houses of Prayer met weekly in the 
complexes to pray for the residents and their needs. The church reported the following 
results: 

1. A person from the complex got a job the day after he was 
released from prison. 

2. The manager of one of the complexes, initially resistant to 
having Houses of Prayer in the complex, was converted. 

3. An out-of-control boy, who was kicked out of school for 
unruliness, turned into a hardworking, straight-A student. 

4. Drug dealers moved out. 
5. Many people started going to church. 
6. Ten people made commitments to Christ. 
7. Eighteen young people from the complexes got involved in 

the church's youth ministries. 
8. Several new Bible studies started. 
9. Residents of the complexes began to look out for each 

other. 
 
The crime rate dropped so dramatically—from two or three calls to the police a day to 

one or two calls a week—that the police asked the church to plant Houses of Prayer in 
other complexes with similar problems. Prayer is making the difference. 

 
I think this is the kind of transformation God had in mind when He spoke of prayer as 

the means to make it possible for believers to "live peaceful and quiet lives in all 
godliness and holiness." 

 
People are saved through prayer. 

The Bible clearly requires us to pray for people who are not saved. Jesus modeled 
prayer for the unsaved when He prayed, "My prayer is not for [my disciples] alone. I 
pray also for those who will believe in me through their message" (John 17:20). And 
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the Apostle Paul modeled this pattern of praying for the unsaved when he said, "My 
heart's desire and prayer to God for the Israelites is that they may be saved 
(Romans 10:1). In 1 Tim. 2:4, the Holy Spirit reminds us that God "wants all men to be 
saved and to come to a knowledge of the truth." God's plan to make that happen is 
found in the first verses of the same paragraph: "I urge, then, first of all, that requests, 
prayers, intercession and thanksgiving be made for everyone" (1 Tim. 2:1). And 
when people are saved as a result of prayer, the Spirit declares, "This is good, and 
pleases God our Savior" (1 Tim. 2:3). 

 
God honors prayer for the unsaved. In Grand Rapids, Michigan, a House of Prayer 

saw four families come to the Lord after eight months of weekly meetings to pray for 
neighbors. In Mira Loma, California, three children, a couple, and an elderly person who 
had worshiped Satan came to salvation when two couples prayed for their neighbors for 
six months. This is prayer evangelism—God moving in the hearts and lives of people in 
response to the earnest prayers of believers. 

 
Prayer defeats Satan. 

Two powerful forces work in the world today—the power of God and the power of 
Satan. The power of God is infinitely greater, but we are affected by both. 

 
Since Satan's power is greater than that of humans, we are constantly at risk. Paul 

reminds us that we struggle "against the rulers, against the authorities, against the 
powers of this dark world and against the spiritual forces of evil" (Ephes. 6:12). In 
order to stand, we are challenged to put on the whole armor of God and to "pray in the 
Spirit on all occasions with all kinds of prayers and requests" (Ephes. 6:18). 

 
In response to prayer, God brings His power to our defense so we are able to stand 

against the devil's schemes. When the Israelites, on their way to the Promised Land, were 
confronted by the devil-inspired Amalekites, Moses' intercession moved the hands of 
God to intervene and give the battle to Joshua's army (Exodus 17:8–13). Today, Jesus 
Christ sits on the throne of glory and lifts holy hands in behalf of embattled believers. 
And we, His saints, stand and pray with Him even as Aaron and Hur stood by Moses to 
support him. 

 
When Peter was being severely tested by Satan, Jesus came to his defense with prayer 

and then explained to Peter what and why He had prayed: "I have prayed for you, 
Simon, that your faith may not fail" (Luke 22:32). 

 
The devil dreads our prayers more than anything. A mighty prayer warrior once said, 

"Satan laughs at our toiling, mocks at our wisdom, but trembles when we pray." It's 
no wonder Satan trembles. By means of prayer, the power of the omnipotent God of 
heaven and earth is brought against him. He doesn't stand a chance. 
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Transforming Prayer 
Prayer can move mountains. It can change human hearts, families, neighborhoods, 

cities, and nations. It's the ultimate source of power because it is, in reality, the power of 
Almighty God. 

 
Prayer can do what political action cannot, what education cannot, what military 

might cannot, and what planning committees cannot. All these are impotent by 
comparison. 

 
By prayer the kingdom of God is built, and by prayer the kingdom of Satan is 

destroyed. Where there is no prayer, there are no great works, and there is no building of 
the kingdom. Where there is much prayer and fervent prayer, there are great gains for the 
kingdom: God's rule is established, His power is directed, His will is done, society is 
transformed, lost persons are saved, and saints are enabled to "stand against the devil's 
schemes" (Ephes. 6:11). If that isn't enough to compel us to "devote [ourselves] to 
prayer" and "always [wrestle] in prayer" (Col. 4:2, 12), I don't know what is!  
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