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Qualifications for Church Leadership 
1 TIMOTHY 3:1-13            (16) 
 

1 TIMOTHY: DUTIES AND ORDER IN THE 
CHURCH, 1 Timothy 2:1-3:13 
The Overseers of the Church, 1 Timothy 3:1-7 
 
(1 Timothy 3:1-7) Introduction: the office of bishop is probably the same office as 
elder or presbyter or minister in the New Testament. All three words refer to the same 
person, to the minister of the gospel and of the church.  
 
1) What are the qualifications of the minister?  
2) Who should be preaching the gospel and filling the pulpits of the Lord’s church?  
3) Who should be considering the ministry—what kind of person?  
     
     Before discussing the individual qualifications against which all pastors are to be 
measured, however, Paul gives some helpful insight into the call to spiritual leadership.  
 

1. The office of minister or bishop (v.1). 
2. Personal qualifications (v.2-3). 
3. Family qualifications: the minister or bishop must rule his own 

home (v.4-5). 
4. Spiritual qualifications (v.6). 
5. Community qualifications (v.7). 

   

2. (1 Timothy 3:2-3) Minister— Bishop— Elder: the minister or bishop 
of God must be qualified; he must meet some personal qualifications; he 
must be a person of great Christian character. 

1 Timothy 3:2-3 (NASB)  
2 An overseer, then, must be above reproach, the husband of one wife, 
temperate, prudent, respectable, hospitable, able to teach,  
 

The Moral Character of a Godly Leader 
     In spelling out specifically what it means to be above reproach, Paul lists qualities of 
the overseer’s character. 
     The overseer or elder must first be above reproach in relation to women. He must be 
the husband of one wife. The Greek text literally reads “a one-woman man.” Paul is 
not referring to a leader’s marital status, as the absence of the definite article in the 
original indicates.  
     Rather, the issue is his moral, sexual behavior. Many men married only once are not 
one-woman men. Many with one wife are unfaithful to that wife. While remaining 
married to one woman is commendable, it is no indication or guarantee of moral purity. 
 



Pastor Leadership Sunday School  
Pastor Eddie Ildefonso  11-27-11 

WLA Living Word Christian Center, 6520 Arizona Ave., Los Angeles, CA 90045 
Email: pastoreddie@wlalwcc.org 

Web Page: www.wlalwcc.org    Office 310-645-2522 

2

     Some may wonder why Paul begins his list with this quality. He does so because it is 
in this area, above all others, where leaders seem most prone to fall. The failure to be a 
one-woman man has put more men out of the ministry than any other sin. It is thus a 
matter of grave concern. 
     Once again, various interpretations have been offered that evade the meaning of this 
standard. Some have argued that its intent is to forbid polygamy. A man could not, 
however, even be a member of the church if he was a polygamist, let alone a leader. If 
that were all Paul meant, it would be an unnecessary prohibition. Further, polygamy was 
not an issue in Ephesus. It was uncommon in Roman society, in part because sexual 
encounters outside of marriage as well as divorces were easily obtainable. Nor was 
polygamy a feature of first-century Jewish society. 
     Others maintain that Paul here forbids remarriage after the death of a spouse. As 
already noted, however, this standard, like all the rest, refers to moral character, not 
marital status. Further, the Scriptures permit and honor second marriages under the 
proper circumstances. Paul expected younger widows to remarry and raise a family (1 
Timothy 5:14), and widows could be described as one-man women (1 Timothy 5:9).  
     In 1 Corinthians 7:39 (NASB) he wrote, “A wife is bound as long as her husband 
lives; but if her husband is dead, she is free to be married to whom she wishes, only 
in the Lord.” 
     Still others hold that this qualification excludes divorced men from spiritual 
leadership. That again ignores the fact that Paul is not here referring to marital status. Nor 
does the Bible forbid all remarriage after a divorce. In Matthew 5:31-32 and Matthew 
19:9, our Lord permitted remarriage when a divorce was caused by adultery.  
     Paul gave a second occasion when remarriage is permitted, when the unbelieving 
spouse initiates the divorce (1 Corinthians 7:15).  
     While God hates all divorce (Malachi  2:16), He is gracious to the innocent party in 
those two situations.  
     (For a complete exposition of the relevant passages on divorce, see Matthew 1-7, 
MacArthur New Testament Commentary [Chicago: Moody, 1985], and 1 
Corinthians, MacArthur New Testament Commentary [Chicago: Moody, 1984.)  
     Since remarriage in and of itself is not a sin, it is not necessarily a blight on a man’s 
character. If divorce resulted from a man’s inability to lead his family (1 Timothy 3:5), 
however, then it is a disqualification. 
     Nor does Paul intend to exclude single men from the ministry. If that was his point 
here, he would have disqualified himself, since he was single (1 Corinthians 7:8). 
     A one-woman man is a man devoted in his heart and mind to the woman who is his 
wife. He loves, desires, and thinks only of her. He maintains sexual purity in both his 
thought life and his conduct. That qualification was especially important in Ephesus, 
where sexual evil was rampant. Many, if not most, of the congregation had at one time or 
another fallen prey to sexual evil.  
     If that was before a man came to Christ, it wasn’t a problem (cf. 2 Corinthians 5:17). 
     If it happened after his conversion, even before he assumed a leadership role, it was a 
problem. If it happened after he assumed a leadership role, it was a definite 
disqualification. Those same standards apply to men in positions of spiritual leadership 
today. Scripture makes clear that sexual sin is a reproach that never goes away. Proverbs 
6:32-33 says of the adulterer: 


