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From My Perspective: Five major trends for churches in America 
by Thom Rainer on Monday, June 20, 2011  

 
Thom Rainer 
NASHVILLE, Tenn., — Discerning future trends can be difficult if not risky. If we miss 
a trend, we risk missing opportunities because we had our resources directed elsewhere. 
I am thus careful when I do trend projections. I am especially careful when I am 
projecting trends that will have a direct impact on the churches in America. 
 
The basis for the trends 
The trends that follow were not created in a vacuum. Most of the information is based on 
studies we have done at LifeWay Research. But much of this research provides us 
information and facts about today's realities. It does not offer certitude for future trends. 
The process is analogous to weather forecasting. We can see all the ingredients that will 
likely cause a specific outcome. But those factors can change, so we can never say that 
we are 100 percent certain. 
 
Five major trends 
Because most of the research that is the basis for these trends was related to American 
demographics, we must not extend the projections beyond our nation's borders. 
Nevertheless, it is possible that some of the research could have implications beyond 
American churches. 
 
1. Our nation will see the emergence of the largest generational mission field in 
more than a century. According to our current research, the Millennial generation, those 
born between 1980 and 2000, will have a very low Christian representation. Our 
estimates now are that only 15 percent are Christian. With a huge population of nearly 80 
million, that means that nearly 70 million young people are not Christians. 
 
2. The dominant attitude of this huge generation toward Christianity will be largely 
indifferent. Only 13 percent of the Millennials rank any type of spiritual matter as 
important to their lives. They are not angry at churches and Christians. They simply 
ignore us because they do not deem us as meaningful or relevant. 
 
3. Senior adult ministries in churches will experience steep declines. As the large 
Baby Boomer generation moves into their older years, they will resist any suggestion that 
they are senior adults, no matter how senior they may be. Unfortunately, many churches 
are slow to adapt to new realities. If they do senior adult ministry the way they've always 
done it, it will be headed for failure. 
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4. The large Boomer generation will become more receptive to the gospel. Our data is 
anecdotal for now, but we are seeing indications that the Boomers may actually become 
more interested in spiritual matters in general and Christianity specifically. If so, this 
trend will be counter to other trends where adults tend to become less receptive to the 
gospel as they age. The Baby Boomers have tried it all and found no joy. They may likely 
turn to the hope of the gospel. 
 
5. Family will be a key value for both of the large generations. For the Millennials, 
family is their most important value. Nearly eight out of ten of the Millennials ranked 
family as the important issue in their lives. They told us that they had healthy 
relationships with their parents who, for the most part, are Baby Boomers. Some churches 
say they are family friendly, but few actually demonstrate that value. Churches that reach 
both of these generations will make significant changes to become the type of churches 
that foster healthy family relationships. 
 
The opportunity to respond 
We believe these trends may indeed become reality. They admittedly do focus only on 
two generations, but these two groups are the largest two generations in America's 
history. They cannot be ignored. 
 
     Trend projecting is a meaningless exercise if it fails to engender action. Ultimately 
each local church must determine where God is leading the congregation. In the case of 
the five trends noted here, the opportunities seem significant. May the response of 
Christians and churches be nothing less than radical obedience. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  


