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DISCIPLESHIP IN AN
EVIL DAY (Part 2)

The first three chapters of the Book of
Daniel furnish a most seasonable and im-
portant lesson at a time like the present, in
which the disciple is in such danger of
yielding to surrounding influences, and of
lowering his standard of testimony and his
tone of discipleship, in order to meet the ex-
isting condition of things.

And then look at the glorious results of
Daniel’s devotedness and separation. In the
three opening chapters we observe three dis-
tinct things, resulting from the position as-
sumed by Daniel and his companions, in
reference to “the king’s meat.”

1. They were let into the secret of “the
king’s dream.”

2. They withstood the seductions of
“the king’s image.” And,

3. They were brought unscathed
through “the king’s furnace.”

(Continuation from last month)

I1. But the same faith which ena-
bled those holy men of old to refuse
the king’s meat, enabled them, also, to
despise the king’s image. They had sep-
arated themselves from defilement, in
order that they might enjoy a more in-
tense communion with the true God; and
they could not, therefore, bow down to
an image of gold, even though it was ev-
er so high. They knew that God was not
an image. They knew He was a reality.
They could only present worship to Him,
for He alone was the true object thereof.

Nor did it make any matter to them
that the entire world was against them.
They had only to live and act for God. It
might seem as if they were setting up to
be wiser than their neighbors. It might
savor of presumption to stand against the
tide of public opinion. Some might feel
disposed to ask if truth lay only with
them. Were all “the princes, the gover-
nors, and captains, the judges, the treas-
urers, the counsellors, the sheriffs, and
all the rulers of the provinces,” sunk in
darkness and error? Could it be possible
that so many men of rank, of intelli-
gence, and of learning were in the
wrong, and only a few strangers of the
captivity in the right?

With such questions our Nazarites
had nothing to do. Their path lay right
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onward. Should they bow down and worship an im-
age, in order to avoid the appearance of condemning
other people? Of course, not! And yet how often are
those who desire to keep a conscience void of of-
fence in the sight of God, condemned for setting
themselves up and judging others! Doubtless Mar-
tin Luther was condemned by many for setting
himself up in opposition to the doctors, the cardi-
nals, and the pope. Should he, in order to avoid such
condemnation, have lived and died in error? Who
would say so?

“Ah! but,” some will reply, “Luther had to deal
with palpable error.” So thought Luther; but thou-
sands of learned and eminent men thought other-
wise. So also in the case of “Shadrach, Meshach,
and Abednego,” they had to do with positive idola-
try; but the whole world differed from them. What
then? “We must obey God rather than
man” (Acts 5:29). Let others do as they will; “as
for me and my house, we will serve the
Lord” (Joshua 24:21). If people were to remain in
error and continue to do what they, at least, feel to
be wrong, in order to avoid the appearance of judg-
ing others, where should we be?

Ah! no; my beloved brother, do you seek to pur-
sue the steady, onward, upward path of pure and ele-
vated discipleship. And, whether or not you thereby
condemn others, is no concern of yours. “CEASE TO
DO EVIL.” This is the first thing for the true disciple
to do. When he has yielded obedience to this golden
precept, he may expect to “learn to do well.” “If
your eye be clear, your whole body will be full of
light” (Matthew 6:22).

When God speaks, | am not to turn around to see
how my obedience to His voice will affect my
neighbors, or to consider what they will think about
me. When the voice of the risen and glorified Jesus
fell upon the ear of the prostrate Saul of Tarsus, he
did not begin to inquire what the chief priests and
Pharisees would think of him were he to obey. Of
course, not! “Immediately,” he says, “I did not im-
mediately consult with flesh and
blood” (Galatians 1:16). “So, King Agrippa, |
did not prove disobedient to the heavenly vi-
sion” (Acts 26:19). This is the true spirit and princi-
ple of discipleship. “Give glory to God, before He
cause darkness, and your feet stumble upon the

dark mountains” (Jeremiah 13:16). Nothing can be
more dangerous than to hesitate, when divine light
shines upon the path. If you do not act upon the light,
when you get it, you will, assuredly, be involved in
thick darkness. Hence, therefore, as another has said,
“Never go before your faith, nor lag behind your con-
science.”

I11. But, we have said, if our Nazarites refused to
bow before the king’s image, they had to encounter
the king’s rage, and the king’s furnace. For all this
they were, by the grace of God, prepared: their Naza-
riteship was a real thing; they were ready to suffer the
loss of all things, and even life itself, in defense of the
true worship of the God of Israel. “They worshipped
and served their own God,” not merely beneath the
peaceful vine and fig-tree in the land of Canaan, but in
the very face of “a burning fiery furnace.”

They acknowledged Jehovah, not merely in the
midst of a congregation of true worshippers, but in the
presence of an opposing world. Theirs was a true dis-
cipleship in an evil day. They loved the Lord; and,
therefore, for His sake, they abstained from the king’s
luxuries, they withstood the king’s rage, and they en-
dured the king’s furnace. “O Nebuchadnezzar, we are
not careful to answer thee in this matter. If it be so,
our God whom we serve is able to deliver us from
the burning fiery furnace; and He will deliver us out
of thine hand, O king. But if not, be it known unto
thee, O Kking, that we will not serve thy gods, nor
worship the golden image which thou hast set up.”

This was the language of men who knew whose they
were, and where they were—of men who had calmly
and deliberately counted the cost—of men to whom the
Lord was everything; the world nothing. All that the
world could offer, together with life itself, was at stake;
but what of that? “They endured as seeing Him who is
invisible.” Eternal glory lay before them; and they were
quite prepared to reach that glory by a fiery pathway.
God can take His servants to heaven by a chariot of fire,
or by a furnace of fire, as seems good to Him. Whatever
be the mode of going, it is well to get there.

But could not the Lord have preserved His beloved
servants from being cast into the furnace? No doubt.
This would have been but a very small matter to Him.
He did not, however, do so: it was His will that the faith
of His servants should be put to the test—should be
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tried in the furnace—should be passed through the
most searching crucible, in order that it “might be
found to praise and honor and glory.” Is it be-
cause the refiner sets no value on the wedge of gold,
that he puts it into the furnace? No; but because he
does. And, as someone has beautifully remarked,
“His object is not merely to remove the dross, but
to brighten the metal.”

It is very evident that had the Lord, by an act of
power, kept His servants out of the furnace, there
would have been less glory to Him and as a conse-
quence, less blessing to them. It was far better to
have His presence and sympathy in the furnace, than
His power to keep them out of it. What glory to Him
in this! And what unspeakable privilege to them!

The Lord went down and walked with His Naza-
rites in the furnace into which their faithfulness had
brought them. They had walked with God in the
king’s palace; and God walked with them in the
king’s furnace. This was the most elevated moment
in the entire career of Shadrach, Meshach, and
Abednego. How little had the king imagined the
lofty position in which he was placing the objects of
his rage and fury! Every eye was turned from the
great image of gold, to gaze, in astonishment, upon
the three captives. What could it mean? “Three men
bound!” “Four men loose!” Could it be real? Was
the furnace real? Alas, “the most mighty men in the
king’s army” had proved it to be real. And, had
Nebuchadnezzar’s image been cast into it, it would
have proved its reality also. There was no material
for the sceptic or the infidel to work upon. It was a
real furnace, and a real flame, and the “three men”
were “bound in their coats, their hosen (trousers),
and their hats, and their other garments.” All was
reality.

But there was a deeper reality: God was there.
This changed everything: it “changed the king’s
word,” changed the furnace into a place of high and
holy fellowship—changed Nebuchadnezzar’s bond-
men into God’s freemen.

God was there!—there, in his power, to write
contempt upon all man’s opposition—there, in His
deep and tender sympathy with His tried and faithful
servants—there, in His matchless grace, to set the
captives free, and to lead the hearts of His Nazarites

into that deep fellowship with Himself for which they so
ardently thirsted.

And, my beloved brethren, is it not worth passing
through a fiery furnace to enjoy a little more of the pres-
ence of Christ, and the sympathy of His loving heart?
Are not chains, with Christ, better than jewels without
Him? Is not a furnace where He is better than a palace
where He is not? Nature says, “No!” Faith says, “Yes!”

It is well to bear in mind that this is not the day of
Christ’s power; but it is the day of His sympathy.
When passing through the deep waters of affliction, the
heart may, at times, feel, disposed to ask, “Why does
not the Lord display His power, and deliver me?” The
answer is, this is not the day of His power. He could
avert that sickness—He could remove that difficulty—
He could take off that pressure—He could prevent that
catastrophe—He could preserve that beloved and fondly
-cherished object from the cold grasp of death. But, in-
stead of putting forth His power to deliver, He allows
things to run their course, and pours His own sweet
sympathy into the oppressed and riven heart, in such a
way as to elicit the acknowledgment that we would not,
for worlds, have missed the trial, because of the abun-
dance of the consolation.

Such, my brother, is the manner of our Jesus just
now. By and by He will display His power; He will
come forth as the Rider on the white horse; He will un-
sheath His sword; He will make bare His arm; He will
avenge His people, and right their wrongs forever. But
now His sword is sheathed, His arm covered. This is the
time for making known the deep love of His heart, not
the power of His arm, nor the sharpness of His sword.

Are you satisfied to have it so? Is Christ’s sympathy
enough for your heart, even amid the keenest sorrow
and the most intense affliction? The restless heart, the
impatient spirit, the unmortified will, would lead one to
long for escape from the trial, the difficulty, or the pres-
sure; but this would never do. It would involve incalcu-
lable loss. We must pass from form to form in the
school; but the Master accompanies us, and the light of
His countenance, and the tender sympathy of His heart,
sustain us under the most severe exercises.

And, then, see what glory redounds to the name of
the Lord, when His people are enabled, by His grace, to
pass, triumphantly, through a trial! Read below Daniel
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3:26-28, and say where you could find richer or rar-
er fruits of a faithful discipleship.

The king and all his nobles, who, just before,
had been wholly engrossed with the bewitching mu-
sic and the false worship, are now occupied with the
amazing fact that the fire, which had slain the
mighty men, had taken no effect whatever upon the
worshippers of the true God, save to consume their
chains and let them walk free, in company with the
Son of God. “Then Nebuchadnezzar came near to
the door of the furnace of blazing fire; he re-
sponded and said, “Shadrach, Meshach and
Abed-nego, come out, you servants of the Most
High God, and come here!” Then Shadrach, Me-
shach and Abed-nego came out of the midst of
the fire. * The satraps, the prefects, the gover-
nors and the king’s high officials gathered
around and saw in regard to these men that the
fire had no effect on the bodies of these men nor
was the hair of their head singed, nor were their
trousers damaged, nor had the smell of fire even
come upon them. ?® Nebuchadnezzar responded
and said, “Blessed be the God of Shadrach, Me-
shach and Abed-nego, who has sent His angel
and delivered His servants who put their trust in
Him, violating the king’s command, and yielded
up their bodies so as not to serve or worship any
god except their own God.”

Here, then, was a noble testimony—such a testi-
mony as would never have been rendered, had the
Lord, by a mere act of power, preserved His serv-
ants from being cast into the furnace. Nebuchadnez-
zar was furnished with a striking proof that his fur-
nace was no more to be dreaded than his image was
to be worshipped by “the servants of the most high
God.” In a word, the enemy was confounded; God
was glorified; and His dear servants brought forth
unscathed from *“the burning fiery furnace.” Pre-
cious fruits, these, of a faithful Nazariteship!

And, observe, further, the honor put upon our
Nazarites. “Then Nebuchadnezzar spake and said,
“Blessed be the God of Shadrach, Meshach, and
Abednego.” Their names are intimately associated
with the God of Israel. This was a high honor. They
had identified themselves with the true God when it
was a matter of life and death to do so; and, there-
fore, the true God identified Himself with them, and

led them forth into a large and wealthy place. He set
their feet upon a rock, and lifted their heads up above all
their enemies round about them. How true it is that “for
those who honor Me | will honor!”” And it is equally
true that “those who despise Me will be lightly es-
teemed.” (1 Samuel 2:30).

My beloved brother, have you found settled, divine
peace for your guilty conscience, in the perfected atone-
ment of the Lord Jesus Christ? Have you simply taken
God at His word? Have you set to your seal that God is
true? If so, you are a child of God; your sins are all for-
given, and you are accepted as righteous in Christ;
heaven, with all its untold glories, is before you; you are
as sure of being in the glory as Christ Himself, inas-
much as you are united to Him.

Thus, everything is settled for you for time and eter-
nity, according to the very utmost desire of your heart.
Your need is met, your guilt removed, your peace estab-
lished, your title sure. You have nothing to do for your-
self. All is divinely finished.

What remains? Just this: LIVE FOR CHRIST! You
are left here for “a little while,” to occupy for Him, and
wait for His appearing. Oh! Seek to be faithful to your
blessed Master. Be not discouraged by the fragmentary
state of everything around you. Let the case of Daniel
and his honored companions encourage your heart to
seek after an elevated course here below. It is your priv-
ilege to enjoy as much of companionship with the
blessed Lord Jesus, as if you were cast amid the rich
days of apostolic testimony.

May the Holy Spirit enable you to drink into the
spirit—walk in the footsteps—manifest the graces—and
wait for the coming of the Lord Jesus Christ!

CORAM DEO
(Before the face of God)

It is one of the better known passages in Scripture:

“Do not be anxious about anything, but in every-
thing by prayer and supplication with thanksgiv-
ing let your requests be made known to God.
And the peace of God, which surpasses all under-
standing, will guard your hearts and your minds
in Christ Jesus” (Philippians 4:6-7)
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That’s certainly easy enough: prayer + thankful-
ness = peace. Go through the steps, get to peace.
Then why doesn’t the formula work? When | am
anxious | pray, but my mind keeps drifting back to
the anxious circumstance, and before | know it I am
trying to solve the problem. After again confessing
my distractibility, | get back to praying, only to have
the cycle continue. Thinking | might do better at
thanksgiving, | write out a thanks list, but the list
rarely dislodges my anxiety, and for good reason.
No matter how long the list, there is no guarantee
that I will be spared my most recent doomsday sce-
narios.

Now what? | just tried one of the classic passag-
es on anxiety and it didn’t work.

A-ha, there is a clue. | was looking for a pill. |
visited God-my-pharmacist and asked what to take
for my anxiety. That’s not the way Scripture works.
I should have noticed it when | reduced the passage
to a formula. Scripture, instead, is about the triune
God. It is about knowing and trusting a person, and
our formulas can actually turn us away from that
person and cause us to rely on a series of steps.

So go back to the passage and look for the
Prince of Peace (Isaiah 9:6).

“For a child will be born to us, a son will be
given to us; And the government will rest on
His shoulders; And His name will be called
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Eternal
Father, Prince of Peace” (Isaiah 9:6).

A
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Hebrews 7 — Overview Introduction

In beginning the overview of Hebrews 7, it is important
to appreciate that Hebrews 5:11 — 6:20 are actually a
kind of digression and are like a parenthesis in the au-
thor’s overall direction. Hebrews 7 is actually the focal
point of Hebrews simply because it focuses on the
priesthood, and specifically the high priestly ministry of
Christ Himself. In essence, this has been the author’s
intent all along. He has wanted to talk about Christ and
His priestly ministry for the believer. He first men-
tioned this role of Christ in Hebrews 2:17,

"Therefore, in all things He had to be made like
His brethren, that He might be a merciful and
faithful High Priest in things pertaining to God, to
make propitiation for the sins of the people.

Then he talks again in Hebrews 3:1 about this role,

Therefore, holy brethren, partakers of the heav-
enly calling, consider the Apostle and High Priest
of our confession, Christ Jesus

Then there is Hebrews 4:14-16,




Y“Seeing then that we have a great High Priest who
has passed through the heavens, Jesus the Son of
God, let us hold fast our confession. **For we do
not have a High Priest who cannot sympathize
with our weaknesses, but was in all points tempt-
ed as we are, yet without sin. ‘°Let us therefore
come boldly to the throne of grace, that we may
obtain mercy and find grace to help in time of
need.

V16 seems to emphasize what the author is trying to
do — communicate that in the person of Christ be-
lievers find both mercy and grace for their times of
need. He actually reinforces this idea of encourage-
ment and hope all the way through the letter. Inv14
he says that because “we have a great High Priest”
that the believer needs to “hold fast” to their confes-
sion. “Hold fast” comes from a word that means to
use strength in doing something and to seize some-
thing with great vigor. It has been emphasized over
and over throughout this study that properly living
the Christian life takes a great and demanding effort
on every believer’s part. It takes extraordinary
strength and concentration. Many Christians in
America simply have never grasped what it actually
means to be a Christian and what it means to live as
a Christian fully committed to the Word of God.
Unfortunately, that kind of disciplined effort, con-
centration, and commitment almost seem foreign to
many believers — much too demanding and invasive
on their personal goals and lifestyles.

The author’s intent is very clear. He is going to ex-
alt the high priestly ministry of Christ to the believ-
er, and in so doing it should be something that
serves as an encouragement and reassurance to them
during the very difficult times in their life. That is
the design and purpose of these next four chapters.
By the time that the overview of these four chapters
is completed, every single believer should be greatly
encouraged simply because that is one of the prima-
ry reasons these chapters have been written. For
instance, Hebrews 10:21-22(a) is one of the con-
cluding statements of this section and says,

?'and having a High Priest over the house of
God, ?%let us draw near with a true heart in
full assurance of faith,

Here the author is at the end of his exaltation of Christ
and he emphatically states that the believer needs to
“draw near” to God, not just with assurance, but with
“full assurance of faith”. The word for “full assur-
ance” is just one word in the Greek and it means with
full confidence and to be fully persuaded of something.
Vine’s Dictionary of New Testament Words says that it
means to bring in full measure. Once a believer sees
and understands this amazing work of Christ on their
behalf, it should fill them with faith and confidence to
live in a way that is pleasing to the Father and honoring
to Christ.

The idea of the high priestly role is mentioned again in
Hebrews 5:1 and Hebrews 5:5-6.

'For every high priest taken from among men is
appointed for men in things pertaining to God,
that he may offer both gifts and sacrifices for sins

>So also Christ did not glorify Himself to become
High Priest, but it was He who said to Him: “You
are My Son, Today | have begotten You.” °As He
also says in another place: “You are a priest for-
ever according to the order of Melchizedek”;

So, Hebrews 5:1-10 is probably where the author actu-
ally was starting his deeper discussion of the high
priestly ministry of Christ and specifically Hebrews 5:
5-6, but he felt compelled to digress with his warning in
Hebrews 6.

Now, beginning in Hebrews 7 there are four very diffi-
cult and demanding chapters that focus on the high
priestly ministry of Christ. Anyone who has read these
four chapters certainly can appreciate the difficulty in
just reading them, nevertheless fully understanding what
they are actually teaching. However, to just keep it sim-
ple and to look at it from a higher level, just suffice it to
say that the author wants to talk about the high priestly
ministry of Christ. The vast majority of genuine believ-
ers are not at all familiar with the ministry of the priest-
hood. Obviously, they are not performing sacrifices in
their church, and they do not observe all of the feast
days and the Day of Atonement and the Passover. Itis
for that very reason that this section probably is difficult
for many believers to appreciate simply because as New
Testament believers they do not practice these things —




nor should they. However, for the author’s purely
Jewish audience, this was their very life and some-
thing with which they were more than familiar. In
the Old Testament sacrificial system, no one could
make sacrifices apart from the priesthood and no
forgiveness of sins could be provided apart from the
actual sacrifices. This priestly ministry was crucial
to their spiritual well-being, and they much more
fully understood the importance of it. Of all of the
various things that the Jews were involved in, the
sacrificial system was without question the most im-
portant and the most crucial to them. The Levitical
priesthood was absolutely essential for their offer-
ings to be received.

So the digression into the exhortations and warnings
given in Hebrews 5:11 — 6:20 were directed at
those who needed “to go on into maturity”. They
had become “dull of hearing”, and if the author was
going to take them into a more profound and deeper
subject, he seemed to understand that many of his
readers were not mature enough to even follow the
discussion, and thus they would derive little to no
benefit for their life. So, he provided the strong
warning of Hebrews 6:4-6 so that they could under-
stand that they needed to take their spiritual walk
more seriously than they were. The believer’s walk
with Christ and his faith in Christ is not something
that can just remain superficial and shallow. No one
grows into spiritual maturity without effort — no one.
So, even in the midst of this strong theological trea-
tise on the high priestly ministry of Christ, the au-
thor is still trying to renew the hope and endurance
of these Hebrew Christians. He understands that
they have simply become weary and fatigued along
the way as do all Christians at various times in their
life. Anything that requires great effort and concen-
tration innately produces weariness, and the same is
true for the Christian life. The Christian life can be-
come very fatiguing at times. It is demanding on the
committed believer because it literally effects and
impacts every area of their life. So, the author’s
warning is actually one of his ways of encouraging
the Hebrew believers to “be strong in the Lord and
in the power of His might”. Throughout the New
Testament believers are constantly encouraged to
“lay hold” of what they have been given. For in-
stance, 1 Timothy 6:12 says,

2Fight the good fight of faith, lay hold on eternal
life, to which you were also called and have con-
fessed the good confession in the presence of many
witnesses.

These are not passive, listless, and docile terms — “fight,
lay hold on”. Rather, they are the words of encourage-
ment that God gives to stir believers on into a deeper
and more meaningful walk with Him. Once again,
growing into maturity requires effort and endurance. It
requires a high level of commitment, determination,
spiritual tenacity, humility, and resolve, and the author
of Hebrews fully understands that truth.

One of the primary ways to understand that the He-
brews 5:11 — 6:20 section is a parenthesis is because
the author mentions Melchizedek twice in Hebrews 5:6
and Hebrews 5:10, and then takes back up his discus-
sion of him in Hebrews 6:20 and Hebrews 7:1 It ap-
pears that he wanted to start talking about Melchizedek,
but as soon as he starts he realizes that a good portion of
his audience may not even be able to understand what
he is talking about simply because they have lost their
commitment and endurance and have become “dull of
hearing”. What the author clearly understood was that
the ensuing discussion of Melchizedek and the high
priestly ministry of Christ was something for the ma-
ture. An unengaged immature believer simply would
not grasp the truths that surround this mysterious indi-
vidual. If someone were to just read Hebrews 7-10, it
would immediately become crystal clear as to why the
author was concerned for some of his readers and inject-
ed the warning of Hebrews 5 and 6 into the discussion.
Why even talk about something if you know that your
audience is not going to be able to follow what you are
talking about? Colossians 2:3 states that in Christ are
“hidden” all of the treasures of wisdom and knowledge.
l.e., the deeper truths of Scripture require some level of
effort and concentration to uncover. The embedded
truths of many passages are not necessarily on the sur-
face for easy picking, but rather have to be sought to be
found.

Hebrews 7-10 is a lengthy and sustained discussion of
Christ, and it is theologically demanding and structural-
ly complex to say the least. From a theological perspec-
tive, it may be the single most important discussion of
the ministry of Christ in the New Testament. From a




practical perspective, it may be the spiritual catalyst
that helps those who are weak and wavering in their
faith to grow strong in the things of the Lord. For
the mature believer, they will be deeply strength-
ened. Their appreciation for Christ will grow even
deeper.

So, at the end of Hebrews 6 where the author pro-
vides an amazing encouragement to believers about
their eternal security, he re-enters the discussion
about Melchizedek by stating in Hebrews 6:19-20,

This hope we have as an anchor of the soul,
both sure and steadfast, and which enters the
Presence behind the veil, °where the forerun-
ner has entered for us, even Jesus, having be-
come High Priest forever according to the or-
der of Melchizedek.

This is almost exactly what he communicated in He-
brews 5:6(b) when he stated,

“You are a priest forever according to the or-
der of Melchizedek”.

It is like the author is simply starting again where he
left off in Hebrews 5 by restating the same truth
about Christ that he previous had — He is a “priest
forever according the order of Melchizedek”.
This high priestly ministry is something that Christ
will be performing “forever” for the believer. It is
not a ministry that just “stops” when the believer
arrives in God’s eternal kingdom, but rather it is an
ongoing and necessary ministry that will continue
into eternity. There will never be a time in all of
eternity where a believer will no longer have a need
for Christ. There will never be a time when a be-
liever can come to God the Father on their own mer-
it. That is part of the immense and immeasurable
value of actually being “in Christ”.

In Hebrews 6:19, the author speaks about “this
hope” which is clearly the person and work of
Christ the great High Priest who has entered behind
the veil and into the very “presence of God” on the
believer’s behalf. Hebrews 9:24 reinforces this fact
when it states,

?*For Christ has not entered the holy places made
with hands, which are copies of the true, but into
heaven itself, now to appear in the presence of
God for us

The event spoken of in this verse was that moment after
the death of Christ when He literally and physically
took His blood into the presence of God to make atone-
ment for the sins of those who would be a part of His
kingdom. The penalty for sin was paid for on the cross
in the death of Christ, but the atonement in which the
Father accepted that sacrifice took place when Christ
passed through the heavens (Hebrews 4:14) and pre-
sented his actual blood to the Father (Hebrews 9:12).
This is the same picture given in the tabernacle and the
temple where atonement for the sins of the people was
only made when the high priest entered into the Holy of
Holies on the Day of Atonement with the sacrificial
blood. The sacrifice of the sacrificial lamb had already
occurred, but the actual atonement, or acceptance of that
sacrifice for the people’s sins, was not made until the
high priest took the blood of the sacrificial lamb and
brought it into the Holy of Holies for God’s acceptance.
Right now at this moment in heaven and at the throne of
God, Christ is appearing before the Father on every be-
liever’s personal behalf as their great High Priest. The
penalty for the believer’s sins has been fully and com-
pletely paid for by Christ, the acceptance of that sacri-
fice has been fully accepted by the Father, and now the
God-Man Jesus Christ is continually and forever inter-
ceding for the believer as their High Priest. Hebrews
6:20 states,

“where the forerunner has entered for us, even
Jesus, having become High Priest forever accord-
ing to the order of Melchizedek.

He is a “High Priest forever”. It is an ongoing and
eternal work that He is fulfilling and a work of such im-
portance that it cannot be overstated.

Now, at this juncture it is important to understand what
is known as a “type”. In essence, the book of Hebrews
provides the fulfillment of many of the types provided
in the Old Testament. The actual Greek word for “type”
is “typos” and is used fifteen times in the New Testa-
ment, but the only place that the word is actually trans-
lated as “type” is in Romans 5:14,




“Nevertheless death reigned from Adam to
Moses, even over those who had not sinned
according to the likeness of the transgression
of Adam, who is a type of Him who was to
come.

So, in this verse Adam is declared explicitly to be a
“type” of Christ.

The Greek word “typos” means a model, a pattern,
or a mold into which clay or wax was pressed so
that it might take the figure or exact shape of the
mold. The word “typos” denotes the visible mark
made by striking an object. For instance, it is the
same word used by Thomas in John 20:25 when he
said,

®The other disciples therefore said to him,
“We have seen the Lord.” So he said to them,
“Unless | see in His hands the print of the
nails, and put my finger into the print of the
nails, and put my hand into His side, I will not
believe.”

The NASB uses the word “imprint”, the NIV and
AMP use the word “marks”. So, the “type” is an
impression made by an object that is in turn used to
mold or shape something else. Thus, Adam is an
example of Christ. That is why the Scriptures often
call him the “First Adam” and call Christ the “Last
Adam”. It is interesting that Adam is the only Old
Testament character to be called a type of Christ.

While the translation of the term “typos” as “type”
is rare in the New Testament (only once), the actual
phenomenon of typology is very present throughout
the New Testament. The vast majorities of types are
initially found in the Old Testament and then lead to
Christ in the New Testament. They are all what
might be called “designed resemblances”. l.e., a
type is not just coincidental or accidental, but actual-
ly prefigures someone or something to come. Itisin
this sense that Adam was a “type” of Christ. The
similarity and comparison between them was not
accidental, but was predetermined and entered into
the whole plan of God. In the same way that Adam
was the head and representative of his race whose
destiny depended on his conduct, so Christ is the

head and representative of his people whose destiny de-
pended on His conduct. As the sin of the First Adam
was the reason for everyone’s condemnation, so the
righteousness of the Second Adam is the reason for the
believer’s justification.

In the Romans 5:14 passage, the KJV uses the word
“figure”, the NIV uses the word “pattern”, and the
Moffat translation uses the word “prefigured”. The
majority of the time the same Greek word is translated
as “example, fashion, manner, form”, and
“ensample” in the KJV. The root word is “tupto” and
means a “die” or a “stamp”. A “type” simply represents
something else, and in the Scriptures, the types always
precede what or whom they represent. Now, what or
whom they represent is called an “antitype” and that
term is only used once in 1 Peter 3:21. Just by use of
the term “antitype”, it would seem that a “type” is the
exact opposite of the “antitype”, but in fact, it simply
foreshadows what or whom it represents that is to come.
So, the “antitype” is not something against or opposite
from the “type”, but it is the actual fulfillment of the

“type”.

Now, even though there are only two verses to identify
the terms “type” and “antitype”, there are other terms
and phrases that are used in the New Testament that ex-
plain what “types” and “antitypes” actually are. For
instance, Hebrews 8:5 says,

who serve the copy and shadow of the heavenly
things, as Moses was divinely instructed when he
was about to make the tabernacle. For He said,
“See that you make all things according to the
pattern shown you on the mountain.”

Hebrews 9:8-9 speaking of the tabernacle, states,

8the Holy Spirit indicating this, that the way into
the Holiest of All was not yet made manifest while
the first tabernacle was still standing. °It was sym-
bolic for the present time in which both gifts and
sacrifices are offered which cannot make him who
performed the service perfect in regard to the
conscience....
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Hebrews 9:23-24, speaks of the “copies” and states
that the Jewish holy places were a figure or a copy
of the heavenly sanctuary.

“Therefore it was necessary that the copies of
the things in_the heavens should be purified
with these, but the heavenly things themselves
with better sacrifices than these. **For Christ
has not entered the holy places made with
hands, which are copies of the true, but into
heaven itself, now to appear in the presence of
God for us;

One of the most impressive statements is that given
in Hebrews 8:1-2 which states,

!Now this is the main point of the things we
are saying: We have such a High Priest, who is
seated at the right hand of the throne of the
Majesty in the heavens, %a Minister of the
sanctuary and of the true tabernacle which the
Lord erected, and not man.

What these two verses state, and it actually identi-
fies it as the “main point” of all that the author has
been writing about, is that Christ in heaven is now a
“minister of the sanctuary and the true tabernac-
le”. l.e., this particular ministry of Christ is actually
being performed right now in heaven for the believ-
er. So, the elaborate Old Testament rituals and cere-
monies in the tabernacle and the temple were simply
foreshadowing the actual eternal ministry that would
be performed by Christ on the believer’s behalf.
Those types are not mere pictures of some
“abstract” spiritual truth, but they represent the actu-
al events that are taking place in heaven right now.

So, a “type” is a divinely appointed illustration,
symbol, or copy of a deeper spiritual truth that is
prefigured in the type. However, the hermeneutical
principle that is critical to understand regarding
types is that every type must have an antitype or
it cannot be considered a type. It may be an illus-
tration, it may be similar to something else, but in
order for something to be a biblical “type”, it must
have an antitype. That is very important to under-
stand. John MacArthur in his commentary on He-
brews states,

“In biblical study, a type refers to an Old Testament
person, practice, or ceremony that has a counterpart,
an antitype, in the New Testament. In that sense, types
are predictive. The type pictures, or prefigures, the an-
titype. The type, though it is historical, real, and of
God, is nonetheless imperfect and temporary. The anti-
type, on the other hand, is perfect and eternal.

Most types, but not all, are provided in the Old Testa-
ment and then identified and explained in the New Tes-
tament. For instance, there is the illustration of Jesus
being lifted up in John 3:14,

YAnd as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilder-
ness, even so must the Son of Man be lifted up.

That verse is a reference to the story in Numbers 21:4-
9 when the people spoke against both God and Moses
by complaining about why God brought them out of
Egypt into the wilderness. They complained about the
manna and actually called it “worthless bread” (v5).
So, God sent a host of fiery serpents to bite the people
and many died (v6). Once the people realized how they
had sinned against God, they asked Moses to pray for
them (v7) which he did. So, God commanded Moses to
make a fiery serpent, place it on a pole, and everyone
who was bitten lived when they looked at it. The ser-
pent on the pole is a “type”, or illustration, that fore-
shadowed Christ becoming sin on a cross, or the
“antitype”. Just as the serpent had to be lifted up on a
post, so Christ had to be lifted up on a cross. As the
people looked at the golden serpent, they were physical-
ly saved, and as sinners look at Christ on the cross they
are spiritually saved. Now, unless Christ had specifical-
ly identified and explained the parallel, it could not be
known that the serpent on the pole was a “type”.

Colossians 2:16-17 speaks further about the idea of
types and calls certain elements of Scripture as “a shad-
ow of things to come”.

%S0 let no one judge you in food or in drink, or
regarding a festival or a new moon or sabbaths,
"which are a_shadow of things to come, but the
substance is of Christ.

All of the various feasts in the Old Testament are types.
The Passover Lamb in Exodus when the people were
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delivered from Egypt is a “type” and is fulfilled in
Christ. When Christ and the disciples partook of the
Passover meal in the breaking of the bread and
drinking of the wine, Christ declared that it repre-
sented His body that would be broken and His blood
that would be shed. 1 Corinthians 5:7 clearly
states that Christ is the “antitype” when it says,

"Therefore purge out the old leaven, that you
may be a new lump, since you truly are un-
leavened. For indeed Christ, our Passover,
was sacrificed for us.

Even though the word “type” is not used in this pas-
sage, it still provides a very clear and divine affir-
mation that Christ is the “antitype”. With types and
antitypes there must always be some form of divine
affirmation that verifies something is a “type” with
an “antitype”.

In 1 Corinthians 10, for instance, Paul puts forth
the example of the Israelites wandering in the wil-
derness as a “type” or “example” to help keep the
believer from falling into the same sins as the chil-
dren of Israel. He states this in 1 Corinthians 10:6-
11,

®Now these things became our examples
(typos), to the intent that we should not lust
after evil things as they also lusted. "And do
not become idolaters as were some of them. As
it is written, “The people sat down to eat and
drink, and rose up to play.” °Nor let us com-
mit sexual immorality, as some of them did,
and in one day twenty-three thousand fell;
®nor let us tempt Christ, as some of them also
tempted, and were destroyed by serpents;
nor complain, as some of them also com-
plained, and were destroyed by the destroyer.
“Now all these things happened to them as
examples (typos), and they were written for
our admonition, upon whom the ends of the
ages have come.

One of the greatest examples of typology in the Bi-
ble is found in the study of the wilderness tabernacle
and how it relates man to God and God to man.
Take something like the veil that separated the Holy
Place from the Holy of Holies. When Christ was
crucified, the veil was torn from top to bottom to

show that there was no longer a separation between God
and man, but that Christ had opened the way for believ-
ers to have fellowship with God. In the tabernacle were
the various articles of furniture in which Christ is won-
derfully portrayed. There is the role of the earthly high
priest and Christ being so often referred to as the Great
High Priest.

Other examples would be the sacrificial lambs of the
Old Testament sacrificial system.  Christ is the
“antitype” in that He became the ultimate and complete
sacrificial Lamb. And obviously, in order to fully un-
derstand the book of Hebrews, “types” and “antitypes”
must be appreciated and understood simply because so
much of the book of Hebrews references what took
place in the Old Testament as a way of validating both
the person and work of Christ.

The point in this is that the Bible is the sole authority
and guide for determining if something is a “type”, and
in order to be a “type”, the Scriptures must provide an
“antitype”. So, if there is no place in the Scriptures that
indicate something to be an *“antitype” (or a similar
word like “example” or “shadow”), then it would be
more correct to just call it an illustration. One of the
worst things that someone can do is to spiritualize
Scripture, or simply make it say something that it does
not actually say. Much too often people have spiritual-
ized something and called it a “type” when in reality
there was no apparent “antitype” provided for it.

One last point about types is that when types are under-
stood, they provide a defense against the theological
poison of what is known as “higher criticism”. An un-
derlying and subtle effect of “higher criticism” is to try
and prove that the Bible is not what it claims to be.
These critics would say that the Bible is not and does
not contain the actual and literal words of God. So,
whenever the types are understood, each of them invari-
ably attests to the authenticity, legitimacy, accuracy and
ensuing faithfulness of God’s Word.

Continued In next edition...
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