
Bible Study: THE DOCTRINES OF THE BIBLE 
Prayer Series: Survey of the Doctrines of Prayer 
Pastor Eddie Ildefonso  08-03-12 
              (1)  

Prayer and Missions 
By E. M. Bounds 
 
     MISSIONS mean the giving of the gospel to those of Adam’s fallen race who have 
never heard of Christ and his atoning death. It means the giving to others the opportunity 
to hear of salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ, and allowing others to have a chance 
to receive, and accept the blessings of the gospel, as we have it in Christianized lands. It 
means that those who enjoy the benefits of the gospel give these same religious 
advantages and gospel privileges to all of mankind. Prayer has a great deal to do with 
missions. Prayer is the hand-maid of missions. The success of all real missionary effort is 
dependent on prayer. The life and spirit of missions are the life and spirit of prayer. Both 
prayer and missions were born in the divine mind. Prayer and missions are bosom 
companions. Prayer creates and makes missions successful, while missions lean heavily 
on prayer. In the seventy-second Psalm, one which deals with the Messiah, it is stated 
that “prayer shall be made for him continually.” Prayer would be made for his coming 
to save man, and prayer would be made for the success of the plan of salvation which he 
would come to set on foot. 
 
     The Spirit of Jesus Christ is the spirit of missions. Our Lord Jesus Christ was himself 
the first missionary. His promise and advent composed the first missionary movement. 
The missionary spirit is not simply a phase of the gospel, not a mere feature of the plan of 
salvation, but is its very spirit and life. The missionary movement is the church of Jesus 
Christ marching in militant array, with the design of possessing the whole world of 
mankind for Christ. Whoever is touched by the Spirit of God is fired by the missionary 
spirit. An anti-missionary Christian is a contradiction in terms. We might say that it 
would be impossible to be an anti-missionary Christian because of the impossibility for 
the divine and human forces to put men in such a state as not to align them with the 
missionary cause. Missionary impulse is the heartbeat of our Lord Jesus Christ, sending 
the vital forces of himself through the whole body of the church. The spiritual life of 
God’s people rises or falls with the force of those heartbeats. When these life forces 
cease, then death ensues. So that anti-missionary churches are dead churches, just as anti-
missionary Christians are dead Christians. 
 
     The craftiest wile of Satan, if he cannot prevent a great movement for God, is to 
debauch the movement. If he can put the movement first, and the spirit of the movement 
in the background, he has materialized and thoroughly debauched the movement. Mighty 
prayer only will save the movement from being materialized, and keep the spirit of the 
movement strong and controlling. 
 
     The key of all missionary success is prayer. That key is in the hands of the home 
churches. The trophies won by our Lord in heathen lands will be won by praying 
missionaries, not by professional workers in foreign lands. More especially will this 
success be won by saintly praying in the churches at home? The home church on her 
knees fasting and praying is the great base of spiritual supplies, the sinews of war, and the 
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pledge of victory in this dire and final conflict. Financial resources are not the real sinews 
of war in this fight. Machinery in itself carries no power to break down heathen walls, 
open effectual doors and win heathen hearts to Christ. Prayer alone can do the deed. 
 
     Aaron and Hur did not more surely give victory to Israel through Moses, than a 
praying church through Jesus Christ will give victory on every battlefield in heathen 
lands. It is as true in foreign fields as it is in home lands. The praying church wins the 
contest. The home church has done but a paltry thing when she has furnished the money 
to establish missions and support her missionaries. Money is important, but money 
without prayer is powerless in the face of the darkness, the wretchedness and the sin in 
unchristianized lands. Prayerless giving breeds barrenness and death. Poor praying at 
home is the solution of poor results in the foreign field. Prayerless giving is the secret of 
all crises in the missionary movements of the day, and is the occasion of the 
accumulation of debts in missionary boards. 
 
     It is all right to urge men to give of their means to the missionary cause. But it is much 
more important to urge them to give their prayers to the movement. Foreign missions 
need, today, more the power of prayer than the power of money. Prayer can make even 
poverty in the missionary cause move on amidst difficulties and hindrances. Much money 
without prayer is helpless and powerless in the face of the utter darkness and sin and 
wretchedness on the foreign field. 
 
     This is peculiarly a missionary age. Protestant Christianity is stirred as it never was 
before in the line of aggression in pagan lands. The missionary movement has taken on 
proportions that awaken hope, kindle enthusiasm, and which demand the attention, if not 
the interest, of the coldest and the most lifeless. Nearly every church has caught the 
contagion, and the sails of their proposed missionary movements are spread wide to catch 
the favoring breezes. Herein is the danger just now; that the missionary movement will 
go ahead of the missionary spirit. This has always been the peril of the church, losing the 
substance in the shade, losing the spirit in the outward shell, and contenting itself in the 
mere parade of the movement, putting the force of effort in the movement and not in the 
spirit. 
 
     The magnificence of this movement may not only blind us to the spirit of it, but the 
spirit which should give life and shape to the movement may be lost in the wealth of the 
movement as the ship, borne by favoring winds, may be lost when these winds swell to a 
storm. 
 
     Not a few of us have heard many eloquent and earnest speeches stressing the 
imperative need of money for missions where we have heard only one stressing the 
imperative need of prayer. All our plans and devices drive to the one end of raising 
money, not to quicken faith and promote prayer. The common idea among church leaders 
is that if we get the money, prayer will come as a matter of course. The very reverse is 
the truth. If we get the church at the business of praying, and thus secure the spirit of 
missions, money will more than likely come as a matter of course. Spiritual agencies and 
spiritual forces never come as a matter of course. Spiritual duties and spiritual factors, left 
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to the “matter of course” law, will surely fall out and die. Only the things which are 
stressed live and rule in the spiritual realm. They who give, will not necessarily pray. 
Many in our churches are liberal givers who are noted for their prayerlessness. One of the 
evils of the present-day missionary movement lies just there. Giving is entirely removed 
from prayer. Prayer receives scant attention, while giving stands out prominently. They 
who truly pray will be moved to give. Praying creates the giving spirit. The praying ones 
will give liberally and self-denyingly. He who enters his closet to God, will also open his 
purse to God. But perfunctory grudging, assessment-giving kills the very spirit of prayer. 
Emphasizing the material to the neglect of the spiritual, by an inexorable law retires and 
discounts the spiritual. 
 
     It is truly wonderful how great a part money plays in the modern religious movements, 
and how little prayer plays in them. In striking contrast with that statement, it is 
marvelous how little a part money played in primitive Christianity as a factor in 
spreading the gospel, and how wonderful a part prayer played in it. 
 
     The grace of giving is nowhere cultured to a richer growth than in the closet. If all our 
missionary boards and secretaryships were turned into praying bands, until the agony of 
real prayer and travail with Christ for a perishing world came on them, real estate, bank 
stocks, United States bonds would be in the market for the spreading of Christ's gospel 
among men. If the spirit of prayer prevailed, missionary boards whose individual 
members are worth millions, would not be staggering under a load of debt and great 
churches would not have a yearly deficit and a yearly grumbling, grudging, and pressure 
to pay a beggarly assessment to support a mere handful of missionaries, with the 
additional humiliation of debating the question of recalling some of them. The ongoing of 
Christ's kingdom is locked up in the closet of prayer by Christ himself, and not in the 
contribution box. 
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