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DISCIPLESHIP IN AN
EVIL DAY (Part 4)

The Great
Announcement

“All authority in heaven and on earth has
been given to me.” Matthew 28:18

In Heaven and on Earth

The titles “Lord” and “Savior of the
world” are familiar in our Christian vocabu-
lary. Apart from the unfolding drama of re-
demption, they are mere slogans. In fact,
these phrases have taken on a less radical
meaning in our ordinary usage today. We
often speak of “making Jesus our personal
Lord and Savior,” but this obscures two

important points.

First, we do not make Jesus any-
thing, especially Lord and Savior. It is
because he already is Lord and Savior
that we are freed from the fear of death
and hell. All authority belongs to him
already.

Second, the gospel announces Jesus
Christ not only as your personal Lord
and Savior or mine, but as the Lord
and Savior of the world. All authority
in heaven and on earth belongs to him.
As the risen Lord, he is given by the Fa-
ther the power to judge and to justify.
Salvation is not just “fire insurance” or
“sin management.” The gospel promis-
es far more than going to heaven when
you die. It is an all-encompassing pledge
from God for the total renewal of crea-
tion. It involves the resurrection of our
bodies and the liberation of the whole
creation from its bondage to sin and
death. What insurance plan, global mar-
ket, or government agency can claim this
kind of authority over life and death?
When he returns, Jesus will judge every
person and nation and consummate his
kingdom in everlasting righteousness
and peace. We cannot limit salvation to
our private world of the soul; the whole
cosmos was created by the Father, in the
Son, through the Spirit, and it is upheld
and finally redeemed in the same way.

The privatized view of Jesus merely
as “personal Lord and Savior” does
not really provoke controversy today.
After all, our non-Christian neighbors
shrug, “Whatever works for you!”
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However, these ascriptions of praise to Jesus Christ
were subversive on the lips of early Christians in the
Roman Empire. After all, they were titles that Cae-
sar had ascribed to himself. People could believe
whatever they wanted to in private. Whatever they
found morally useful, therapeutically valuable, or
spiritually and intellectually enlightening was fine.
In fact, when it came to gods, the more the merrier!

The Roman Empire was a melting pot of cul-
tures and religions. However, whatever varied reli-
gions and spiritualties it tolerated, Rome insisted
that they contribute to the civil religion that included
the cult of the emperor. God could have his heaven,
or the inner soul, but Caesar was “lord of the
earth.”

The early Christians were not fed to wild beasts
or dipped in wax and set ablaze as lamps in Nero’s
garden because they thought Jesus was a helpful life
coach or role model but because they witnessed to
him as the only Lord and Savior of the world. Jesus
Christ doesn’t just live in the private hearts of indi-
viduals as the source of an inner peace. He is the
Creator, Ruler, Redeemer, and Judge of all the
earth. And now he commands everyone everywhere
to repent. All idols are shams. All power and author-
ity not only in heaven but on earth is Christ’s. He
has cast Satan out of the heavenly sanctuary, where
he prosecuted the saints day and night (Revelation
12). And now, having bound the strong man, he is
looting his house on earth, taking back what right-
fully belongs to him (Matthew 12:29).

Matthew 12:29 (NASB)

2“Or how can anyone enter the strong
man's house and carry off his property, un-
less he first binds the strong man? And then
he will plunder his house.”

We can only imagine the offense that such testi-
mony as the following might have aroused in Caesar
or his emissaries:

Colossians 1:16-20 (NASB)

%«Eor by Him all things were created,
both in the heavens and on earth, visible
and invisible, whether thrones or domin-
ions or rulers or authorities—all things
have been created through Him and for
Him.

"He is before all things, and in Him all

things hold together.

¥ He is also head of the body, the church;
and He is the beginning, the firstborn from
the dead, so that He Himself will come to
have first place in everything.

Y For it was the Father’s good pleasure for
all the fullness to dwell in Him,

2 and through Him to reconcile all things to
Himself, having made peace through the
blood of His cross; through Him, I say,
whether things on earth or things in heav-
en.”

Later in Colossians Paul writes,
Colossians 2:13-15 (NASB)
B3 «\When you were dead in your transgressions
and the uncircumcision of your flesh, He made
you alive together with Him, having forgiven us
all our transgressions,
“having canceled out the certificate of debt
consisting of decrees against us, which was hos-
tile to us; and He has taken it out of the way,
having nailed it to the cross.
>When He had disarmed the rulers and au-
thorities, He made a public display of them,
having triumphed over them through Him.”

The “rulers and authorities”—whether sin, death,

and Satan themselves or their earthly lackeys who
spread destruction to the ends of the earth—are already
divested of their ultimate power. Like the deceiver him-
self, they fall over themselves in a stupor of pride, op-
pression, and persecution of the church, but they will all
be brought down; their time is short (Revelation 18).
Even in his “weakness,” God has made a mockery of
the powerful of this age (1 Corinthians 1:25-29).

1 Corinthians 1:25-29 (NASB)

2> «Because the foolishness of God is wiser than
men, and the weakness of God is stronger than
men.

26 For consider your calling, brethren, that
there were not many wise according to the
flesh, not many mighty, not many noble;

?"hut God has chosen the foolish things of the
world to shame the wise, and God has chosen
the weak things of the world to shame the
things which are strong,

8 and the base things of the world and the des-
pised God has chosen, the things that are not,
so that He may nullify the things that are,




50 that no man may boast before God.”

Caesars may still rule and demand the proper
temporal allegiance of their subjects (Romans 13:1
—7), but they rule at the pleasure of the Sovereign of
the universe. Disease may stalk and death may claim
our bodies, but it no longer has the last word: “O
death, where is your victory? O death, where is
your sting?”” (1 Corinthians 15:55). Our fate does
not lie in the impersonal forces of nature. We are not
at the mercy of insurance companies and health care
providers. Not the invisible hand of the market but
Jesus Christ is Lord of all powers and principalities.

Of course, devout Jews agreed that there was
only one universal sovereign, Yahweh, and stoutly
refused any collusion with Gentile idolatry. Howev-
er, they just as sharply rejected the apostles’ transfer
of the name of Yahweh in the prophets (Joel 2:32)
to Jesus (Acts 2:21; Romans 10:13).

Joel 2:32 (NASB)

%2«And it will come about that whoever
calls on the name of the LORD Will be de-
livered; For on Mount Zion and in Jerusa-
lem There will be those who escape, As the
LORD has said, Even among the survivors
whom the LORD calls.”

Acts 2:21 (NASB)

2L«AND IT SHALL BE THAT EVERY-
ONE WHO CALLS ON THE NAME OF
THE LORD WILL BE SAVED.”

Romans 10:13 (NASB)

B«“For “WHOEVER WILL CALL ON
THE NAME OF THE LORD WILL BE
SAVED.”

They regarded as blasphemy such statements as
we find in Acts 4:12: “And there is salvation in no
one else; for there is no other name under heaven
that has been given among men by which we
must be saved.”

The boundaries of Israel are now redrawn
around Jesus Christ. There is a new kingdom, from
heaven, spreading its dominion in this world. It is
not a kingdom of power and glory, with an earthly
capital. It is a kingdom of grace and forgiveness,
overcoming the death and condemnation under
which the world lies helpless.

Are you rattled by the magnitude of opposition to
the gospel, increasingly even in the nations once nomi-
nally committed to a vaguely Christian culture? Does
the Great Commission seem threatened by the gathering
forces of secularism, militant Islam, consumerism, vio-
lence, and moral relativism? These are among the
“principalities and powers” that Christ has vanquished
objectively, although their effects have not yet been fi-
nally and forever eliminated.

New Testament scholar Oscar Cullmann compared
Christ’s resurrection and return in glory to “D-day” and
“V-day” during World War I1. The landing assault
broke the back of the Nazi forces, but insurgent battles
raged until victory in Europe was fully realized. Even
now, Christ has crushed the head of the serpent and is
setting prisoners free. All authority in heaven and on
earth is given to him. Are you distressed by your lack of
understanding, zeal, or faithfulness in your own disci-
pleship, much less in your appreciation for the Great
Commission? Christ is Lord! He has forgiven you all of
your sins and has given you a new heart. In spite of eve-
ry setback, you are assured that your Shepherd-King has
already won the war!

CORAM DEO
(Before the face of God)

As Christ’s embassy of grace, the church is com-
missioned with the most important vocation in the cos-
mos right now: the forgiveness and renewal of sinners.
The church’s ministry—preaching the gospel, baptizing,
communing, and caring for the growing flock—is al-
ready determined by its ascended King. To say that this
is the most important work to be done in the world right
now is not to say that it is the only important work to be
done. The church cannot say or do everything that needs
to be said and done by Christians working alongside
non-Christians in society.

What about Jesus’s miraculous signs? Aren’t they
indicative of the all-encompassing renewal of creation?
Jesus not only forgives and renews but heals and raises
the dead. Yes, all of this is true. The kingdom is just this
all-encompassing, but not everyone was healed. Not on-
ly were the resurrections few in number, but the benefi-
ciary ended up dying again on another day. They were
not raised in glory, as Jesus was and we will be one day.
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What we have in these miraculous signs is a testi-
mony to Christ and his kingdom’s inauguration, not
a pattern for our work of consummating it. The age
to come is breaking in on this present evil age, but
it’s still this present evil age. Jesus healed the para-
Iytic and said, “Take heart, my son; your sins are
forgiven,” provoking charges of blasphemy from
the religious leaders (Matthew 9:2). Knowing their
thoughts, Jesus said, “*Why do you think evil in
your hearts? For which is easier, to say, “Your
sins are forgiven,” or to say, “Rise and walk?”
But that you may know that the Son of Man has
authority on earth to forgive sins’—he then said to
the paralytic—‘Rise, pick up your bed and go
home’” (Matthew 9:4-6, emphasis added). Jesus’s
works were signs that all authority was given to him
to judge and to forgive, not object lessons for our
fulfillment of the Great Commission.

The central mandate of the Great Commission—
to proclaim the gospel to everyone in the world—
used to be taken for granted by Christians, especial-
ly by evangelicals. Convinced that salvation comes
through hearing and believing the gospel, genera-
tions of ordinary Christians left the comfort of kith
(acquaintances) and kin (kinsfolk) to hazard unfa-
miliar and often unwelcoming engagement with
those who had not yet heard the Good News.

Continued in next edition...
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Hebrews 7 — Overview Part 3

When looking at Hebrews 7:11-28, it is broken down
into basically two parts — v11-19 and v20-28. The first
section deals with the insufficiency and imperfection of
the Levitical priesthood system in contrast with the su-
periority of the new priestly system that is “according
to the order of Melchizedek” (v17). In essence what
the writer is saying is that the priestly order of Melchiz-
edek replaces the priestly order of Aaron. Now, wheth-
er that means much to us can be debated, but it meant
everything to the Hebrew. Their entire belief system
was based on the Levitical priesthood, but if it was a
deficient and ineffective means of actually obtaining
eternal forgiveness of sins, then how important was it
for the author to make this argument. He has to con-
vince the Hebrews how utterly worthless it would be for
them to go back into something that has absolutely no
life transforming power and no saving value whatsoev-
er.

The second section deals with the absolute greatness of
the new High Priest that is of “the order of Melchize-
dek”. In v22, He has become “a surety of a better
covenant”. l.e., He is the guarantee of the new cove-
nant that God has made. It is not simply that He gives a
guarantee, but rather that He is the guarantee. In v24,
He is a priest that “continues forever”. In v25, He is




“able to save to the uttermost”, or completely and
forever. The Amplified Bible says “completely,
perfectly, finally, and for all time and eternity”.
V25 says that He “always lives to make interces-
sion” for those whom He saves. In v26, He is said
to be “holy, harmless, undefiled, separate from
sinners”, and “higher than the heavens”. In v27,
He “offered up Himself”. And in v28, He has been
“perfected forever”. Now, each of those descrip-
tions of Christ as the new High Priest is there to ex-
pose the utter insufficiency and imperfection of the
Levitical priesthood. The priests could not guaran-
tee anything. Their ministry never continued, but
was only temporary and then someone else would
have to take their place. They could save no one.
Their intercession was limited. They were unholy,
not innocent, and they were defiled. That is why
they had to make a sacrifice for themselves before
they could ever make a sacrifice for someone else.

Obviously it is difficult for modern 21% century
Christians to relate to these kinds of issues, but this
particular argument and approach must be made in
order to help convince the doubting Hebrew believ-
ers of the utter superiority, supremacy, and preemi-
nence of Jesus Christ. Just think for a moment of
how this may apply to us today in the church. Just
think of the multitudes of professing Christians who
do not really have any meaningful regard for Christ.
You may ask the question, “How can you know
that? How can you know that someone takes very
little interest in Christ? Isn’t that more of a person-
al issue?” Well, not really, not really at all. This is
a God thing, a God issue, a God priority. The aver-
age professing Christian in our religious culture gen-
erally just gives a token response to the things of
God. The vast majority have no meaningful or even
regular time with God. Just think about that for a
moment — never spending any personal time in the
Word of God. | wonder what God thinks about
that? Many people lead very busy lives and on
some days time is a very precious commaodity, but is
that a legitimate excuse for ignoring the most im-
portant means that God has given to believers for
having fellowship with Him? What about words
like “seek first the kingdom of God and His right-
eousness” in Matthew 6:33? What does that really
mean for a Christian? Colossians 3:1-2 says,

'If then you were raised with Christ, seek

those things which are above, where Christ is,

sitting at the right hand of God. 2Set your mind
on things above, not on things on the earth.

What is Paul trying to say in those verses? Hebrews
11:6 declares that “God is a rewarder of those who
diligently seek Him”.

In eternity when a believer stands before God and gives
an account of their life, it is doubtful that any of
someone’s excuses for not seeking His kingdom first
will have much weight or significance. In the final
analysis, it will simply be a matter of having misplaced
and misaligned priorities. It would be good for every
God-honoring believer to evaluate if the time that they
allot to God’s Word is really sufficient enough to have a
meaningful impact on their lives or not. In the same
way that countless Christians seem to have time for
many things other than God’s Word or any life trans-
forming fellowship with Him, many professing Chris-
tians seem to treat the church with a measure of indif-
ference. They have taken something that God has de-
clared sacred and made it what Hebrews 10:29 declares
to be a “common thing”. If we were really honest
about the spiritual condition of many professing believ-
ers’ commitment and faithfulness to just the simple
things of God, the obvious conclusion would have to be
one of spiritual indifference, disinterest, and apathy to-
wards Christ and His church. The most frightening
thing about all of this is how easily people seem to be-
come spiritually numb to the only thing that really mat-
ters — a heartfelt commitment to Jesus Christ. Obedi-
ence has become optional. Faithfulness to the things of
God has become non-compelling in light of personal
preferences and objectives. So, even though this section
of Hebrews may at first seem somewhat difficult to
grasp and relate to, in the overall landscape of the mod-
ern day church, this thrust of the author to convince be-
lievers of the incredible preeminence of Jesus Christ
seems to be much more relevant than maybe is gleaned
at first glance.

Now, so far it has been seen that the primary thrust of
Hebrews 7-10 is all about the high priestly ministry and
work of Christ. Nothing can be more important to the
Christian life than understanding the depth and profun-
dity of the work of Christ on the believer’s behalf.
However, in reality this amazing work of Christ has
been the ultimate focus of the writer since the opening
chapter and specifically since Hebrews 2:17 which
says,




YTherefore, in all things He had to be made
like His brethren, that He might be a merciful
and faithful High Priest in things pertaining to
God, to make propitiation for the sins of the
people.

This verse is the first place in the New Testament
that Christ is actually called a “High Priest”. One
of the things that may not be apparent is that the de-
scription of this particular work of Christ is solely
unique to the book of Hebrews in the New Testa-
ment. In fact, this particular ministry of Christ is
not mentioned anywhere else in the entire Bible.
Paul never once calls Christ a priest or a high priest,
and Peter who is the one who calls believers a
“royal priesthood” never mentions that Christ is a
high priest. Even if we look at the final picture of
the heavenly kingdom that is provided in Revela-
tion, it never refers to Christ as a high priest. He-
brews is the only book in the entire Bible that men-
tions this unique aspect of Christ’s ministry for be-
lievers. For the Hebrews, the concept of having
“another” high priest in Hebrews 7:11 was not one
that they would readily accept. The actual word for
“another” is the Greek word “heteros” which
means another of a different kind. The word
“allos”, which means another of the same Kkind,
would have been used if it was just another high
priest from the same Levitical system. Obviously,
that was not the case at all.

For the Hebrews their entire religious life revolved
around the Levitical priesthood — everything. So,
this idea of having a different kind of high priest
was a very radical departure from what they had al-
ways known. Today it would be similar to someone
coming along and saying that the Catholic church
would no longer be governed by a pope or that
churches would no longer have pastors. You can
imagine how difficult that would be for people to
just accept. However, in essence that is exactly the
kind of radical paradigm shift that the author is ad-
dressing. To make it even worse, what he is saying
is that the entire Levitical system that all of their
religious life was based on was no longer of any val-
ue to them. Just imagine someone coming along
today and declaring that the New Testament church
as we know it was no longer a valid spiritual entity.
In fact, that is exactly the scenario that will happen
at the rapture of the church. The church will be re-

moved and will no longer be that channel of redemption
that it has been for nearly the last 2000 years. However,
a very powerful and false church will still exist and will
still offer people a very false salvation.

It is still important to appreciate and understand that the
entire Levitical system — the priesthood, the temple, and
all of the sacrifices — were merely types, and temporary
at best. At a very foundational level, they were never
able in and of themselves to save anyone. They were
never saving in their function, but were only there in a
symbolic way to symbolize that which was to come. In
fact, in Hebrews 8: 5 the writer actually identifies all of
the Levitical trappings as just “the copy and shadow of
the heavenly things”. Hebrews 9:9-10 reiterates the
same thing when it declares,

It was symbolic for the present time in which
both gifts and sacrifices are offered which cannot
make him who performed the service perfect in
regard to the conscience—'°concerned only with
foods and drinks, various washings, and fleshly
ordinances imposed until the time of reformation.

Hebrews 10:8-9 says,

®Previously saying, “Sacrifice and offering, burnt
offerings, and offerings for sin You did not desire,
nor_had pleasure in them” (which are offered ac-
cording to the law), °then He said, “Behold, | have
come to do Your will, O God.” He takes away the
first that He may establish the second.

Just think of the absolute shock that this would make on
a committed Hebrew. It would be similar to someone
telling you that all of the time and toil that you have put
into your church has had absolutely no temporal or eter-
nal value whatsoever. For me personally, I would find
that most difficult to even consider. My entire Christian
life has been deeply rooted in the confines of the local
church and its work in the world. | cannot imagine even
listening to someone who tried to diminish the value of
the church. However, that is exactly what is happening
here to the Jews. Everything that they placed value in
was being done away with, replaced, and annulled. In
the Jews mind, they simply did not understand what the
author meant when he said that God took no “pleasure”
in the sacrifices, or that “He takes away the first...”?
To the Hebrews, these are some of the most radical
statements that anyone could ever make to them. They
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believed that they were the only ones who actually
were saved and that they were the only people on
the face of the planet that had a legitimate religious
system — and now someone is telling them that it
was all spiritually worthless. Just think for a mo-
ment of all of the people that are involved in the cul-
tic Jehovah Witnesses or the Mormon church. They
think that they are the only ones saved, and in reality
they are the ones that are not saved. Everything that
they do from week to week and year to year is spirit-
ually worthless. It has absolutely no eternal value
whatsoever, and in the end will leave them utterly
destitute and without Christ. Have you ever tried to
witness to a Jehovah’s Witness or a Mormon? It
almost seems impossible to reach them. They are so
enamored in their false doctrines concerning Christ
that they have completely missed Him.

So what is being said here is exactly the same kind
of thing. The Jews deeply believed that they were
the only “people of God” because they had been
given these various ordinances and now the writer is
saying that all of that has changed and that what the
Levitical system did for them was not something
that could actually save them. This is absolutely
more than they can conceive. For many of these
Hebrews who are actually considering going back
into Judaism, maybe the most significant statement
that the author makes is in Hebrews 10:4 when he
says,

*For it is not possible that the blood of bulls
and goats could take away sins.

“What? What are you talking about?” They
thought that that was exactly what all of the sacrific-
es were doing — they were dealing with their sins,
taking their sins away, removing their sins. Then, to
actually make it even worse, Hebrews 7:18 says,

8For on the one hand there is an annulling of
the former commandment because of its weak-
ness and unprofitableness,

The impact that the words “annulling” and
“unprofitableness” and “weakness” had on the
Jewish mindset would be almost impossible to fully
explain. The word “annulling” simply meant that
the “former commandment” that produced the Le-
vitical priesthood system was being completely set

aside. Now just imagine that for a moment. This is
amazing — the entire Jewish system of worship had be-
come completely negated. All of the paraphernalia of
the sacrificial system, the whole ceremonial system — all
of it was canceled, annulled, and done away with entire-
ly. God assured its end just a few years later in 70AD
when He allowed the Temple to be destroyed and all of
the sacrifices stopped. If there was no more temple and
no more sacrifices, then there was no more need for any
priests. That was all they did — minister in the temple.
Just imagine one day waking up to the news that the
United States government, the Constitution, and the Bill
of Rights had been completely annulled and done away
with? Just think of how you would feel when you heard
that. You would be mad, outraged, confused, and prob-
ably militant in your reaction and disapproval. Well,
that is how many of these Hebrews would have felt.
Even though they had come to Christ and were con-
vinced of His salvation, they still had trouble letting go
of their heritage and their religious roots.

In the Greek language, the word “annulling” is a word
that has an incredibly strong meaning. It means to de-
clare something invalid, to not recognize it any longer,
to make it ineffective, inoperative, and nonexistent. It is
a word that describes the doing away of something that
has been established and was used of annulling a treaty,
a promise, a law, or a regulation. It was a word used for
removing a man’s name from a document. The only
other place that this particular word is used in the New
Testament is in Hebrews 9:26 which speaking of Christ
says,

®He then would have had to suffer often since the
foundation of the world; but now, once at the end
of the ages, He has appeared to put away sin by
the sacrifice of Himself.

In this verse, the words “put away” are the same Greek
word for “annulling”, and it means that at the cross that
the guilt and power of sin were entirely canceled. Now,
| find that to be really good news!

In the Greek Interlinear Bible the word
“unprofitableness” is  actually translated as
“uselessness”. The law was useless in the sense that it
could not save or bring about inward changes in a per-
son. An outward code and a system of rules may actu-
ally point someone in the right direction (and the moral
law of God certainly does that), but innate to any set of
rules is the simple fact that in and of themselves they




have no power to change the heart. Then to make
the description of what had taken place even more
vivid to the Hebrews, the writer reinforces his de-
fense by using the word “weakness”. It is a word
that describes the utter powerlessness of the Law to
produce righteousness and a life pleasing to God.

All of the elements of the Levitical priesthood and
the sacrificial ceremonies were types pointing to the
ultimate antitype which was Christ. A type never
has any saving value — never. So, with that in mind,
one of the things that the author is consistently do-
ing throughout the entire letter to the Hebrews is
trying to convince these believers that they cannot
make the type to be the antitype. He simply does
not want them to trust in something that has no sav-
ing value. He does not want them to replace that
which is real and powerful for their lives with some-
thing that is not. Unfortunately, this replacing one
religious thing for another happens all of the time.
As an example, there are many instances where say,
church membership or baptism, has become a false
substitute for genuine salvation. People have been
convinced that if they are a member of a church, or
maybe that they have “made a decision” and have
been baptized that that is what saves them. In reali-
ty, nothing could be further from the truth. The sub-
stitutes, even though each is important and meaning-
ful after salvation, do not possess any kind of saving
value whatsoever prior to salvation. In fact, they
may become the very hindrance and obstacle that
actually prevents someone from being saved. Un-
fortunately, that is probably the case in more in-
stances than not. People and denominations have
made the substitute to be the real thing — which it is
not. Just think of all of the people, for instance, that
may have listened to someone like Robert Schuler
and his Crystal Cathedral gospel and he convinced
them that they had salvation. Think of someone like
Joel Osteen who offers his meaningless gospel to
people, writes his worthless books, and somehow
convinces people that they are actually saved. Men
like this have successfully replaced the real means
of salvation with a false means of salvation and un-
fortunately people have fully embraced it. | cannot
think of anything worse than having to stand before
God and answer for these kinds of incredible spiritu-
al atrocities being pawned off on the church where
you have removed the real means of salvation and

replaced it with a false gospel that is absolutely worth-
less and damning.

Now, a key element that Hebrews 7 introduces is the
word “covenant”. Covenants do not have the same im-
portance to us today that they had to the Jewish nation.
To them, their covenants were critical. The word
“covenant” is used 28 times in the New Testament, and
16 of those are in Hebrews, and 14 of that 16 are in He-
brews 7-10. So, one-half of the number of times that
the word is used in the New Testament is in Hebrews 7-
10. It has to be one of the most important terms in this
section to understand. The first mention of the term
“covenant” is Hebrews 7:22 which says,

%’y so much more Jesus has become a surety of a
better covenant.

In the Scriptures, a “covenant” was the vehicle that es-
tablished the terms for a relationship. It would be simi-
lar to the covenants that a couple makes at a wedding
ceremony. The vows and promises that they make to
each other are what establish how their marriage should
be viewed and lived out between them. When someone
goes into one of the armed services, they take an oath,
and that oath is what establishes how they are to view
what it is that they are doing. It is to govern their be-
havior. So, when God made various covenants, He did
so in order to establish how His relationship to His peo-
ple should be lived out — both from their side and His
side. The covenants established how God would relate
to men and how men should relate to God. So, when
Jesus Christ came, what He did was to establish a new
and “better covenant”, or a new way in which believ-
ers would relate to God. Jesus had declared this to His
disciples when they were taking the Passover meal. In
Matthew 26:29 He declared,

8For this is My blood of the new covenant, which
is shed for many for the remission of sins

So for the Jew, the establishment of this new covenant
mentioned here in Hebrews 7 clearly meant that the old
covenant that they operated in had been superseded and
done away with, and as a part of that old covenant was
the priesthood of Aaron and the tribe of Levi. If the
priesthood of Aaron had been done away with, then the
law or covenant that established it also had to be done
away with. What is being discussed here was so radical
to the Jews that it almost defies explanation — doing
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away with the sacrifices, doing away with the priest-
hood, doing away with every ritual, and doing away
with every feast day. Everything that made them
Jewish is being done away with? How can that be?
It would be like taking away everything that makes
us Americans — apple pie, hamburgers, baseball,
football, freedom, liberty, and the pursuit of happi-
ness.

Now, as New Testament believers, all of this should
really be fairly easy to see and understand. We un-
derstand that the Law of God, both moral and cere-
monial, cannot save and never could. It was never
given as a means of salvation. Hebrews 7:11 and
18-19 reiterate this simple truth.

UTherefore, if (implies that it was not) perfec-
tion were through the Levitical priesthood (for
under it the people received the law), what
further need was there that another priest
should rise according to the order of Melchize-
dek, and not be called according to the order
of Aaron?

8For on the one hand there is an annulling of
the former commandment because of its weak-
ness and unprofitableness, **for the law made
nothing perfect; on the other hand, there is the
bringing in of a better hope, through which we
draw near to God.

Now, it is important to take a look at this last phrase
of Hebrews 7:19 — “through which we draw near
to God”. It seems as if this idea of drawing near to
God is really at the very heart of what the author is
trying to do in Hebrews — to help believers “draw
near to God” during some very difficult times in
their life. The phrase “draw near to God” is not a
very used phrase in the New Testament. There are
only four uses in the New Testament and one of
those is negative and occurs in Matthew 15:8 and is
a quote from lsaiah 29:13 speaking about how in-
sincerely people, and specifically the leaders, actual-
ly drew near to God.

8These people draw near to Me with their
mouth, and honor Me with their lips, but their
heart is far from Me. °And in vain they wor-
ship Me, teaching as doctrines the command-
ments of men.””

In Matthew 15:3 Jesus set the stage for what he was
going to say,

*He answered and said to them, “Why do you also
transgress the commandment of God because of
your tradition?

l.e., their tradition was actually causing them to violate
the very Word of God. They had elevated their tradition
and teaching above what the Word of God declared.
This is really a very strong rebuke. Outwardly the Isra-
elites drew near to God verbally and they said all of the
right and honorable things about God, but the problem
was that in reality their heart was very far from Him.
Isaiah actually says that their worship was vanity, and
one of the evidences of that vanity was that the doc-
trines that men taught had become more important to
them than the commandments of God.

This same scenario is so shockingly prevalent today that
it almost needs no explanation. Churches of all denomi-
nations have developed many cultural and traditional
ideas about God that are far removed from Scripture.
Church traditions actually invalidate the Word of God
In many cases. For instance, in many denominations
they practice what is known as “baptismal regenera-
tion”. This is a complete travesty of the doctrine of sal-
vation, regeneration, and justification. Young babies
are sprinkled and considered at that point to be a part of
the kingdom of God. That doctrine of man has com-
pletely invalidated the Word of God in those churches,
men fully ascribe to it, and the consequences lead to
eternal damnation. In essence, many people are attend-
ing churches, giving financially to that church, singing
songs, reading Scripture, and honoring God with their
lips, but in reality they are not even saved. Just think of
how deadly the *“easy believism” gospel has become.
Entire church movements are founded on a false prem-
ise. Many segments of the church have made the gospel
non-demanding.

The point in all of this is simple — it is not enough to
just “draw near to God” with our mouth and our reli-
gious activities and by participating in some kind of
spiritual formality. Salvation is not a mere theoretical
religious exercise. To the contrary, salvation is a very
real work of God in a person’s life and it has very real
results in their life. Salvation is something that actually
changes a person, something that actually transforms
their life. The changes really happen, and if they do not




happen then in essence salvation has never really
occurred. The new believer is given the indwelling
Holy Spirit and a new heart and those two things
have an immediate impact on the new believer’s
life. This idea of just being a member of a church or
having said a prayer at some time in your past, but
without any significant long-term evidence of real
salvation having occurred, has no eternal value
whatsoever. In just the next several verses after
this, Jesus offers a very stinging rebuke and says in
Matthew 15:14,

4|_et them alone. They are blind leaders of the
blind. And if the blind leads the blind, both
will fall into a ditch.”

“Let them alone!” Wow! How spiritually danger-
ous is that?

Now, the positive idea of drawing near to God is
only used in three (3) other places in the New Testa-
ment — Hebrews 7:19, Hebrews 10:22, and James

"Pfor the law made nothing perfect; on the
other hand, there is the bringing in of a better
hope, through which we draw near to God.

10:221at us draw near with a true heart in full
assurance of faith, having our hearts sprinkled
from an evil conscience and our bodies washed
with pure water.

*®Draw near to God and He will draw near to
you. Cleanse your hands, you sinners; and pu-
rify your hearts, you double-minded.

Before going any further, the obvious question must
be asked. What benefit, what profit, or what value
is there for Christians if in reality they may choose
not to “draw near to God” in their life? What if
believers become so enamored with their lifestyle,
their possessions, their creature comforts, and all of
their extra-curricular activities that they subtlety dis-
place true worship and honor of Christ with a mere
Christian facade? What if in reality all that believ-
ers do is simply go through the motions of Christi-
anity, but never really draw near to God. What if in
reality we never saw ourselves this way and were

just simply perpetuating another meaningless religion
that made people comfortable.

Personally, I believe that within the American Christian
culture that this is the norm and not the exception and
easily describes the vast landscape of cultural Christian-
ity today — a people who only draw near to God with
their lips and traditions, but not with their heart. It de-
scribes a people who go through all of the motions and
rituals of Christianity and who are simply satisfied with
a Sunday religion, but never really “draw near to God”
in the true sense of the meaning. Spiritually this is
deadly! One of the points that has been previously
made is that one of the ultimate goals of this entire letter
is to try and help these Hebrews know what it means to
enter into the most Holy Place, and then to encourage
them to do that very thing. This is the place of rest and
a spiritual refuge. This is that place where believers are
given strength, courage, and faith to become what God
wants them to be. Hebrews 10:19-20 alludes to this
when it says,

YTherefore, brethren, having boldness to enter
the Holiest by the blood of Jesus, by a new and
living way which He consecrated for us, through
the veil, that is, His flesh,

The “entering” is the issue, and it is the believer’s right
and privilege to actually enter into the true Holy of Ho-
lies and into the very presence of God that Christ has
secured and consecrated for them. The Greek word for
“enter” is “eisodos” and literally means “a way in”.

Now, what does it actually mean to “draw near to
God”? The words “draw near” are the Greek word
“engizo” and it simply means to approach or to come
near to something. In Hebrews 10:22, the author really
gives the heart of “how” someone draws near to God
when he says “let us draw near with a true heart in
full assurance of faith”. The word “true” is
“alethinos” which means true in the sense of that which
is genuine and authentic. It refers to that which
measures up to or consists of all that makes someone
the person that they would be expected to be. | am an
architect and just by the nature of that profession, | have
to measure up to a certain standard before I can be li-
censed and function as an architect. You would not
want to have heart surgery by a doctor who was aca-
demically last in his class and whose last ten patients
had died during surgery. There has to be some way to
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measure the reality and substance of what someone
says that they actually are.

When reading Hebrews 10:19, what it is saying is
that believers have the privilege of entering into
“the Holiest by the blood of Jesus”. They have the
privilege of entering into the very presence of God.
The mercy seat was located in the Holy of Holies. It
was the place where the Atonement was both made
and accepted when Jesus took His precious blood
into the Holy Place. Please remember that every-
thing that took place in the earthly temple was simp-
ly a “picture” and a “snapshot” of what actual in
heaven. Hebrews 9:12 says,

2Not with the blood of goats and calves, but
with His own blood He entered the Most Holy
Place once for all, having obtained eternal re-
demption.

Even today as Christians and as God’s children, en-
tering into the presence of God is not something that
is automatic. There has to be sincerity, genuineness,
honesty, and earnestness that is real. A “true
heart” is what God requires if a believer is to have
any level of meaningful fellowship with Him. This
is not God requiring some kind of unobtainable per-
fection on their part, but just a genuineness of heart,
a true heart, and a sincere heart. If a believer wants
to truly “draw near to God”, then that is what is
required, and it will take some level of introspection
and evaluation on their part to ensure that that is
how they approach God. Many times all many be-
lievers give God are the leftovers, the crumbs of
their day, and they fail to enter into His presence
with the kind of sincerity and honesty that He actu-
ally requires, and for the most part their fellowship
with Him at an intimate level is almost negligible.
Are they forgiven? Yes. Are they His children?
Yes. The issue, however, is not one of forgiveness
or being a part of God’s family. The issue is one of
sincerity and genuineness — and that is what is often
lacking.

The author also says in Hebrews 10:22 that believ-
ers are to draw near in a “full assurance of faith”.
It appears from all that the author has previously
talked about that these Hebrews did not have a “full
assurance of faith”. To the contrary, they were wa-
vering and drifting and thinking about going back

into something that had no meaningful value for their
life whatsoever. The very thing that they lacked was
faith, and the simple fact that they lacked faith meant
that they could not have any assurance. If Christians do
not really believe God, how in the world can they ever
think that they could have assurance of their salvation?
Paul addressed this in Romans 5:1-2 when he said,

Therefore, having been justified by faith, we
have peace with God through our Lord Jesus
Christ, “through whom also we have access by
faith into this grace in which we stand, and rejoice
in hope of the glory of God.

The believer’s “access” to God is twofold. First, it is
always “through” Christ. Whenever a believer comes
to God, it is always through the person and work of
Christ. No one has access to God apart from Christ. In
fact, that is the primary reason why Hebrews states on
five different occasions that Jesus Christ will be our
High Priest “forever”. It is because apart from Christ
we have no access to God. Our access is through Jesus
Christ. Even though we would like to think we do, we
have NO merit of our own relative to access to God —
no merit whatsoever. All of our righteousness is of no
spiritual value relative to our access to God. Even at
our very, very best, we still have deep rooted sin within
us. So, believers must come to God through the person
and work of Jesus Christ. The word in Romans 5:2 for
“access” is “prosagoge”. The word is made up of
“ago” which means to bring, and “pros” which means
facing. However, what does not come out in just read-
ing the text is that the Greek word actually refers to
someone who brings or escorts another person into the
presence of a third party. The French have a word that
they use called “entrée”, and it is the word that they use
when someone is clothed and prepared properly to come
into the presence of a king or dignitary. Now, that is
exactly what Jesus Christ does for the believer. He
clothes them with His righteousness, cleanses them with
His own precious blood, and then brings them into the
full favor of God the Father. He provides their access to
God. The NIV and the Amplified Bible use the word
“introduction”, or that Jesus provides our introduction
to God. To make it even better, the verb “have” (“have
access”) is in the perfect indicative tense which means
that believers have a permanent access. The perfect in-
dicative tense says that something happened in the past,
but still has an ongoing reference to the present. It is
the tense that stresses that what happened in the past has
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an important relationship to the present. So, the be-
liever’s “access” is because of something that hap-
pened in the past, or the work of Christ on the cross,
and it is a permanent access. In fact, the word
“stand” is also in the perfect indicative tense speak-
ing of the permanence of the believer’s salvation.

Secondly, however, what Paul says in Romans 5:2
is that the *access” itself also occurs on the be-
liever’s side through “faith”. At some point in their
life, every believer simply has to believe God. They
have to believe His Word. They have to come to a
personal conviction that what God says is true and
that their entire life can be entrusted to Him. If that
never truly happens in a believer’s life, then they
will find themselves like these Hebrews and waver-
ing every time something difficult and unpleasant
happens. In fact, just to reinforce that this is the
thrust of what the writer is saying, in Romans 5:3-5
he writes these words about “tribulations” (trials,
sufferings, troubles).

*And not only that, but we also glory in tribu-
lations, knowing that tribulation produces
perseverance; ‘and perseverance, character;
and character, hope. *Now hope does not dis-
appoint, because the love of God has been
poured out in our hearts by the Holy Spirit
who was given to us.

So, the one single thought that we want to leave He-
brews 7 with is that we have a great High Priest,
one who is able to save us to the uttermost, or com-
pletely. He is “higher than the heavens” and has
“offered up Himself” on our behalf. This is exactly
what the author will conclude in Hebrews 8:1 when
he says,

'Now this is the main point of the things we are saying:
We have such a High Priest, who is seated at the right
hand of the throne of the Majesty in the heavens.

ENDNOTES
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