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Series: The Resurrections

The Resurrections

Pastor Eddie Ildefonso
Matthew 28:1-10
(New series for Easter)

Today is Easter Sunday and, as Christians, we have gathered to celebrate the
resurrection of our Savior and Lord. But even as we celebrate, our hearts are heavy with
the realization that much is wrong with our world. Unrelenting hatred seems to rule
supreme in the hearts and lives of so many and the fruits of terror are all too evident.

The Resurrections
e Resurrections, examples of

1. Son of the widow of Zarephath-1 Kings 17:22 (NASB)

2. Son of the Shunammite-2 Kings 4:35 (NASB)

3. Dead man restored to life at touch of Elisha’s bones-2 Kings 13:21
(NASB)

4. Jairus’ daughter-Matthew 9:25 (NASB)

5. Saints at the time of the crucifixion-Matthew 27:52 (NASB);
Mark 5:42 (NASB)

6. Son of the widow of Nain-Luke 7:15 (NASB)

7. Lazarus of Bethany-John 11:44 (NASB)

8. Dorcas is resurrected-Acts 9:40 (NASB)

Much confusion has been introduced in prophetic interpretation by the unsupported
theory that all men will be raised at the same time. This simplistic prophetic program
ignores the details given in the prophetic Scripture concerning the various resurrections.
Instead of one general resurrection, Scripture presents as many as seven major
resurrections, some of which are past, others separated by long periods of time such as
resurrections which preceded or follow the thousand-year reign of Christ. The Scripture
clearly teaches that all will be raised in their time and place and that human existence
goes on forever. The study of the doctrine of resurrection provides an important outline in
the prophetic program related to this central truth of Christian faith and hope.

1. The Resurrection of Jesus Christ

First in order of the resurrections is the resurrection of Jesus Christ, presented in
prophecy in the Old Testament (as in Psalms 16:9-10), presented historically in the four
gospels, and dealt with theologically in the New Testament beginning with the Book of
Acts.

Psalms 16:9-10 (NASB)

® Therefore my heart is glad and my glory rejoices; My flesh also
WILL dwell securely.

For You will not abandon my soul to Sheol; Nor will You allow
Your Holy One to undergo decay.
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2. The Resurrection of the Saints in Jerusalem
Matthew 27:51-53 (NASB) ; Leviticus 23:9-14 (NASB)

3. The Resurrection of the Church

1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 (NASB) ; 1 Corinthians 15:51-58 (NASB) ; 1 John 3:2
(NASB)

The resurrection of the church is the first massive resurrection and is forerunner of
others to follow.

4. The Resurrection of the Old Testament Saints

Although the Old Testament constantly assumes the doctrine of resurrection, as stated
in Job 19:25-26, it is not the subject of extensive prophecy.

Daniel 12 describes the Great Tribulation in verse 1 and the resurrection in verse 2 as
a subsequent and climatic event in relation to it; see Daniel 12:1-2 (NASB)

In a similar way, the doctrine of resurrection in Isaiah 26:19-21, the awaking of dead
bodies from the earth, is related to the time when Christ comes to judge the world.

It is also significant that the particular phrase, “the dead in Christ,” is used to
describe those raised at the Rapture (1 Thessalonians 4:16).

5. The Resurrection of Tribulation Saints

Special mention is made of the resurrection of those who died as martyrs in the
Tribulation as being raised in connection with the second coming of Christ to establish
His kingdom. In Revelation 20:4 John writes that he saw:

This statement is explicit that the martyred dead of the tribulation will be raised when
Christ comes to establish His kingdom. See Revelation 20:5.

6. The Resurrection of the Millennial Saints
Isaiah 65:20 (NASB)

7. The Resurrection of the Wicked

The final resurrection is a resurrection apparently related only to those who are wicked.
According to Revelation 20:11-15, in connection with the judgment at the great white
throne, all the dead not previously raised are resurrected and stand before God to be
judged.

This is the final resurrection before the creation of the new heavens and the new earth.
Taken as a whole, Scripture is plain that all men are destined to be raised. As Daniel 12:2
summarizes it.

The resurrection of damnation, however, is an awful spectacle. Men will be given
bodies that will last forever, but bodies that are sinful and subject to pain and suffering.
Like the devil and his angels, they will exist forever in the lake of fire. This compelling
fact has driven men to carry the Gospel to the ends of the earth so as many as possible
may be snatched as brands from the burning (Jude 23) and delivered from the wrath of
God which is sure to come upon the ungodly.
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