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Listening to God

Read Psalm 46:1-10

LESSON 3
HOW GOD HAS SPOKEN

Through the ages, God has used a variety of ways to speak to His people. He
apparently talked face—to—face on a daily basis with Adam and Eve in the Garden of
Eden, meeting them in the cool of the day (Genesis 3:8).

Genesis 3:8 (NASB)

®“They heard the sound of the LORD God walking in the garden in
the cool of the day, and the man and his wife hid themselves from the
presence of the LORD God among the trees of the garden.”

After Adam and Eve disobeyed God and were expelled from the Garden, God turned
to other forms of communication with His beloved creation.

There are at least eight ways in which God spoke to His people in Bible times:
Direct revelation

Dreams

Written words

Prophets

Circumstances

Angels

Jesus Christ

The Holy Spirit
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Circumstances That Convey Confirmation

We spoke earlier about the proper interpretation of nature. Sometimes the
circumstances that God uses to confirm His word involve natural phenomena. One of the
most notable examples in the Bible is the story of Gideon. Being unsure that he was
hearing God clearly and being a little fearful, Gideon asked God to confirm His word that
Gideon was to lead the people in battle. He laid out a fleece one evening and asked that
God make it soaking wet and the ground around it dry the following morning. Sure
enough, the next morning the fleece was wet and the ground dry. Next, he asked that the
fleece be dry in the midst of wet grass. Again, God graciously gave Gideon the assurance
that he needed by doing as Gideon asked. (See Judges 6:36—40)

Judges 6:36-40 (NASB)

% “Then Gideon said to God, “If You will deliver Israel through me,
as You have spoken,

$"behold, I will put a fleece of wool on the threshing floor. If there is
dew on the fleece only, and it is dry on all the ground, then I will know
that You will deliver Israel through me, as You have spoken.”
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%8 And it was so. When he arose early the next morning and squeezed
the fleece, he drained the dew from the fleece, a bowl full of water.

% Then Gideon said to God, “Do not let Your anger burn against me
that I may speak once more; please let me make a test once more with
the fleece, let it now be dry only on the fleece, and let there be dew on
all the ground.”

“*God did so that night; for it was dry only on the fleece, and dew was
on all the ground.”

I never recommend that a person stipulate to God the way, means, or method that
God should use to confirm His word. We are not in a position to require God to do our
bidding before we obey Him. Our position is to trust Him and take Him at His word,
obey, and then leave the consequences up to Him.

| believe we can, however, ask God to confirm His word to us. But we must leave the
methodology up to Him!

We can regard many of the miracles in the Bible as God’s use of circumstances to
confirm the good news of the gospel message. They convey the message, “Yea, and
amen.” They underscore the direct mandates of God, provide a second witness that God
has spoken, or give evidence that the gospel has been preached fully.

What the Word Says What the Word Says to Me
Meditate on or more of these passages:

Acts 14:3

Hebrews 2:3-4

Romans 15:17-19

Consider this question:
* Inyour personal experience, how has God confirmed His word to you?




