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Listening to God 
Read Psalm 46:1-10  
 
LESSON 6 

THE HALLMARKS OF GOD’S 
MESSAGES TO US 

 
Jesus said of those who follow Him, 

“My sheep hear My voice, and I know them, and they follow Me. And I give 
them eternal life, and they shall never perish; neither shall anyone snatch 
them out of My hand. My Father, who has given them to Me, is greater than 
all; and no one is able to snatch them out of My Father’s hand” (John 10:27–
29). 
 
What a great statement of hope and comfort that is to us! We can know the voice of 

the Lord. As we follow His voice and do what He says to do, we will never perish, and 
neither will we ever be snatched out of His hand. 

 
“But,” you may say, “how can I be sure that the voice I’m hearing is truly the voice of 

God?” 
 
There are five identifying hallmarks of God’s messages to us. They are a means of 

determining whether the voice that we are hearing is truly the voice of God. If you have 
questions about whether a message is from God, line it up against these criteria: 

 
1. The message must be consistent with the Word of God, the Bible. 
2. The message will usually be in conflict with the mainstream of conventional 

human wisdom. 
3. The message will clash with fleshly gratification and basic human lusts. 
4. The message will challenge one’s faith to rise to a new level. 
5. The message will call for personal courage to do what God has said to do, or 

to change in one’s life what God has said to change. 
 

Consistency with the Bible 
 
God will never tell us to engage in any activity or enter into any relationship that is 

inconsistent with Holy Scripture. That is why if we neglect the Word of God and don’t 
build it into our lives on a daily basis, we can easily be deceived. We won’t be able to tell 
if a message is out of line with God’s Word unless we know God’s Word. 
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If you are in the process of making a decision about a relationship, a business matter, 
a new direction in your life, or any major change, start your decision–making process in 
God’s Word. Go to the Word of God and stay there until you see clearly what God says 
about the matter. 

 
You may have noted that when you are challenged in this study to take a look at 

Scripture and respond to it, you are usually given more than one verse to read. When you 
take the meaning of one verse and add it to the meaning of another verse and add it to the 
meaning of yet other verses, you build a foundation of meaning. You understand far more 
clearly the full wisdom of God on a particular matter. 

 
You err when you come to God’s Word with preconceived answers and predisposed 

attitudes, and say, “I’m looking for proof that what I believe is right.” You are in a far 
stronger position before the Lord when you come to His Word asking humbly and 
honestly, “Teach me Your ways, God. Show me what You want me to see,” and then let 
the Word speak to you in its fullness. 
 
What does the Word say  What does the Word say to me 

 
 

_______________________________________
_______________________________________
_______________________________________
_______________________________________
_______________________________________
_______________________________________
_______________________________________
_______________________________________
_______________________________________
_______________________________________
_______________________________________
_______________________________________
_______________________________________
_______________________________________
_______________________________________
_______________________________________
_______________________________________
_______________________________________
_______________________________________
_______________________________________
_______________________________________
_______________________________________
_______________________________________
_______________________________________
_______________________________________
_ 

Psa . 25:8-10 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2 Tim. 2:15-17 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Isa. 28:13 


