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The Gospel and God’s Righteousness         
Pastor Eddie Ildefonso         (7)                     
Romans 1:1-17                         

  
 
A.  Paul’s Credentials: Enslavement to Christ, Romans 1:1-7 
 
(Romans 1:1-7) Introduction: no person is a true follower of Jesus Christ unless he is 
enslaved by Christ. In fact, it is impossible for a person to belong to Christ unless he is 
enslaved by Christ. This is the shocking message Paul wants to get across to the believers at 
Rome. 

1. He was a slave of Christ (v.1). 
2. He was an apostle of God (v.1). 
3. He was set apart to the gospel of God (v.1-4). 
4. He had received God’s grace and God's mission (v.5). 
5. He acknowledged the enslavement of others (v.6-7). 

 
3. (Romans 1:1-4) Gospel, Meaning: Paul was set apart to the gospel of 
God.  

Romans 1:1-4 (NASB)  
1 Paul, a bond-servant of Christ Jesus, called as an apostle, set apart for 
the gospel of God,  
2 which He promised beforehand through His prophets in the holy 
Scriptures,  
3 concerning His Son, who was born of a descendant of David according 
to the flesh,  
4 who was declared the Son of God with power by the resurrection from 
the dead, according to the Spirit of holiness, Jesus Christ our Lord,  

 
1.  The gospel of the New Testament is the same good news of God which was promised 

in the Old Testament Scriptures. Jesus Christ is the Subject and the Author of the gospel, but 
the gospel began long before the birth of Jesus.  

The gospel began long, long ago in the mind and plan of God, and God foretold the 
coming of the gospel (His Son) through the prophets of old. Mark says what Paul was to later 
say:  

Mark 1:1-3 (NASB)  
1 The beginning of the gospel of Jesus Christ, the Son of God.  
2 As it is written in Isaiah the prophet: "Behold, I send My messenger 
ahead of You, Who will prepare Your way ;  
3 The voice of one crying in the wilderness , 'Make ready the way of the 
Lord , Make His paths straight .' "  
John 5:39 (NASB)  
39 You search the Scriptures because you think that in them you have 
eternal life; it is these that testify about Me;  
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Acts 26:22 (NASB)  
22 So, having obtained help from God, I stand to this day testifying both to 
small and great, stating nothing but what the Prophets and Moses said 
was going to take place;  
Hebrews 1:1 (NASB)  
1 God, after He spoke long ago to the fathers in the prophets in many 
portions and in many ways,  
1 Peter 1:10-11 (NASB)  
10 As to this salvation, the prophets who prophesied of the grace that 
would come to you made careful searches and inquiries,  
11 seeking to know what person or time the Spirit of Christ within them 
was indicating as He predicted the sufferings of Christ and the glories to 
follow.  
2 Peter 1:20-21 (NASB)  
20 But know this first of all, that no prophecy of Scripture is a matter of 
one's own interpretation,  
21 for no prophecy was ever made by an act of human will, but men 
moved by the Holy Spirit spoke from God.  

  
2.  The gospel is the incarnation of “God’s Son, Jesus Christ our Lord” (see below 

Deeper Study # 1, Gospel—Romans 1:1-4).  
DEEPER STUDY # 1 
(Romans 1:1-4) Gospel— Christianity: in these verses Paul gives the raw outline of the 
gospel he preached (Romans 1:1-4). It is a penetrating look at primitive Christianity.  

Romans 1:1-4 (NASB)  
1 Paul, a bond-servant of Christ Jesus, called as an apostle, set apart for 
the gospel of God,  
2 which He promised beforehand through His prophets in the holy 
Scriptures,  
3 concerning His Son, who was born of a descendant of David according 
to the flesh,  
4 who was declared the Son of God with power by the resurrection from 
the dead, according to the Spirit of holiness, Jesus Christ our Lord,  

 
Note the gospel’s close agreement with the Apostle’s Creed. 

1.  Paul’s view of the Old Testament. 
a.  It comes from God. 
b.  It is given “through His prophets.” 
c.  It is “holy” Scripture. 

2.  Paul’s view of the Lord Jesus Christ. 
a.  He is God’s Son: “concerning His Son.” 
b.  He is the promised Savior: “Christ,” the Messiah. 
c.  He is Lord: “our Lord.” 
d.  He is man: “born of the seed of David according to the flesh.” 
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e.  He is declared to be the very Son of God: “declared to be the Son of God with 
power.” 

f.  He is divine or holy: “according to the Spirit of holiness.” 
g.  He is risen from the dead: “by the resurrection from the dead.” 

3.  Paul’s view of the gospel. 
a.  It is of God: “the Gospel of God” (cp. Romans 1:1, 17; Romans 3:21). 
b.  It was prophesied: “he had promised....” 
c.  It agrees with the Old Testament: “promised afore...in the holy scriptures.” 
d.  It concerns God's very own Son: “concerning His Son.” 
e.  It concerns the divine Savior: “Jesus Christ, our Lord...declared to be the Son of 

God with power, according to the spirit of holiness [sinlessness].” 
f.  It concerns the human Savior: “made of the seed of David....” 
g.  It concerns the risen Savior: “the resurrection from the dead.” 

 
Note how Paul takes the names and titles of Jesus Christ and stacks them one upon 

another. 
1. God’s Son.  
2. Jesus.  
3. Christ.  
4. Our Lord.  
 

The gospel concerns “God’s Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.” He is both the Subject and 
the Author of the gospel. By Him and through Him the gospel is created and proclaimed. He 
brings the good news of God to man. He is the very embodiment of the good news of God 
Himself. 

The gospel concerns two glorious truths. 
Romans 1:3 (NASB)  
3 concerning His Son, who was born of a descendant of David according 
to the flesh,  
Romans 1:3 (KJV)  
3 Concerning his Son Jesus Christ our Lord, which was made of the seed 
of David according to the flesh;  

 
a. The first glorious truth is that God’s Son became a man. He was made of the seed 

of David; that is, he was born as a man, as a descendant of David. David was the 
greatest ruler of Israel; he was one of the greatest ancestors of Jesus. (See Luke 
3:24-31.) 

John 1:14 (NASB)  
14 And the Word became flesh, and dwelt among us, and we saw His 
glory, glory as of the only begotten from the Father, full of grace and 
truth. 
John 1:14 (KJV)  
14 And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us, (and we beheld his 
glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father,) full of grace and 
truth.  
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The point is this: God sent His Son into the world in human flesh. The words 
“was made” (genomenou) means “to become”. God’s Son became a man—flesh 
and blood—just like all other men.  

 
He had a human nature, and because He had a human nature……….. 

1. He suffered all the trials of life which we suffer. 
2. He is able to succor us through all the trials of life. 

Hebrews 2:14-18 (NASB)  
14 Therefore, since the children share in flesh and blood, He 
Himself likewise also partook of the same, that through death He 
might render powerless him who had the power of death, that is, 
the devil,  
15 and might free those who through fear of death were subject to 
slavery all their lives.  
16 For assuredly He does not give help to angels, but He gives help 
to the descendant of Abraham.  
17 Therefore, He had to be made like His brethren in all things, so 
that He might become a merciful and faithful high priest in things 
pertaining to God, to make propitiation for the sins of the people.  
18 For since He Himself was tempted in that which He has suffered, 
He is able to come to the aid of those who are tempted.  

Hebrews 2:14-18 (KJV)  
14 Forasmuch then as the children are partakers of flesh and blood, 
he also himself likewise took part of the same; that through death 
he might destroy him that had the power of death, that is, the 
devil;  
15 And deliver them who through fear of death were all their 
lifetime subject to bondage.  
16 For verily he took not on him the nature of angels; but he took 
on him the seed of Abraham.  
17 Wherefore in all things it behoved him to be made like unto his 
brethren, that he might be a merciful and faithful high priest in 
things pertaining to God, to make reconciliation for the sins of the 
people.  
18 For in that he himself hath suffered being tempted, he is able to 
succour them that are tempted.  

  
b. The second glorious truth is both profound and critical, for it proclaims the divine 

nature of Jesus Christ. Jesus Christ was the Son of God before He came into the 
world.  

John 1:1-2 (NASB)  
1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the 
Word was God.  
2 He was in the beginning with God.  
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John 1:1-2 (KJV)  
1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the 
Word was God.  
2 The same was in the beginning with God.  
Philippians 2:6-7 (NASB)  
6 Who, although He existed in the form of God, did not regard equality 
with God a thing to be grasped,  
7 but emptied Himself, taking the form of a bond-servant, and being made 
in the likeness of men.  
Philippians 2:6-7 (KJV)  
6 Who, being in the form of God, thought it not robbery to be equal with 
God:  
7 But made himself of no reputation, and took upon him the form of a 
servant, and was made in the likeness of men:  

 
However, since coming, He is declared to be the Son of God by two things. 

1. The Spirit of holiness that dwelt in Him declares Jesus to be the Son of God. 
He was the very embodiment of holiness, of purity and morality and 
justice. His life upon earth proves the fact. He lived as a man for thirty 
some years and never sinned. 
2 Corinthians 5:21 (NASB)  
21 He made Him who knew no sin to be sin on our behalf, so that we 
might become the righteousness of God in Him.  
Hebrews 4:15 (NASB)  
15 For we do not have a high priest who cannot sympathize with our 
weaknesses, but One who has been tempted in all things as we are, yet 
without sin.  
Hebrews 7:26 (NASB)  
26 For it was fitting for us to have such a high priest, holy, innocent, 
undefiled, separated from sinners and exalted above the heavens;  
1 Peter 1:19 (NASB)  
19 But with precious blood, as of a lamb unblemished and spotless, the 
blood of Christ.  
1 Peter 2:22 (NASB)  
22 Who committed no sin, nor was any deceit found in his mouth;  
Isaiah 53:9 (NASB)  
9 His grave was assigned with wicked men, Yet He was with a rich 
man in His death, Because He had done no violence, Nor was there 
any deceit in His mouth.  
John 8:46 (NASB)  
46 Which one of you convicts Me of sin? If I speak truth, why do you 
not believe Me? 
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2.  The resurrection from the dead declares that Jesus is the Son of God. All 
other men are dead and gone. The proof is demonstrated by one simple 
question: “Where are they? Where are our mothers, our fathers, our 
sisters, our ancestors?” Once they have left this world, they are gone and 
the earth never sees them again. But not Christ. He died, but He arose and 
walked upon the earth again. And today Jesus Christ lives forever in the 
presence of God. Death could not hold Him because He was the Son of 
God and possessed the perfect spirit of holiness.  

  
Acts 2:24 (NASB)  
24 But God raised Him up again, putting an end to the agony of death, 
since it was impossible for Him to be held in its power.  
Acts 2:36 (NASB)  
36 "Therefore let all the house of Israel know for certain that God has 
made Him both Lord and Christ—this Jesus whom you crucified."  
Acts 5:30-31 (NASB)  
30 The God of our fathers raised up Jesus, whom you had put to death 
by hanging Him on a cross.  
31 He is the one whom God exalted to His right hand as a Prince and a 
Savior, to grant repentance to Israel, and forgiveness of sins.  
Romans 1:4 (NASB)  
4 Who was declared the Son of God with power by the resurrection 
from the dead, according to the Spirit of holiness, Jesus Christ our 
Lord,  
Romans 14:9 (NASB)  
9 For to this end Christ died and lived again, that He might be Lord 
both of the dead and of the living.  
Ephesians 1:20 (NASB)  
20 [God's power] which He brought about in Christ, when He raised 
Him from the dead and seated Him at His right hand in the heavenly 
places,  
Philippians 2:8-9 (NASB)  
8 Being found in appearance as a man, He humbled Himself by 
becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross.  
9 For this reason also, God highly exalted Him, and bestowed on Him 
the name which is above every name,  
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