
Talmid Shorts 
Dr. Eddie Ildefonso, Pastor   
Talmid  ִתּ לַ  מְ  די  a Hebrew word that means “a true disciple who desires to be what the Rabbi Jesus is.”  
“Whoever claims to live in Him must walk as Jesus did.” 1 John 2:6 (NIV) 
Mathētēs μαθητής a Greek word for disciple. 
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You Can Trust God 
 

Romans 4:16-21  
Romans 4:16-21 (NASB)  
16 “For this reason it is by faith, in order that it may be in accordance with 
grace, so that the promise will be guaranteed to all the descendants, not only 
to those who are of the Law, but also to those who are of the faith of 
Abraham, who is the father of us all,  
17 (as it is written, "A FATHER OF MANY NATIONS HAVE I MADE 
YOU") in the presence of Him whom he believed, even God, who gives life to 
the dead and calls into being that which does not exist.  
18 In hope against hope he believed, so that he might become a father of many 
nations according to that which had been spoken, "SO SHALL YOUR 
DESCENDANTS BE."  
19 Without becoming weak in faith he contemplated his own body, now as 
good as dead since he was about a hundred years old, and the deadness of 
Sarah's womb;  
20 yet, with respect to the promise of God, he did not waver in unbelief but 
grew strong in faith, giving glory to God,  
21 and being fully assured that what God had promised, He was able also to 
perform.” 

As we all know too well, life oftentimes confronts us with unexpected or painful circumstances. 
Sometimes these situations leave us feeling fearful, discouraged, and frustrated. Consequently, 
we may question whether the heavenly Father truly is reliable. 
 
During such troubling moments, we can rest on this essential truth: The Lord is perfect in His 
love. Consider verse 5 from first John 1: “God is Light, and in Him there is no darkness at 
all” (1 John 1:5). In other words, everything our heavenly Father does is righteous. And if He is 
a God of love, then it is impossible for Him to mistreat any of His children. We can be assured 
that whatever He places or permits in our lives is good and that His motives are pure. 
 
Jesus demonstrated this deep care for us when He offered His blood on the cross—there exists no 
greater display of love than giving one’s life for someone else (John 15:13). Our sin debt could 
be paid only with a flawless sacrifice (Deuteronomy 17:1). Christ, the perfect lamb, was willing 
to die in our place so that we could have an eternal relationship with the Father. If God gave us 
His Son—the most precious and amazing gift He could possibly give—to take care of our 
greatest need, then we can trust Him to provide for all areas of our life. When difficulty arises, 
remember how much God loves you. He proved this by willingly giving His Son to take the 
penalty for your sin. Even when circumstances are painful, you can be confident that you are 
held in the capable and caring hands of your heavenly Father, because of His love for you.  
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