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The A  of 
Our S  

Part 4 
 

Our Security in God 
John 17:1-5 (NASB)  
1 “Jesus spoke these things; and lifting 
up His eyes to heaven, He said, 
"Father, the hour has come; glorify 
Your Son, that the Son may glorify 
You,  
2 even as You gave Him authority over 
all flesh, that to all whom You have 
given Him, He may give eternal life.  
3 “This is eternal life, that they may 
know You, the only true God, and Je-
sus Christ whom You have sent.  
4 I glorified You on the earth, having 
accomplished the work which You 
have given Me to do.  
5 Now, Father, glorify Me together 

W E S T  L O S  A N G E L E S  

L I V I N G  W O R D   

C H R I S T I A N  C E N T E R  

 The Talmid 
A P R I L  1 ,  2 0 1 7  V O L U M E  9 ,  I S S U E  4  

Talmid ַּתְלִמיד   a Hebrew word that means “a true disciple who desires to be what 
the Rabbi Jesus is.”   

 Whoever claims to live in Him must walk as Jesus did. 1 John 2:6 (NIV)  
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with Yourself, with the glory which 
I had with You before the world 
was.”  

 
     In our study of this great chapter we 
have been concentrating in particular up-
on the great doctrine of salvation as it is 
revealed and displayed to us in these five 
verses. So far , we have seen that the 
entire glory for salvation must go to 
God, and we have been looking at this 
truth in general. We have seen how the 
plan of salvation manifests God’s great 
character, his holiness, his mercy, his 
wisdom, his love, his justice and his 
power. We have just noted these things, 
but we know that as we go on and follow 
what we are told here, and particularize a 
little more, we shall see the glory of God 
in a still more wonderful manner.  
 
     Now I trust that no one is doubtful as 
to the importance of this consideration. I 
hope there is no one who is thinking, 
‘All this would be fine if one had leisure 
and nothing else to do. It is quite all right 
to be considering the glory of God and 
meditating upon it, but speaking for my-
self, I find life very difficult and trying. I 
am hard pressed. All my energies have to 
go to making a living. I have problems in 
my own life. I have sickness in the fami-
ly. I am literally hemmed in by difficul-
ties of all kinds and forms. What has all 
this to do with me?’ 

So often men in their ignorance and 
foolishness have taken up that position. 
They have regarded this wonderful doc-
trine of the glory of God as something 
theoretical and remote. But, my dear 
friends, there is no greater fallacy than 
that! The very fact that our Lord offered 
this prayer proves in and of itself how 
completely foolish that is.  
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Why did he offer that prayer, and especially why 
did he offer it audibly? There is only one answer to 
that question: he was concerned about these disci-
ples. He had to leave them. He was no longer going 
to be with them in the flesh, and he reminded his 
Father, in this prayer, of what he had done for them 
while he was with them. But now, he continues, ‘I 
am no longer in the world; and yet they them-
selves are in the world, and I come to 
You…’ (verse 11 NASB), and he makes known 
what his desire is for them. His desire for them is 
that they may come into such a knowledge of their 
relationship to God that in spite of the fact that he is 
going to leave them, and in spite of the fact that the 
world is going to hate and persecute them, they will 
not be shaken. 
 

There was never anything more practical than 
this, because the only ultimate strength and hope 
and consolation that the Christian gospel offers to 
anybody in this world is just that of understanding 
the plan of salvation and knowing our relationship 
to God. And there is no question about this in prac-
tice. I have certainly observed during many years in 
the Christian ministry and as a pastor that, generally 
speaking, most of the problems and difficulties 
which people have are due to the fact that they have 
not taken a firm hold of this great doctrine. As we 
have seen, it is subjectivity that accounts for our 
troubles, because we only look to ourselves. But 
once a man sees himself as part of this great plan, 
most of his problems are solved almost automatical-
ly. So, that is why we are going on to consider some 
of the detailed aspects of the plan of salvation as it is 
revealed in these five verses in particular. 

 
Having said that the plan of salvation reveals the 

character of God, I want to put to you, as my next 
proposition, that salvation is something which has 
been entirely planned by God, and that this is some-
thing which is suggested here on the very surface: 2 

“…You gave Him authority over all flesh, that to 
all whom You have given Him, He may give eter-
nal life.3 This is eternal life, that they may know 
You, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom 
You have sent. 4 I glorified You on the earth, hav-
ing accomplished the work which You have given 
Me to do.” (John 17:2-4 NASB) 

 
 That is the first thing, therefore, that we have to 

take hold of. Salvation, if we may so put it, is entire-
ly the idea of God; it emanates from and has its 
source and origin in God the Father. Now this is a 
staggering thought! So often you and I feel we have 
to placate God because of sin, sin in us, sin in our 

mind and whole outlook and thought, and sin in the 
world. We tend to think of God as being opposed and 
antagonistic to us, and therefore we are always thinking 
of him as someone we have to appease and placate. We 
regard God as Someone who is unwilling to be kind and 
gracious to us and to love us. We think of him as Some-
one in the far distance in his eternal glory and absolute 
righteousness who is not well disposed towards us. We 
feel we have to put forward these great efforts in order 
to get him to look upon us with favor. 

 
That is a complete fallacy. Salvation has all originat-

ed in the mind of God—it is God’s own purpose. I go so 
far as to say that even the Lord Jesus Christ does not 
have to placate God. Sometimes our hymns can be ra-
ther dangerous, and there are certain of them that would 
lead us to the conclusion that the Son of God has to 
plead with the Father to have mercy and pity upon us. 
But that is a gross misunderstanding of the term 
‘Advocate’, it is something that is absolutely foreign to 
biblical teaching. Rather, the Bible teaches that “…God 
was in Christ reconciling the world to Himself, not 
counting their trespasses against them..” (2 Corinthi-
ans 5:19 NASB); “God so loved the world, that he 
gave his only begotten Son …” (John 3:16 NASB). It 
is all from God. So, this idea that the Lord Jesus Christ 
is at great pains to persuade God the Father to forgive 
and accept us is utterly unscriptural and entirely false; 
the source and origin of salvation is the great and eter-
nal heart of God. 

 
But we go from that to this further point. It is not 

only God’s idea, we see here that it has been perfectly 
planned from the very beginning to the very end. Here 
we come to something that is the source of the deepest 
assurance and consolation that any Christian person can 
ever know in this world of time. What could be more 
comforting and reassuring than the fact that there is 
nothing contingent about this salvation, nothing acci-
dental, nothing that needs modification? It is a perfect 
plan. God has planned it from eternity, before the foun-
dation of the world, it is eternally in the mind of God. 
There is nothing, therefore, that is accidental about this. 
It never needs to be modified, or changed or altered in 
any respect.  

 
Here again is a point at which so many have gone 

astray. There are those who believe and even teach—
you will find it in the case of a certain well-known Bi-
ble—that God sent his Son into this world to found and 
establish a kingdom, but because the Jews rejected him, 
God had to modify his plan; he had to introduce this 
way of salvation and so the church was brought into be-
ing and ultimately, at some future time, the kingdom 
will be introduced. They believe that it was all a modifi-
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cation of God’s original plan. But that, I say, is a 
theory without the slightest vestige of a basis in 
Scripture. Scripture, rather, teaches that this plan 
was worked out before the foundation of the world, 
before a single man was ever born. And we find this 
here in these words. “Father, the hour is come.” 
What hour? The hour that God had determined. You 
see that the whole purpose is to be found in that one 
word—“the hour”. We shall return to this, so for 
the moment I merely note it in passing, in order to 
deduce from it this great truth that the plan of God is 
absolutely complete, and was complete, even before 
the world was created. 

 
But let us just glance at this time element in or-

der that we may have it firmly in our minds. The 
plan was there, but it has been revealed in parts, and 
the great emphasis in the Bible is that everything is 
always, absolutely on time, with never a second or a 
moment’s delay. Every item has been fixed, every-
thing happens at its appropriate moment. The prom-
ise at the beginning was given at the right moment, 
the flood came at a particular point, and warning 
was given to mankind: “…My spirit shall not al-
ways strive with man forever…” (Genesis 6:3 
NASB).  

 
He is still doing the same now, but there is an 

end, there is a limit to it. A time is coming when 
God will judge the world, and he fixes a time when 
it is to happen. The call of Abraham was not some-
thing accidental, it was done at a precise moment. It 
was to Abraham that the statement was made that 
certain things should not happen until the iniquity of 
the Amorites should be completed. The going down 
to Egypt was not accidental, it was prophesied, and 
Abraham was told exactly how long they would be 
there—430 years—before it ever happened. All 
these things were perfectly planned because God has 
his time, God has his exact moment. 

 
But let us come to Moses, to whom the promise 

was given just at the time when it was necessary, 
and, again, the promise was given to David in his 
day. You certainly find this argument employed in 
the writings of the prophets. They foretell these 
things with a minuteness and an exactness which to 
the natural man is quite astonishing, but when we 
realize that it was God who laid down that great 
plan in eternity—that everything was determined 
and everything planned so that things should happen 
in order for this great design—there is no difficulty 
at all about it. To anybody who realizes this, it is 
rather what you would expect, and it is exactly what 
you find in the Scriptures. And then, of course, there 

is the well-known verse in Paul’s epistle to the Gala-
tians: “But when the fullness of the time came, God 
sent forth His Son, born of a woman, born under the 
Law” (Galatians 4:4 NASB). 

 
Now people often ask the question—‘Why didn’t 

Christ come earlier? Why did he come at that partic-
ular point?’ Well, though we cannot answer this ques-
tion in detail, we can say that there are many reasons 
why that was the right time. God had given His law to 
His own people. Men always want to claim that they 
can save themselves, so God gave them time to see and 
understand that they cannot do so. He gave them a per-
fect law and said, ‘If you keep that you will be saved; 
you will be righteous in my sight.’ He allowed them to 
try to do that for at least fourteen centuries, but they 
failed completely. And he also allowed the great succes-
sion of Greek philosophers to come and put their 
thoughts before man. Men said, ‘Give us the right idea 
and we will carry it out.’ They tried to, but they failed. 
The same thing happened with the Romans and their 
legal system—all that had been tried and failed before 
God’s hour arrived, the hour that had been planned in 
eternity. 

 
I commend this to you as a fascinating study, apart 

from the wonderful spiritual truth. As you read through 
the Old Testament try to put yourself in the position of 
that ancient race and you will often feel that God had 
forgotten His own people and His plan of salvation. But 
every time you begin to think that, and feel that the ene-
my was triumphant all along the line, God does some-
thing again, and you will find that it is not only the ex-
act moment but also the exact thing for the exact mo-
ment. It is always the case—and there is nothing that is 
so comforting as this thought—“The LORD reigns, let 
the earth rejoice; Let the many islands be 
glad” (Psalm 97:1 NASB). “The LORD reigns, let 
the peoples tremble; He is enthroned above the cher-
ubim, let the earth shake!” (Psalm 99:1). 

 
 
We must get hold of this truth that the whole plan is 

already made in the mind of God. It is because of this 
that the Son of God can turn to His Father at this partic-
ular point and say, ‘Father, the hour is come’, the hour 
that we originally agreed about is at hand. He had been 
preparing His disciples for it, as we see, both in John 12 
and even earlier than that at the wedding in Cana, when 
he said, ‘Mine hour is not yet come.’ The time was all 
determined, and planned. 

 
But we do not stop at that—thank God for this—for 

the end is likewise planned and certain. There are many 
Christian people today who are asking questions. Why 
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nal Council decided what should be done about it. And 
the first great decision was that this matter should be 
handed over specifically to the Son. It is the purpose of 
God, says Paul in Ephesians 1:10 NASB, that all things 
should be wound up in Christ, “with a view to an ad-
ministration suitable to the fullness of the 
times…”—you see the time element again—‘He [the 
Father] might gather together in one all things in Christ, 
both which are in heaven, and which are on earth; even 
in Him.’ In other words, the Lord Jesus Christ, in that 
Council, was appointed as the head of mankind. He was 
made responsible for the world, a kind of head and rep-
resentative of all the earth and its peoples. He himself 
told us this at the end after He had risen, when he said 
to the disciples: “All power is given unto me in heav-
en and in earth” (Matthew 28:18 NASB). 

 
Now this is one of those crucial principles which we 

must never fail to understand, one which throws great 
light upon many an obscure incident in the Old Testa-
ment which otherwise cannot be understood. Take, for 
instance, those appearances to men of the so-called 
‘Angel of the Lord’. There can be no question at all but 
that these are the appearances of the Lord Jesus 
Christ—what are called the ‘theophanies’. He was in-
terested in the world even then; it had all been given to 
Him; that was why the world came to be created, it was 
in Him and through Him and by Him. He is the One in 
eternity who is deputed to do this particular task. And 
the record, in a sense, is the record of our Lord carrying 
out this great task that had thus been given to Him. That 
is the explanation, too, of John’s vision in Revelation 5. 
John is perplexed that no one is big enough or strong 
enough to open the books—the books of history—then 
suddenly he sees the Lion of the tribe of Judah stepping 
forward and the whole of heaven seems to applaud. At 
last there is One who is big enough and strong enough 
to take complete charge of history and to break the seals 
and to open the books. He is the Lord of history, yes, it 
has already been given to Him, and it belongs to Him. 

 
So, then, we must look at it like this, that everything 

with respect to this world and to man has been handed 
over to the Lord Jesus Christ. He has been given this 
authority, this power over all flesh. He rules and reigns 
and controls everything that is in the world—the sun, 
the moon and the stars, the rivers and the streams—that 
is why He can hold back or send the rain and the thun-
der storms. He can produce an earthquake. He is con-
trolling everything, for everything has been put into His 
hands. He is the Governor of the earth. He is in charge 
of the kingdom and He will remain in charge right on to 
the end when, according to Paul in 1 Corinthians 15, He 
will finally finish the work, and hand the kingdom back 
to His Father. 

does God allow the church to languish? Why does 
He allow certain things to happen in the church? 
Why does He allow this liberal criticism of the Bi-
ble that has been going on for a hundred years? 
Why doesn’t He put a stop to all this? Well, that is 
not God’s way, but there is one thing about which 
we can be certain, and that is that God reigns; and 
those who may be perplexed about the state of the 
church here or anywhere else under the sun need not 
trouble and worry and vex their righteous souls. God 
reigns! God is still seated there in the heavens and 
He looks upon the citizens of the earth as grasshop-
pers.  

 
What He has determined is going to be carried 

out; the hour and the end of history and the world is 
determined. God knows it, but nobody else knows 
the hour, says Christ, no, no man, not even the Son, 
but the Father only and He knows it. And if you are 
not comforted and encouraged by that, well I doubt 
whether you are a Christian at all. The consolation 
of the glorious biblical affirmations—that neither 
death nor life nor anything else can separate us from 
the love of God—rests upon the fact that everything 
is purposed and planned in the mind of God who 
sees the end from the beginning and whose power is 
such that no one can withstand it. He can even take 
up a man like Pharaoh and use him like clay to bring 
His own great purpose to pass. 

 
So, let us now, with reverence, look into this 

plan in a little more detail. I like to take a glimpse 
into it and I am going to do something now that 
some of you may regard as strange and odd. I am 
going to ask you to come with me and look into the 
Council that was held in eternity, the great Council 
that was held between the Father and the Son and 
the Holy Spirit. What was it all about? It was about 
this very question of salvation, and what happened 
there was that the Son, the second Person in the 
blessed Trinity was given an assignment; He was 
appointed the heir of all things. See Him reminding 
His Father of that eternal Council here: “…You 
gave Him [Son] authority over all flesh, that to 
all whom You have given Him, He may give eter-
nal life” (John 17:2 NASB). Let us look into these 
things with wondering gaze, with amazement and 
astonishment and remember, as we are doing it, that 
we are really in a sense still thinking about our-
selves, because that Council was held with respect 
to us. 

 
So, the first thing we see here is that contemplat-

ing what was going to happen to man and to the 
world, seeing the entry of sin and the fall, this eter-
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Lord says, “I glorified You on the earth, having ac-
complished the work which You have given Me to 
do” (John 17:4 NASB). I propose to come back to this 
again and to look at it in more detail, but all I am em-
phasizing at this point is that the work of saving these 
individuals was given by the Father to the Son. Thus, 
we find our Lord constantly saying that He does nothing 
of Himself. He says in effect, ‘I am simply doing the 
work which the Father has shown Me and given me to 
do.’ It all comes from God the Father, who then sends 
the Son into the world to do it—to give the Father back 
the glory that the Son had with Him before He ever sent 
Him. But it was God the Father who sent Him, for 
“God so loved the world that He gave His only be-
gotten Son”—his Son, with power to save. And the 
purpose of it all, I would remind you again, was that 
you and I might become the children of God; that we 
might have this eternal life which is to know God, the 
only true and living God, and Jesus Christ whom He has 
sent into the world in order to bring us to this blessed 
knowledge. 

 
My dear friends, are we not guilty of neglecting this 

glorious doctrine of the glory of God and the plan of 
salvation in eternity? Evangelical Christians, how often 
have you meditated about these things? Do you not 
think that we have been guilty of judging particular as-
pects of salvation instead of regarding this glorious 
plan? This is why we are so superficial and why we are 
so shaken in our faith when adversity comes to try us. 
Our faith is not sufficiently broadly based—we must go 
back into eternity. 

 
Let me summarize the message by putting it like 

this—what I deduce from this doctrine is that the eternal 
God knows us and is interested in us and has a plan for 
us. If that is not enough for you, then I despair! The 
astounding thing I find here is that the eternal and abso-
lute God knows me, that He thought of me before the 
foundation of the world, not only before I was born, but 
before He even made the world; that this eternal, abso-
lute Being is interested in me, even me, as an individual 
and as a person, and that I was in His mind when He 
conceived this amazing plan that includes the incarna-
tion and the cross, and the resurrection and the ascen-
sion, and the reign of His Son at His side that is going 
on now. What a staggering, yes, but what a glorious 
thought! 

 
The next thing I deduce is that there is therefore 

nothing uncertain about my acceptance with God, nor 
about my forgiveness, nor about my sonship. When I 
realize that I have been brought into God’s plan I know 
that nothing can frustrate this. Now there are many peo-
ple who talk about the Protestant Reformation, and the 

But I must not stop at that. God had not only, in 
that eternal Council, handed over the world and its 
powers to the Son, He has also given Him a people. 
I wonder how often you have stopped to consider 
the second verse of this chapter of John, and how 
often you have battled with its tremendous doctrine? 
I wonder what you have made of it. ‘“…You gave 
Him [Son] authority over all flesh, that to all 
whom You have given Him, He may give eternal 
life” (John 17:2 NASB). Does He say, ‘You have 
given Him power over all flesh, that He should 
give eternal life to all flesh’? No— that to all 
whom You have given Him, He may give eternal 
life”. The universal and the particular are both here 
in one verse. This is indeed high doctrine, so high 
that no human can understand it, but so high and 
glorious, that every man who has the mind of Christ 
in himself, bows before it in humble reverence, in 
amazement and in astonishment. 

 
Scriptural teaching is that while God has given 

to His Son power over all flesh, without any limits 
whatsoever, He has in particular given Him a special 
people who are to enjoy the blessings of Christian 
salvation and eternal life. He has to give eternal life 
to as many as God the Father has given him, but 
what I am emphasizing here is that it is God the Fa-
ther who has given Him these people. He gave Him 
these particular people who are coming into the 
church and into eternal life, from the very beginning 
to the very end. All of them were given to the Son, 
there in that eternal Council. It is God who chooses 
them, and, according to John 6, it is God who draws 
them to Him, for unless, Jesus says, God does draw 
them to Him, they will never come. “All that the 
Father gives Me will come to Me, and the one 
who comes to Me I will certainly not cast 
out”….“For this is the will of My Father, that 
everyone who beholds the Son and believes in 
Him will have eternal life, and I Myself will raise 
him up on the last day” (John 6:37 NASB; John 
6:40 NASB). 

 
This is something that you find running right 

through these Scriptures. God, from before the crea-
tion of the world, had chosen these people. He gives 
these particular people to His Son, and He says, I 
give them to you for you to save them for me. “…
All whom You have given Him…” (John 17:2 
NASB)—that was another decision of this great and 
eternal Council. 

 
But, you see, it is even more particular than that, 

for God the Father prescribes the particular work the 
Son has to do in order to save these people. The 
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you and you despair, when you pray to Him, before you 
say a word, just remind yourself of his authority and of 
his power: ‘As you have given him power over all 
flesh …’ He that has formed you has a power like that, 
and therefore, being in His safe keeping, why should 
you fear man or beast or the powers of nature or of hell? 
Simply trust in Him, He has so loved you that He has 
died for you, and His power on your behalf is indisputa-
ble. 

 

CORAM DEO 
(Before the face of God) 

 

P   P   
P  
 
Psalm 3: Victory in the Face of Defeat 

Psalm 4: Evening Prayer for Deliverance 
 

Psalm 3:1-8 (NASB)  
1“O LORD, how my adversaries have increased! 
Many are rising up against me.  
2 Many are saying of my soul, “There is no deliv-
erance for him in God.” Selah.  
3 But You, O LORD, are a shield about me, My 
glory, and the One who lifts my head.  
4 I was crying to the LORD with my voice, And 
He answered me from His holy mountain. Selah.  
5 I lay down and slept; I awoke, for the LORD 
sustains me.  
6 I will not be afraid of ten thousands of people 
Who have set themselves against me round 
about.  
7 Arise, O LORD; save me, O my God! For You 
have smitten all my enemies on the cheek; You 
have shattered the teeth of the wicked.  
8 Salvation belongs to the LORD; Your blessing 
be upon Your people! Selah.”  
 
Psalm 4:1-8 (NASB)  
1 “Answer me when I call, O God of my right-
eousness! You have relieved me in my distress; 
Be gracious to me and hear my prayer.  
2 O sons of men, how long will my honor become 
a reproach? How long will you love what is 
worthless and aim at deception? Selah.  
3 But know that the LORD has set apart the godly 
man for Himself; The LORD hears when I call to 
Him.  
4 Tremble, and do not sin; Meditate in your heart 
upon your bed, and be still. Selah.  

influence it had upon the world. You find that cer-
tain statesmen do this. They say you cannot explain 
the history of England apart from the Protestant 
Reformation. Neither, they say, can you explain the 
United States of America apart from these things, 
because they all had their origin in that Reformation.  

 
But how little do these people really see what it 

all means and what it really represents, which is that 
these great truths are absolute and certain. Do you 
know why the Pilgrim Fathers made that attempt, 
and succeeded in crossing the Atlantic? What was it 
that enabled men to do things like that, and to do 
things which were even more hazardous? It was that 
they believed in what is called the ‘Doctrine of the 
Perseverance of the Saints’, it was because they had 
seen themselves in the plan of God which cannot be 
broken and which cannot fail. It is as absolute as 
God, Himself; He knows the end as well as the be-
ginning. ‘Neither shall any man,’ said Christ, 
‘pluck them out of my hand.’ It is unthinkable. 

 
So, the next deduction is: if God has done all 

this for us in Christ, and especially in His death, we 
can be certain that He will carry on with the work 
until it is completed. That is Paul’s argument: “He 
who did not spare His own Son, but delivered 
Him over for us all, how will He not also with 
Him freely give us all things?” (Romans 8:32 
NASB). “For if while we were enemies we were 
reconciled to God through the death of His Son, 
much more, having been reconciled, we shall be 
saved by His life” (Romans 5:10 NASB). 

 
Let me put it like this: God, who is sufficiently 

concerned about me to send His Son to die on the 
cross of Calvary for me, is not going to let me down 
when any difficulty or temptation faces me. My dear 
friends, there is nothing for you to fear! You belong 
to One of whom we are told that all power has been 
given to him over all flesh. You are in the hands of 
the Lord Jesus Christ if you but knew and realized 
it, and He controls everything. He controls every 
human being, all the affairs of nature, He is even 
controlling the devil Himself. All power is given 
unto Him, thrones, dominions, principalities and 
powers are subject unto him, so you need never 
fear! You and I have but to realize that we are in 
those mighty hands, that that strong arm is engaged 
on our behalf, that all flesh is under His power, and 
that all authority in heaven and on earth has been 
given to Him. 

 
Therefore, when you are troubled and perplexed 

and harassed, and when all things seem to be against 
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Continued in next edition... 

5 Offer the sacrifices of righteousness, And 
trust in the LORD.  
6 Many are saying, “Who will show us any 
good?” Lift up the light of Your countenance 
upon us, O LORD!  
7 You have put gladness in my heart, More 
than when their grain and new wine abound.  
8 In peace I will both lie down and sleep, For 
You alone, O LORD, make me to dwell in 
safety.”  

Psalms 3 & 4 were written by David when he 
fled from his son Absalom. It is believed that both 
psalms were composed on the same day, one in the 
morning and the other in the evening. The words are 
of one who had often sought and found help from 
God.  

David needed protection and deliverance from 
his enemies. A nation was against him. Absalom, his 
own son, was heading the rebellion, and his most 
trusted counselor had joined with Absalom. David 
knew the odds were overwhelmingly against him. 
He sought help that only God could give.  

David’s words spell out the dangers: “O LORD, 
how my adversaries have increased!”; “Many are 
rising up against me.”; “Many are saying of my 
soul.” “Ten thousands of people Who have set 
themselves against me round about.” Yet in spite 
of this, he is not crushed or despondent. There is one 
Friend who cannot fail him. In Him David has con-
fidence. This lifts him above his circumstances and 
fears. God’s divine protection was a reality. Sur-
rounded by enemies, God was his shield and his glo-
ry.  

He knew that the Lord that could hear him from 
“His holy mountain” (verse 4), could still lift up 
the light of His countenance upon him and put glad-
ness in his heart. Protected by the Lord, he lay down 
and slept in safety. Enemies may taunt (verse 2), 
and friends might fail, but the victory is God’s 
(verses 7–8). 

The second and fourth verses of Psalm 3 close 
with the word “Selah.” This term is used seventy-
three times in the Psalms and three times in the book 
of Habakkuk. It generally indicates a rest or a pause. 
It also suggests that the reader reflect on what has 
been read. 

Both psalms contain a phrase about sleeping 
peacefully (Psalm 3:5 and Psalm 4:8). What a 
wonderful picture of God’s peace descending on a 
troubled soul enabling one to sleep even in times of 
trouble. What wonderful trust on the part of the au-

thor to believe that God is in control. Hear God saying, 
“Rest. Trust me. Worry and sleeplessness will do no 
good. Believe that I am working on your behalf.” Psalm 
121:4 NASB says, “Behold, He who keeps Israel Will 
neither slumber nor sleep.” 

There is a great sense of dependence on God’s work 
even when situations do not seem favorable. God does 
not forget His own. He does not remove Himself in dif-
ficult situations. We simply must see with the eyes of 
faith as the psalmist does. Men say one thing, God often 
says just the opposite. Our responsibility is to trust, not 
fret; to do the right thing and depend on God (Psalm 
4:5). 

Psalm 4:5 (NASB)  
5 “Offer the sacrifices of righteousness, And trust 
in the LORD.” 
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ing something with us about the very nature of God - 
that “God is light and in Him is no darkness at all”.  
This is the message of 1 John - “God is light”, and it is 
what will color the entire spiritual landscape of this re-
markable letter.  In 1 John 1, John presents two crucial 
doctrinal tests to determine what is genuine.  These are 
very critical tests and they cannot be taken lightly.  The 
first test deals with having an accurate belief in the na-
ture of God (v5), and the second test deals with an accu-
rate belief in the certainty of sin (v6-10). 
 
So, here are the key things that we have to discern.  (1) 
What does it mean to “walk” – either in “light” or in 
“darkness”?  (2) What is John referring to when he us-
es the word “light”?  (3)  What is John referring to 
when he uses the word “darkness”?  Everything will 
revolve around these kind of strategic words and 
phrases. 
 
WALK:  In 1 John, the word “walk” is only used in 1 
John 1:6 and 7, and then no more in the rest of the 
letter.  So, someone is going to ask “why” is this word 
so important?  Well, the reason is because the word 
“walk” becomes a description of everything else that 
follows in 1 John.  I.e., we are either “walking in the 
light” or “walking in darkness” and all of 1 John is a 
kind of commentary on those phrases, on those con-
trasts.  For John, and rightfully so, there is no middle of 
the road.  For John, these truths are absolutes and there 
is no marginal area.  We live in a very relativistic cul-
ture where people discard absolutes, and especially the 
absolutes of Scripture.  Their reasoning is that all things 
are relative for the individual and what they like and 
what they want for their life.  I.e., if it is right for you, 
then it is okay.  Well, that kind of reasoning and logic 
can only take a person so far.  What if I tell you that I 
believe that it is okay for me to do something that is 
harmful to you or to your property – and I am sincere in 
what I believe?  Maybe I sincerely believe that it is per-
fectly okay for me to steal items from your house when 
I come to visit you.  Well, at that point what I believe 
and what you believe will clash.  Why?  It is because 
you do not believe that I have the right to harm you or 
your property.  Our entire culture is based on personal 
freedom to do what we want to do and to live as we 
want to live, but the moment that someone infringes on 
our personal freedoms and preferences, then we have a 
problem.  That is why we have laws.  It is because we 
do not really believe that anyone can do anything they 
please just because they sincerely believe that they have 
the right to do it.  Only a fool would believe that, so we 
have laws, or in our terminology this morning, we have 
absolutes.  For John, all of these issues that he will ad-
dress are absolutes, and I can assure you that some of 
them may make you feel like John is trespassing on 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

1 John 1- Overview 

 Part 2 

We want to begin to look at several of the key words 
and key phrases in this chapter.  The key words and 
the key phrases are what thrust the content into a 
certain direction.  It is important to know where 
John is headed, and it is obvious that he creates his 
theological direction for us in 1 John 1.  Everything 
else in this letter is an extension and further explana-
tion of what John states in 1 John 1.  The major con-
trast that John presents is the difference between 
“walking in darkness” and “walking in the light”.  
In v5, he says “this is the message which we have 
heard from Him and declare to you…”  This is 
the “message”, or the “angelia”.  This is a very rare 
Greek word used only here in a variant form and in 
1 John 3:11 which says, 
 

1Jn 3:11For this is the message that you heard 
from the beginning, that we should love one 
another, 
 

There are other Greek words for “message”, but 1 
John has the only use of this noun in the New 
Testament, and that seems to add a quality of signif-
icance to its meaning.  This is something incredibly 
unique that John is communicating here.  He is shar-
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your personal freedoms and rights – and that is his 
intent.  The issue of either “walking in the light” or 
“walking in darkness” is an absolute for John.  
This is the way that John is going to describe the 
Christian life – “walking in the light”, and the way 
that he is going to describe those who are lost - 
“walking in darkness”.  That is the contrast that 
John is going to develop in the rest of the letter.  
This “light/darkness” contrast is basic to biblical 
theology.  2 Corinthians 4:6 highlights this when it 
says, 
 

2Co 4:6For it is the God who commanded light to 
shine out of darkness, who has shone in our 
hearts to give the light of the knowledge of the 
glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ.  
 

In John 8:12, it declares, 
Jn 8:12Then Jesus spoke to them again, saying, 
"I am the light of the world. He who follows 
Me shall not walk in darkness, but have the 
light of life."  
 

So, what does the word “walk” mean?  Well, it is a 
very important Greek word in the New Testament – 
“peripateo”.  The figurative meaning of the word 
refers to how a person lives and how they conduct 
their life.  It refers to how someone behaves and 
how they act.  Some of the lexicons talk about it as 
how someone “regulates” and “controls” their life.  I 
like that connotation.  I do not enjoy when things are 
out of control.  I like the fact that when I pay for a 
gallon of gas, that there is a regulator on the pump 
to ensure that I get a gallon of gas for what it says 
that it costs.  Colossians 2:6 in the Amplified Bible 
emphasizes this aspect of the meaning when it says, 

Col 2:6As you have therefore received Christ, 
[even] Jesus the Lord, [so] walk (regulate your 
lives and conduct yourselves) in union with 
and conformity to Him. 
 

Colossians 2:6 in the NKJV simply says, 
Col 2:6As you have therefore received Christ Je-
sus the Lord, so walk in Him, 
 

To “walk in Him” simply means to live your life 
the way that Christ lived His. 
 
Obviously, “walking in the light” reflects a godly 
lifestyle, and “walking in darkness” reflects a sin-
ful lifestyle.  That is the obvious intent of the word 
in this passage.  It simply means to live, to act, and 
to behave in a certain way – good or evil.  Our 
“walk” reflects what we believe and what is im-

portant and meaningful to us.  Speaking of a godly life-
style, Ephesians 5:8 says, 

Eph 5:8For you were once darkness, but now you 
are light in the Lord. Walk as children of light. 
 

Galatians 5:16 says, 
Gal 5:16I say then: Walk in the Spirit, and you shall 
not fulfill the lust of the flesh. 
 

Romans 6:4 encourages us to “walk in newness of 
life”.  Colossians 1:10 says, 
 

Col 1:10that you may walk worthy of the Lord, fully 
pleasing Him, being fruitful in every good work 
and increasing in the knowledge of God; 
 

Obviously, there are many other references in the New 
Testament to this idea of walking and living in such a 
way that our life reflects God and brings glory to Him, 
but suffice it to say that one of the primary objectives of 
1 John is to get us to transparently and sincerely 
evaluate our “walk” before God and before others. 
 
Secondly, we want to look at the word “light”.  We are 
to “walk in the light” (v7) because “God is light” (v5).  
In 1 John 1:5 the word “light” represents what God is 
like, or His nature, and our understanding of the very 
essence of His nature is foundational to the rest of the 
letter.  It includes the idea of His moral goodness, puri-
ty, and holiness.  It is important to notice that the word 
“light” in the Greek text is without the article.  The rule 
of Greek grammar is that the absence of the definite ar-
ticle shows quality, nature, or essence. So what John is 
saying is that “God as to His nature, essence, andn 
character, is light.”  The very nature of God is ethical, 
moral, and spiritual.  There is “no darkness in Him”.  
There is not one single thing in God that is ethically, 
morally, or spiritually deviant, improper, illicit, inappro-
priate, dishonest, or indecent.  Whatever we read in 
God’s Word is right and accurate and unchanging simp-
ly because that is the nature of God Himself.  The Bible 
is clear that because of the nature of God He cannot lie.  
He cannot and will not communicate something to us 
that is not true. 

The Scriptures reveal two very important fundamental 
principles that flow from this foundational truth that 
“God is light”. 
 
PRINCIPLE ONE:  “Light” represents the truth of 
God as embodied in His Word.  The light that God gives 
through His Word and the life that God gives through 
His word are inseparable from the truth. 
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what we are.  Remember that because God is light there 
is nothing that He can say that is wrong.  So, when we 
come to God’s Word it exposes us and reveals those 
things about our life that are wrong and ungodly – and 
we resist that light.  The best thing that any of us can do 
is to embrace God’s light, to embrace God’s truth, and 
to embrace God’s ways.  The best thing that we can do 
is to allow God’s Word to expose those areas of our life 
that are out of alignment with God’s nature.  Yet we 
constantly resist God’s light and the conviction that it 
brings.  That is why John deals in v6, 8, and 10 with 
those who “walk in darkness”, with those in whom 
“the truth is not in them”, and in those in whom “the 
Word is not in them”.  God says that they are 
“deceived” and “make Him a liar”.  No matter who we 
are, no matter what we have done, and no matter what 
we may believe about life and eternity and all of those 
kinds of things, it is absolutely imperative that we 
“come to the light” (John 3:20).  Ephesians 5:8 tells 
us, 
 

Eph 5:8For you were once darkness, but now you 
are light in the Lord. Walk as children of light 
 

What the “light/darkness” contrast is consistently tell-
ing us is that God expects each of us to be fundamental-
ly different from the world.  Romans 13:12-14 says, 
 

Ro 13:12The night is far spent, the day is at hand. 
Therefore let us cast off the works of darkness, 
and let us put on the armor of light.  13Let us walk 
properly, as in the day, not in revelry and drunk-
enness, not in lewdness and lust, not in strife and 
envy.  14But put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and 
make no provision for the flesh, to fulfill its lusts. 
 

1 Peter 2:9 declares, 
 

1Pe 2:9But you are a chosen generation, a royal 
priesthood, a holy nation, His own special people, 
that you may proclaim the praises of Him who 
called you out of darkness into His marvelous 
light; 
 

Of all of the New Testament writers, John uses the word 
“light” more than anyone else.  In fact, the word “light” 
is found 23 times in the first 12 chapters of John’s gos-
pel.  Jesus is called the “light of men”, the “light of the 
world”, and the “true light”.  So, here in 1 John 1, John 
is saying that a Christian cannot claim to have fellow-
ship with God while living in “darkness”, or sin.  It is 
not possible. 
 
We want to look at the word “darkness”, because it is 
the contrast to “light” that John is drawing for us in this 

PRINCIPLE TWO:  “Light” is linked to both vir-
tue and moral conduct.  That is why John uses the 
word “walk” in 1 John 1:6-7 to emphasize the is-
sue of behavior as being representative of genuine 
salvation.  We cannot separate belief and behavior.  
For instance, 1 John 2:9-11 emphasizes this when 
it says, 

1Jn 2:9He who says he is in the light, and hates 
his brother, is in darkness until now.  10He 
who loves his brother abides in the light, and 
there is no cause for stumbling in him.  11But 
he who hates his brother is in darkness and 
walks in darkness, and does not know where 
he is going, because the darkness has blinded 
his eyes. 
 

If either truth or righteousness (simply doing what is 
right) are consistently missing in a person’s life, that 
person, no matter what they may say or claim, does 
not possess eternal life.  Obviously, all believers no 
matter their spiritual maturity fall short in different 
areas of their life.  In fact, that is the clear message 
of 1 John 1:7 and 9 – that we do have sin.  This is 
the second test that we talked about earlier that we 
have an accurate understanding of the certainty and 
inevitability of sin in our lives.  The important truth 
to understand, however, is that even though every 
genuine believer will sin, they will still manifest a 
genuine desire for continual striving towards both 
truth and righteousness in their life.  They under-
stand sin and they understand righteousness, and 
they are consistently gravitating towards righteous-
ness in their life. 

Because the nature of God is “light”, we as His chil-
dren are to reflect Him in our life by walking in that 
same light, in that same ethical, moral, and spiritual 
nature. (v7).  John 3:19-21 is very clear  in what it 
delineates to us, 
 

Jn 3:19And this is the condemnation, that the 
light has come into the world, and men loved 
darkness rather than light, because their 
deeds were evil.  20For everyone practicing evil 
hates the light and does not come to the light, 
lest his deeds should be exposed.  21But he who 
does the truth comes to the light, that his 
deeds may be clearly seen, that they have been 
done in God." 
 

This is man’s condemnation – God gave them His 
light and they both loved and chose darkness over 
His light.  They practiced evil and would not “come 
to the light”.  God’s light reveals and exposes us for 
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entire letter.  The word “darkness” metaphorically 
refers to a spiritual or moral “darkness” that is char-
acteristic of sin.  It is the natural state and condition 
of moral and spiritual depravity.  Dr. Renn says that 
it indicates a moral “darkness” that grips the heart 
and mind of an unbeliever.  It is their natural state of 
spiritual hostility against and enmity with God.  It is 
a word that symbolizes evil, sin, wickedness, iniqui-
ty, corruption, and depravity.  “Darkness” describes 
both the state and works of a person.  It symbolizes 
evil and sin, everything that life should not be and 
everything that a person should not do.  That is what 
John is referring to when he uses the word 
“darkness”.  In Colossians 3:5-9, Paul tells us ex-
actly what it means to “walk in darkness” when he 
says, 

Col 3:5Therefore put to death your members 
which are on the earth: fornication, unclean-
ness, passion, evil desire, and covetousness, 
which is idolatry.  6Because of these things the 
wrath of God is coming upon the sons of diso-
bedience,  7in which you yourselves once 
walked when you lived in them.  8But now you 
yourselves are to put off all these: anger, 
wrath, malice, blasphemy, filthy language out 
of your mouth.  9Do not lie to one another, 
since you have put off the old man with his 
deeds, 
 

The word “darkness” also refers to the influence 
and power of Satan in a person’s life.  A lost person 
is under the power of Satan and is guilty of sin.  His 
sins are not forgiven.  In Acts 26:18 Paul is rehears-
ing what God told him when He called him to Him-
self.  He told him that He was going to send him to 
the Gentiles, 

Ac 26:18to open their eyes, in order to turn them 
from darkness to light, and from the power of 
Satan to God, that they may receive for-
giveness of sins and an inheritance among 
those who are sanctified by faith in Me.'  
 

Everywhere we go in the Scriptures we are con-
fronted with this issue of darkness and sin.  It is as 
much a part of the New Testament as is the holiness 
of God.  One of the verses that epitomizes the prob-
lem with sin is found in Luke 11:35 which says, 
 

Lk 11:35Therefore take heed that the light which 
is in you is not darkness.  
 

There is this overwhelming propensity in man to 
refuse to believe the light and the truth that God has 

given to him.  Unwilling to be confronted by the light, 
men continue to think that they know and understand 
things about God and eternity for which they have no 
understanding whatsoever.  The light that they have is 
actually darkness, and eventually it will lead them into 
eternal darkness.  John 1:5 reiterates this when it says, 
 

Jn 1:5And the light shines in the darkness, and the 
darkness did not comprehend it.  
 

Ephesians 6:12 speaking of what takes place in the 
unseen spiritual world around us, says, 
 

Eph 6:12For we do not wrestle against flesh and 
blood, but against principalities, against powers, 
against the rulers of the darkness of this age, 
against spiritual hosts of wickedness in the heav-
enly places.  
 

Colossians 1:13 declares that God has delivered us 
from the darkness when it says, 
 

Col 1:13He has delivered us from the power of dark-
ness and conveyed us into the kingdom of the Son 
of His love,  
 

Now, all we are doing is trying to set up this contrast 
between “light” and “darkness”.  It will continue to be 
the theme all the way throughout this letter – spiritual 
“light” in contrast to spiritual “darkness”.  Here is what 
I want you to take away from this – the contrasts are 
what John uses to create the “spiritual tests” that we are 
all going to have to take.  These contrasts will test us; 
they will test our faith in God’s word vs. our own ideas 
and assumptions.  They will test our resolve to perse-
vere in the things of God.  They will test our commit-
ment to remain faithful and true to the Word of God in 
the face of the rampage of false assumptions about eter-
nal life that are so prevalent in the modern church age.  
So, we have to take these tests very seriously, not only 
for ourselves, but also for those that we love and care 
about. 
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