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The A  of 
Our S  

Part 7 
 

It Is Finished 
 

John 17:1-5 (NASB)  
1 Jesus spoke these things; and lifting 
up His eyes to heaven, He said, 
“Father, the hour has come; glorify 
Your Son, that the Son may glorify 
You,  
2 even as You gave Him authority over 
all flesh, that to all whom You have 
given Him, He may give eternal life.”  
3 “This is eternal life, that they may 
know You, the only true God, and Je-
sus Christ whom You have sent.”  
4 “I glorified You on the earth, having 
accomplished the work which You 
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 The Talmid 
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Talmid ַּתְלִמיד   a Hebrew word that means “a true disciple who desires to be what 
the Rabbi Jesus is.”   

 Whoever claims to live in Him must walk as Jesus did. 1 John 2:6 (NIV)  

ST
U
D
Y 

TO
 S

H
EW

 T
H
YS

EL
F 

AP
PR

O
VE

D
 U

N
TO

 G
O
D
, 

A 
W

O
RK

M
AN

 T
H
AT

 N
EE

D
ET

H
 N

O
T 

TO
 B

E 
AS

H
AM

ED
, 

RI
G
H
TL

Y 

D
IV

ID
IN

G
 T

H
E 

W
O
RD

 O
F 

TR
U
TH

. 
 2

 T
IM

O
TH

Y 
2:

15
 

 

Dr. Eddie Ildefonso  
West Los Angeles Living Word Christian Center 

Los Angeles, California 
 
Professor, Covington Theological Seminary 
Executive Vice President and Dean of  
Covington Theological International Studies 

have given Me to do.”  
5 “Now, Father, glorify Me together 
with Yourself, with the glory which 
I had with You before the world 
was.”  

 
     Having considered in general the par-
ticular glory of the Father, the Son and 
the Holy Spirit, we come now to the 
place where we must look a little more 
closely at one of the detailed statements 
which are made here in these five verses. 
We shall be considering especially the 
statement in the fourth verse, where our 
Lord, speaking to His Father, says, “I 
glorified You on the earth, having ac-
complished the work which You have 
given Me to do.” The two parts of that 
statement, of course, are complementary. 
He had glorified His Father on the earth 
by finishing the work which the Father 
had given Him to do. He came in order 
to glorify the Father, and all He did ac-
corded with this, so we can concentrate 
in particular on the second statement, 
“having accomplished the work which 
You have given Me to do.” Let us 
therefore, look at this work about which 
He speaks. 
 

It is of course one of the best ways of 
considering the Christian salvation; it is 
a glorious statement of what it all is, and 
of what it all involved and what it all 
cost. It is the way in which the Scripture 
constantly urges us to think about these 
things. Again, let me point out in passing 
that there is nothing that is so calculated 
to help us as to have a correct and large 
objective view of the way of salvation. It 
is always true that the direct road to 
peace, and joy and happiness, is never to 
start with, and concentrate upon, your-
self. It is, as we have seen, to look, in-
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stead, at this great way of salvation, this amazing 
plan; and the people who are always at peace in this 
life and world are those who, to use the phrase of 
the hymn writer, are ‘lost in wonder, love and 
praise’.  

 
The happiest people the world has ever known 

have always been those who have had the glorious 
view of salvation, and who have seen that they are 
‘in Him’—that is the great New Testament phrase, 
‘in Christ’—and that they are lost in Him. And so, 
they live as more than conquerors in this world and 
are immune to most of the things that are finally re-
sponsible for all our unhappinesses and our miser-
ies. 

 
So, then, we are going to look at salvation in 

terms of this comprehensive statement, “having ac-
complished the work which You have given Me 
to do.” Let us try to approach it in this way. The 
first thing we must notice is that this work which 
was given Him to do is obviously something defi-
nite and special and concrete. There is nothing 
vague and indefinite about the New Testament 
teaching concerning Christian salvation. It is exact-
ly, if one may use such a term, like someone who 
has been briefed to do a particular work. Now this 
word ‘briefed’ has become extended in its meaning 
in the last few years. We used to think of it in terms 
of attorneys, but we became familiar with it during 
the war when men in the Air Force were ‘briefed’ to 
do a particular thing. The work is as definite, as con-
crete and as circumscribed as that; and that is the 
first thought which we must always hold very clear-
ly in our minds with regard to this Christian salva-
tion. 

 
It is not a bad thing, therefore, as we begin to 

think about it, to test ourselves. If someone came to 
me and asked me what Christian salvation is, would 
I be able to give an exact definition? According to 
this term, I should be. It is not some general infer-
ence, or vague impression, nor is it one of those 
things about which you can make a number of state-
ments, and yet never quite describe it. No, it is a 
definite and particular work, and there are, of 
course, many definite statements with regard to 
what it is in the Scriptures themselves. The work 
that was given our Lord to do was that of saving 
mankind. You remember His own words: ‘The Son 
of man is come’—why?—because He has been giv-
en a particular assignment from the Father—‘to 
seek and to save that which was lost’ (Luke 
19:10). 

 

Then look at the way in which the apostle Paul puts 
it in Galatians 4:“But when the fullness of the time 
came, God sent forth His Son, born of a woman, 
born under the Law”—that is the particular task for 
which He was briefed. Or, if you like it in a more gen-
eral form, we can look at it like this: the work that our 
Lord was given to do was the work of restoring men to 
fellowship and communion with God. That is exactly 
why He came; He came all the way from heaven to 
earth, and did everything He did, in order that men and 
women like ourselves, who were out of relationship 
with God, might be restored to that relationship. He 
came to bring together man and God. He says here, 
“having accomplished the work which You have giv-
en Me to do”, and in these words he says He has given 
eternal life to as many as God has given Him. The work 
is as definite as that: to reconcile men to God, to bring 
God and man into this particular relationship and fel-
lowship with one another that had been lost and de-
stroyed. 

 
That leads me then to a second statement, which I 

put in this form: what was it that made this work neces-
sary? If it had not been necessary the eternal Council 
would never have been held, God the Father would nev-
er have sent forth His Son into the world, and the Son 
would never have endured and suffered all that He did. 
So, we see that there was some special and peculiar rea-
son why this work was necessary. I emphasize this be-
cause I find there are so many people who never seem 
to have seen the necessity of this work. They say, ‘I 
have always believed in God, and in the love of God.’ 
But the whole of this work which Christ came to do is 
to them absolutely unnecessary. You ask them what 
they hope for and they say that they hope they will get 
to heaven. If you ask them how they are going to do so, 
they reply, ‘Well, I have always believed in God,’ and 
they talk about this and that, but they never mention the 
Lord Jesus Christ and His work at all. His work is un-
necessary as far as they are concerned. 

 
Yet, obviously, by definition, this is a work which 

was absolutely essential. The Son was sent, and given 
this assignment, because without this work man and 
God cannot be reconciled. And so here, you see, we are 
plunged immediately into the profundities of Christian 
theology. What made this work necessary was the prob-
lem raised by sin. You do not begin to understand the 
work that was given to the Lord Jesus Christ unless you 
are perfectly clear about the problem of sin. Of course, 
we now begin to understand why it is that there is so 
little said today about the plan of salvation, and why 
men and women think so infrequently about this mag-
nificent scheme. It is because they do not like the doc-
trine of sin and dismiss it lightly, yet that, according to 
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the Bible, is what made all this work necessary. 
 
Have you ever wondered why the ceremonial 

regulations were given to the Children of Israel? I 
mean the ceremonial regulations about the burnt of-
ferings and the sin offerings and the trespass offer-
ings—all that long list of things that had to be done: 
the killing of animals, the shedding of blood and the 
presenting of it in the Temple. The reason for it all 
is the problem of sin and what made this work of 
Christ so essential was sin, and man’s condition in 
sin. 

 
But that was not the only thing that made it nec-

essary. There is something else which made it still 
more necessary and that is none other than the holy 
character of God Himself. I have to put sin first be-
cause unless I do so we cannot see the problem that 
was, in a sense, raised even in the heart of the Eter-
nal Himself. For before God and man could be rec-
onciled, something had got to be done both from the 
standpoint of God and of man. The problem from 
the Godward side I can put in this way—I use the 
terms used by the apostle Paul in Romans 3—how 
could God at one and the same time remain just and 
yet be the justifier of the ungodly? How could God 
remain holy, and unchangeable, and eternal, and 
righteous, true and just, and yet forgive sin and for-
give the transgressions of man? 

 
Let me put it in a simpler way. God, being God, 

cannot just forgive sin. Now the common idea about 
God, the one that we have instinctively, is that when 
we admit that we have sinned, all that is necessary is 
that we should come to God, say we are very sorry, 
and God will forgive us. But according to the Bible 
that is impossible, and I do not hesitate to use that 
word. As a preacher of the Christian gospel, I am 
compelled to say this and I say it with reverence: 
God, because He is God, cannot just forgive sin like 
that. 

 
If you want me to prove what I am saying, this is 

how I do it. If God could have forgiven sin just by 
saying, ‘I forgive’, He would have done so, and 
Christ would never have been sent into this world. 
The work that was given to Him to do, this work, 
this assignment, this task, was given to the Lord Je-
sus Christ because, I say again, without it, God can-
not forgive sin. He must not only justify the ungod-
ly, He must remain just. The way of salvation must 
be consistent with the character of God. He cannot 
deny Himself, He cannot change Himself, He is un-
changeable. ‘God is light, and in him is no dark-
ness at all’; (1 John 1:5); he is ‘the Father of 

lights, with whom is no variableness, neither shadow 
of turning’ (James 1:17). He is eternally, everlastingly, 
the same, and He is absolutely righteous and holy and 
just. He cannot remain that and simply forgive sin and 
no more. 

 
So, you see this work of Christ was absolutely es-

sential and I think we can see why it is that many peo-
ple’s ideas of salvation are so terribly wrong. They real-
ly do not see the necessity for Christ Himself and His 
work; they say, ‘God is love and because He is love, He 
will forgive me.’ My friend, He cannot, because He is 
God! The work of Christ was essential because of the 
character of God, and it was essential because of man in 
sin; something had to be done to render man fit for God. 
So, there are two mighty reasons why this work was es-
sential. 

 
Let us go on to another problem. The work was 

something that Christ Himself had to do, and He can 
therefore speak of it as being done. ‘I have finished the 
work which thou gavest me to do.’ Now I want to put 
that in the form of a negative like this. The Lord Jesus 
Christ did not come into this world to tell us what we 
have to do. He came Himself to do something for us 
which we could never do for ourselves. These negatives 
are all so essential, because there are people who be-
lieve in the deity of the Lord Jesus Christ, but if you ask 
them what He came into this world to do, their answer 
will be that He came to tell us what we must do our-
selves. Or they talk about good works and say that if we 
do this or that we will make ourselves Christian and 
make ourselves right with God. No! Our Lord says here, 
‘I have finished the work which thou gavest me to 
do.’ 

 
I am sometimes afraid that we are all guilty of miss-

ing the wood because of the trees, and sometimes the 
people who are most guilty are those who delight to call 
themselves Bible students. They go through the gospels 
with their analyses and look at the Lord’s teaching, but 
they are so taken up with the details that they never see 
the whole grand plan itself. The truth which we have to 
take hold of is that which is emphasized here, and the 
best way to understand it is to consider what it was that 
he did, and, too, what He was doing beforehand. He 
came to do certain things Himself, and we are saved by 
what Christ has done for us, and not by what He tells us 
to do. The work of salvation is His work and His doing, 
and He came specifically to do it, and here, in these 
words, He looks ahead, as it were, to the death on the 
cross, as well as back to what He has already done. Un-
der the shadow of the cross, He reviews the whole 
work, and He is able to say, “having accomplished the 
work which You have given Me to do.” I have com-
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we will begin to see exactly what the work was which 
the Lord was sent to do. He is the One who was sent in 
order to bring that to pass; He is the One who has come 
as the Messiah; He has come to seek and to save, to be 
the Mediator, between God and man. 

 
‘The work’, in other words, is that he was appoint-

ed as man’s representative. Man, at the beginning had a 
representative called Adam. He was the entire human 
race in himself, and acted as its representative, so that 
when he sinned, we all sinned. What is the answer to 
this? It is that we need Someone to represent us with 
God, Someone Who alone can lift us up again, Someone 
who can set us free, and present and introduce us to 
God. That is the task and nothing less than that. What 
was necessary was a representative of mankind, or, to 
use the phrase in Hebrews 2, we need ‘a captain of our 
salvation’, a leader, someone who can speak for us. A 
new originator of a new race, corresponding to Adam, 
was essential, and it was in order to do this that the Son 
of God came into this world, and the special task that 
was given to Him involved this. 

 
First of all, of course, it involved the incarnation. A 

new humanity is necessary, a new man, if you like, who 
can stand before God on our behalf, and the Son of God 
came in order to start this new humanity. That is why 
He ever came into the world, that is why the miracle of 
the virgin birth ever took place, and that is why you 
have the mystery and the marvel of the God-Man—two 
natures in the one person. That is why, as Hebrews 2 
puts it, He held out a helping hand and took on Himself 
the seed of Abraham. He took humanity into His deity: 
that is the whole meaning of the incarnation, that is pre-
cisely what happened at Bethlehem. So, the point I am 
emphasizing is that His task was not merely to tell us 
about God and His love. He could have done that in the 
form of a theophany—He could have made one of those 
appearances to mankind, and given certain revelations 
about God and His love. But that is not enough: He has 
to represent man, and He became man, hence the incar-
nation. Before He can represent us as High Priest He 
has to become one of us, so He takes unto Himself hu-
man nature. 

 
But it means even more than that, for having been 

born as man, in the likeness of sinful flesh, He then 
went to John the Baptist and asked John to baptize him. 
John stood back in amazement and said, “I have need 
to be baptized by You, and do You come to me?” 

 
No, said Christ, ‘Suffer it to be so now: for thus it 

becometh us to fulfil all righteousness.’ 
 
What was happening there at that baptism? It is, 

pleted it. On the cross, He said it again in the words, 
‘It is finished.’ It is His work and not yours and 
mine. So, a very good way of testing whether we 
have a right or wrong way of looking at salvation is 
to ask ourselves whether we see Christian salvation 
as something which is exclusively and entirely the 
work of the Lord Jesus Christ. We are His work-
manship; it is all of God in Christ. He has completed 
the work, and we simply have to receive His salva-
tion as a free gift. 

 
That leads me to what is, of course, the most im-

portant thing of all, which is to look in detail at 
something of this work which He has done. Here 
again I want to emphasize that the work which 
Christ came to do was not simply to give us incom-
parable teaching about God, and about the love and 
the fatherhood of God. How often has that been put 
forward as the sole business of Christ in this world? 
He did that, of course, but that is not the specific 
purpose for which He came. That had already been 
revealed in the Old Testament. In the Old Testa-
ment, you have some of the most glorious state-
ments of the character and love of God, and of the 
fatherhood of God; you will find statements there 
that are in no sense inferior to the statements of the 
New Testament. God’s ancient people had been 
taught about Him in His love, and in His fatherhood, 
and in His holy character; they knew them, in a 
sense, and Christ did not come only to tell us those 
things. 

 
Or look at it like this. Whatever else Christ came 

to do, we must realize that it was something that ne-
cessitated the incarnation, the life, the death and the 
resurrection of the Son of God. So, when I come to 
face this question of what this work was, I must be 
certain that my answer defines it in a way that 
makes the incarnation an absolute necessity, the 
death on the cross an absolute necessity, and the res-
urrection an absolute necessity. The teaching con-
cerning the love and character and fatherhood of 
God, therefore, has to make the fact of these great 
truths inevitable. 

 
But the same thing is true with regard to our 

teaching about His death upon the cross, we must so 
define the work, and all these events, as to make 
them absolute necessities. And the way to approach 
them is to understand that the problem was about 
how God and man could be reconciled. It was not 
merely that man might know certain things about 
God. Something had to be done to bring them into 
fellowship and communion with one another. If we 
remember that that is the controlling thought, I think 
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since the children share in flesh and blood, He Him-
self likewise also partook of the same, that through 
death He might render powerless him who had the 
power of death, that is, the devil, 15 and might free 
those who through fear of death were subject to slav-
ery all their lives” (Hebrews 2:14–15).  

 
John in his first epistle says that Jesus came into the 

world to destroy the works of the devil. In other words, 
mankind in sin had become subject to Satan, and before 
we could be saved, and before we could be truly recon-
ciled to God, Satan had to be conquered. We had to be 
emancipated and delivered out of the dominion of Satan 
and transferred to the kingdom of God, and it is only 
Christ who could do that. All who came before Him and 
who tried to be emancipated from the thralldom of Sa-
tan, had been defeated and overcome by the devil. So, 
before we could be redeemed the devil had to be con-
quered. Our Lord had to do it, and He had to do it as a 
man, before our freedom could take place—and He has 
done it. 

 
And then, of course, He was confronted by the final 

task, which was to deliver us from the guilt of sin, and 
that is the whole meaning of His death upon the cross. 
There I see Him allowing sin to be punished in His body 
and giving Himself as a sin offering, for without the 
shedding of blood, there is no remission of sin (see He-
brews 9:22). That is true of God. God, because He is 
what He is, cannot forgive us sinners without the shed-
ding of blood.  

Hebrews 9:22 (NASB)  
22 “And according to the Law, one may almost 
say, all things are cleansed with blood, and with-
out shedding of blood there is no forgiveness.”  
 
Before God could forgive sin, it had to be punished, 

and by Christ’s death upon the cross your sins and mine 
have been dealt with. They have been punished, their 
guilt has been expiated—there on the cross He was 
made sin for us, ‘God was in Christ reconciling the 
world unto himself’ (2 Corinthians 5:19). So, Christ 
has come to do this—this work of presenting Himself as 
a man without spot and without blemish, and it could 
not have been done without His coming into this world 
and without His doing all He did. And so, by doing this, 
He has conquered death as well. He has taken the sting 
out of it because “the sting of death is sin, and the 
power of sin is the law; 57 but thanks be to God, who 
gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus 
Christ” (1 Corinthians 15:56-57 (NASB).  
 

I merely put these headings before you. I plead with 
you to consider them one by one at your leisure. That 
was the work which He came to do. He came in order to 

again, one of those essential steps in this great work 
that He came to do. Being born a man was not 
enough in and of itself, He had to do this as well. He 
was absolutely sinless, why then did He need to be 
baptized? He was baptized because He identified 
Himself with us in our sin. He was taking the re-
sponsibility for us and our sins, and taking our sin-
fulness upon Himself. 

 
Or you can look at it in another way: it was at 

His baptism that the Holy Spirit came upon Him in 
the form of a dove, which means that not only was 
He being given strength, He was being anointed for 
His task. He was being set aside in a very special 
way as the Messiah, the Anointed One who was to 
deliver the people for whom He had come. There-
fore, He had His ordination, the oil of the Spirit was 
poured upon Him, and He was announced as the 
Messiah. So, the baptism was essential; it was part 
of the work which He came to do, which was not 
only to take on our nature but to identify Himself 
with us in sin. 

 
Then we can go on and watch Him and see His 

life of perfect, spotless obedience. Once again, He 
did not live a perfect life simply in order to show 
that He was the Son of God. No, something much 
more profound, and much more vital for you and for 
me, had to take place. It was that in living that per-
fect life of obedience to the law He was not only 
honoring the law as our head and representative, but 
also as the captain of our salvation, as the first born 
among many brethren. He was honoring the law for 
you and for me and for all who believe in Him; He 
was not only gaining positive righteousness for 
Himself, He was gaining it for us. He was keeping 
God’s law for us and it was part of the work He 
came to do. 

 
Is it not true to say that far too often we tend, as 

we read the gospel, to admire His perfect life and 
say, ‘Yes, He is undoubtedly God as well as man’, 
and then to stop at that? But we should always look 
at Him and see Him honoring God’s law and keep-
ing it perfectly, and we should see that He was do-
ing it as your representative and mine. He was doing 
it for us: He came to do that, not merely to teach 
about God and the forgiveness and love of God. He 
had to honor God’s law before God could forgive 
us, and He did that. 

 
But not only that, we behold Him conquering 

Satan. In Hebrews 2, which is a great commentary 
upon this very verse we are considering together, we 
are told that He came into the world that “therefore, 
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1 John 1 Overview 
Part 5 

 
In this study we want to finish what we began in the last 
study in addressing the issue of 1 John 1:7 and 
“walking in the light”.  There is a great deal of false 
doctrine that has been developed to support the un-
founded notion that a person’s life does not necessarily 
have to change after the initial work of salvation has 
taken place in them, or what we call being regenerated 
or being born again.  I like the word “saved”.  The argu-
ment that they use is that it turns the gospel into a salva-
tion of works.  So, the argument that is developed is that 
how we live AFTER we are saved has nothing whatso-
ever to do with whether or not we are actually saved.  
However, and unfortunately, what that does is open the 
door for a kind of Christianity that allows people to live 
in unrestrained sin.  Romans 6:1-2 and 15 certainly de-
ny the reality of that false position.  I want you to appre-
ciate that what I am addressing here is EXACTLY what 
John was addressing with the Gnostics – a false gospel 
and a false teaching that opens the door for a lifestyle of 
unbridled and unrestrained sin.  Nothing could be any 
further from the truth.  It is how we live AFTER the 
initial saving work of God that confirms the reality and 
genuineness of our salvation experience.  Listen to Ro-
mans 6:1-2 and 15, 
 

honor God’s law perfectly by keeping it, by living it. 
He came to satisfy it by bearing the punishment He 
pronounced upon sin and guilt and evil. He has done 
that, and thus the law is satisfied. Yes, but as I have 
reminded you, we need to be delivered from the 
power of the devil, we need death and the grave to 
be conquered, and He has done it all. And beyond 
all that, we need a new nature, because we need not 
only forgiveness of sins, but to be made fit to have 
communion and fellowship with God. We need to 
have a nature that can stand the sight of God, for 
‘God is light and in him is no darkness at all’. 
And Christ has come and given us Himself, His own 
nature, the eternal life of which He speaks in this 
very prayer that we are considering together. 

 
So here, looking at it all, He can say, ‘I have 

finished the work which You gave me to do.’ He 
has done everything that is necessary for man to be 
reconciled to God. Have you realized, my friends, 
that this work is finished? Have you realized that it 
is finished as far as you are concerned? Do you still 
think that you have to make yourself a Christian? 
You are asked whether you are a Christian, and you 
reply that you are hoping to be, but that you need to 
do this, that and that other … No! Christ says, ‘I 
have finished the work which you gave me to do.’  

 
The work has been done, and what proves 

whether we are truly Christians or not is the fact that 
we know and realize that the work has been done, 
and that we rest, and rest only, upon the finished 
work of our blessed Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. If 
we see it all in Him and the work done and complet-
ed in Him, it means we are Christian; if in any sense 
we are uncertain or doubtful, or think we have to do 
something ourselves, it means we are not. The be-
ginning of Christianity is the acceptance of this 
statement: ‘I have finished the work which You 
gave me to do.’ The way for you to know God, and 
to be reconciled to Him, is wide open in the Lord 
Jesus Christ, and His perfect work on your behalf. If 
you have never entered in before, enter in now, rest 
upon the finished work of the Lord Jesus Christ and 
begin to rejoice, immediately, in your great salva-
tion. 
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Continued in next edition... 
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Ro 6:1What shall we say then?  Shall we contin-
ue in sin that grace may abound? 2Certainly 
not! How shall we who died to sin live any 
longer in it?  
Ro 6:15What then? Shall we sin because we are 
not under law but under grace? Certainly not! 
 

Some of the translations say “God forbid!”, or 
“May it never be!”  When people say that how 
someone lives does not have anything to do with 
biblical salvation, what they are promoting is a pow-
erless and impotent gospel that has no inherent abil-
ity to change a person’s life.  To the contrary, how-
ever, that is exactly what the gospel does!  The gos-
pel completely changes and radically transforms a 
person’s life.  That is the very nature of salvation – 
that of making an amazing, life-transforming, eter-
nal change in a person’s life – both internal and ex-
ternal.  As soon as I say that, someone is going to 
ask about that person whose life was not radically 
changed and in which there were no major changes.  
You may be saying to yourself that “I was not radi-
cally changed.  I do not remember some kind of 
complete change that took place in my life.  So, 
what about that?”  Well, what about that?  If you are 
satisfied and content with having or promoting a 
salvation that does not change a person’s life, then 
why are we even studying?  Why do we even attend 
a church or why do we even read the Bible?  Why 
do we even care about a verse like 2 Corinthians 
5:17 which says, 
 

2Co 5:17Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a 
new creation; old things have passed away; 
behold, all things have become new.  
 

If we do not believe these verses and all of the ex-
amples in Scripture of men and women whose lives 
were turned upside down when they were saved, 
then we can probably be done with all of this Chris-
tianity stuff.  We can just call ourselves “Anyone’s 
Nominal Church” or something like that if we do 
not deeply believe that Christ radically changes peo-
ple’s lives.  In 1 John the contrast is one of going 
from walking in darkness to walking in light.  Those 
are absolute opposites!  We can just convince our-
selves that it is perfectly okay for us to redefine 
Christianity and give it a definition that we like and 
one that makes us comfortable.  We can do that and 
just be like the Gnostics – right?  They placed Chris-
tianity into their mold and just made it what they 
wanted it to be.  They made their golden calf and 
were completely satisfied with it, and that is much 
too often the modern day version of Christianity – 
“We are just going to live out the Christian life the 

way we want to live it.”  That is the mantra and spiritual 
chant of the Laodicean church.  The problem with that 
mentality is that it is grossly unbiblical.  Scripture does 
not provide us with options on what is right or wrong or 
what we can obey and what we can disobey.  Scripture 
does not provide us the liberty to redefine the nature and 
spiritual characteristics of genuine, biblical, authentic 
salvation.  Scripture is not making suggestions, pro-
posals, or recommendations to believers.  Scripture is 
not giving believers options and alternatives so that they 
can determine whether or not they want to be obedient 
to certain portions of Scripture.  How would you like to 
stand before God one day and find out that you had the 
wrong definition of biblical salvation and were not 
saved?  In order to keep you in their church, someone 
convinced you that all you had to do was make a profes-
sion, get baptized, and read the Word every once in a 
while – and you were saved.  Just think of the Catholic 
Church and how many people all over the world for 
centuries have fallen victim to their false doctrine of 
salvation by works.  We are talking millions and mil-
lions and millions of people who have died without 
Christ because someone decided that they had a better 
definition of salvation than God had – so they changed 
it and convinced people that they were right in doing so.  
What if you stood before God and He said to you what 
He said in Matthew 7:23 – “I never knew you.  De-
part from me.” 
 
Let me ask you a question.  Why do people call certain 
lifestyles “alternative lifestyles”?  It is because their 
lifestyles are unbiblical and they are not willing to ac-
cept God’s definition of marriage.  I have never figured 
out what a “significant other” actually is.  My under-
standing is that it is referring to living with someone in 
sin and fornication, but to soften that definition so that 
they do not feel as guilty about their sin, people have 
given it a more palatable title.  Scripture certainly does 
not provide that option.  The Scriptures call sin what it 
is – sin, and it makes no apologies and offers no alterna-
tives.  Young people keep referring to the fact that they 
are “in a relationship”.  Please forgive my ignorance, 
but I think that very often means that they are develop-
ing an intimate and unbiblical involvement with some-
one of the opposite sex (or the same sex for many). 
 
I am convinced that a gospel that does not have the in-
herent power to change a person’s life cannot really be 
considered good news.  At best, it would only be a kind 
of superficial and meaningless lip service.  If we are not 
willing to accept God’s definitions and God’s mandates 
on the Christian life, then all we will produce is a Laod-
icean church filled with people who will never be more 
than lukewarm in their commitment to Christ at best.  
That is an illusion and a very false view of salvation.  I 
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reflects a spiritual blindness on their part and a con-
sistent stubbornness to be obedient to Christ in their life.  
They consistently and willingly live contrary to the 
Word of God.  That is the primary characteristic of their 
life – they are not willing to live in a way that consist-
ently reflects Christ.  It is always reflected in their 
choices and in their lifestyle.  Now, please do not miss 
the significance of the preposition “in” as it is used with 
this phrase.  It is the word that God uses to clearly de-
fine the lifestyle and attributes of an unbeliever’s life – 
they live “in darkness”.  They “walk in darkness”.  
The tense of the verb “walk” refers to a continual life-
style and habit of the person’s life.  What the individual 
is doing does not reflect Christ.  It is does not reveal, 
display, or manifest Christ and His Word.  Do not lose 
the significance and importance of what I am saying.  
This is one of the primary defining attributes of some-
one who may say that they are saved, but they are very 
lost. 
 
In my mind and understanding, this is one of those at-
tributes that the Laodicean Church has been more than 
content to redefine.  The spiritual fallout is generations 
of pseudo-believers who have been deceived into think-
ing that they are saved when they are not saved.  The 
nominal church of the 20th and 21st century has devel-
oped a comfortable contentment with redefining the de-
mands of Scripture.  It has softened and ultimately re-
moved the hard demands and calls to meaningful disci-
pleship.  Do we fully understand that we cannot have 
biblical Christianity without corresponding biblical life-
styles?  Do we fully understand that we cannot soften 
the demands of Scripture to simply appease those who 
are not willing to submit to them?  Yet that is EXACT-
LY what the church has done.  Did you know that some 
of the “emergent” churches are serving beer in their 
church services today as a way of attracting people into 
their services?  Jesus never watered down the demands 
of salvation or discipleship – never!  He never compro-
mised.  He never gave someone a false impression of 
what the gospel demands.  He never altered the gospel 
demands.  Christ was not willing to compromise the 
truth to attract people into His kingdom.  If a person is 
not willing to come to Christ on His terms, then they 
cannot be saved, and a lifestyle that reflects this reluc-
tance to do be obedient to the clear teaching of Scripture 
is evidence of someone who only “says” the right thing, 
but ultimately is not saved.  Has not that been the thrust 
of 1 John up to this point?  It has been, and it will re-
main the thrust as we move through this epistle.  You 
may become bored with the topic and think that I am 
over bearing and over stressing the facts.  I am not.  I 
would be a dishonest minister of the gospel if I were to 
remove the demands of salvation and discipleship in 
any way.  I would be the person the lost individual 

hope that you never accept the false notion that bib-
lical salvation does not necessarily have to make a 
radical and life-transforming change in a person’s 
life. 
 
The message of 1 John is clearly that “walking in 
the light” is not optional to the Christian faith, and 
is absolutely necessary and indispensable to validate 
that genuine salvation has actually taken place in a 
person’s life.  If we will simply leave the truth given 
to us in 1 John as it is, it is what God will use to 
create the moral atmosphere of urgency in which the 
Christian life is a very serious business to those who 
genuinely confess Christ as Lord.  It gives urgency 
to all we say and do.  It honors the purpose of God 
in Christ to destroy the works of the devil.  It takes 
seriously the necessity of glorifying God in our bod-
ies.  It leads people to real faith instead of encourag-
ing them to be content with a lip service that cannot 
change and cannot save.  We must not redefine what 
it truly means to “walk in the light” – yet that is the 
very temperament of the modern day liberal church 
environment in which we live.  It will tell you that 
you can live however you choose and still be saved.  
That is completely inaccurate and incredibly damn-
ing to the person who holds that position.  Real sal-
vation always makes a real difference in a person’s 
life – always. 
 
I want you to appreciate that it is not simply 
“walking in the light” that is in view here, but it is 
“walking in the light AS HE IS IN THE LIGHT”.  
Whatever activity of my life that I am involved in 
needs to be that which Christ would be doing.  Is the 
direction of my life, are the activities of my life, and 
is my conduct and behavior something that Christ 
would be found doing?  I know that someone is go-
ing to immediately think and say to themselves that 
this is much too demanding, much too difficult, and 
much too challenging to be worked into their life.  
Excuse after excuse, reason after reason, and ration-
alization after rationalization can be given to ease 
the pressure of this phrase “as He is in the light”.  
The little preposition “in” is the Greek word “en” 
and it denotes a fixed position.  It designates a state 
or condition and is the most widely used preposition 
in the New Testament.  It is used over 2700 times in 
the New Testament.  The usage of “en” is often 
known as the locative of sphere.  I.e., the Christian 
is to live and act “in the sphere” of his or her rela-
tionship to God.  Think of it this way.  Those who 
do not have a meaningful or saving relationship with 
God, they “walk in darkness”, they walk in the 
sphere and in the realm and domain of darkness.  
They are consistently living in such a way that it 
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would point to in hell and say that “he was the 
preacher who deceived me.  He was the preacher 
who was not willing to tell me the truth.  He was the 
man who compromised the truth so that I would stay 
at his church.”  I am not willing to water down these 
hard passages.  This is John defining the clear and 
distinct differences between the lost and the saved.  
This is John defining the clear and distinct differ-
ences between those who “walk in darkness” and 
those who “walk in the light”.  If there is anything 
that we had better get right, this is it!  There is no 
room for error and misinterpretation at this point.  
Does everyone agree with that?  Are you fully con-
vinced of this issue and the severity of getting it 
wrong?  1 John is a critical doctrinal book that God 
uses to give a clear definition of genuine and au-
thentic Christianity.  There is not another book in 
the New Testament that speaks as often and as clear-
ly to providing this critical definition of the attrib-
utes and characteristics of genuine salvation.  John 
is relentless in unfolding this issue to us.  Why?  
Why?  It is because the tendency of the uncommit-
ted believer and the pseudo or false believer is to 
build and develop a doctrine of salvation that allows 
them to live how they want to live, even if it is in 
distinct contradiction to the Scriptures. 
 
The root of this issue is limiting the definition of 
salvation to the initial experience of salvation, or 
being born again and regenerated.  “I was saved 
‘then’.  I was saved when I was 14.  I was saved 
during a revival.”  The definition of salvation, how-
ever, is not only composed of a simple one-time 
conversion experience, but it encompasses the entire 
life of the believer.  We were saved in the past from 
our sins, we are being saved (sanctified) from sin in 
the present, and we will be saved from the conse-
quences of sin in eternity.  That is the biblical 
presentation of the components of genuine salvation 
in the New Testament – past, present, future.  What 
if it only had a past component, but no future com-
ponent?  What if it only had a past component, but 
no present component?  That assessment and mind-
set makes salvation meaningless, futile, and com-
pletely ineffective.  Just think how worthless the 
Pentecostal position is that you can lose your salva-
tion.  I am more than grateful that salvation is an 
ongoing work of God in the life of the believer, and 
it is a work that impacts and effects every area of 
their life for the entirety of their life.  God elected 
us, God regenerated us, God is sanctifying us, and 
God will glorify us.  That is complete biblical defi-
nition of salvation.  So, if we come to the past or 
present phase of salvation and that phase does not 
align with Scripture and what God says comprises 

Continued in next edition... 

salvation, then the reality of biblical salvation in the life 
of a so-called believer is deeply in question. 
 
Having said all of that, what would ever cause us to 
think that someone consistently walking in darkness is 
saved?  If you want to handle Scripture that way, then 
go ahead – but not me.  Listen carefully.  The true be-
liever lives in the exact opposite way.  He “walks in the 
light”.  That is the primary characteristic of their life – 
they live in a way that consistently reflects Christ.  I.e., 
this was something that Christ always did.  He never 
deviated from doing the right thing.  It was never an op-
tion.  He never even considered inappropriate alterna-
tives or behavioral lifestyles.  It was never an option – 
nor should it be for us.  How much do you really love 
Christ?  What does it really mean to you to be a faithful 
follower of Christ?  What kind of sacrifices and hard 
decisions are you willing to make to become all that 
God wants you to become?  Never lose sight of the fact 
that real, biblical Christianity always makes demands on 
our life.  It does not do it as a way of earning salvation, 
but rather as a means of validating biblical salvation.  A 
salvation that costs you nothing is worthless and will 
leave you spiritually naked and helpless at the most im-
portant moment of your life.  May God help us to “walk 
in the light as He is in the light”. 
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