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The A  of 
Our S  

Part 9 
 

You gave Him  
authority over all flesh 

 
John 17:1-5 (NASB)  
1 Jesus spoke these things; and lifting 
up His eyes to heaven, He said, 
“Father, the hour has come; glorify 
Your Son, that the Son may glorify 
You,  
2 even as You gave Him authority over 
all flesh, that to all whom You have 
given Him, He may give eternal life.”  
3 “This is eternal life, that they may 
know You, the only true God, and Je-
sus Christ whom You have sent.”  
4 “I glorified You on the earth, having 
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L I V I N G  W O R D   
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 The Talmid 
S E P T E M B E R  1 ,  2 0 1 7  V O L U M E  9 ,  I S S U E  9  

Talmid ַּתְלִמיד   a Hebrew word that means “a true disciple who desires to be what 
the Rabbi Jesus is.”   

 Whoever claims to live in Him must walk as Jesus did. 1 John 2:6 (NIV)  
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accomplished the work which You 
have given Me to do.”  
5 “Now, Father, glorify Me together 
with Yourself, with the glory which 
I had with You before the world 
was.”  

 
     No one, I think, reading the New Tes-
tament, can fail to see that it is the most 
lyrical document. The great note that 
runs right through it all, in spite of the 
tragic things that it has to record, is the 
note of victory, and rejoicing. You find it 
in the gospels, and in the Acts of the 
Apostles, and you find it in the epistles. 
Our Lord Himself, right under the shad-
ow of the cross, spent a good deal of His 
time showing His followers how, in spite 
of the things that are about to happen to 
Him, they could nevertheless be full of 
rejoicing. He has a joy to give them, He 
tells them, that no man can ever take 
from them.  
 
     Temporarily, they will be cast down 
because of His crucifixion, but soon they 
are going to receive that joy which the 
world cannot understand and can never 
take away, and certainly the Acts of the 
Apostles is one of the most exhilarating 
books that has ever been written. In spite 
of everything those first Christians stood 
out, dominating the whole world, full of 
joy and rejoicing, and the great appeal in 
all the epistles in that those Christians to 
whom they were written, should rejoice. 
That is the great characteristic note of the 
New Testament, and the same thing has 
been true of all the great hymns of the 
church throughout the centuries. 

 
Children of the heavenly King, 
As ye journey sweetly sing, 

                                      



2  

says John Cennick, and as these men have contem-
plated their salvation in every century and every 
country it has been something that has always led 
them to ‘wonder, love and praise’.  
 
     The note of praise is dominant and characteristic, 
and, therefore, this is what we, who claim to be 
Christian, should be experiencing. A miserable 
Christian is, in a sense, a contradiction in terms. A 
Christian is one who is meant to be rejoicing, full of 
a sense of wonder, of praise and of adoration as he 
contemplates this great salvation. Furthermore, he 
rejoices in spite of his circumstances, for the gospel 
of Jesus Christ, thank God, not only offers to make 
us happy when all is going well with us, its great 
aim is that we should be able to rejoice even in trib-
ulation and in the worst circumstances. That is its 
plan, and this is something that we all ought to be 
experiencing. But, it we are honest and frank, I think 
that many of us would have to admit that that is not 
our condition, and I am suggesting in these studies 
that the real explanation of that is our failure to 
grasp and understand the greatness of this Christian 
salvation. 
 

Now, so far, we have been concentrating on it 
from the Godward side, and we have been trying to 
see salvation as conceived in the mind of the eternal 
God, planned before the foundation of the world, 
and the work divided up between the Father, Son 
and Holy Spirit. And I would say again that if, as the 
result of doing all that, we are still unmoved, we are 
still not amazed and astounded, if we still do not feel 
that this is the most precious and wonderful thing in 
the world and that everything else in comparison 
with this pales into utter insignificance, then, as I 
understand my New Testament, it is high time we 
examined ourselves very seriously and discovered 
whether we are Christian at all. If a man can con-
template this salvation as thus looked at from the 
standpoint of God himself without feeling its great-
ness, then I do not understand such a person. Surely 
if one really sees these things even dimly and vague-
ly, it must revolutionize one’s mind and it must be 
the dominating factor in the whole of our existence. 

 
But now we must move on to a further aspect of 

the subject. I feel there is a second explanation of 
our failure to be rejoicing as we ought to be as 
Christians, and that is our failure really to grasp this 
salvation from our side, not only from God’s side, 
but also from our own. This is surely something that 
should fill us with a sense of astonishment. If we 
read our New Testament and consider what the gos-
pel of Jesus Christ really offers us, and then look at 

ourselves and our life and experience, we are confronted 
by this tremendous gulf. So, we go on to ask the obvi-
ous question—why do we rob ourselves like this? We 
have all this wealth and riches offered us, why are we so 
poor? 

 
Now I suggest to you that this is really the problem 

that confronts us all. In a worldly sense, if we were of-
fered great wealth and riches, we would need no en-
couragement to take hold of them and possess them. But 
here we are offered the greatest riches of all, the fullness 
of God, the treasures of grace and wisdom that God has 
placed for us in the Lord Jesus Christ, the fullness that 
the New Testament speaks of, that is available for us, 
and yet we continue in a state of penury and poverty. 
We are half-hearted and ill at ease and shuffling along, 
instead of availing ourselves of these greatest of all rich-
es. Why is it? That is the great question. Why do Chris-
tian people need these encouragements and exhorta-
tions? 

 
And the answer is, according to the Bible, that it is 

all due to sin. We have a mighty enemy and adversary 
of our souls, one whose supreme object is not only to 
rob God of His glory, but to rob God’s people of the 
things that God has provided for them. And, of course, 
as he robs us of the blessings, he is most effectively rob-
bing God of his glory also, because, as far as this world 
is concerned, God’s greatest glory is His people. God 
expresses His praise and glory most of all in His people, 
so if God’s people are apologetic, hesitant, unhappy and 
uncertain, God is being robbed of His glory. Therefore, 
the devil concentrates on that. The teaching of Scripture 
is that He is ever busy in trying to stand between us and 
a full realization of what God has intended for us in the 
Lord Jesus Christ. 

 
He fights, he thwarts us, he dulls our faculties, he 

holds us down and he binds us to earth. So, as I see it, 
the great function of Christian preaching is not only to 
warn us of these things, but also, positively, to present 
before us the greatness of our salvation. For if once we 
see it from God’s side and from our side, then we will 
be able to resist the devil and he will flee from us. We 
will be able to resist him steadfastly and fully, and all 
his suggestions and all he tends to do to us personally in 
the physical sense. The ultimate way of conquering the 
devil is really to lay hold of this life that God has of-
fered us in the New Testament gospel, and that is the 
thing to which we are referring here. 

 
According to this statement of our Lord here in His 

prayer to His Father, one of the objects which He had in 
view, in doing all the things that we have been looking 
at in so much detail, was that you and I might have eter-
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nal life. The plan in eternity, the laying aside of the 
glory, the incarnation, the birth in Bethlehem, all He 
endured for thirty-three years, all His preaching all 
His miracles, His death upon the cross, His resurrec-
tion, the ascension, the sending of the Holy Spirit—
one of the great objectives for which all that was 
designed was that you and I might have eternal life. 
Here He is at the end, and He prays the Father, 
‘Father, the hour has come; glorify Your Son, 
that the Son may glorify You, even as You gave 
Him authority over all flesh, that to all whom 
You have given Him, He may give eternal life.’ 

 
What then is this eternal life of which He 

speaks? Anyone who reads the New Testament must 
know at once that it is one of the central themes of 
the New Testament itself, and especially of this gos-
pel of John. It is the theme above all else which is 
emphasized by John, not only in this gospel but also 
in his epistles. Take that well-known verse, John 
3:16, ‘For God so loved the world, that He gave 
His only begotten Son’—why? —‘that whosoever 
believeth in Him should not perish’—that is the 
negative, and here is the positive—‘but have ever-
lasting life.’  

 
That’s it! Again, we read of the Lord saying, ‘I 

have come …’ Why did He come from God? Why 
did He leave the courts of heaven? Why did He 
humble Himself? Why was He made in the likeness 
of sinful flesh? The answer is ‘that they might 
have life, and that they might have it more abun-
dantly’ (John 10:10), And in John 6 you will find 
that He repeats it frequently: it is the great emphasis. 

 
Paul, too, puts the same point when he says, 

‘The wages of sin is death; but the gift of God is 
eternal life through Jesus Christ our 
Lord’ (Romans 6:23). Thus, you see, it is the great 
central message of the New Testament. Paul is con-
stantly dealing with it: ‘Even so consider your-
selves to be dead to sin, but alive to God in Christ 
Jesus’ (Romans 6:11). This therefore is surely 
something which we must look at a little more 
closely, though I can only introduce the subject, be-
cause it is, as I have shown you, the great central 
theme of the New Testament, and obviously no man 
can even attempt to deal with it fully in just one dis-
course. I am going to show you certain things which 
are laid down here concerning the matter, before we 
go on to attempt to define it in detail. 

 
The first principle that I would lay down is that 

the essence and the end of salvation is that we 
should have eternal life. What is a Christian? What 

is Christianity? The definition of the New Testament is 
that a Christian is a man who possesses eternal life. Per-
haps the best way of emphasizing that is to consider 
how it is that we hold such a low view of Christianity 
and the Christian life. What is the average person’s con-
ception of a Christian and what makes one a Christian? 

 
There are many strange answers to that question. 

Some people seem to think of it in terms of country. 
They still speak about Christian countries and non-
Christian countries, as if the whole country could be 
Christian. Then others think of it in terms of being 
christened when you were a child, or even baptized 
when you were an adult. Others think of it in terms of 
church membership, some action which is taken, some 
formality, a name on a register showing that you belong 
to a society or an institution, and they say that makes 
you a Christian. Others think of it as living a good life, 
following Christ and his teaching, trying to apply it per-
sonally, and getting other people to do the same, imitat-
ing His example, emulating the perfect specimen which 
He has provided for us. I am going up the scale, and that 
last, I think, is the highest, the best definition of a Chris-
tian that man by his own unaided understanding can ev-
er arrive at. 

 
But according to the New Testament, all that does 

not even begin to make one a Christian, and the world is 
very often quick to detect the hollowness of the claims 
in such people who call themselves Christian. I was 
reading of a distinction which I think was common 
among many Chinese people in past years. They called 
all the ordinary foreigners Christians, but others they 
called ‘Jesus people’. What they meant was that they 
regarded everybody who went to China from the West 
as Christians, because they came from so-called Chris-
tian countries, and most of them claimed that they were 
Christian. But the Chinese saw that they were often 
drunkards, and immoral and so on, and they felt that if 
that was Christianity then they did not want it. But then 
they found that there were other people who came from 
the same countries who also called themselves Chris-
tians. But these lived a pure, holy kind of life, they 
seemed to be out to help people, and were altogether 
different, and the Chinese began to call them ‘Jesus 
people’, because they seemed to be like the Lord Jesus 
Christ Himself. 

 
Now that is the way to make the distinction, so I 

want to go one step further and suggest that to be a 
Christian (and to know the very essence of Christian 
salvation), it is not even enough just to believe in the 
forgiveness of sins. The people I have been describing 
may not even have talked about forgiveness of sins, that 
was not the distinguishing feature. Because a man talks 
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from God, until the ruins caused by sin have been dealt 
with, and these can only be dealt with by the death of 
the Lord Jesus Christ upon the cross. We need to be rec-
onciled to God before we can receive life from God. We 
must be justified from our sin and guilt in the sight of 
God before He will give us this blessing. It is in this 
way that we establish the relationship between the two.  

 
If you begin by seeking this life from God without 

forgiveness, that is the false way of mysticism. But on 
the other hand, you must not stop at justification, it is 
the basis on which we are entitled to ask God for this 
divine life, which is the essence of Christianity. John 
Wesley, for example, found his favorite definition of 
Christianity in the title of a book that was written in the 
sixteenth century by a Scotsman called Henry Scougal: 
The life of God in the soul of man. That’s it, the pos-
session of the life of God in one’s own soul. That is the 
essence and the end of salvation. 

 
But we must proceed to lay down a second proposi-

tion, which is that by nature we all lack this life and are 
entirely without it. You notice how our Lord puts it 
here: ‘that to all whom You have given Him, He may 
give eternal life.”  The obvious implication there is that 
apart from this gift we are all without this life, and here 
again is something that is absolutely basic and vital to 
the whole of the New Testament position.  

 
We can see this, for example, in Ephesians 2:1–3 

NASB: 1“And you were dead in your trespasses and 
sins, 2 in which you formerly walked according to the 
course of this world, according to the prince of the 
power of the air, of the spirit that is now working in 
the sons of disobedience. 3 Among them we too all 
formerly lived in the lusts of our flesh, indulging the 
desires of the flesh and of the mind, and were by na-
ture children of wrath, even as the rest.” 
 

That is the condition and the position of the whole 
of mankind, until we receive this gift from the Lord Je-
sus Christ. 

 
Now the question that obviously arises at once is 

this: how did mankind ever come into such a condition? 
It is important that we should realize that that is the 
truth about us, for if we do not realize it, then we are 
utterly dead in trespasses and sins, and the gospel has 
nothing to say to us, except to convict us of that fact. 
So, the question is, how did man ever get into such a 
state? And the answer is to be found in Genesis 3—a 
vitally important and essential chapter. I find there are 
so many Christian people today who seem to think you 
can be fully a Christian and shed the first chapters of 
Genesis. ‘There is no need to believe in all that,’ they 

about forgiveness of sins in the Lord Jesus Christ, 
he is not of necessity a Christian, or at any rate his 
definition of a Christian is very incomplete. The es-
sence and the end of Christian salvation is the pos-
session of eternal life: ‘You gave Him authority 
over all flesh’—Why? —that their sins might be 
forgiven? No — “that to all whom You have given 
Him, He may give eternal life.”  
That is what makes the difference, we must never 
stop short of that. 

 
It is perhaps important that we should hurriedly 

glance at the relationship between these two matters. 
I feel that many go astray, and that many heresies 
have crept into the church at this point, because of 
the failure to see this. There is indeed a direct rela-
tionship between the forgiveness of sins and eternal 
life.  

 
Perhaps the best way to put it is that we must 

never think of the possession of eternal life as some-
thing in and of itself, as something that is directly 
possible. We must never think of the possession of 
eternal life unless we have first of all considered the 
forgiveness of sins. I know of many people today 
who say they are not interested in the terms justifi-
cation and sanctification. But you ignore them at 
your peril, because the New Testament teaches us 
that justification and forgiveness are an absolute es-
sential before you can receive eternal life. If you try 
to forget that this love of God first of all came by 
the way of forgiveness and justification, you will 
find that you are indulging in a false mysticism, and 
that you are deluding yourself and doing something 
that has often led people into the greatest misery and 
unhappiness.  

 
So, while Christian salvation does not end at for-

giveness, it does start there; there is no short cut to 
eternal life except via grace, repentance, justifica-
tion, and acceptance in the sight of God. Eternal life 
is not the same as justification, it is based upon it. 
Justification is the preliminary cleansing of the 
ground. 

 
Let me illustrate this. Take any of the buildings 

that were damaged during the war. There they were, 
crumbling and ruined, bits of wall standing here and 
there. Now before a new building could be put up on 
that site, the ruins had to be cleared away, the re-
maining walls pulled down, the trash taken away, 
and the site cleared.  

 
It is exactly like that in the Christian life, in this 

spiritual experience. You cannot possess eternal life 
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And the account goes on to tell us what happened. 
Man disobeyed and though hitherto he had delighted in 
hearing the voice of God in the Garden, the moment he 
disobeyed, the link was broken and the voice of God 
frightened him. But God did not stop at that, he threw 
man out of the Garden and placed cherubim and a flam-
ing sword to prevent man from going back to that per-
fect life. Left in his own strength and power, man is 
condemned to a spiritual death. He loses the voice of 
God, and the possession of life eternal.  

 
From there on man is a creature without a 

knowledge of God. He lives in ignorance; indeed, he 
becomes an enemy of God. He is, the Bible teaches, 
dead to spiritual things. He does not enjoy or see any 
point in prayer; doctrine is mere theory to him, not in 
any way relevant to his life; and, the Bible tells us, he is 
now of his father the devil, manifesting in his nature and 
life the characteristics of the devil, the worst of which is 
enmity against God, and a hatred of Him. 

 
Now it seems to me that this doctrine of the fall 

which I have been putting to you, is an essential part of 
the biblical doctrine of salvation. Man has lost this eter-
nal life, which is why he is under the curse and wrath of 
God, and needs to be given this gift of life. This is not 
something that I have deduced from the Scriptures, you 
will find it stated explicitly in 1 Corinthians 15: ‘For 
as in Adam all die, even so in Christ shall all be 
made alive’, and you will find it also in Romans 5. So, 
I suggest to you that the work of the Lord Jesus 
Christ—the work of which he says here, ‘I have fin-
ished the work which You gave me to do’—cannot be 
truly understood until we understand this doctrine of the 
fall.  

 
We do not need some human knowledge telling us 

that we just have to be raised up and so drawn up a little 
bit higher. No! We need to be delivered from the wrath 
of God. It is because of the fall that man is dead in tres-
passes and sins; he is spiritually dead and that is why he 
is in that condition. 

 
Let me go on to my next proposition, which is that 

eternal life is a gift from God. That is made very plain 
by our Lord’s words: ‘that to all whom You have giv-
en Him, He may give eternal life”, and I think that this 
follows very logically from what I have just been say-
ing. There is, indeed a perfect logic and wholeness in 
scriptural doctrine, and if you trip up over one part, then 
the whole of the doctrine is going to be involved. Man, 
though spiritually dead decided to live the life of God, 
but he could never produce or generate that life for him-
self. It is impossible, he was not allowed to do so—
there was that flaming sword to bar his way back to that 

say, ‘because scientific knowledge has made it quite 
impossible.’ 

 
But let us see whether that is a tenable position 

or not. It seems to me that the biblical doctrine all 
hangs together, and that we will never see the true 
greatness of Christian salvation until we fully see 
and realize the nature of man. According to Scrip-
ture, the trouble with man by nature is not that he is 
incomplete but that he is dead. Now evolutionism 
tells us that man is just evolving out of the animal 
stage; he obviously has still a great deal of the besti-
al in him, but he is advancing up to perfection.  

 
The trouble is that he has not climbed high 

enough yet. But if that is true, then I have to cut out 
a great deal of my Bible, I have to eschew a great 
deal of that talk about being ‘the children of 
wrath’, for the Bible tells me that I am not only in-
complete and inadequate, I am positively evil, I am 
under the wrath of God, I am subject to perdition 
because of something that is true of me. That is the 
meaning of the wrath of God.  

 
And that is not just Paul’s teaching. The Lord 

Jesus Christ said, “He who believes in the Son has 
eternal life; but he who does not obey the Son 
will not see life, but the wrath of God abides on 
him.” (John 3:36 NASB). No one taught this doc-
trine more clearly than our Lord himself, and that is 
why he said, ‘I am come that they might have 
life.’ 
 

All this, therefore can only be explained truly in 
terms of what we are told in Genesis. God made 
man and made him perfect, and then, we are told, 
God breathed into man the breath of life and he be-
came a living soul. God thus breathed into man 
something of his own life, and in that state and con-
dition man was a living soul enjoying the life of 
God and in correspondence with him. But God, you 
remember, told man that if he wanted to maintain 
that life he must be obedient. He could eat of all the 
trees of the garden, except the particular tree of the 
knowledge of good and evil.  

 
But man disobeyed, even though God had warned 
him what would have to happen. God had said, “But 
from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil 
you shall not eat, for in the day that you eat from 
it you will surely die.” (Genesis 2:17 NASB); and, 
remember, death does not only mean physical death, 
it means, still more, spiritual death, falling out of 
relationship with God, and out of correspondence 
with Him. 
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I do not want to sound unsympathetic. I think it is a 
good thing that men and women are beginning to see 
that man alone is insufficient. It is all right as far as it 
goes, but the vital question is, how do you see it? It is 
possible to talk about sinking into the heart of the Eter-
nal, but it takes many forms and assumes many guises. 
There are those who tell you that you can know God 
and begin to share His life immediately just as you are. 
They say that the moment you begin to feel your need 
of God all you have to do is to turn to God and He will 
begin to speak to you. They do not mention the Lord 
Jesus Christ at all. 

 
But, my friends, it is He and He alone who can give 

eternal life. He claims it here and Scripture says it eve-
rywhere: “that to all whom You have given Him, He 
may give eternal life.”  There is no one else who can 
give eternal life to man except the Lord Jesus Christ. If 
it were possible in any other way, why did He ever 
come to earth? Why did He work as a carpenter? Why 
did He endure all He endured? Why the death on the 
cross? Why the agony and the shame and the blood-
stained sweat?  

 
There is no other way—the whole plan of salvation 

centers on Him. He alone is the giver of eternal life, and 
we seek life from God in any other way at our greatest 
and gravest peril. I am not denying that you may have 
had experiences, but it is my business to proclaim that 
whatever happiness you may find, whatever release and 
freedom, whatever guidance, whatever magic, whatever 
miraculous things may seem to be happening to you, 
unless you obtain them directly and only through the 
Son of God, the Lord Jesus Christ, it is not life from 
God, and you are the victim of a terrible delusion. One 
day you will awaken to find that that is a fact; it is He 
and He Alone Who is the giver and the transmitter of 
the life of God to the souls of men. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

life from which he was dismissed. It cannot be done, 
no man can ever make himself a Christian, for no 
man can ever produce the Christian life within him-
self. 

 
Not only that, it is something that we never ar-

rive at, it is something that we never merit. It does 
not matter what good you may do, you will never 
win eternal life. You may have spent the whole of 
your life in doing good works, but I say that you 
have no more right to eternal life than the most dis-
solute vagrant in the world today. You say you be-
lieve in attending a place of worship and doing 
good, but I say that if you are trusting to these things 
you are condemning yourself.  

 
All our righteousness is but as ‘filthy rags’, our 

greatest virtues are ugly and foul in the sight of God, 
because they are all tainted by sin. ‘The gift of God 
is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord’: we are 
saved by grace ‘through faith; and that not of 
yourselves: it is the gift of God’ (Ephesians 2:8). 
The whole message of the New Testament is the 
message of the grace of God, the gift to undeserving 
sinners, and we only have eternal life when we re-
ceive it as a gift. 

 
There is one further point, which is that there is 

only one person who can give us the gift and that is 
the One who is praying: “that to all whom You 
have given Him, He may give eternal life.” It is 
Christ alone who can give us this eternal life. Once 
more we see the terrible danger of mysticism, or at 
any rate of the mysticism which does not make 
Christ central. There are many people in the world 
who are anxious to possess this life of God. You 
will find them writing about it, and one of the most 
remarkable examples of this has been Aldous Hux-
ley, who used to be a complete sceptic, but who 
came to believe that nothing can save the world but 
mysticism, and who became a Buddhist for that rea-
son.  

 
Such men believe that there is this eternal life of 

God to be had, that what we need is that life of God 
in ourselves and that our trouble is that we have not 
got it. They are using the same definition as Henry 
Scougal, but notice the difference: these people 
think that they can get this life of God in themselves 
without mentioning the Lord Jesus Christ at all. You 
get it, they say, by contemplation of the Absolute, 
by increasingly sinking into the eternal and being 
lost in Him, because as you do so, you are receiving 
life from Him. 
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1 John 1 Overview 

Part 7 
 

The Blood of Christ 
 
We continue with 1 John 1:7 and 9, and specifical-
ly looking at the word “blood” and its practical spir-
itual implications for the believer’s life.  1 John 1:7 
reads, 
 

1Jn 1:7 But if we walk in the light as He is in the 
light, we have fellowship with one another, 
and the blood of Jesus Christ His Son cleanses 
us from all sin. 

 
John 6:53-56 are some verses relative to the 
“blood” that often times seem to disturb people, but 
in reality they help provide a high level of under-
standing relative to the “blood”.  Jesus said, 
 

Jn 6:53Then Jesus said to them, "Most assured-
ly, I say to you, unless you eat the flesh of the 
Son of Man and drink His blood, you have no 
life in you. 54 Whoever eats My flesh and 
drinks My blood has eternal life, and I will 
raise him up at the last day. 55 For My flesh is 
food indeed, and My blood is drink indeed. 56 

He who eats My flesh and drinks My blood 
abides in Me, and I in him. 

You can just imagine how absolutely shocking this was 
to the disciples – the idea of drinking blood.  The Old 
Testament had strictly forbidden anyone from either 
drinking blood or eating any meat that still had the 
blood in it.  Just the fact that He was talking like this 
completely confused them. 
 
The problem comes from the meaning of the word 
“drink”.  Obviously, it is used figuratively in these 
verses with the sense of actually receiving eternal life, 
and not the actual physical drinking of His blood.  In 
fact, if you substituted the word “receive” for the verb 
“drink”, it would help clarify the usage in this passage.  
I.e., if you do not receive and accept what the blood of 
Jesus Christ has spiritually accomplished, then “you 
have no (spiritual) life in you”.  If a person does spirit-
ually receive His blood, then he “has eternal life”.  He 
who receives His blood “abides in” Christ, or has eter-
nal life.  In John 4:14, Jesus uses the word “drinks” to 
reflect the meaning of “receiving” eternal life when He 
says, 
 

Jn 4:14 but whoever drinks of the water that I shall 
give him will never thirst. But the water that I 
shall give him will become in him a fountain of 
water springing up into everlasting life." 

 
In Matthew 20:22, Jesus speaks about sharing in His 
sufferings when He used the word “drink”. 
 

Mt 20:22 But Jesus answered and said, "You do not 
know what you ask. Are you able to drink the cup 
that I am about to drink, and be baptized with the 
baptism that I am baptized with?" They said to 
Him, "We are able." 

 
Obviously, Jesus is not talking about physically 
“drinking” something called suffering, but rather even-
tually experiencing the physical suffering of which He 
was about to partake.  Christ is going to “receive” and 
“partake” of the “cup” of suffering that God the Father 
is going to allow to afflict Him so that salvation may be 
provided.  In Matthew 26:28, Jesus said these words as 
He administered the Lord’s Supper to His disciples, 
 

Mt 26:27 Then He took the cup, and gave thanks, 
and gave it to them, saying, "Drink from it, all of 
you. 28 For this is My blood of the new covenant, 
which is shed for many for the remission of sins. 

 
Obviously, what was in the cup was not His actual 
“blood”, but it represented the actual physical blood 
that was to be “shed for the remission (forgiveness) of 
sins.”  Forgiveness of sins is not something that anyone 
should take lightly.  If a person’s sins are not forgiven, 
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every believer’s sins.  Romans 5:8-9 reiterates more of 
the same, 
 

Ro 5:8 But God demonstrates His own love toward 
us, in that while we were still sinners, Christ died 
for us. 9 Much more then, having now been justi-
fied by His blood, we shall be saved from wrath 
through Him. 

 
V9 is amazing!  It says that the believer has been 
“justified” by the blood and sacrifice of Christ, and the 
corresponding result of their being “justified” is that 
they “shall be saved from wrath” – saved from God’s 
wrath, saved from God’s anger against sin, and saved 
from God’s holy judgment of the sinner who has re-
fused to come to Christ for salvation.  It must be appre-
ciated that God has no other way of dealing with sin ex-
cept through the blood.  As a believer, you have no oth-
er way of having fellowship with God apart from the 
blood of Jesus Christ.  Jesus Christ has redeemed us to 
God through His blood.  Here is the principle that needs 
to be taken away from this: The blood must have the 
same place in our hearts that it has with God.  The 
problem is that it is much too easy to become satisfied 
with these great truths concerning the blood of Christ, 
but then never know in any practical way how to apply 
those truths to our life. 
 
The Bible declares that there are multiple practical ben-
efits that the blood of Christ has in a believer’s life.  As 
an example, the Scriptures declare that the believer is 
reconciled to God through the blood of Christ.  At one 
point in their life, every believer was an enemy of God, 
lost and without any hope in the world, and abiding un-
der the wrath of God.  Now, they are sons and daugh-
ters.  They have been reconciled to God.  Romans 5:10 
and 2 Corinthians 5:18 declare, 
 

Ro 5:10 For if when we were enemies we were recon-
ciled to God through the death of His Son, much 
more, having been reconciled, we shall be saved 
by His life.  

 
2Co 5:18 Now all things are of God, who has recon-
ciled us to Himself through Jesus Christ, and has 
given us the ministry of reconciliation,  

 
Someone is going to ask the question as to why the 
blood has such power.  The answer is really very sim-
ple.  It is because the life is in the blood, and the value 
of the blood corresponds to the value of the life that it is 
in.  For instance, the blood of a bird is of much less val-
ue than the blood of a horse.  The blood of a goat is of 
much less value than the blood of an individual.  So, 
who can actually know the value of the blood of Christ?  

the corresponding result is what the Bible calls the 
“second death”, or dying without Christ and being 
eternally tormented.  However, none of that is nec-
essary.  Why?  It is because of the blood, because of 
the shedding of Christ’s blood.  The giving of His 
life and His blood frees the believer from both the 
guilt of sin and the penalty of sin.  If this could be 
put into questions to emphasize the point, the ques-
tions would be “Have you sinned against God?  
Have you grieved and quenched the Holy Spirit?  
Have you often times failed miserably in your life?”  
Sure you have, but as a believer it has all been cov-
ered by the blood of Christ.  1 John 1:7 once again 
says, 
 

1Jn 1:7 But if we walk in the light as He is in the 
light, we have fellowship with one another, 
and the blood of Jesus Christ His Son cleanses 
us from all sin. 

 
“All sin” refers to every single sin that a believer 
has ever committed or will commit.  There is no sin 
that will not be forgiven, no matter how severe it 
may seem at the time.  Hebrews 9:12 reinforces all 
of this and declares that the blood of Jesus Christ is 
the central element of redemption when it says, 
 

Heb 9:12 Not with the blood of goats and calves, 
but with His own blood He entered the Most 
Holy Place once for all, having obtained eter-
nal redemption. 

 
This is not a weekly redemption or a monthly re-
demption or a yearly redemption.  This is an 
“eternal redemption”.  This is an eternal salvation 
that can never be lost or forfeited.  There is nothing 
else in all of the universe or in all of eternity that 
can cover and atone for sin – nothing.  Romans 
3:24-26 says, 
 

Ro 3:24 being justified freely by His grace 
through the redemption that is in Christ Je-
sus, 25whom God set forth as a propitiation by 
His blood, through faith, to demonstrate His 
righteousness, because in His forbearance God 
had passed over the sins that were previously 
committed, 26 to demonstrate at the present 
time His righteousness, that He might be just 
and the justifier of the one who has faith in 
Jesus. 

 
The phrase “as a propitiation by His blood” means 
that when Christ died that God the Father fully ac-
cepted His sacrifice as the complete payment for 
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How could the value of His sinless blood ever be 
measured?  It cannot be measured.  The value of the 
blood of Christ is not measureable because it is of 
infinite and eternal value.  So, if the blood is of infi-
nite value, so is the atoning virtue of that blood. 
 
It is the blood of Christ that atones for sin.  It is the 
blood of Christ that opens the door of heaven for the 
believer.  If the blood of Christ has such eternal vir-
tue and value, then inherent in that is the ability and 
the power to accomplish everything for the believer 
and to accomplish everything in the believer that is 
necessary for their salvation – everything.  The actu-
al power of God to raise Jesus Christ from the dead 
was not exerted apart from the blood.  It was 
through the shedding of His blood as the sin-bearer 
that Christ had the right to be raised from the dead.  
His pure, unblemished blood had fully satisfied the 
law and the righteous demands of a holy God.  It 
was His blood that overcame the power of sin and 
the power of death.  So, sin, death, hell, and Satan 
were all defeated because of the blood of Christ. 
 
There is a vital truth in all of this that must be seen.  
The believer must perceive the connection that 
exists between the blood of Christ and the power 
of God.  It is through the blood of Christ that God 
the Father exerts His power over sin.  Where the 
blood is, the resurrection power of God is present.  
Where the blood is, there is the power of God for 
the believer’s life.  This truth is the underlying foun-
dation of everything that is being addressed regard-
ing the blood.  This is where the believer is able to 
make the practical application to his life, but apart 
from recognizing both the place and the power of 
the blood in their life, the believer will lead a very 
defeated Christian life without any victory over sin, 
the world, or the devil.  This truth is absolutely 
foundational for the believer to experience the pow-
er of God in their life.  Every believer must under-
stand the relationship that exists between the blood 
of Christ and the power of God.  They are eternally 
inseparable. 
 
So often all that believers are praying for is the pow-
er of God to be manifested on their behalf, but they 
never even mention, worship, or recognize the blood 
of Christ.  They just pray for results without every 
mentioning the basis for those results.  The basis 
for the power of God operating in a believer’s life 
is the blood of Jesus Christ.  The blood of Christ 
must be integrated into the believer’s life and into 
their faith in God.  It must be integrated into their 
prayer life and into their requests.  The blood of 
Christ is the basis of God working redemptively in 

the believer’s life, and it is basis of God working in their 
life after their redemption.  If a Christian truly desires to 
see God work in their life, then it is essential that they 
integrate the blood of Christ into their worship, their 
theology, and their prayers.  Please understand that the 
blood of Christ is not some kind of spiritual rabbit’s foot 
for the believer – not at all.  It is the very foundation of 
their spiritual life.  Without the shedding of blood, there 
is no remission or forgiveness of sins.  The death, buri-
al, and resurrection of Jesus Christ is the basis of salva-
tion.   
 
From a practical perspective, simply tell God how much 
you appreciate and worship the shedding of the His 
Son’s blood on your behalf.  Most Christians rarely if 
ever give the blood of Christ its proper place in their 
life.  The question at this point is really very simple – as 
a follower of Christ, do you truly want the power of 
God to be released in your life?  Do you want to prevail 
with God?  If you do, the power is in the blood of 
Christ.  It is faith in what the shedding of His blood ac-
tually accomplished.  It is faith in God accepting His 
Son’s sacrifice when Christ took His own blood into the 
Most Holy Place not made with hands and offered that 
precious blood to His Father as the basis of eternal re-
demption and saving grace (Hebrews 9:12).  It is faith 
in the power of the blood of Christ to prevail over any 
sin in any man’s life.  So, whatever it is that a Christian 
may sincerely desire for God to accomplish on their be-
half, it is always connected and linked directly to the 
blood of Jesus Christ. 
 
It is important to remember that Christ spoke the fol-
lowing words to His disciples and prayed these words to 
the Father in John 14:3 and John 17:24, 
 

Jn 14:3 And if I go and prepare a place for you, I 
will come again and receive you to Myself; that 
where I am, there you may be also.  

 
Jn 17:24 Father, I desire that they also whom You 
gave Me may be with Me where I am, that they 
may behold My glory which You have given Me; 
for You loved Me before the foundation of the 
world.  

 
What Christ is asking the Father is that He will open 
heaven for each person who believes in Him, no matter 
how great of a sinner they may actually be – and His 
request is granted, but it is because of the blood.  Christ 
has opened heaven with His blood.  His blood has abso-
lute power over the kingdom of darkness and hell itself. 
 
1 Peter 1:18-19 says that the blood of Christ has an in-
credibly powerful influence on a man’s heart. 
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1Pe 1:18 knowing that you were not redeemed 
with corruptible things, like silver or gold, 
from your aimless conduct received by tradi-
tion from your fathers, 19 but with the precious 
blood of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish 
and without spot. 

 
Peter says that the believer has been “redeemed…
from your aimless conduct” by the “precious 
blood of Christ”.  The believer may surely fail and 
stumble at times, but they will never go back to that 
aimless life they lived before salvation – never.  
Why?  It is because the believer has been redeemed 
by something of much greater value that silver or 
gold.  They have been “redeemed….by the pre-
cious blood of Christ”, and its efficacious value 
cannot be quantified.  The word “redeemed” in-
cludes everything from the full pardon and for-
giveness of sins to the full deliverance of the believ-
er into the presence of God at death and to an eterni-
ty lived in the presence of God forever. 
 
Too often the problem that many Christians have is 
that they do not even sense their need for a deeper 
understanding of the blood.  Believers have become 
much too satisfied with simply having been saved, 
but they have lost a meaningful and ongoing interest 
in experiencing a deeper deliverance from sin in 
their life.  What a terrible place for a follower of 
Christ to arrive at – that of becoming content with 
the fact that they sin against God.  Every believer 
should have an insatiable desire for holiness to be-
come stronger and greater and more effective in 
their lives.  A believer will never understand the 
power of what the blood of Christ can do in their life 
without their earnestly desiring deliverance from sin 
and having intimate fellowship with God.  The 
blood of Jesus Christ works with ceaseless power in 
the believer that is surrendered to it. 
 
Surrender yourself to the work of Holy Spirit in you 
and through you.  The Scriptures are clear that the 
indwelling of the Holy Spirit in the believer’s life 
could not be given until the blood of Christ had been 
shed.  It is the Holy Spirit who is able to bring to 
perfection the hidden and powerful effects of the 
blood of Christ into a believer’s life.  So, fix the 
very eyes of your heart on the blood of Christ, and 
open your entire being up to its transforming power 
in your life.  Ask Jesus Christ to make His blood 
effective and operative in your life. 
 

Continued in next edition... 
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