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The A  of 
Our S  

Part 11 
 

 A New Principle 
John 17:2-3 (NASB)  
2 “Even as You gave Him authority over 
all flesh, that to all whom You have given 
Him, He may give eternal life.”  
3 “This is eternal life, that they may know 
You, the only true God, and Jesus Christ 
whom You have sent.”  
 
     In the light of our two preceding studies, 
the question which each one of us should be 
asking before we go any further is this: do I 
possess eternal life? Have I received the 
gift of eternal life? It is the most momentous 
question we can ever ask ourselves in this 
life, because our eternal destiny depends 
upon our answer to it.  

W E S T  L O S  A N G E L E S  

L I V I N G  W O R D   

C H R I S T I A N  C E N T E R  

 The Talmid 
N O V E M B E R  1 ,  2 0 1 7  V O L U M E  9 ,  I S S U E  1  

Talmid ַּתְלִמיד   a Hebrew word that means “a true disciple who desires to be what 
the Rabbi Jesus is.”   

 Whoever claims to live in Him must walk as Jesus did. 1 John 2:6 (NIV)  
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     That is the message of the Bible eve-
rywhere, from beginning to end. It em-
phasizes a Day of Judgement when cer-
tain great books will be opened, and un-
less our names are written in the Lamb’s 
book of life—which means that we are 
possessors of eternal life—we go to de-
struction, to damnation and to eternal 
punishment. Clearly, therefore, this is the 
most important matter of all, and not on-
ly from the standpoint of our eternal des-
tiny. Of course, we have to put that first, 
because it is the most serious matter, but 
it is also important from the standpoint 
of our life in this world, and the enjoy-
ment and the success of that life, in the 
highest sense. 
 

So, then, we have found that this life 
becomes possible to us only in and 
through a knowledge of God in the Lord 
Jesus Christ, and we have seen, too, that 
He enables us to know God by imparting 
Himself to us, through the Holy Spirit. 
By entering into us and giving us life, He 
enables us to know God, and that is the 
point at which we start, when we discov-
er the way to this life, the way in which 
it is obtained. 

 
It is necessary, perhaps, that I should 

emphasize this word ‘know’ — ‘that 
they might know You’ — in order to 
bring out clearly that that does not mean 
merely an intellectual awareness. This 
word ‘know’ is a strong and powerful 
word. It does not just mean that you are 
acquainted with or aware of something; 
it does not even mean an intellectual ac-
ceptance of a number of propositions; it 
is much deeper than that. When God 
spoke to the Children of Israel through 
the prophet Amos, He said, ‘You only 
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have I known of all the families of the 
earth…’ (Amos 3:2 NASB).  

 
Obviously, that does not mean that God was not 

aware of the existence of other nations; this word 
‘know’ is a word which means ‘you only have I 
known in an intimate way’, you are the only peo-
ple, in a sense, in whom I have been particularly in-
terested. That is how this word is constantly used in 
Scripture and that is its meaning here. The 
knowledge of God about which our Lord speaks 
here means an actual living realization of Him, not 
just believing in the being and existence of God, but 
knowing Him as One who is living and dwelling in 
us. It is a living knowledge, and we must be careful 
that we do not attach a meaning to this word which 
falls short of that exalted conception. 

 
Having said that, we now go forward to consider 

exactly what that means. We have seen the way in 
which we obtain eternal life. If a man really does not 
know God in Christ in that intimate sense, he has 
not got it. But what is this life which is claimed in 
that way?  

 
The first thing which we must emphasize is that 

it is a quality of life. Eternal life must be conceived 
of in terms of quality rather than mere quantity, or 
duration. That does not mean that the element of 
length and duration does not enter in, because it 
does. But over and above that, is this question of the 
quality—the thing that is always emphasized in the 
Scriptures. Our Lord puts it like this: “… I came 
that they might have life, and that they might 
have it abundantly” (John 10:10 NASB).  

 
So, we see that, according to Scripture, what is 

offered to us is a type and kind of life which is 
available to us at this present time and which will go 
on right through the remainder of our lives in this 
world, and, still more important, beyond death and 
the grave and into eternity. That is really what is 
meant by eternal life. 

 
Now both these aspects need to be emphasized. 

The astounding thing, in other words, is that the 
Christian is one who can receive here in this world, 
now in the present, something of the very life of glo-
ry itself. The apostle Paul speaks of that in Romans 
8:23, where he refers to himself as one of those who 
have received the ‘firstfruits’, or, as he says, who 
have received a kind of foretaste. You see what is in 
his mind? 

 
Romans 8:23 (NASB)  

23 “And not only this, but also we ourselves, hav-
ing the first fruits of the Spirit, even we ourselves 
groan within ourselves, waiting eagerly for our 
adoption as sons, the redemption of our body.” 
 
It is like the first gleanings of the crop. You go out 

into your garden and you pick the first raspberries, the 
full crop will soon come, but here is a preliminary in-
stalment. You have the first fruits, the foretaste; you do 
not have it all, but you have a handful of what you are 
going to receive in an ultimate, complete fullness. And 
that is the way in which the Christian comes into eternal 
life, and it is surely one of the most remarkable and 
astounding things we can ever realize, that here on earth 
we can begin to experience something of the life of 
heaven, something of the life of glory. 

 
Now the time element comes in like this. Though 

we receive the life itself here in this world, because we 
are in the flesh, and because of the imperfection that sin 
has introduced into every part of our being, there is a 
kind of limit. The apostle Paul makes this plain in writ-
ing to the Corinthians, “‘For now,’ he says, ‘we see in 
a mirror dimly, but then face to face; now I know in 
part, but then I will know fully just as I also have 
been fully known” (1 Corinthians 13:12 NASB).  
 

Some people say it should be translated, ‘we see in 
a sort of riddle’, but that does not matter, both show 
that we do see after a fashion. But then note the differ-
ence: “For now we see in a mirror dimly, but then 
face to face.” There is a certain amount of distortion in 
what we see at the present time we are seeing the real 
thing but ‘dimly’.  

 
Then we shall see it even as it is, ‘… but then I will 

know fully just as I also have been fully known.’ 
‘Now,’ Paul says again, ‘I know in part’; it is the dif-
ference, says the apostle, between the knowledge of a 
child and the knowledge of a grown-up person. The 
child has, in a sense, a real knowledge, but it is an ele-
mentary and an imperfect one. “When I was a child, I 
used to speak like a child, think like a child, reason 
like a child; when I became a man, I did away with 
childish things” (1 Corinthians 13:11 NASB).  

 
That is exactly the difference, says Paul, between 

eternal life in this world and eternal life as we shall en-
joy it in the glory. The life is the same, only here it is 
partial, and imperfect ‘as in a mirror dimly’. But thank 
God that this is what is offered to us even in this life and 
world. We can begin the life of glory here on earth: 
‘Celestial fruits on earthly ground may grow,’ says 
the hymn writer, and that is the thing that our Lord 
would have us realize constantly as Christian people. 
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Very well, let us hold these two elements in our 
minds. It is a quality of life, and that quality is the 
life of heaven, the life of glory itself. We start it 
here, we can have it now and it will continue, it will 
grow, it will increase, and ultimately it will blossom 
out into that life of perfection when we shall see 
with an utterly open face and ‘know even as also 
we are known’ by Him. I think that this is one of 
the most thrilling things a man can ever learn in this 
life, so I summarize it by putting it like this: It is 
possible for us as Christian people, to receive here 
and now something of that life which the Lord Jesus 
Christ Himself enjoyed. He enjoyed this eternal life 
while He was here on earth, and what He offers and 
what He gives, He tells us, is something of that 
life—‘… that he should give eternal life to as 
many as you have given him’. 

 
So, then, having described it in general, let us try 

to understand it a little more personally and see what 
exactly is true of this life. Let me give you some of 
the New Testament definitions of it. We are told that 
as a result of having this life we become sons of 
God, or children of God— “For you are all the 
sons of God …,” says the apostle Paul in Galatians 
3:26.  

 
Another phrase, used by John in his first epistle, 

is that we are ‘born of God’ (1 John 5:1) and in 
John 3:8 we read that we are ‘born of the Spirit’.  

1 John 5:1 (NASB)  
1 “Whoever believes that Jesus is the Christ is 
born of God, and whoever loves the Father 
loves the child born of Him.  
John 3:8 (NASB)  
8 “The wind blows where it wishes and you 
hear the sound of it, but do not know where it 
comes from and where it is going; so is every-
one who is born of the Spirit.”  
 
The apostle Peter describes it by saying that we 

become “… partakers of the divine nature …” (2 
Peter 1:4)—an astounding statement. In another 
place he tells us that we are “… born again …” (1 
Peter 1:3), we are regenerated. Now all those terms, 
and others too, are used in the New Testament in 
order to give us some conception and understanding 
of the quality and nature of eternal life. And it was 
in order to give us this marvelous life that the Lord 
Jesus Christ came into the world.  

 
That is why He went to the cross, that is why He 

was buried and rose again, it was that you and I 
might become sons of God, children of God, born of 
God, partakers of the divine nature, that we might be 

regenerated, and made anew, and receive a new life. 
But, I must hasten to add, it is very important that we 
should not misconstrue any of these great, exalted 
terms. 

 
Not one of them means that you and I become di-

vine. We do not cease to be human. We are not turned 
into gods. We must never put such a meaning to those 
great terms. It does not mean that the divine essence, as 
it were, is infused into us. I put it in this negative form 
because some of the mystics have crossed the line and 
have taught—indeed you will find it very often in Ro-
man Catholic teaching—that the divine nature is infused 
into us. That is something which is in the background of 
their doctrine of transubstantiation. Now there is no 
such teaching in the Bible and it savors of the monastic, 
and of Greek philosophy; we must be careful not to in-
terpret those terms as meaning that we actually become 
divine. We are still human, though we are partakers of 
the divine nature. 

 
I would even go beyond that. When you and I are in 

heaven and in glory, when our very bodies shall have 
been glorified and every vestige of sin shall have been 
purged out of us, when we shall see Him face to face 
and be like Him, even then we shall still be men. The 
Lord Jesus is God-Man. We never become God-men. 
We still remain man, but glorified man, perfect man. 
We are not transfigured or transformed into God. 

 
This is obviously a very high and difficult doctrine 

to understand, and I suppose that we are not meant to 
understand it fully in this life and world. The safe way 
of expressing it is to say that what happens to us when 
we receive eternal life is that something entirely new 
comes into us and into our life and experience. The 
Scripture says we become new men, a new creation. 
The New Testament refers to a new man and an old 
man, and we are told to put off the old and to put on the 
new man.  

 
A new principle of life comes into us which produc-

es a profound change in us, and gives us, therefore, a 
new quality of life and being. This new principle pro-
duces in us a new nature, a new outlook, so much so 
that having received it, we are able to say with Paul—
and he knows exactly what he means when he says it — 
“If anyone is in Christ, he is a new creature; the old 
things passed away; behold, new things have 
come” (2 Corinthians 5:17 NASB). It is all because of 
this principle that enters into our lives. 
 

I am tempted to say a word at this point about the 
relationship of this new principle to the natural qualities 
and faculties of man, because people are often in trouble 
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have said, something which affects the entire man.  
 
But it is especially interesting to observe the way in 

which it affects a man’s understanding and apprehen-
sion of spiritual things. And the way to look at that is to 
contrast the natural, unregenerate man, who is not a 
Christian, with the man who is a Christian. According to 
Scripture, the natural man is spiritually dead.  

 
May I be so bold as to put it like this: if there is any-

body to whom these things about which I am speaking 
are really utterly meaningless, then, as I understand 
Scripture, it means that such a person is spiritually dead 
and has not received eternal life, because, as Paul puts 
it, “But a natural man does not accept the things of 
the Spirit of God, for they are foolishness to him; 
and he cannot understand them, because they are 
spiritually appraised” (1 Corinthians 2:14 NASB). 
They are meaningless to him, they are like a foreign lan-
guage, and he is bored by them. 

 
Paul works this out in great detail in 1 Corinthians 

2. He says that we, as Christians, have not received “the 
spirit of the world, but the spirit which is of God”, 
and we will never know them until we receive the Spir-
it. ‘Eye has not seen,’ he says, “AND EAR HAS NOT 
HEARD, AND which HAVE NOT ENTERED THE 
HEART OF MAN, ALL THAT GOD HAS PRE-
PARED FOR THOSE WHO LOVE HIM” (verse 9). 
And these things about which Paul is speaking do not 
refer to heaven, but to things here on earth.  

 
However, Paul goes on, we understand because “… 

for the Spirit searches all things, even the depths of 
God” (1 Corinthians 2:10 NASB). Now that, I think, is 
something wonderful and glorious. The princes of this 
world do not understand these things, and let us remem-
ber that when he is talking of princes, he is not only re-
ferring to people who are crowned kings, he is including 
the philosophers, he is talking about the Greeks who 
sought and worshipped wisdom. When Paul says that 
the princes of this world do not know the Lord Jesus 
Christ, he means they do not understand or grasp the 
truth because they are spiritually dead.  

 
Living in terms of their natural powers and faculties, 

they come to these spiritual things with their natural in-
tellect and they see nothing in them. And he goes on to 
say that they never will see anything in them until they 
have received the light of the Spirit. But, he says, “he 
who is spiritual appraises all things” —which means 
he understands, he can evaluate all things — “yet he 
himself is appraised by no one” (1 Corinthians 2:15 
NASB). The Christian is an enigma to the non-
Christian, the Christian does not really understand him-

and difficulty about that. They wonder what hap-
pens when a man receives this new life, what hap-
pens when he is born again. Is he given an entirely 
new faculty or a new set of faculties? The answer, of 
course, is, no. What he receives is a new principle 
that affects all his faculties.  

 
Let me explain what I mean. This new principle 

is something apart from our faculties but it affects 
all of them. It is, as it were, something that comes in 
and enlivens them and enables us to use them in an 
entirely different manner. Now that is very im-
portant for this reason: the Christian life, the receiv-
ing of this eternal life, is absolutely independent of 
our natural faculties, and qualities—and let us thank 
God for that fact.  

 
We all differ, for example, we all differ intellec-

tually some are born with a greater ability to under-
stand, with better brains, than others; some are able 
to read and understand what they read better than 
others. There is an endless variety and variation in 
people by nature, from the standpoint of propensi-
ties and abilities. The glory of this eternal life is that 
it can come into the life of any kind of person, and it 
really does not depend in any sense upon their indi-
vidual qualities and faculties. The result is that a 
person who is unintelligent can receive this principle 
of new life quite as much as the most intelligent per-
son in the world. And, furthermore, he can be as 
spiritual as that intelligent person. It is a principle 
apart from the natural faculties. 

 
But of course, it is at the same time a principle 

that can use the natural faculties. That is why when 
God wants a great teacher of the Christian gospel, 
He chooses a man like the apostle Paul. Yes, but 
Paul was no more a Christian than the most ignorant 
person in the church at Corinth. It is the principle 
that matters—we must not merely consider this in 
terms of understanding and ability, it is something 
much more wonderful and glorious than that. And 
that is why Paul was able to say in 1 Corinthians 
1:21 NASB: “For since in the wisdom of God the 
world through its wisdom did not come to know 
God, God was well-pleased through the foolish-
ness of the message preached to save those who 
believe.”  

 
God, He says, takes the ignorant and by means 

of them He confounds the wise, and He takes the 
weak and confounds the mighty—because of this 
new principle which He introduces. What, then, is 
the effect of the introduction of this principle? This 
life eternal, about which we are speaking, is, as I 
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NASB). Does the world trouble you? You see, if you 
have received eternal life you become like the Lord Je-
sus Christ. In this world He was a man of sorrows and 
acquainted with grief because He saw what sin had done 
to His Father’s great and glorious world, because He 
saw men and women in the shackles of sin and dupes in 
the service of Satan. It grieved Him at heart and the man 
who is spiritually minded knows something of that view 
of this life and world, and of the men and women who 
are in it. 

 
In other words, spiritual things become real to the 

man who receives eternal life. These things are not the-
oretical to him, they are not merely philosophical or ac-
ademic. He does not feel that they are something he has 
to force himself to take up. They are the center of his 
life, the most vital things of all to him. Do we have to 
force ourselves to think about these things? Do we have 
to say, ‘It is Sunday again and I suppose I had better do 
so and so?’ Or do we delight in it, wishing, in a way, 
that we could spend every day looking into these 
things? Do we hunger and thirst after righteousness? 
Are these to us the most vital, momentous, central 
things? They are to the spiritual man, and they must be, 
because of what has happened to him. The principle of 
the life of Christ has come into him and he becomes like 
Christ. 

 
And the last thing I would say about him is that he 

has an understanding of spiritual things which he never 
had before. John, in his first epistle, warns those first 
Christians against certain dangers and heresies. There is, 
he says, a sense in which he need not keep on reminding 
them, because they “… have an anointing from the 
Holy One…” (1 John 2:20 NASB).  

 
It is true of the Christian: he has a spiritual under-

standing of spiritual things, he knows the truth about the 
Lord Jesus Christ. There are people who are always ar-
guing about the person of Christ. They are always in 
trouble and want to understand this, that and the other. 
But the spiritual man is not like that. I do not mean that 
he can necessarily explain everything to you. Look at 
those Corinthian Christians, the people of whom Paul 
said that they had ‘the mind of Christ’. They were not 
great philosophers, for, he says, ‘not many mighty … 
are called’. And yet you know they could see the Lord 
Jesus Christ in a way that the princes of this world could 
not. The Christian is the man who does not understand 
intellectually, he understands spiritually; he knows be-
cause of this principle of life that is come into him—life 
recognizes life. 

 
The knowledge which is given to the Christian is 

almost an instinctive knowledge. I think the best analo-

self! He has an understanding and an insight which 
the other man does not have. 

 
Then there is the wonderful statement at the end 

of the chapter, “For WHO HAS KNOWN THE 
MIND OF THE LORD, THAT HE WILL IN-
STRUCT HIM?” (1 Corinthians 2:16 NASB). 
And Paul gives this amazing answer— “But we 
have the mind of Christ.” He does not mean by 
this that we have the perfect knowledge that Christ 
has. He means that we have the spiritual understand-
ing of Christ Himself. He has given it to us, and we 
have received it as a gift from Him. It is one of the 
aspects of eternal life—the mind of Christ. And this 
means that the new man, the man who has received 
this gift of eternal life, has an interest in spiritual 
things.  

 
The other man has not got this, but the new man 

has, and he begins to look at himself in a new way. 
He realizes that he is not merely an animal sent into 
this world to eat and drink and sleep and make mon-
ey. No! He realizes that he is a spiritual being. He 
knows within himself that there is something which 
lifts him up beyond the whole universe, that he is 
meant for God and that he has God’s Spirit within 
him. He did not know that before, but he knows it 
now. He has an entirely new view of death as well 
as of life and he faces his life in this world in an en-
tirely new way. 

 
My dear friends, if you want to know whether 

you have eternal life, that is a simple way of decid-
ing it. When you think about yourself do you stop 
merely at the point at which the man of the world 
stops, or do you remind yourself every day of your 
life that you have a soul, a spirit; that what really 
matters is not this brief span of life in this world, but 
that destiny for which we are meant, that life that is 
awaiting us with God, that glory to which we are 
going? The Christian views himself with a spiritual 
mind and he faces God in an entirely different way. 

 
The Christian also has an entirely different view 

of the world in which he lives, it is a spiritual view. 
What is your view of the world at this moment? Are 
you troubled or grieved about it? Are you hurt by it? 
Paul says of the Christian that “… we are in this 
tent, we groan, being burdened …” (2 Corinthi-
ans 5:4 NASB).  

 
Or again, even we “… having the first fruits of 

the Spirit, even we ourselves groan within our-
selves, waiting eagerly for our adoption as sons, 
the redemption of our body” (Romans 8:23 
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1 John 1 Overview 
Part 9 

 
The Blood of Christ—Cleansing 

 
In this lesson we will be concluding this brief study on 
the blood of Christ in 1 John 1:7 and 9.  One of the key 
elements that we have seen so far is that there is an in-
separable relationship between the blood of Christ and 
the power of God working in a believer’s life.  They are 
inseparable.  Everything that God has done is because 
of the blood.  Without the blood of Christ there is no 
salvation, no heaven, and no eternity with God.  With-
out the blood of Christ the Christian life would be mere 
vanity at best because in the end everyone would die in 
their sins and be eternally separated from God.  So, 
without the blood of Christ, the truth has no value and 
secures people nothing.  Without the blood of Christ, we 
would do well to just close the doors and go home. 
 
One of the primary principles that is critical to under-
stand regarding the blood is that the more that a believer 
calls on the blood of Christ, the more they will experi-
ence its life transforming effects in their life.  No one 
may ever understand how those effects are actually pro-
duced or how they take place in their life – but they will 
experience the results.  The blood of Christ is not some 
kind of lucky rabbit’s foot or some kind of mystical 
charm.  To the contrary, it is one of the most critical ele-

gy is this. It is comparable to the knowledge which a 
man has who is in love with a woman. It is not pos-
sible for him to sit down and write out a philosophi-
cal account of his love, he cannot explain it rational-
ly: he knows it, but here his reason ceases.  

 
The great love which reason and knowledge do 

not understand—that is it. We know, because we 
have love and love recognizes love, and love attracts 
love. The little lamb cannot give you a rational rea-
son why it should pick out one sheep as its mother 
but it knows that sheep is his mother. The Chris-
tian’s knowledge of his Lord is something like that, 
he knows and he knows the way of salvation.  

 
People say, ‘I cannot understand why one man 

had to die on the cross for all,’ but the Christian 
does understand. He cannot fully understand the 
doctrine of the atonement, but he is not in any trou-
ble over the fact that the sins of the world were laid 
upon the innocent body of the Son of God. He has 
the mind of Christ and an understanding of these 
things by means of this unction of the Holy Spirit. 
Spiritual truths are not strange to him, they are life, 
they are everything. He delights in them, he lives by 
them and his one desire is to know more and more. 
Have you received ‘eternal life’? It is a gift, He 
gives it, He has done everything so that you may 
have it. You find that the things that used to interest 
you now carry no meaning to you, and these other 
things become the only things that matter. 

 
“Perish every fond ambition, 
All I’ve sought, and hoped, and known; 
Yet how rich is my condition— 
God and heaven are still my own!” 

      Henry Francis Lyte 
 

The moment a man receives this life he becomes 
a kind of stranger in this world. They are pilgrims, 
strangers, sojourners, men who have their eyes set 
and fixed upon ‘the glory that remains’, though 
living still in this world of sin and shame. 

 
God grant that we all may know that we have 

eternal life. If you know that you have not, confess 
it to God and ask Him to give it to you by His Spirit. 
If you have it, dwell upon it that you may grow in 
grace and in the knowledge of God, and be changed 
from glory into glory even as you look at it and con-
template it. 

 

Pastor C. Gary Fleetwood 
Chime Bell Baptist Church 
Windsor, South Carolina 

 
Professor, Covington Theological Seminary 

Aiken, South Carolina Extension  
Dean, Covington Theological Seminary 

Country of Romania 

Continued in next edition... 
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ments of salvation and of the on-going salvific work 
of God in a believer’s life.  It is foundational to the 
Great Commission, to the doctrine of God’s for-
giveness, and to the believer’s eternity with God.  Its 
value cannot be minimized or overlooked.  1 Corin-
thians 6:20 says, 
 

1Co 6:20 For you were bought at a price; there-
fore glorify God in your body and in your 
spirit, which are God's. 

 
Do you know what that price was?  It was the life of 
Jesus Christ.  It was His death and the shedding of 
His blood.  Every believer has been bought with the 
most valuable spiritual element in eternity – the very 
life of Christ.  They are now God’s possession and 
He owns them.  They are His for eternity.  They are 
a Christian because of the blood, they have been 
changed because of the blood, they continue to be 
changed because of the blood, and they can live 
above sin because of the blood.  Every time they 
come to the blood and every time that they meditate 
on the blood, it supernaturally supplies God’s power 
into their life so that they can be fully yielded to the 
will of God.  The more that they live under the deep 
impression of the blood, the more they will hear the 
blood of Christ speak to their heart.  The more it 
will convince them that entirely surrendering them-
selves to the will of God is the way to be fully re-
leased from the power of sin over their life. 
 
Positionally, because of the blood the very holiness 
and righteousness of God has been imputed into 
every believer’s account.  Right now God sees them 
as spotless and without blemish before Him.  Ephe-
sians 5:27 declares, 
 

Eph 5:27 that He might present her to Himself a 
glorious church, not having spot or wrinkle or 
any such thing, but that she should be holy 
and without blemish. 

 
Every believer has been redeemed because of the 
blood of Christ.  1 Peter 1:18-19 says. 
 

1Pe 1:18 knowing that you were not redeemed 
with corruptible things, like silver or gold, 
from your aimless conduct received by tradi-
tion from your fathers, 19 but with the precious 
blood of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish 
and without spot. 

 
Every believer was an enemy of God, alienated from 
the life of God, children of wrath awaiting the judg-
ment of God on their life, but now they have been 

brought near to God by the blood of Christ.  As a lost 
person they did not care about God or the things of God, 
but now they are near to Him and they want to please 
Him and they want to share in His likeness. 
 
In one of the previous studies, we looked at John 6:53-
57 and the passage that talked about eating the flesh and 
drinking the blood of Christ.  Obviously, all of that pas-
sage was a metaphor and a figure of speech.  It ex-
pressed that the believer needs to have a very intimate 
connection with Christ.  John 6:53 says, 
 

Jn 6:53 Then Jesus said to them, "Most assuredly, I 
say to you, unless you eat the flesh of the Son of 
Man and drink His blood, you have no life in you. 

 
What is important to see in this verse is that the believer 
needs another life.  All natural life is sustained and 
nourished outside of itself.  People must have certain 
things outside of themselves to actually live – food, wa-
ter, oxygen.  In the same way, a believer must have cer-
tain things outside of themselves to experience God’s 
spiritual life in them.  They have to partake of God’s 
spiritual food and God’s spiritual drink.  There are no 
exceptions.  There is physical food and there is spiritual 
food.  There is physical life and there is spiritual life.  
As a believer learns how to partake of and how to ap-
propriate the blood of Christ in their life, the more they 
will experience certain spiritual influences on their heart 
and ultimately on their life.  John 6:57 says, 
 

Jn 6:57 As the living Father sent Me, and I live be-
cause of the Father, so he who feeds on Me will 
live because of Me. 

 
In the same way that the quality of physical life is di-
rectly related to the quality of physical food which 
someone partakes, the quality of a believer’s spiritual 
life is directly related to the quality of spiritual food of 
which they partake. 
 
So, how is all of this worked out in the believer’s life?  
How does a Christian spiritually partake of the blood of 
Christ?  Think of “drinking” as appropriating by faith 
what is understood about the blood of Christ.  Think of 
it as filling your heart with the preciousness of the blood 
of Christ.  Think of it as seeking to convince yourself of 
its life giving power.  When you meditate on the blood 
of Christ, take the time to see its power to redeem your 
life from eternal death, see its power to cleanse and 
change your life, and see the power that it has to 
strengthen you.  Absorb all of what the blood can do 
into your heart and mind.  Seek to understand this as-
pect of the blood.  The problem is that most people are 
simply satisfied with the forgiveness of their sins.  In 
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faith that this particular spiritual blessing is part of the 
Christian’s inheritance.  The life is in the blood. 
In the Old Testament, the priests were constantly sacri-
ficing.  They constantly saw the blood and were con-
stantly exposed to it.  They would constantly bring what 
was called the “blood of sprinkling” into the Holy 
Place.  No offering that a believer can bring to God is 
any more pleasing to Him than honoring the blood of 
Jesus Christ.  It is honoring the blood, speaking of its 
virtue and value in the believer’s life, and glorifying the 
blood.  The priests not only brought the blood into the 
Holy Place, but at the same time they brought incense 
into the Holy Place.  It was the incense that filled the 
Holy Place.  From a purely spiritual perspective, the 
prayers of God’s people are like incense in His pres-
ence.  The prayers of believers is a way of identifying 
their deep sense of dependence on God.  A believer’s 
prayers are the evidence of their dependence on God or 
their lack of dependence on God. 
 
Now, one other function that the priests performed is 
that they served as “mediators” between God and His 
people.  They carried the sins and the needs of the peo-
ple directly into God’s presence.  They actually ob-
tained the right of blessing the people.  Believers are 
called “priests”, and because of that each believer has 
the privilege of procuring blessing for other people 
through the blood and through their prayers. 
 
At this point, it is important to under the difference be-
tween intercession and praying.  Praying is when a be-
liever has a desire for God’s work in someone else’s 
life, and because of that they pour out their desire to 
God and ask God for His blessing on that person’s life.  
However, interceding for someone is quite different.  
Please remember that biblical intercession is always be-
ing done for someone else – always.  It is never for the 
actual believer himself.  In intercession, the true inter-
cessor must do several things. 
 
First, the intercessor must spend time with God to per-
sonally appropriate the promises of God’s Word into 
their life.  The Word of God is filled with instruction 
and promises that are a part of the intercession process, 
and those promises are vital to intercession.  This is 
much more than just having a desire for someone (say 
their salvation), and then just asking God to save them.  
That is easy, a no-brainer.  Once again, that may be 
praying, but it is not the same as interceding. 
 
Secondly, the intercessor must himself be taught by the 
Holy Spirit as to what promises actually apply to their 
particular intercession.  It is not that the intercessor just 
randomly chooses some verse and then prays over it – 

reality they are not really thirsty and hungry for God 
to do more in their life.  They are not truly desirous 
for God to take them deeper in their walk with Him.  
They are not that interested in experiencing a full 
measure of the work of God’s Spirit in their life.  If 
that deeper desire is not there, then that believer will 
only experience a small share of God’s blessing and 
grace for their life.  As followers of Christ, we be-
long to heaven, and therefore we need to be more 
heavenly-minded.  What every believer should de-
sire is that what truly and practically sustains their 
life is from heaven. 
 
Reading further in John 6, what becomes clear in 
John 6:60-61 is that for many of Christ’s followers 
at that time, when they heard Jesus’ teaching on His 
blood, they determined that it was too difficult for 
them to understand. 
 

Jn 6:60 Therefore many of His disciples, when 
they heard this, said, "This is a hard saying; 
who can understand it?" 

 
V61 says that they began to actually complain about 
it and were offended at what Jesus had just said. 
 

Jn 6:61 When Jesus knew in Himself that His 
disciples complained about this, He said to 
them, "Does this offend you? 

 
What is important to notice, however, relative to the 
principle of drinking and appropriating all that the 
blood of Christ has for the believer is found in John 
6:63.  Notice the truth that Christ emphasizes in this 
verse when He says, 
 

Jn 6:63 It is the Spirit who gives life; the flesh 
profits nothing. The words that I speak to you 
are spirit, and they are life. 

 
In the context of what Christ has been saying in 
John 6:53-58, there is no break in what is taking 
place.  Jesus speaks about eating His flesh and 
drinking His blood, some of the disciples are offend-
ed, and then Jesus makes this remarkable statement 
in v63.  What Jesus says must be kept in its con-
text.  Christ is not changing the subject, but rather 
He is actually highlighting what He has just said in 
v53-58.  What is He is saying is that these words 
that He just spoke in v53-58 are life giving and life 
transforming.  When appropriated into a Christian’s 
life, the blood of Christ has the innate spiritual abil-
ity to completely transform the believer’s life.  
There must be a strong and settled expectancy of 
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not at all.  It is allowing the Holy Spirit to lead them 
to the correct Scriptures that are applicable to the 
need. 
 
Thirdly, the intercessor must remain in the presence 
of God until God awakens the believer’s faith in the 
matter.  Apart from believing God and believing His 
Word, very little will be accomplished.  It is the 
Word of God that awakens faith in the believer.  The 
believer reads a portion of Scripture, the Holy Spirit 
arouses that verse in their mind, and they become 
spiritually attached to what God has spoken to them.  
This is God’s leading.  This is God directing.  This 
is a vital part of intercession.  This third area is so 
vital to understanding how God so often works.  A 
believer draws near to God through the blood.  He-
brews 10:19 states the following, 
 

Heb 10:19 Therefore, brethren, having boldness to 
enter the Holiest by the blood of Jesus, 

 
Enter what?  The Holiest, behind the veil, into 
God’s very presence.  Enter how?  It is “by the 
blood of Jesus”.  Ephesians 2:13 says, 
 

Eph 2:13 But now in Christ Jesus you who once 
were far off have been brought near by the 
blood of Christ.  

 
If the believer was initially “brought near by the 
blood of Christ”, they will continue to be “brought 
near by the blood of Christ”.  So, when a follower 
of Christ begins to intercede for someone, the more 
that they worship the blood and the more that they 
glorify the work of God through the blood, the more 
the power of God will be released through their in-
tercession.  This is not a spiritual formula, and it is 
important that we do not make it into one.  This is 
simply how God works.  God always honors the 
blood and the believer’s worship of the blood. 
 
In God’s presence and in God’s Word there is spir-
itual strength that cannot be found anywhere else.  
That is why being in God’s presence and bringing 
God’s Word into the believer’s intercession is so 
vital.  It is believing that there is this vital connec-
tion between the blood of Christ and the power of 
God.  It is believing that God will actually use us 
and that we will be the vessel that God may use to 
procure His blessing and His work in someone 
else’s life.  Anyone who draws near to God will find 
His blessing.  So, the closer that a believer remains 
to Jesus Christ and to the blood of Christ, the more 
they will be blessed and the more they will become 
a blessing. 

If you personally desire this for your life, then the fol-
lowing will need to apply to your life. 
 
First, hold fast to becoming intimate with God through 
both prayer and intercession on behalf of others.  The 
biblical term would be to “draw near” to God.  Come 
to God, seek Him, spend time in His presence through 
both prayer and being in His Word – and at the same 
time.  Pray Scripture back to God.  Secondly, let your 
heart be filled with faith in the power of the blood of 
Jesus Christ.  His blood has entirely atoned for all of the 
believer’s sins and blotted them out completely.  The 
believer’s sins can never condemn him.  Thirdly, the 
intercessor must believe that the power of sin to keep 
them away from God has been broken.  As the believer 
“walks in the light”, they will be cleansed from the de-
filement and dirtiness that sin may have brought into 
their life. 
 
So, let the blood of Christ separate you unto God.  He-
brews 9:14 says, 
 

Heb 9:14 how much more shall the blood of Christ, 
who through the eternal Spirit offered Himself 
without spot to God, cleanse your conscience from 
dead works to serve the living God? 

 
Let the pardoning, the cleansing, and the sanctifying, 
power of the blood of Jesus Christ have its life-
transforming effect in your life.  THE BLOOD WAS 
SHED TO BRING US TO GOD.  Let it bring you into 
God’s presence.  Meditate on it, bring it before God, 
glory in the blood, honor the blood, praise God for the 
blood.  As you continue to acknowledge the blood of 
Jesus Christ in your life, the Holy Spirit will begin to 
make real in your experience what in reality the blood 
of Jesus Christ has accomplished on your behalf. 
 
 

Continued in next edition... 
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