
Talmid Shorts 10/02/17                                                                                                       
Dr. Eddie Ildefonso           
Using a Wrong Approach 

1 

 

Using a Wrong Approach 
Genesis 3:1-8 

Genesis 3:1-8 (NASB)  
1 “Now the serpent was more crafty than any beast of the field which the LORD God 
had made. And he said to the woman, “Indeed, has God said, ‘You shall not eat from 
any tree of the garden’?”  
2 The woman said to the serpent, “From the fruit of the trees of the garden we may eat;  
3 but from the fruit of the tree which is in the middle of the garden, God has said, ‘You 
shall not eat from it or touch it, or you will die.’”  
4 The serpent said to the woman, “You surely will not die!”  
5 “For God knows that in the day you eat from it your eyes will be opened, and you will 
be like God, knowing good and evil.”  
6 When the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was a delight to the 
eyes, and that the tree was desirable to make one wise, she took from its fruit and ate; 
and she gave also to her husband with her, and he ate.  
7 Then the eyes of both of them were opened, and they knew that they were naked; and 
they sewed fig leaves together and made themselves loin coverings.  
8 They heard the sound of the LORD God walking in the garden in the cool of the day, 
and the man and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the LORD God among 
the trees of the garden.” 

 
     The Lord promises to supply our needs, but that means in His way and time frame. There 
might be temptations to take a wrong approach, so we must be careful not to push ahead of God 
or follow a route that leads away from Him. 
 
     Some people think their security rests in bank accounts, prestige, other people, or possessions. 
This can lead to becoming a workaholic who sacrifices relationships for financial gain. Or it 
could tempt someone to engage in unethical activities. In contrast, by basing our life on the 
security we have in Christ, we will have peace of mind and heart. 
 
     Another unhealthy way to meet our needs involves looking for companionship outside of 
God’s established boundaries. We may find temporary excitement in an inappropriate 
relationship, but in the end, that road brings pain and disappointment. 
 
     The enemy wants us to provide for ourselves in a way that is independent of God and out of 
line with His will. Satan deceived Adam and Eve by implying that the Lord was keeping some 
important information from them; he suggested that his course of action, not the Creator’s, would 
make them wise. The first man and woman exchanged the truth of God for a lie, and it cost them 
dearly. If we allow wrong thinking to direct our actions, we get ourselves into a lot of trouble, 
too. 
 
     It’s important to understand what we have received through our relationship with Jesus. 
Learning to depend on Him will help us avoid wrong approaches to getting what we need. 
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