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THE VIRGIN BIRTH OF JESUS CHRIST                                                             (1)                            
Pastor Eddie Ildefonso     
Matthew 1:1-25                                             (Continuation from 11/19/17) 

 
Matthew 1:1-25 (NASB)  
1 “The record of the genealogy of Jesus the Messiah, the son of David, the son of 
Abraham:  
2 Abraham was the father of Isaac, Isaac the father of Jacob, and Jacob the father of 
Judah and his brothers.  
3 Judah was the father of Perez and Zerah by Tamar, Perez was the father of Hezron, 
and Hezron the father of Ram.  
4 Ram was the father of Amminadab, Amminadab the father of Nahshon, and Nahshon 
the father of Salmon.  
5 Salmon was the father of Boaz by Rahab, Boaz was the father of Obed by Ruth, and 
Obed the father of Jesse.  
6 Jesse was the father of David the king. David was the father of Solomon by Bathsheba 
who had been the wife of Uriah.  
7 Solomon was the father of Rehoboam, Rehoboam the father of Abijah, and Abijah the 
father of Asa.  
8 Asa was the father of Jehoshaphat, Jehoshaphat the father of Joram, and Joram the 
father of Uzziah.  
9 Uzziah was the father of Jotham, Jotham the father of Ahaz, and Ahaz the father of 
Hezekiah.  
10 Hezekiah was the father of Manasseh, Manasseh the father of Amon, and Amon the 
father of Josiah.  
11 Josiah became the father of Jeconiah and his brothers, at the time of the deportation 
to Babylon.  
12 After the deportation to Babylon: Jeconiah became the father of Shealtiel, and 
Shealtiel the father of Zerubbabel.  
13 Zerubbabel was the father of Abihud, Abihud the father of Eliakim, and Eliakim the 
father of Azor.  
14 Azor was the father of Zadok, Zadok the father of Achim, and Achim the father of 
Eliud.  
15 Eliud was the father of Eleazar, Eleazar the father of Matthan, and Matthan the 
father of Jacob.  
16 Jacob was the father of Joseph the husband of Mary, by whom Jesus was born, who is 
called the Messiah.  
17 So all the generations from Abraham to David are fourteen generations; from David 
to the deportation to Babylon, fourteen generations; and from the deportation to 
Babylon to the Messiah, fourteen generations.  
18 Now the birth of Jesus Christ was as follows: when His mother Mary had been 
betrothed to Joseph, before they came together she was found to be with child by the 
Holy Spirit.  
19 And Joseph her husband, being a righteous man and not wanting to disgrace her, 
planned to send her away secretly.  
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20 But when he had considered this, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a 
dream, saying, “Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary as your wife; for 
the Child who has been conceived in her is of the Holy Spirit.”  
21 “She will bear a Son; and you shall call His name Jesus, for He will save His people 
from their sins.”  
22 Now all this took place to fulfill what was spoken by the Lord through the prophet:  
23 “BEHOLD, THE VIRGIN SHALL BE WITH CHILD AND SHALL BEAR A SON, 
AND THEY SHALL CALL HIS NAME IMMANUEL,” which translated means, "GOD 
WITH US.”  
24 And Joseph awoke from his sleep and did as the angel of the Lord commanded him, 
and took Mary as his wife,  
25 but kept her a virgin until she gave birth to a Son; and he called His name Jesus.”  

 
     Surely the most widely celebrated holiday around the world each year—generating more 
attention, more excitement, and more anticipation from people than any other special day—is 
Christmas. Thanks to the huge amount of advertising and publicity that promotes the holiday 
with seemingly greater intensity and duration from one season to the next, Christmas has 
transcended national and cultural barriers. 
 

Most people celebrate Christmas; but so few men and women understand what and whom it 
really commemorates. They probably have heard that it marks the birth of a great teacher from 
centuries ago; that they should emulate Him by promoting peace, good will, and charity during 
the Christmas season; and that they should strive to make the holiday less materialistic and more 
family oriented.  

 
But so many people, even Christians, never pause to fully consider the One who is at the 

center of the holiday. And so, few ever truly grasp the historical and theological significance of 
what occurred that first Christmas. 

 
Christmas commemorates a divine event and a divine person—the miraculous birth of the 

Son of God, Jesus Christ. Unlike most of our holidays, Christmas is not a celebration of an event 
strictly from human history that commemorates a human achievement or recognizes a national 
milestone. An authentic celebration of Christmas honors the most wonderful of divine 
accomplishments. It recognizes that the eternal, sovereign God came to earth as a human being 
to live a righteous life among His people and then to die as a perfect sacrifice to deliver from the 
wrath of God all who repent and believe. 

 
With those truths in mind, we dare not trivialize or sentimentalize the persons and events 

surrounding the birth of Christ. We dare not ignore the significance of who He is and what He 
accomplished on behalf of sinners. And we must not hurry through the texts of familiar 
Christmas passages, thinking that just because we’ve read and heard them many times before, we 
know all they have to teach us. Therefore, I offer to provide you with a fresh perspective and, I 
trust, new insights into the greatest of all births. 
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The Amazing Fact of the Virgin Birth 
 
    Extraordinary births are certainly not unprecedented in biblical history. As part of the 
Abrahamic Covenant, God promised to send a son to Abraham and Sarah (Genesis 17:19–22).  

Genesis 17:19-22 (NASB)  
19 “But God said, “No, but Sarah your wife will bear you a son, and you shall call his 
name Isaac; and I will establish My covenant with him for an everlasting covenant for 
his descendants after him.”  
20 “As for Ishmael, I have heard you; behold, I will bless him, and will make him fruitful 
and will multiply him exceedingly. He shall become the father of twelve princes, and I 
will make him a great nation.”  
21 “But My covenant I will establish with Isaac, whom Sarah will bear to you at this 
season next year.”  
22 When He finished talking with him, God went up from Abraham.” 

 
     They were both beyond normal childbearing ages and laughed at the prospect of being 
parents, yet they ultimately witnessed the miraculous arrival of their son, Isaac (Genesis 21:1–3).  

Genesis 21:1-3 (NASB)  
1 “Then the LORD took note of Sarah as He had said, and the LORD did for Sarah as 
He had promised.  
2 So Sarah conceived and bore a son to Abraham in his old age, at the appointed time of 
which God had spoken to him.  
3 Abraham called the name of his son who was born to him, whom Sarah bore to him, 
Isaac.”  

 
     In Judges 13, an angel of the Lord told Manoah and his barren wife that they would have a 
special son. 

Judges 13:17-25 (NASB)  
17 “Manoah said to the angel of the LORD, “What is your name, so that when your 
words come to pass, we may honor you?”  
18 But the angel of the LORD said to him, “Why do you ask my name, seeing it is 
wonderful?”  
19 So Manoah took the young goat with the grain offering and offered it on the rock to 
the LORD, and He performed wonders while Manoah and his wife looked on.  
20 For it came about when the flame went up from the altar toward heaven, that the 
angel of the LORD ascended in the flame of the altar. When Manoah and his wife saw 
this, they fell on their faces to the ground.  
21 Now the angel of the LORD did not appear to Manoah or his wife again. Then 
Manoah knew that he was the angel of the LORD.  
22 So Manoah said to his wife, “We will surely die, for we have seen God.”  
23 But his wife said to him, “If the LORD had desired to kill us, He would not have 
accepted a burnt offering and a grain offering from our hands, nor would He have 
shown us all these things, nor would He have let us hear things like this at this time.”  
24 Then the woman gave birth to a son and named him Samson; and the child grew up 
and the LORD blessed him.  
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25 And the Spirit of the LORD began to stir him in Mahaneh-dan, between Zorah and 
Eshtaol.”  

  
     True to the heavenly messenger’s words, Samson entered the world and for a time delivered 
the Israelites from the oppression of the Philistines. 
 

Samuel, the first prophet, final judge, and anointer of kings, also demonstrated in his birth 
the providential power of God. He was the answer to the faithful, persevering prayers of his 
godly mother, Hannah, who had remained childless until then.  

 
John the Baptist’s mother, Elizabeth, was also unable to have children until God graciously 

intervened when she was in her sixties or seventies and made her the mother of the forerunner of 
Christ (Luke 1:15–17, 76–79).  

Luke 1:15-17 (NASB)  
15 “For he will be great in the sight of the Lord; and he will drink no wine or liquor, and 
he will be filled with the Holy Spirit while yet in his mother's womb.”  
16 “And he will turn many of the sons of Israel back to the Lord their God.”  
17 “It is he who will go as a forerunner before Him in the spirit and power of Elijah, TO 
TURN THE HEARTS OF THE FATHERS BACK TO THE CHILDREN, and the 
disobedient to the attitude of the righteous, so as to make ready a people prepared for 
the Lord.” 
Luke 1:76-79 (NASB)  
76 “And you, child, will be called the prophet of the Most High; For you will go on 
BEFORE THE LORD TO PREPARE HIS WAYS;  
77 To give to His people the knowledge of salvation By the forgiveness of their sins,  
78 Because of the tender mercy of our God, With which the Sunrise from on high will 
visit us,  
79 TO SHINE UPON THOSE WHO SIT IN DARKNESS AND THE SHADOW OF 
DEATH, To guide our feet into the way of peace.”  

 
But none of those special births was as amazing as the virgin birth of the Son of God, our 

Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 
 

REGARDING THE VIRGIN BIRTH 
 
     Even though the fact of Jesus’ virgin birth is clearly and concisely stated in Scripture, the 
unconverted mind of sinful humanity, as with all essential doctrines of the Christian faith, resists 
embracing the truth of His unique birth. 
 

First of all, ancient mythologies and world religions counterfeited Christ’s virgin birth with a 
proliferation of bizarre stories and inaccurate parallels. These stories undercut and minimized the 
uniqueness and profound impact of our Lord’s birth.  

 
Several accounts illustrate the point.  
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The Romans claimed that Zeus impregnated Semele without contact and produced 
Dionysus, lord of the earth.  

 
Babylonian religion asserted that a sunbeam in the priestess Semiramis conceived Tammuz, 

the Sumerian fertility god (Ezekiel 8:14).  
Ezekiel 8:14 (NASB)  
14 “Then He brought me to the entrance of the gate of the LORD'S house which was 
toward the north; and behold, women were sitting there weeping for Tammuz.” 

 
Buddha’s mother allegedly saw a large white elephant enter her belly when she conceived 

the deified Indian philosopher.  
 
Hinduism teaches that the divine Vishnu, after living as a fish, tortoise, boar, and lion, 

entered Devaki’s womb and became her son, Krishna.  
 
Satan has propagated other similar legends, all with the purpose of undermining the nature 

of Christ’s birth and deceiving people into seeing it as just another myth or nothing exceptional. 
 
In addition, the scientific age and the emergence of modern and postmodern theologies 

during the past two centuries have eroded many professed believers’ confidence in the reality of 
the virgin birth. (Along with that trend has been a noticeable decline in the percentage of 
“Christians” who believe in the deity of Christ.) But such skeptical thinking is foolish and 
directly contrary to the explicit teaching of all four Gospels, the Epistles, and the historical 
testimony of the entire early church that Jesus was none other than the virgin-born Son of God. 

 
Unfortunately, a heart attitude of unbelief concerning Jesus’ identity has characterized the 

majority of men and women since the Fall.  
 
The Jews who opposed Christ vividly illustrated that attitude on more than one occasion 

(John 5:18; John 7:28–30; John 10:30–39).  
John 5:18 (NASB)  
18 “For this reason therefore the Jews were seeking all the more to kill Him, because He 
not only was breaking the Sabbath, but also was calling God His Own Father, making 
Himself equal with God.”  
John 7:28-30 (NASB)  
28 “Then Jesus cried out in the temple, teaching and saying, “You both know Me and 
know where I am from; and I have not come of Myself, but He who sent Me is true, 
whom you do not know.”  
29 “I know Him, because I am from Him, and He sent Me.”  
30 “So, they were seeking to seize Him; and no man laid his hand on Him, because His 
hour had not yet come.” 
John 10:30-39 (NASB)  
30 “I and the Father are one.”  
31 The Jews picked up stones again to stone Him.  
32 Jesus answered them, “I showed you many good works from the Father; for which of 
them are you stoning Me?”  
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33 The Jews answered Him, “For a good work we do not stone You, but for blasphemy; 
and because You, being a man, make Yourself out to be God.”  
34 Jesus answered them, “Has it not been written in your Law, ‘I SAID, YOU ARE 
GODS’?”  
35 “If he called them gods, to whom the word of God came (and the Scripture cannot be 
broken),  
36 do you say of Him, whom the Father sanctified and sent into the world, ‘You are 
blaspheming,’ because I said, ‘I am the Son of God’?  
37 “If I do not do the works of My Father, do not believe Me;  
38 but if I do them, though you do not believe Me, believe the works, so that you may 
know and understand that the Father is in Me, and I in the Father.”  
39 Therefore, they were seeking again to seize Him, and He eluded their grasp.”  

 
But such hostility and lack of faith should not discourage us or deter us from embracing and 

defending the truth of Christ’s virgin birth.  
 
The apostle Paul reminds us,  
Romans 3:3-4 (NASB)  
3 “What then? If some did not believe, their unbelief will not nullify the faithfulness of 
God, will it?  
4 May it never be! Rather, let God be found true, though every man be found a liar, as it 
is written, “THAT YOU MAY BE JUSTIFIED IN YOUR WORDS, AND PREVAIL 
WHEN YOU ARE JUDGED.” 
Romans 10:16 (NASB)  
16 “However, they did not all heed the good news; for Isaiah says, “LORD, WHO HAS 
BELIEVED OUR REPORT?” 
Isaiah 53:1 (NASB)  
1 “Who has believed our message? And to whom has the arm of the LORD been 
revealed?”  
 
The world’s opinion, popular as it might be, is rarely a reliable source of truth. 
 
Undoubtedly, therefore, the Holy Spirit acted with significant purpose in devoting an early 

passage from the Gospel of Matthew, at the front of the New Testament, to establish right away 
the humanity and deity of our Lord. His incarnation, properly understood, is foundational to 
Christianity.  

 
There could have been no genuine work of redemption apart from the fact of God becoming 

man and, by being both completely God and completely man, reconciling people to Himself 
through His substitutionary death and physical resurrection. If Jesus had not been both human 
and divine, there would be no gospel.  

 
Many skeptical New Testament commentators will concede that Matthew and other authors 

of Scripture sincerely believed and taught that the Holy Spirit conceived Jesus without any 
assistance from a human father. But such interpreters nevertheless glibly discount the validity of 
Scripture’s claims by immediately asserting that its writers were naive, uneducated, and subject 
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to the myths and superstitions of ancient times. According to the critics, the Gospel writers 
merely adapted some of the familiar virgin birth legends to the story of Jesus’ birth. 

 
But nothing could be further from the truth. Matthew’s account, for example, reads as 

history, but it is history he could know and record only because God revealed it and 
accomplished it by miraculous intervention. Matthew’s words are far superior to the immoral 
and repulsive nature of the secular stories he and the other writers allegedly drew from. Here is 
his clear, uncomplicated narrative of the Incarnation: 

Matthew 1:18-25 (NASB) 
18 Now the birth of Jesus Christ was as follows: when His mother Mary had been 
betrothed to Joseph, before they came together she was found to be with child by the 
Holy Spirit.  
19 And Joseph her husband, being a righteous man and not wanting to disgrace her, 
planned to send her away secretly.  
20 But when he had considered this, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a 
dream, saying, “Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary as your wife; for 
the Child who has been conceived in her is of the Holy Spirit.”  
21 “She will bear a Son; and you shall call His name Jesus, for He will save His people 
from their sins.”  
22 Now all this took place to fulfill what was spoken by the Lord through the prophet:  
23 “BEHOLD, THE VIRGIN SHALL BE WITH CHILD AND SHALL BEAR A SON, 
AND THEY SHALL CALL HIS NAME IMMANUEL,” which translated means, “GOD 
WITH US.”  
24 And Joseph awoke from his sleep and did as the angel of the Lord commanded him, 
and took Mary as his wife,  
25 but kept her a virgin until she gave birth to a Son; and he called His name Jesus.” 

 
Matthew declares Jesus’ divine lineage in this passage and reveals five aspects of His virgin 

birth: its first announcement, Joseph’s response to it, the angel’s clarification of it, its 
connection to prophecy, and its actual occurrence. 
 
 


