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BIBLICAL ESSENTIALS 

 

THE TRUTH ABOUT WORLDVIEWS 
 

A Biblical Understanding of Worldview Alternatives 
 
America is now a post-modern, post-Christian, post-truth civilization. 
postmodern,  
post-Christian  
post-truth civilization. 
Postmodernism and the Need for Worldview Analysis 

1. Naturalism (or Secular Humanism) 
2. Hinduism 
3. Buddhism 
4. Confucianism 
5. Shintoism 
6. Judaism 
7. Islam 
8. The New Age Movement 
9. The Jehovah’s Witness, Christian Science, and Mormon Worldviews 
10. Roman Catholicism, Protestantism, and Eastern Orthodoxy: What’s the 

Difference? 
11. Christianity as a Worldview 

100 A.D. – 450 A.D.—PATRISTIC AGE 
500 A.D. -1000 A.D.--DARK AGES  
1000 A.D. – 1500 A.D.--(MIDDLE AGES) 
1500 A.D.- 1900--MODERN AGE 
1939-2001-- POST MODERN AGE 
2001-PRESENT—DIGITAL OR INFORMATION AGE 
 
THE POSTMODERN WORLDVIEW 
     The whole Western world is in the midst of a paradigm shift from modernism to 
postmodernism. It is imperative that the church and its leaders understand this shift, for it 
impacts how we both relate to the culture in which we live and how we represent the Lord Jesus 
Christ in that culture. Postmodernism is not a generation of people; it is a way people view 
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reality, a worldview. As a worldview it seeks to redefine truth and the place of the individual in 
the scheme of things. 

Postmodernism is a reaction against modernism (or modernity). The modern period in 
Western history began with the Renaissance in northern Italy and northern Europe but exploded 
with the eighteenth-century Enlightenment.  

The Renaissance is a period in Europe, from the 14th to the 17th century, considered the 
bridge between the Middle Ages and modern history. 

Postmodernism as a worldview is complex and not easy to define; however, its ideas are 
pervasive and all-encompassing. What follows is an attempt to define the five specific 
characteristics of this emerging worldview now dominating Western civilization. 

1. A radical hermeneutic.  
2. A radical relativism.  
3. A radical pluralism.  
4. A radical morality.  
5. A radical pragmatism.  

 
1. A radical hermeneutic.  

      Rooted in the deconstructionist movement of post-World-War-II Europe, the postmodern 
hermeneutic (the science of interpretation; how humans interpret and understand the written 
word) sees words as power; words manipulate and control. This new hermeneutic argues that in 
communication, there is no final or true meaning to words. Therefore, the reader is sovereign. 
The reader determines the meaning of the text while the author’s intent is nearly irrelevant. 

2. A radical relativism.  
     Here is the focal point of postmodernism: the doctrine of the autonomous self-living in 
community. In postmodernism, the self-defines reality. There are virtually no boundaries for 
behavior, and there are few authority figures that matter anymore. 

3. A radical pluralism.  
      The first two characteristics naturally lead to the third: a culture with a smorgasbord of 
religious choice where no worldview has a corner on truth. There are many “truths” and, since 
there is no certainty anyway, it does not matter which worldview you choose. Postmodernism 
stands for radical pluralism and universalism. In the postmodernist’s mind, all religions are 
social constructs, and none is inherently superior to another. All religions are equally valid, and 
all paths lead to God. 

4. A radical morality.  
Postmodernism argues that moral and ethical behavior is not the result of any final reality 

such as God. Rather, morality comes from the needs of society. Every culture develops its own 
morals, and no other culture has the right to judge another’s value system. True ethics are based 
on the needs of the moment, not final truth. 

5. A radical pragmatism.  
Since there are no absolutes and every decision are based upon the needs of the moment, 

whatever works becomes “the new truth.” The triumph of pragmatism therefore marks 
postmodernism. It does not matter if the United States president is immoral as long as he keeps 
the economy growing. If state-sponsored gambling causes destructive and addictive behavior, so 
be it; the profits are going to education and care for the elderly. Same-sex marriages are between 
consenting adults; if it works for them, fine. No one is being harmed by such practices. 
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