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THE VIRGIN BIRTH OF JESUS CHRIST                                                             (3)                            
Pastor Eddie Ildefonso     
Matthew 1:1-25                                             (Continuation from 12/17/17) 

 
The Amazing Fact of the Virgin Birth 
 

Here is his clear, uncomplicated narrative of the Incarnation: 
Matthew 1:18-25 (NASB) 

 
Matthew declares Jesus’ divine lineage in this passage and reveals five aspects of His virgin 

birth: its first announcement, Joseph’s response to it, the angel’s clarification of it, its 
connection to prophecy, and its actual occurrence. 
4) THE VIRGIN BIRTH PROPHESIED 

Matthew 1:18-25 (NASB) 
18 Now the birth of Jesus Christ was as follows: when His mother Mary had been 
betrothed to Joseph, before they came together she was found to be with child by the 
Holy Spirit.  
19 And Joseph her husband, being a righteous man and not wanting to disgrace her, 
planned to send her away secretly.  
20 But when he had considered this, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a 
dream, saying, “Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary as your wife; for 
the Child who has been conceived in her is of the Holy Spirit.”  
21 “She will bear a Son; and you shall call His name Jesus, for He will save His people 
from their sins.”  
22 Now all this took place to fulfill what was spoken by the Lord through the prophet:  
23 “BEHOLD, THE VIRGIN SHALL BE WITH CHILD AND SHALL BEAR A SON, 
AND THEY SHALL CALL HIS NAME IMMANUEL,” which translated means, “GOD 
WITH US.”  
24 And Joseph awoke from his sleep and did as the angel of the Lord commanded him, 
and took Mary as his wife,  
25 but kept her a virgin until she gave birth to a Son; and he called His name Jesus.” 

 
Matthew declares Jesus’ divine lineage in this passage and reveals five aspects of His virgin 

birth: 1) its first announcement, 2) Joseph’s response to it, 3) the angel’s clarification of it, 
4) its connection to prophecy, and 5) its actual occurrence.    

 
           At the time the angel told Joseph about Jesus’ unique birth, the idea of a virgin birth was 
not one that was completely foreign to the Jews’ understanding of their Scripture. Although they 
misinterpreted it, many of the rabbis exegeted Jeremiah 31:22 (“a woman shall encompass a 
man”) in a way that suggested the Messiah would have an unusual birth.  

Jeremiah 31:22 (NASB)  
22 “How long will you go here and there, O faithless daughter? For the LORD has 
created a new thing in the earth— A woman will encompass a man.”  

 

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Ro+3%3A21-5%3A21
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     Their fanciful explanation of that verse (“Messiah is to have no earthly father,” and “The 
birth of Messiah shall be like the dew of the Lord, as drops upon the grass without the 
action of man”) at least preserved the general idea that the Messiah’s birth would be unique. 
 

Actually the Book of Genesis gives us the first glimpse that Christ’s birth would be special:  
Genesis 3:15 (NASB)  
15 “And I will put enmity Between you and the woman, And between your seed and her 
seed; He shall bruise you on the head, And you shall bruise him on the heel.”  

 
Technically, the woman’s seed belongs to the man, but Mary’s impregnation by the Holy 

Spirit is the only instance in history that a woman had a seed within her that did not originate 
from a human man. 

 
The later divine promise to Abraham concerned his “descendants” (Hebrew, [zera] “seed”; 

Genesis 12:7), a common Old Testament way of referring to offspring.  
Genesis 12:7 (NASB)  
7 “The LORD appeared to Abram and said, “To your descendants I will give this land.” 
So, he built an altar there to the LORD who had appeared to him.” 
 
The unique reference in Genesis 3:15 to “her Seed” looks beyond Adam and Eve to Mary 

and to Christ.  
Genesis 3:15 (NASB)  
15 “And I will put enmity Between you and the woman, And between your seed and her 
seed; He shall bruise you on the head, And you shall bruise him on the heel.”  
 
The two seeds of that verse can have a twofold emphasis.  
 
First, they can primarily refer to all people who are part of Satan’s progeny and all who are 

part of Eve’s. The two groups constantly wage spiritual war against each other, with the people 
of righteousness eventually defeating the people of evil.  

 
Second, the word translated “Seed” can be singular and refer mainly to one final, glorious 

product of a woman—the Lord Jesus Himself, born without human seed. In that sense the 
prophecy is definitely Messianic. 

 
Matthew 1:22–23 clearly identifies Jesus’ virgin birth as a fulfillment of Old Testament 

prophecy:  
Matthew 1:22-23 (NASB)  
22 “Now all this took place to fulfill what was spoken by the Lord through the prophet:  
23 ‘BEHOLD, THE VIRGIN SHALL BE WITH CHILD AND SHALL BEAR A SON, AND 
THEY SHALL CALL HIS NAME IMMANUEL,’ which translated means, ‘GOD WITH 
US.’” 

 
Matthew’s quotation here of Isaiah 7:14 confirms that the prophet did in fact predict the 

virgin birth of Jesus Christ. 
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Isaiah 7:14 (NASB)  
14 “Therefore the Lord Himself will give you a sign: Behold, a virgin will be with child 
and bear a son, and she will call His name Immanuel.” 

 
The prophet Isaiah made this momentous prophecy during the reign of Judah’s wicked and 

idolatrous King Ahaz. The king faced a major military threat from the Israelite king, Pekah; and 
the Syrian king, Rezin; both of whom wanted to overthrow Ahaz and replace him with a more 
compliant monarch. Instead of seeking the Lord’s help during that crisis, King Ahaz turned to 
Tiglath-Pileser, the brutal ruler of the pagan Assyrians. Ahaz even induced their assistance by 
offering them gold and silver stolen from God’s Temple. 

 
Ahaz refused to listen to Isaiah’s report that God would deliver the people from Pekah and 

Rezin. Therefore, the prophet spoke the remarkable prophecy of Isaiah 7:14, which told Ahaz 
that no one would destroy the people of God or the royal line of David. And sure enough, 
although Tiglath-Pileser destroyed the northern kingdom (Israel), deported its population, and 
overran Judah four times, God ultimately preserved His people just as He promised. 

 
Isaiah also said that before another child (Maher-Shalal-Hash-Baz) was very mature or aware 

of events, the territories of Rezin and Pekah would be abandoned (Isaiah 7:15–16).  
Isaiah 7:15-16 (NASB)  
15 “He will eat curds and honey at the time He knows enough to refuse evil and choose 
good.  
16 For before the boy will know enough to refuse evil and choose good, the land whose 
two kings you dread will be forsaken.” 
 
Again, the prophet’s divinely inspired words were completely accurate. Before the other 

child, who was born to Isaiah’s wife, was three years old, the two enemy kings were dead. Just as 
God fulfilled that ancient prophecy about Isaiah’s son, so He was about to fulfill the one 
concerning the virgin birth of the Lord Jesus Christ. Both were signs from the Lord that He 
would not abandon His people, but the greatest of the two was obviously the second one: that His 
Son would actually be born of a virgin, live among His people, and die for their sins. 

 
In his original pronouncement in Isaiah 7:14, Isaiah used the Hebrew word “’alma” for 

“virgin.” That is a significant term, and it’s important to understand why the prophet used it. 
“’Alma” occurs six other times in the Old Testament (Genesis 24:43; Exodus 2:8; Psalm 
68:25; Proverbs 30:19; Song of Solomon 1:3; Song of Solomon 6:8), and in each instance, it 
connotes or denotes “virgin.”  

Genesis 24:43 (NASB)  
43 “Behold, I am standing by the spring, and may it be that the maiden [’alma] who 
comes out to draw, and to whom I say, “Please let me drink a little water from your 
jar." 
Exodus 2:8 (NASB)  
8 “Pharaoh’s daughter said to her, “Go ahead.” So, the girl [’alma] went and called the 
child’s mother.” 
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Psalm 68:25 (NASB)  
25 “The singers went on, the musicians after them, In the midst of the maidens [’alma] 
beating tambourines.”  
Proverbs 30:19 (NASB)  
19 “The way of an eagle in the sky, The way of a serpent on a rock, The way of a ship in 
the middle of the sea, And the way of a man with a maid [’alma].” 
Song of Songs 1:3 (NASB)  
3 “Your oils have a pleasing fragrance, Your name is like purified oil; Therefore the 
maidens or virgins [’alma] love you.  
Song of Songs 6:8 (NASB)  
8 “There are sixty queens and eighty concubines, And maidens or virgins [’alma] 
without number.” 

 
Until recent times, both Jewish and Christian scholars always translated the word that way. 
 
It is interesting that in modern Hebrew either “’alma” or “betula” can mean “virgin.” 

However, Isaiah did not use “betula” because in Old Testament Hebrew it can refer to a married 
woman who is not a virgin (Deuteronomy 22:19; Joel 1:8).  

Deuteronomy 22:19 (NASB)  
19 “And they shall fine him a hundred shekels of silver and give it to the girl’s father, 
because he publicly defamed a virgin of Israel. And she shall remain his wife; he cannot 
divorce her all his days.”  
Joel 1:8 (NASB)  
8 “Wail like a virgin [betûlâ] girded with sackcloth For the bridegroom of her youth.”  
 
It’s apparent, therefore, that he used “’alma” in Isaiah 7:14 with the clear, precise 

conviction that the woman who would bear the Messiah would indeed be a young woman who 
never had sexual relations with a man. 

 
Matthew’s use of Isaiah’s prophecy followed directly in the prophet’s path. The apostle was 

not giving “’alma”  a Christian “twist” to make its usage fit a theory of the virgin birth. Instead, 
Matthew gave the term the same meaning as Isaiah intended, demonstrated by his translation of 
“’alma” with the Greek parthenos, the same word used by the Jewish translators of the Greek 
Old Testament. 

 
Although the credibility of the virgin birth does not rest solely on the use of a Hebrew word, 

a general understanding of the background and usage of “’alma” strengthens our belief in 
Christ’s unique birth.  

 
It also helps us to see that Matthew, under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, knew exactly 

what he was doing when he related Isaiah 7:14 to the birth of Jesus and declared again the 
equally amazing truths that “the virgin shall be with child, and bear a Son, and they shall call His 
name Immanuel.”  

Isaiah 7:14 (NASB)  
14 “Therefore the Lord Himself will give you a sign: Behold, a virgin will be with child 
and bear a son, and she will call His name Immanuel.” 
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In His virgin birth, Christ was, in the most literal sense, the Son who was “God with us.” 

 
5) THE OCCURRENCE OF THE VIRGIN BIRTH 

 
Matthew declares Jesus’ divine lineage in this passage and reveals five aspects of His virgin 

birth: 1) its first announcement, 2) Joseph’s response to it, 3) the angel’s clarification of it, 
4) its connection to prophecy, and 5) its actual occurrence.    
 
     All of Matthew’s explanation of the significance of the virgin birth came within the revelatory 
dream God gave to Joseph. Such extraordinary, direct communication evidently occurred 
while Joseph engaged in the otherwise ordinary activity of sleeping. Matthew does not record 
any detail of Joseph’s immediate reaction, except to say that he woke up and obeyed the angel’s 
instructions:  

Matthew 1:24-25 (NASB) 
24 “And Joseph awoke from his sleep and did as the angel of the Lord commanded him, 
and took Mary as his wife,  
25 but kept her a virgin until she gave birth to a Son; and he called His name Jesus.” 

 
You can imagine how great Joseph’s feelings of amazement, relief, and gratitude must 

have been once he realized what the Lord, through the heavenly messenger, had told him. Not 
only could he go ahead and gladly take Mary as his wife with honor and righteousness, but also, 
he could rejoice at the privilege of being allowed to bring up God’s own Son. 

 
The wedding ceremony of Joseph and Mary likely took place soon after Joseph received the 

angel’s announcement. Matthew makes it clear that Mary remained a virgin until after Jesus was 
born, implying that normal marital relations began after that time. That, along with the references 
to Jesus’ brothers and sisters (Matthew 12:46; Matthew 13:55–56; Mark 6:3), proves Mary 
was not a virgin for her entire life, as some claim. 

Matthew 12:46 (NASB)  
46 “While He was still speaking to the crowds, behold, His mother and brothers were 
standing outside, seeking to speak to Him.” 
Matthew 13:55-56 (NASB)  
55 “Is not this the carpenter's son? Is not His mother called Mary, and His brothers, 
James and Joseph and Simon and Judas?  
56 And His sisters, are they not all with us? Where then did this man get all these 
things?” 
Mark 6:3 (NASB)  
3 “Is not this the carpenter, the son of Mary, and brother of James and Joses and Judas 
and Simon? Are not His sisters here with us?” And they took offense at Him.”  
 
Finally, Joseph followed through on God’s command in Matthew 1:21 and named the baby 

Jesus, indicating, as we’ve already seen, that He was to be the Savior. 
Matthew 1:21 (NASB)  
21 “She will bear a Son; and you shall call His name Jesus, for He will save His people 
from their sins.” 
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The amazing fact of Jesus’ supernatural birth is the only way to explain the perfect, sinless 

life He lived while on earth. A skeptic who denied the virgin birth once asked a Christian, “If I 
told you that child over there was born without a human father, would you believe me?” 
“Yes,” the believer replied, “if he lived as Jesus lived.” 

 
Christ’s virgin birth is a necessary component that helps us believe and make sense of the 

entire story of His person and work. His extraordinary conception and birth, not before or since 
equaled, is an amazing reality that we should with joy and gratitude never take for granted. 
 


