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Part 14 
 

Safe in the World 
 
Our Lord Prays for His Follow-
ers: His Reasons and Requests 

 
John 17:6-19 (NASB)  
6 “I have manifested Your name to the 
men whom You gave Me out of the 
world; they were Yours and You gave 
them to Me, and they have kept Your 
word.  
7 “Now they have come to know that 
everything You have given Me is from 
You;  
8 for the words which You gave Me I 
have given to them; and they received 
them and truly understood that I 
came forth from You, and they be-
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lieved that You sent Me.”  
9 “I ask on their behalf; I do not 
ask on behalf of the world, but of 
those whom You have given Me; 
for they are Yours;  
10 and all things that are Mine are 
Yours, and Yours are Mine; and I 
have been glorified in them.” 
11 “I am no longer in the world; 
and yet they themselves are in the 
world, and I come to You. Holy 
Father, keep them in Your name, 
the name which You have given 
Me, that they may be one even as 
We are.” 
12 “While I was with them, I was 
keeping them in Your name which 
You have given Me; and I guarded 
them and not one of them perished 
but the son of perdition, so that the 
Scripture would be fulfilled.”  
13 “But now I come to You; and 
these things I speak in the world so 
that they may have My joy made 
full in themselves.”  
14 “I have given them Your word; 
and the world has hated them, be-
cause they are not of the world, 
even as I am not of the world.”  
15 “I do not ask You to take them 
out of the world, but to keep them 
from the evil one.” 
16 “They are not of the world, even 
as I am not of the world.” 
17 “Sanctify them in the truth; 
Your word is truth.”  
18 “As You sent Me into the world, 
I also have sent them into the 
world.”  
19 “For their sakes I sanctify My-
self, that they themselves also may 
be sanctified in truth.” 
 

     In the first part of our study of John 
17, we finished at the end of verse 5 af-
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ter a year of in depth study. We have seen how this 
great high-priestly prayer of our Lord can be divided 
up naturally into three main sections: in the first, 
verses 1–5, He prays for Himself; then from verses 
6–19 we have His prayer for His immediate follow-
ers, and, finally, from verse 20 to the end we have 
His prayer for those who would believe on Him 
through His disciples—“I do not ask on behalf of 
these alone, but for those also who believe in Me 
through their word” (John 17:20 NASB). 
 

We have already considered the first section, in 
which our Lord prayed for Himself. It is a great, 
comprehensive prayer in which we saw outlined and 
displayed, in a sense, the whole realm of Christian 
doctrine, as our Lord pleads with His Father that He 
might grant Him grace to go on with the work which 
He had given Him to do, and that He might not fail 
or falter as He came to the supreme test and crisis, 
namely, the laying down of His life as a ransom for 
many. 

 
So now we come to this second section which 

starts at verse 6 and goes on to the end of verse 19. 
There has been much debate as to whether in this 
section our Lord was praying for the apostles only 
or whether He was praying for all who had believed 
on Him up to that point. It is a question which can-
not be finally decided. Those who believe He was 
praying only for the apostles, the innermost circle, 
always quote verse 12, in which he says, “While I 
was with them, I was keeping them in Your name 
which You have given Me; and I guarded them 
and not one of them perished but the son of per-
dition, so that the Scripture would be ful-
filled” (John 17:12 NASB). 

 
That seems to indicate that He was talking about 

the twelve, and saying that He had kept all but one, 
Judas, who would fail and deny Him, according to 
the scriptural prophecy to be found in the Old Testa-
ment. But most of the remaining statements would 
indicate, I think, a wider circle: those to whom He 
had manifested His name, all those who had been 
given to Him. He had not only been given the apos-
tles, He had been given all believers: “Now they 
have come to know that everything You have giv-
en Me is from You” (John 17:7 NASB) and this is 
something which is true, of course, of every believ-
er.  

 
So, in the last analysis, we cannot settle this 

question any more than we can settle many other 
questions which are of no final importance. We can-
not be dogmatic about it, and this does not matter, 

because even if the statement is confined to the apostles, 
it is obviously something that is true also of all who are 
believers in the Lord Jesus Christ. Indeed, that is con-
firmed by verse 20, where he says, — “I do not ask on 
behalf of these alone, but for those also who believe 
in Me through their word” (John 17:20 NASB). And 
He goes on, in a sense, to offer the same petition for fu-
ture believers as He has offered at this point for those 
who have already believed. 

 
That, then, is just a mechanical, preliminary point. 

The great matter before us is to observe the terms of the 
prayer, and it divides itself up very naturally. There are 
two great things here: 1) our Lord prays for His follow-
ers, and 2) He says why He does so. Some would put it 
as strongly as to say that He pleads for them; He does 
not merely make requests, He produces arguments and 
makes statements. In other words, He is giving reasons 
for praying for them. This is a point which we must 
surely observe, for it is of great value to us.  

 
It reminds us again that God’s omniscience is no 

reason for our not telling Him things which He already 
knows. You must often have found yourself facing a 
particular difficulty or situation. You feel that because 
God knows everything, there is no point in telling Him 
anything about it. God knows our need, He knows all 
about us before we get on our knees to pray, so why 
then do we need to tell Him anything? And the quite 
obvious conclusion to that thought is that there is no 
need to pray at all: if God knows all about us, why not 
let things take their course and all will be well. 

 
Now the answer to that is what we find in this pray-

er. Our Lord knew, in a way we can never know, about 
God’s omniscience, His perfect and complete 
knowledge, and yet He told His Father certain things 
about those disciples, things which God knew already. 
He prayed about them and repeated them, and, of 
course, that is characteristic of Bible prayers every-
where, not only the prayers of our Lord but also those of 
the apostles and of the saints of the Old Testament. This 
is something which is wonderful the moment you begin 
to contemplate it. God after all desires us to think of 
Him as our Father. It is a kind of anthropomorphism, it 
is God stooping to our weakness.  

 
The human parent enjoys listening to the child say-

ing things and telling him things which he knows al-
ready he does not resent them, nor does he regard them 
as a waste of time. He derives great pleasure from them, 
and we are to learn from this that our heavenly Father 
delights to see us coming to Him, and stating our re-
quests, and giving our reasons. There is an example of 
prayer in the Old Testament, where that good man, Hez-
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ekiah, even takes a letter and spreads it out before 
God, as if God did not know all about it, and as if to 
say, ‘Here it is, I come to you with this letter and 
I ask you to take charge of it and to do something 
about it’ (2 Kings 19:14). 

2 Kings 19:14 (NASB)  
“Then Hezekiah took the letter from the hand 
of the messengers and read it, and he went up 
to the house of the LORD and spread it out 
before the LORD”  
 
So, as we come into the presence of God with 

our requests and our petitions, let us never fear to 
bring the details, for nothing is too small for God’s 
loving care and attention. He is interested in us as a 
father is in a child, everything about us is of the 
greatest interest to Him. Read again the Sermon on 
the Mount and you will find that our Lord says that 
in an extended form in Matthew 6 where He uses 
the argument about God clothing the lilies and car-
ing about the birds of the air. Nothing, He says, hap-
pens to them apart from God, so how much more is 
He interested in you and me, and in everything that 
happens to us, and everything that is connected with 
the minutest detail of our lives.  

 
 
‘Be anxious for nothing,’ writes the apostle 

Paul. It does not matter what it is (he uses the most 
all-inclusive word he could have chosen). ‘Be anx-
ious for nothing; but in everything’—there it is 
again! — ‘by prayer and supplication with 
thanksgiving let your requests be made known 
unto God’ (Philippians 4:6 NASB). Our Lord 
prays for His people and He clearly cites the reasons 
why He prays. Let us ever, as we come to God in 
prayer, remember His great and glorious example 
and do the same ourselves. 

 
So, I should like first to look at this section, 

from verse 6 to verse 19, as a whole. There are 
many ways in which one can approach a passage of 
Scripture such as this. One way is just to take it 
verse by verse, verse 6, verse 7, verse 8, and so 
on, right through. This is a legitimate way of ap-
proaching the Scriptures, but it seems to me that a 
better way, especially with a section like this, is first 
to look at it as a whole and to extract from it the 
great principles, and then, having them firmly in our 
minds, to come back to the details.  

 
I have often compared this with the analysis of a 

great piece of music, particularly classical music 
which I often listen to, which is divided up into 
movements, each of which may again be sub-

divided. It is a great thing to listen to the whole. It is a 
great thing, too, to listen to these separate big parts and 
to analyze them. It is much better to do that than to go 
along thoughtlessly from movement to movement, sec-
tion to section, and note to note, as it were. So, with a 
passage of Scripture, having got hold of the big princi-
ples of the essential teaching, you are able to understand 
the details in a way that you would not be able to do if 
you had not started in that manner. 

 
With this section, therefore, I propose to adopt the 

method we used with verses 1–5. We saw that there 
were great doctrines enunciated in that first section and 
we shall find exactly the same thing here. It seems to 
me that the fundamental division of this passage can 
again be put in this form: firstly, why our Lord prays 
for His followers, and secondly what He prays for 
them. It is as simple as that. Now if we take the chapter 
and just read it through, without trying to get at the prin-
ciples, then there are certain statements here which 
seem to be rather difficult and almost confusing.  

 
But we must realize that there are only these two big 

things dealt with here: our Lord puts first the reasons 
why He prays for these people, and then He gives the 
requests afterwards. Therefore, as we start reading at 
verse 6 we find a positive statement— “I have mani-
fested Your name to the men whom You gave Me 
out of the world; they were Yours and You gave 
them to Me, and they have kept Your word” (John 
17:6 NASB). 

 
He makes a categorical statement like that in His 

prayer because it is only after He has cited certain rea-
sons that He brings the petition. Of course, you find that 
the two things are really intermingled but for the sake of 
clarity of thought they ought to be kept separately in our 
minds as we look at any particular detailed statement. 

 
Let us, then, summarize the first section. Why 

does our Lord pray for these people at all? Here He is 
facing His own death, the greatest and the most terrible 
moment in His life is at hand, and yet He pauses to pray 
for them. Why does He do it? The answer is all here. He 
does it first and foremost because of His great concern 
for the glory of God. While He is on earth, the glory of 
God is, in a sense, in His hands. He has come to glorify 
His Father and that is the one thing He wants to do 
above everything else. And now as He is going to leave 
these people, over and above His own concern about 
dying is His concern about the glory of God: it is the 
one thing that matters. 

 
Secondly, He prays for them because of who and 

what they are. They are the people to whom He has 
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but as certainly as we become like the Lord Jesus Christ 
we will have to suffer for it— “Strengthening the 
souls of the disciples, encouraging them to continue 
in the faith, and saying, “Through many tribulations 
we must enter the kingdom of God” (Acts 14:22 
NASB).  
 

Persecution can be very subtle—a mere glance from 
one person to another, the faintest suspicion of a smile 
or a curl of the lip, some little indignity thrust upon 
you—it manifests itself in a thousand and one ways. 
The astounding thing is that though we are told to be 
prepared for it, so often when we receive it, we are tak-
en by surprise and wonder why it happens. Do not ex-
pect, my friend, that the whole world will rejoice if you 
become a Christian. You will probably receive enmity 
and hatred and persecution from certain people. It hap-
pened in the case of our blessed Lord, and His followers 
must always be ready to meet it. 

 
But the last reason He seems to explain here for 

praying for these people is that He is anxious that His 
own joy may be fulfilled in them. We must not stop at 
what I have just been saying. Our Lord was a man of 
sorrows and acquainted with grief, He was condemned 
and crucified on a cross, yet the author of the epistle to 
the Hebrews says, “Fixing our eyes on Jesus, the au-
thor and perfecter of faith, who for the joy set before 
Him endured the cross, despising the shame, and has 
sat down at the right hand of the throne of 
God” (Hebrews 12:2 NASB).  
 

There was a fundamental joy deeper than all the suf-
fering, deeper than all He endured by way of the contra-
diction of sinners against Himself, and He was anxious 
that His followers might know this. He wanted them to 
experience His own peace, His own inimitable joy. This 
is possible for any Christian, in spite of all I have said, 
and in spite of the world in which we live. So, if we are 
not experiencing this joy as something deeper than all 
these other experiences, then, to that extent, we are fail-
ing in our discipleship. 

 
Then, secondly, let me summarize what He prays 

for them. The primary object of His prayer is not so 
much that they may be one with one another, as that 
they may be kept in true unity with Him, with God the 
Father, and therefore with each other. That is the nature 
of the communion. Obviously, this has to be worked out 
in greater detail, and never perhaps was this more nec-
essary than today. This is a chapter which has been 
much misquoted and misinterpreted, so we must be 
clear as to what exactly this prayer for unity among be-
lievers really is; our Lord does pray for them in that 
context, and He goes on repeating it. 

manifested the name of God; the people who have 
been given to Him; the people to whom He has giv-
en the word: people who believe certain things. That 
is the definition of a Christian and they, and they 
alone, are the people for whom He has prayed. 

 
Then He prays for them because of their task, 

because of their calling. He is going, and He is leav-
ing them in the world to do something; they have 
work to do, exactly as He had been given work to 
do. You see the logic of it all? God sent Him, He 
sends them, and He prays for them especially in the 
light of their calling and their task—the work of 
evangelizing. There are other people who are going 
to believe on Him through their word, and so they 
must be enabled to do this work. 

 
He also prays for them because of their circum-

stances, the circumstances in which they were 
placed in the world. He says that they are going to 
have trouble in the world:  
“I have given them Your word; and the world 
has hated them, because they are not of the 
world, even as I am not of the world” (John 17:14 
NASB). 

 
There is an antagonism to the Christian in this 

world—the Bible constantly tells us that the world 
hates a Christian as it hated his Lord. The apostle 
Paul reminds Timothy of this. Timothy is frightened 
because he is being persecuted. He cannot under-
stand it, but Paul tells him that ‘Indeed, all who de-
sire to live godly in Christ Jesus will be persecut-
ed’ (2 Timothy 3:12 NASB).  

 
     Our Lord says the same thing in John 15: 
“Remember the word that I said to you, ‘A slave 
is not greater than his master.’ If they persecuted 
Me, they will also persecute you; if they kept My 
word, they will keep yours also” (John 15:20 
NASB), and again: “It is enough for the disciple 
that he become like his teacher, and the slave like 
his master. If they have called the head of the 
house Beelzebul, how much more will they malign 
the members of his household!” (Matthew 10:25 
NASB). 

 
That is the argument here. He is thinking of 

these people in this gainsaying, contradictory world, 
and because He knows what they are going to en-
dure, He prays for them. He knows the persecution 
which follows inevitably, in some shape or form, 
whenever anybody becomes a Christian. It does not 
always mean that we will be thrown into prison or a 
concentration camp, or molested in a physical sense, 
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and of His heart. 
 

There, then, is a general analysis of His prayer for 
these people. Why does He pray for them? Well, we 
have seen the answer. What does He pray for them? 
Once again, we have seen that the requests and petitions 
arise naturally and inevitably from a consideration of 
who these people are, the circumstances in which they 
are placed and the task which they have been given to 
do. And the only further point I would make here is one 
which is surely of the greatest possible value, something 
which comes with comfort and with consolation and 
encouragement, namely, what we see here in this sec-
tion about the Lord Himself.  

 
Here He is praying for His followers, not only for 

those immediately of His own time but for all who are 
going to believe in Him throughout the centuries, and 
therefore for us. Let us look at Him as He thus prays, let 
us look at certain things which stand out very clearly 
about His person. Notice His claims. He says, for in-
stance, “For the words which You gave Me I have 
given to them; and they received them and truly un-
derstood that I came forth from You, and they be-
lieved that You sent Me” (John 17:8 NASB). 

 
Here is, apparently, one who is just a man. He is to 

be taken by cruel people in apparent helplessness and 
weakness and is to be crucified on a cross, yet He 
speaks of Himself as one who has come out from God. 
Here is another great assertion of His unique deity: He 
is proclaiming that He is the eternal Son of God come 
from heaven to earth to dwell among men. He repeats it 
by saying, ‘You have sent Me.’ He is not one who has 
just been born like everybody else, He has been sent by 
God into this world. 

 
Then in verse 10 He does not hesitate to say a thing 

like this: “And all things that are Mine are Yours, 
and Yours are Mine; and I have been glorified in 
them” (John 17:10 NASB) —a tremendous assertion 
that He is not only man, He is the Son of God, verily 
God Himself, and that as He is the glory of the Father, 
so the disciples are to be His glory. He has glorified the 
Father, and He is glorified in them by what they are go-
ing to be, and what they are going to do.  

 
You notice our calling, you notice that we, as Chris-

tians, have the privilege of being men and women in 
Him—that through us the Lord Jesus Christ Himself is 
glorified. It is our conception of the Christian that is 
wrong. I feel more and more that most of our troubles 
arise from that fact. We must start by contemplating 
again what a Christian is, how the New Testament de-
scribes him, the place in which he is put, the dignity it 

The next thing He prays for them is that they 
may be kept from the evil one—the devil, the god of 
this world, the prince of the power of the air—and 
the evil that is in the world as the result of his activi-
ties and efforts. Our Lord does not pray that they 
may be taken out of the world—we sometimes wish 
we could pray that, the idea of monasticism is some-
where down in the depths of all of us. We want to 
retire out of the world and arrive in some magic cir-
cle where nothing can disturb us. There is a longing 
in the suffering, persecuted Christian to get out of 
the world. But our Lord does not pray that they may 
be taken out of the world in any sense, nor that they 
may be taken out of it by death, but rather that in it 
they may be kept from the evil.  

 
Your business and mine as Christian people is to 

be in the midst of this world and its affairs, and still 
remain true and loyal to God, and be kept from the 
evil. “Pure and undefiled religion in the sight of 
our God and Father is this,” says James, not to 
retire out of every vocation in life, but rather, “To 
visit orphans and widows in their distress, and to 
keep oneself unstained by the world” (James 
1:27). What a glorious but tremendous task it is! 
And of course, it is much more difficult than segre-
gating yourself and going away to live in seclusion 
and isolation.  

 
The task of the Christian is to be right in the 

midst of this world and its affairs in order that he 
may do this work of evangelism, spreading the gos-
pel and the kingdom of God, while the whole time, 
keeping himself unspotted from the world. Christ 
prays that His followers may be kept unspotted, that 
they may not be harmed and tarnished and polluted 
by the evil world in which they find themselves. It is 
a glorious task. 

 
    And his last petition is that they may be sancti-
fied, that they may be set apart for this great work 
which He Has given them to do: “As You sent Me 
into the world, I also have sent them into the 
world. 19For their sakes I sanctify Myself, that 
they themselves also may be sanctified in 
truth” (John 17:18-19 NASB). He sanctifies Him-
self and He wants them to be sanctified in the same 
way. That throws an interesting light on the meaning 
of sanctification. If you just extract the word 
‘sanctify’, what our Lord is praying here is that 
these Christians may have some additional blessing 
of sanctification. But you can see at once, when you 
take it in its context, that it again means that He is 
still concerned about this great and grand objective 
which He always has in the forefront of His mind 
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ple, the Father’s children, and they believe on Him be-
cause they have been given to Him by God for that pur-
pose. Was there ever such humility, such self-abasement 
and self-effacement? He is God, very God, and yet eve-
rything belongs to the Father, and the praise and the glo-
ry are ascribed to Him. 

 
Then you notice that in the eighth verse He goes so 

far as to say, “For the words which You gave Me I 
have given to them; and they received them and truly 
understood that I came forth from You, and they 
believed that You sent Me” (John 17:8 NASB), and 
we find Him constantly repeating that right through the 
gospel records. It is one of the most amazing things of 
all, that here we have the Son of God teaching the peo-
ple, and yet He always emphasizes that nothing He says 
is of Himself. This means that He never uses His own 
thoughts or words. The Father has given Him certain 
words to speak, and He speaks them. 

 
There is something terrifying about this. If that is 

true of the preaching of the only begotten Son of God, 
how much more should it be true of our preaching. The 
business of a man standing in a pulpit is not to speak his 
own words but to be biblical. He must expound this 
word because it is God’s word, and he must speak the 
word that he is enabled to speak by the Holy Spirit. Our 
Lord was in utter subjection to the Father and every-
thing He did and said was that which was given to Him 
by the Father. So, I would beg you again to meditate 
upon this. Consider this picture and examine yourself in 
the light of it—see the utter humility of our Lord, His 
self-abasement, His self-effacement and His complete 
dependence upon His Father. 

 
      Then the other thing, as I have already mentioned, is 
His supreme concern about the glory of God, which 
comes out everywhere. In both the first and the second 
sections this is his one petition: “Jesus spoke these 
things; and lifting up His eyes to heaven, He said, 
“Father, the hour has come; glorify Your Son”—
why? — “that the Son may glorify You” (John 17:1 
NASB). That is the reason—not Himself, but that He 
may go on to glorify the Father to the end. And here He 
prays the same thing for these disciples.  
 
     He says that this is really the only motive for making 
disciples at all, it is the only reason for preaching the 
gospel. Let us not misunderstand one another about this, 
but, I repeat, over and above our concern for the souls 
of men and their salvation should be our concern for the 
glory of God. What we should emphasize to men and 
women outside Christ and sinners in the world today is 
not, primarily, the fact that they are sinners, and unhap-
py because they are sinners, but the fact that their sin is 

ascribes to him—the glory, this special relationship 
to the Lord and to the Father. 

 
And then He says in His prayer, “I am no long-

er in the world; and yet they themselves are in 
the world, and I come to You. Holy Father, keep 
them in Your name, the name which You have 
given Me, that they may be one even as We 
are” (John 17:11 NASB). He is one with God. He 
does not hesitate to assert it and to claim it: “I and 
the Father are one” (John 10:30 NASB). He, a 
carpenter, one who had not passed through the 
schools, is one with God, God in flesh on the face of 
the earth—it is stupendous.  

 
In other words, to sum it all up, He has been sent 

by God into the world for this specific task. He said 
it in verse 4 when He prayed for Himself. “I glori-
fied You on the earth, having accomplished the 
work which You have given Me to do” (John 17:4 
NASB). There is the most exalted claim that a per-
son in the flesh has ever made, but at the same time, 
observe His humility. He, who is the Son of God, 
does not hesitate to say so and to assert it, but notice 
the way in which He describes His coming into the 
world.  

 
He has been sent into it by God. Did He come to 

speak of Himself and manifest Himself and his own 
glory? No, he says, “I have manifested Your name 
to the men whom You gave Me out of the world; 
they were Yours and You gave them to Me, and 
they have kept Your word” (John 17:6 NASB). 
That is something which should humble and humili-
ate us to the very dust as we read these gospels and 
look at this person who is none other than the only 
begotten Son of God. Observe His self-abasement; 
He does not call attention to Himself, He is all along 
manifesting the glory of His Father. It is God’s 
name, the Father’s name, that He is concerned 
about, and here He reminds His Father of that: “I 
have manifested Your name to the men whom You 
gave Me out of the world…” (John 17:6 NASB). 

 
 
 
And then we see how He describes the Chris-

tians as His Father’s people: “I have manifested 
Your name to the men whom You gave Me out of 
the world…” (John 17:6 NASB). He does not say, 
‘I am going to pray to you about my converts’, or 
‘I am coming to you about the people who believe 
because of my preaching’, or ‘because of my mir-
acles’, or ‘because of what I have done’. No, His 
view of His people is that they are the Father’s peo-
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an assault upon God and is detracting from his glo-
ry. Our concern about the glory of God should come 
even before our concern for the state and the condi-
tion of the sinner. It was true of our Lord, and it is 
He who sends us out. 

 
But let me end on this note. Observe His care for 

His followers. He reminds His Father that He kept 
them while He was in the world. How easy it is to 
read the gospels without seeing that all the while He 
is watching them, and keeping them, and shielding 
them against the enemy. But now He is going out of 
the world and here He is praying to His Father to 
keep them. He pleads with Him to look after them 
and commits them to His care. They are His Fa-
ther’s, but they have been given to Him and He 
gives them back— “I do not ask You to take them 
out of the world, but to keep them from the evil 
one” (John 17:15 NASB). If we but realized the 
concern of our Savior for us as we are tried and 
tempted and beset by sin and Satan, it would revolu-
tionize our whole attitude towards everything. 

 
     And, last of all, we should note His loving atti-
tude towards them. Some astounding things are said 
here. Indeed, we would almost be right to query 
them when we read what He says of these disciples: 
“I have manifested Your name to the men whom 
You gave Me out of the world; —then notice— 
they were Yours and You gave them to Me, and 
they have kept Your word” (John 17:6 NASB). 
How can He say that?  
 
     As we read the gospels and look at these disci-
ples, we see them quarrelling with one another, we 
see their jealousy of one another and their desire for 
pre-eminence over one another, and finally we read 
how at the end they all forsook Him and fled. Yet 
what He said about them was, ‘they have kept You 
word’.  
 
     He did not criticize them, He prayed for them. I 
thank God for this above everything else. “If You, 
LORD, should mark iniquities, O Lord, who 
could stand?  
4 But there is forgiveness with You, That You 
may be feared” (Psalm 130:3-4 NASB). We have 
such a High Priest, sympathetic and understanding, 
loving, seeing what is true of us, committing us to 
God in terms like that, not mentioning the deficien-
cies, the weaknesses, the faults and the failures, but 
saying, ‘they have kept Your word’. And because 
of that He commends us to God the Father and be-
seeches His loving protection around and about us. 

 

Continued in next edition... 

Well, we have simply entered into the portals. These 
are but preliminary considerations on our way into this 
magnificent edifice in which we shall be reminded, as I 
have been trying to show you, of our Lord’s own view 
of the Christian, what He is, His task, His business in 
the world, His destiny, and the glory which belongs to 
Him. 

 
May God bless these thoughts to our minds and to our 
hearts, and, above everything, let us ever think of Him, 
our faithful High Priest, our Representative, our Advo-
cate, our Intercessor, who, in heaven and in glory at this 
moment, has the same character as He had when He 
prayed on earth for His followers.  
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Ro 6:11 Likewise you also, reckon yourselves to be 
dead indeed to sin, but alive to God in Christ Je-
sus our Lord. 12 Therefore do not let sin reign in 
your mortal body, that you should obey it in its 
lusts. 13 And do not present your members as in-
struments of unrighteousness to sin, but present 
yourselves to God as being alive from the dead, 
and your members as instruments of righteous-
ness to God. 14 For sin shall not have dominion 
over you, for you are not under law but under 
grace. 

 
This is the first word of encouragement given in Ro-
mans, but Paul could never have used these kinds of 
words if in reality the believer had no spiritual resources 
to do what he has encouraged them to do.  Here is what 
Paul declares about sin and its power over the believer 
in these verses.  He says that we are to “reckon our-
selves to be dead indeed to sin”, that we are to “not let 
sin reign” in our lives, and that we are to “not present” 
or yield ourselves to sin.  These are key distinctives that 
must be present in every believer who wants to be victo-
rious over sin in their life.  These are actions that the 
believer must do for himself or herself.  What Paul is 
assuming is that we each understand that we have been 
given the spiritual resources to overcome sin in our life, 
and that should be every believer’s personal testimony 
of what is actually happening in their life. 
 
As we go forward, it is important to remember that in 1 
John 1:5-10, John was contrasting the differences be-
tween genuine believers and false believers (something 
that he will continue to do throughout).  He gave three 
tests to validate the reality of someone’s confession, and 
he confidently declared that the evidence of a false con-
fession of Christ is saying one thing about your faith in 
Christ, but then living completely contrary to what it is 
that you confess.  For John there is nothing in the mid-
dle here.  There is no spiritual escape hatch for the per-
son who confesses one thing, but lives another way.  He 
simply said that they were dishonest, deceived, and de-
clared God to be a liar.  So in 1 John 2, John’s encour-
agement to the believers is given so that they “may not 
sin”.  Why does John keep saying the same thing in dif-
ferent ways?  It is because of what he declares in 1 
John 2:26, 
 

1Jn 2:26 These things I have written to you concern-
ing those who try to deceive you. 

 
People will always be trying to convince you that sin is 
okay, that living how you want to live is perfectly nor-
mal, and that Christian’s are much too dogmatic in re-
gard to sin.  They will demean spiritual commitment of 
almost any kind and claim that Christians are much too 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1 John 2  
Part 2  

 
As we continue our study in 1 John 2, it should be 
apparent that 1 John 2:1-2 are written to believers 
just because of the first three words. 
 

1Jn 2:1 My little children, these things I write to 
you, so that you may not sin. And if anyone 
sins, we have an Advocate with the Father, Je-
sus Christ the righteous. 2 And He Himself is 
the propitiation for our sins, and not for ours 
only but also for the whole world.  

 
John is writing to his “little children”.  In fact, he 
calls them “little children” a total of five (5) times 
in 1 John 2 alone (v1, 12, 13, 18, 28).  The term 
“little children” is a term of endearment, affection, 
and warmth and love.  In essence, John is talking 
specifically to believers and about believers.  1 
John 2:1 reveals exactly why John is writing to 
these believers when he says “these things I write 
to you, so that you may not sin.”  Part of appreciat-
ing this injunction that John gives is understanding 
that believers have all of the resources and spiritual 
means needed to overcome sin in their life.  This is 
not to say that they will not sin, but simply that as 
believer they should not be dominated or controlled 
by sin.  If this were not true, then Paul could not 
have written the following in Romans 6:11-14 
when he said, 
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rigid.  However, without belaboring the point, obe-
dience is the language of the entire Bible.  I cannot 
find one place in all of the Scriptures that would 
lead me to believe differently.  Every ordinance, 
every dispensation, every doctrine, every word of 
God points me in this direction – do not let sin rule 
over your life.  In fact, John writes the following in 
1 John 2:7 when he says, 
 

1Jn 2:7 Brethren, I write no new commandment 
to you, but an old commandment which you 
have had from the beginning. The old com-
mandment is the word which you heard from 
the beginning. 

 
There is nothing new in this that should surprise a 
believer.  Walking with God and being obedient to 
Christ and His Word is the very make-up and fabric 
of the Christian life.  In fact, it could be argued that 
the key verse in this chapter is 1 John 2:3 which 
says, 
 

1Jn 2:3 Now by this we know that we know Him, 
if we keep His commandments. 

 
John just keeps repeating himself over and over.  1 
John 2:3 is a truth regarding biblical assurance that 
every believer should “know” simply because they 
are living an obedient life.  In fact, to “know” cer-
tain things is one of the hallmark attributes of 1 
John.  The word “know” or a form of the word is 
used nearly 40 times in these five chapters, and thir-
teen of them occur in 1 John 2.  John really wants 
these believers to be guarded from making bogus 
claims about their personal faith in Christ that are 
not real and certainly are not salvific in nature.  The 
phrase “may not sin” is in what is known as the ao-
rist subjunctive active tense, but it also is what is 
known as a third class conditional.  What that means 
is that the individual has not necessarily committed 
some act of sin yet, but it indicates that it is an ac-
tion that can and most likely will happen at any 
point in time.  In other words, it is a very real possi-
bility, but not necessarily something that has actual-
ly happened yet.  It could actually be translated as 
“If anyone sins, and it will happen…”  Just the very 
tense of this verb is John’s way of not avoiding the 
issue of sins that every believer will commit.   

However, what John is doing is preventive in its 
nature.  In a very positive way John is encouraging 
the genuine believers to do the exact opposite of the 
false believers.  He is encouraging them to lead a 
holy life.  He is encouraging them to lead a godly 
life and to let what they do to be Christ-like and re-

flective of Christ.  Obviously, John is not naïve about 
sin that may occur in any believer’s life.  That is why he 
says “And if anyone sins…”  John fully recognizes that 
believers will sin, but his goal is to help them so that 
they are not overwhelmed and ultimately overcome by 
some sin that may be troubling them.  Believers can sin 
through ignorance, willfulness, spiritual inexperience, 
temptation, not being watchful, or just being indifferent.  
However, when they do, John wants them to understand 
and to know what it is that they actually have in Christ.  
John wants the believers to fully understand that God 
has equipped them in such a way that they can and 
should lead a godly life.  When a genuine believer does 
something that is totally contrary to what they know to 
be the clear will of God for their life, in reality it should 
almost shock them.  It should immediately humble them 
and straightway drive them to God.  If as a genuine be-
liever, you can find yourself comfortable living in 
known sin and it not really bother you to any degree, 
something is vitally wrong and missing in your life. 
 
What John is doing is encouraging these believers that if 
they do sin in some way (which we know they will) that 
when they do sin that they “have an Advocate with the 
Father, Jesus Christ the righteous.”  I love the way 
that the NIV translates this.  It says “we have One who 
speaks to the Father in our defense”.  The Amplified 
says “One who will intercede for us”.  Christ is not 
before the throne of God to condemn the believer, but to 
defend the believer.  I.e., John does not want these be-
lievers to become overwhelmed by some sin that they 
may fall into in their life.  They have an “Advocate 
with the Father”, one who stands between them and 
God.   
 
The word “Advocate” is actually the Greek word 
“paraclete” which is a word that is used four times to 
speak of the Holy Spirit and is translated as 
“Comforter” in those cases.  In this case, however, it 
used in reference to Christ and is translated as 
“Advocate”, or one who intercedes on the believer’s 
behalf.  The word “Advocate” is the language of a 
courtroom.  Listen to how Paul declared this in Romans 
8:33-34, 
 

Ro 8:33 Who shall bring a charge against God's 
elect? It is God who justifies. 34 Who is he who 
condemns? It is Christ who died, and furthermore 
is also risen, who is even at the right hand of God, 
who also makes intercession for us. 

 
An “advocate” is someone who officially and legally 
represents someone else.  They stand before a judicial 
court or hearing and they present the case of someone 
else.  They put forward the pleas of the accused.  I.e., at 
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basis to provide both “forgiveness” and “cleansing” (1 
John 1:9) – and that is exactly what He provides.  Let 
us say that you owe the bank $10 million and you have 
no way of paying that debt.  However, someone else 
comes along and makes that debt payment for you.  In 
that case, the bank is “fully satisfied” that your debt has 
been completely paid.  They will never again come to 
you and say “You personally owe us $10 million.”  The 
debt has been satisfied.  In the same way, the debt that 
sin created in our life has been fully satisfied, fully paid.  
God will never come to someone who has been saved 
and say to them “You still owe me for your sin.  How 
are you going to pay your debt?”  That will never hap-
pen because Christ fully paid our “sin debt” – the debt 
was fully paid and God was fully satisfied. 
 
Let us just suppose that you may have lived your life 
apart from God and have been out of fellowship with 
Him for many years.  You may never even have been 
saved.  You have lived your life apart from God, and 
even though you may want to come to God, you simply 
are too proud to come or think that you are not worthy 
to come and seek His forgiveness.  You may even feel a 
sense of shame and guilt – much of which may be fully 
deserved.  Maybe you have not even genuinely asked 
God for forgiveness for years, and that has only served 
to compound the problem.  You have no sense that you 
can come to God and be fully accepted in His presence.  
The truth is that we can come anytime, anywhere, and 
for any reason.  We could be the worst sinner or the best 
saint.  We could have been living in sin for years, or 
forsaking sin for a lifetime.  You can come and you 
should come because you have an “Advocate” at the 
very throne of God who is there standing in your place.  
When Christ goes before the Father on your behalf, He 
always prevails.  Notice how John states this in 1 John 
2:1.  He says “we have an Advocate WITH THE FA-
THER”.  You have both an “Advocate” and a heavenly 
Father who love you unconditionally.  Do not spurn that 
love.  Do not ignore their care for your life.  God is 
NOT angry with His children.  Jesus died for our sins, 
and at the throne of God it is both just and righteous for 
God to forgive the sins of all those who have entrusted 
their life to Jesus Christ their high priest and their 
“Advocate”. 
 
From a biblical perspective it is not healthy for a believ-
er to always be dwelling on their sin and becoming mor-
bid about the failures in their life.  We need to be con-
scious of the fact that we have sinned against God, but 
on the positive side we have an “Advocate”, one who is 
successfully interceding on our behalf.  Certainly that is 
one of the spiritual truths that John wants these believ-
ers to appreciate.  It is morbid, gloomy, melancholy, and 
spiritually unhealthy to always be dwelling on sin in our 

the throne of God, Christ is interceding for the be-
liever and God the Father fully accepts Christ’s in-
tercession on the believer’s behalf.  Why?  It is be-
cause in 1 John 2:2 Jesus is said to be the 
“propitiation for (concerning or regarding) our 
sins”.  The practical application of the word 
“propitiation” means that concerning our sin that 
God has fully accepted Jesus’ sacrifice for that sin.  
The Father is not always reevaluating, reconsider-
ing, and reassessing what how to deal with a be-
liever’s sin.  He has fully and completely accepted 
the sacrifice of Jesus Christ to cover a believer’s 
sins.  The technical and proper meaning of the word 
“propitiation” is that of reconciling, appeasing, and 
turning away anger.  The idea is, that there is an an-
ger, a wrath, or something has been done to offend, 
and that it is needful to turn away that wrath, or to 
appease it in some way.  Obviously, the death of 
Christ has appeased and turned away that wrath. 

It seems that the essential element that generally is 
not understood when it comes to God’s wrath 
against sin is that God is holy.  His entire nature and 
being are absolutely and utterly holy.  We were not 
only born in sin, but we live in sin.  We have a natu-
ral propensity to sinfulness.  So, in regard to sin in a 
person’s life, the will of God has simply been disre-
garded, His law has been violated, and He therefore 
has a just basis to be offended with our sin.  God 
cannot simply treat us as if we have not sinned.  
That would be totally incompatible to His holy na-
ture.  Now, it is not possible that we in our fallen 
nature could ever do something that would appease 
God – and God fully understood that.  That is exact-
ly why He became responsible for providing salva-
tion for us simply because we had no power to ap-
pease His wrath against sin.  Christ took our place.  
He became our Substitute.  He accomplished for us 
what we never could have accomplished on our 
own.  The death of Christ removes all of the obsta-
cles and all of the barriers that separated us from 
God and provides God with a just basis for His 
wrath to be turned away.  The word “propitiation” 
comes from the Greek word “hilasmos” which 
means both “appeasement” and “satisfaction”.  
Think of it this way: the sacrificial death of Christ 
fully satisfied the demands of God’s holiness and 
justice and therefore appeased His holy wrath 
against a believer’s sins. 

Whenever you read the word “propitiation”, think 
of it in terms of being “satisfied”.  Regarding our 
sin, God was fully and completely satisfied with 
what Christ did on our behalf.  He now has a just 
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life.  This is not excusing sin in any way, but by the 
same token God’s forgiveness and cleansing will 
have no practical impact on our life if we are never 
able to accept it.  We miss the whole point of for-
giveness is we never accept it!  One of the most pre-
cious things about the sovereign outworking of God 
in our life is that He uses our failures as one of His 
greatest tools to teach us.  Believers will always learn 
more through failure than through success. 
 
One of the main problems that faces many Christians 
is that the enemy seems to always be working and 
unfortunately prevailing in this area of their life.  His 
work is to condemn, to constantly be reminding them 
of how sinful they have been and of how poorly they 
have lived.  In Revelation 12:10 he is actually called 
“the accuser of our brethren”.  He is called that be-
cause that is one of the primary works of his kingdom 
– to accuse believers.  After a believer has sinned, 
those principalities and powers that are working in 
that believer’s life simply whisper in their spiritual 
ear that once again they have failed God miserably 
and that God is mad and angry with them.  They 
whisper that they have no right to even go back to 
God.  They want you to just feel as guilty as you pos-
sibly can, to just wallow in your sin.  Do you want to 
know what I do personally when the enemy tries to 
condemn me that I am not worthy to go to God or 
Christ?  I agree with him completely!  However, then 
I remind him that every believer has been made wor-
thy through the precious blood of Christ and that I 
will go to God and confess my sin – and I do.  I am 
not going to demean God’s forgiveness and cleansing 
in my life by agreeing with the enemy.  The enemy 
wants to make you feel unworthy to seek and com-
pletely accept God’s forgiveness.  I know people who 
the enemy has kept in complete misery and mental 
and psychological distress for years because they 
have never been willing to embrace God’s for-
giveness of their sins.  Unfortunately they have be-
lieved the lies of the enemy and he just keeps them 
under condemnation and spiritual torment.  It is a lie!  
You can always tell when someone has never really 
accepted God’s forgiveness.  They are constantly 
wondering whether or not they are actually saved.  
They have reached a point in their life where they 
believe that a Christian can actually lose their salva-
tion because of some sin they have committed.  Well, 
that certainly does not say much for Christ or for His 
atoning work – now does it?  No sin is too great to 
not be forgiven.  The great news is that we have an 
“Advocate” who is fully representing us to the Fa-
ther, and the Father has fully accepted His sacrifice 
on our behalf. 
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