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The A  of 
Our S  

Part 15 

Not of the World 
 

John 17:9 (NASB)  
9 “I ask on their behalf; I do not ask 
on behalf of the world, but of those 
whom You have given Me; for they 
are Yours;  
 

     We have seen that before our Lord 
makes specific requests for His people, He 
first gives His reasons for praying for them. 
So, in this verse He starts off with a defini-
tion and description of the people for whom 
He is praying, and, therefore, of the Chris-
tian.  
 
     This, then, is His first reason for praying 
for them and it is this which we must now 
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consider together. The more I try to live 
this Christian life and the more I read the 
New Testament, the more convinced I 
am that the trouble with most of us is 
that we have never truly realized what it 
is to be a Christian. It is our whole con-
ception of what a Christian is, and of 
what the Christian life is meant to be, 
that is so defective, and that is why we 
miss so many blessings.  
 
    That is why, too, we are often so trou-
bled and perplexed and bewildered and 
why we react as we do to so many of the 
things that happen to us in this life and in 
this world. If only we understood what 
the Christian really is and the position in 
which he is placed, if only we realized 
the privilege and the possibilities of that 
position, and, above everything, the glo-
rious destiny of everyone who is truly a 
Christian, then our entire outlook would 
be completely changed. It would be rev-
olutionized, or, as Paul puts it in writing 
to the Romans, our whole outlook would 
be transformed by the renewing of our 
minds (Romans 12:2). 

Romans 12:2 (NASB)  
2 “And do not be conformed to this 
world, but be transformed by the 
renewing of your mind, so that you 
may prove what the will of God is, 
that which is good and acceptable 
and perfect.” 

 
The New Testament is literally full 

of this teaching; there is a sense in which 
it can be said quite truly that starting 
with Acts and going right through to the 
end of Revelation, there is only one 
theme, and that is the theme of what a 
Christian is. Why were these New Testa-
ment epistles written? It is clear that 
they were not written merely because the 
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men who wrote them rather liked writing letters! 
No, there was a reason for every letter, there is a 
kind of urgency behind every one of them, because 
the men who wrote the letters were pastors who 
were concerned about the souls of the people to 
whom they were writing.  

 
The early Christians were in this difficult world, 

in which you and I still have to live, they were sur-
rounded by very many problems, and all these let-
ters were written in order to help them to live as 
Christians in such a world. You can sum up the ar-
gument of every letter by putting it like this: what 
all the writers are saying, in effect, is, ‘If you only 
realized who and what you are, you would have 
gone eighty per cent of the way to being a com-
plete victor over everything that assails you.’ 
Read the introductions, listen to these writers in 
their salutations; they remind the people of who they 
are and of what God has done in Christ, and there-
fore of all the possibilities which are theirs. 

 
That is the whole case, and surely there is noth-

ing that we need more at the present time than just 
this reminder. That is the way, and the only way, 
according to the New Testament, in which we can 
live in a world like this, and, furthermore, that is not 
only the case of the New Testament, it is substanti-
ated and proved in the long history of the Christian 
church. Read the stories and accounts of every peri-
od of revival and reawakening, when the Holy Spirit 
has been present in power and in might. At such 
times men and women have known these things as 
they should be known, and they have been able to 
rise above all their circumstances.  

 
Indeed, you cannot understand the history of the 

church throughout the centuries apart from this. 
Think of every revival and period of reformation, all 
the great history, the stories of the martyrs and con-
fessors, and all that stands out so gloriously in 
church history—how do you explain it? There is 
only one explanation: those people knew what it 
was to be a Christian. Their view of this was the 
New Testament view of the Christian and the result 
was that they could defy tyrants without any fear, 
they could look into the face of death and say, ‘It is 
well.’ They knew who they were, and where they 
were going. They were not afraid of men, of death, 
or even of hell, because they knew their position in 
the Lord Jesus Christ, and the result was that these 
people triumphed. 

 
We are reminded of this when we read that great 

eleventh chapter of the Epistle to the Hebrews—

indeed it is the whole case of the New Testament, and 
once we accept this view, then like Abraham, and Mo-
ses and all the rest, we can go on ‘as seeing him who is 
invisible’ (Hebrews 11:27).  

Hebrews 11:27 (NASB)  
27 “By faith he left Egypt, not fearing the wrath of 
the king; for he endured, as seeing Him who is 
unseen.” 
 
We can go out not knowing where we are going, but 

quite happily, because we know that He is with us. And 
in His prayer here our Lord seems to me to start at that 
very point. He knows that the supreme thing for the dis-
ciples, in this world, is that they should be certain of 
these great centralities. Perhaps I should pause and ask a 
question at this point. How do you and I react to the 
things that happen to us in this life, and in this world 
with all its uncertainty? Now I argue that what deter-
mines that, finally, is our view of ourselves as Chris-
tians. 

 
We must, therefore, consider what our Lord has to 

say about the Christian. Our method, you remember, of 
approaching this paragraph is first of all to extract the 
doctrine, then, having done that, to go back to the de-
tails in the light of that doctrine. Here, then, is the es-
sential doctrine—the character of the Christian—and 
the first thing I notice is a negative.  

 
He says in the first phrase, “I have manifested 

Your name to the men whom You gave Me out of the 
world; they were Yours and You gave them to Me, 
and they have kept Your word” (John 17:6 NASB) 

 
Now that is the theme, that is the first thing he says 

about the Christian. Need I apologize again for starting 
with a negative? If I understand the times in which you 
and I are living, I think that the greatest need is for neg-
atives. People do not like them, they so easily condemn 
us, but whether we like it or not, the first thing that is 
true of the Christian is that he is not of this world and 
does not belong to it.  

 
Now you notice that in this one section He repeats 

that four times.  
John 17:6 (NASB)  
6 “I have manifested Your name to the men 
whom You gave Me out of the world; they were 
Yours and You gave them to Me, and they have 
kept Your word.” 
John 17:9 (NASB)  
9 “I ask on their behalf; I do not ask on behalf of 
the world, but of those whom You have given 
Me; for they are Yours.” 
John 17:14 (NASB)  
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14 “I have given them Your word; and the 
world has hated them, because they are not of 
the world, even as I am not of the world.” 
John 17:16 (NASB)  
16 “They are not of the world, even as I am not 
of the world.” 
 
Our Lord goes on repeating that phrase because 

He wants to impress it upon us. The first thing that 
is true about the Christian is that he does not belong 
to this world. 

 
This is, obviously, a very big point. I chose to 

quote verse 9 as my particular text here because it 
seems to put it more pointedly than any of the oth-
ers.  

John 17:9 (NASB)  
9 “I ask on their behalf; I do not ask on behalf 
of the world, but of those whom You have 
given Me; for they are Yours.” 
 
Our Lord says that He prays for them only. He 

does not pray for the world; there is only one prayer 
that He offers for the world, and there is only one 
prayer that we should offer for the world, and that is 
that it may be saved. But here He is praying and in-
terceding for all who belong to Him. He is praying 
as the mediator, offering a particular prayer as the 
representative of His own people, and that is where 
the practical urgency comes in. In this frightening 
and uncertain world in which we find ourselves, 
surely, if we are Christian at all, we must feel that 
the biggest and the most important thing for us to 
know is whether or not the Lord Jesus Christ is 
praying and interceding for us. 

 
In the light of this, it is vital that we should ask 

ourselves the question: am I of the world or am I 
not? That is the fundamental distinction which runs 
right through the Bible from beginning to end. 
Again, I refer you to Hebrews 11, and you find the 
same thing, also, right through the Old Testament. 
There are only two groups of people in the world 
today—those who are of the world and those who 
belong to Christ.  

 
In the last analysis there is no other division or 

distinction that has the slightest importance or rele-
vance. That is why most of us are defeated by life in 
this world—we recognize other distinctions that are 
quite unimportant. But when we all come to die, 
does it make the slightest difference as to which po-
litical party we belong to? Does it matter whether 
we are rich or poor, learned or otherwise? Does it 
matter what our social status is? It is all utterly irrel-

evant, it does not matter. As the old English proverb 
says, ‘Death is the grand leveler.’ 

 
How foolish we are, how superficial we are, to both-

er ourselves, as we do, with these other distinctions. I 
know that, in a sense, they have their place, but what I 
am saying here is that they are not fundamental things. 
There is only one fundamental distinction and that is 
whether we belong to the world or to Christ. That is the 
only thing that matters on our death-bed, the other 
things will not be of the slightest value to us, they will 
be utterly insignificant. 

 
The Christian, then, is one who has been separated 

from the world. ‘Ah!’ says someone, ‘There you are, 
you Christians, putting yourselves into a separate com-
partment and category.’ That is quite right—I do not 
resent that charge at all. I deliberately assert that I am 
not of the world, I am not in the same category as those 
who belong to it and I thank God for that. It is not 
something to be ashamed of, but something to glory in. 
What a tragedy it is that Christian people seem to be 
ashamed of this and are ever trying to conform to the 
world. We should desire to be entirely different, to be 
not of the world as He was not of it. We are meant to be 
marked men and women, different in every respect.  

 
This, therefore, is what we must consider together in 

order to make quite certain that we can rest in the quiet 
confidence and assurance that the Lord Jesus Christ is 
concerned about us and that He is interceding on our 
behalf. He says, you remember, “I do not ask on be-
half of these alone, but for those also who believe in 
Me through their word” (John 17:20 NASB)—and 
that is you and me. 

 
 

Scripture is full of this doctrine. We have seen 
Paul’s appeal to the Romans: “And do not be con-
formed to this world, but be transformed by the re-
newing of your mind, so that you may prove what 
the will of God is, that which is good and acceptable 
and perfect” (Romans 12:2 NASB). 

 
James says the same thing: “You adulteresses, do 

you not know that friendship with the world is hos-
tility toward God? Therefore whoever wishes to be a 
friend of the world makes himself an enemy of 
God” (James 4:4 NASB). 

 
Could anything be plainer or clearer than that? Then 

let me remind you of those forcible words in 1 John 
2:15–17 NASB:  

15 “Do not love the world nor the things in the 
world. If anyone loves the world, the love of the 
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people who never do any of these things but who, ac-
cording to the Scriptures, are thoroughly worldly mind-
ed. Indeed—and this is a terrible thing—as I understand 
this definition, you can even subscribe to the Christian 
faith in an orthodox manner and still be of the world.  

 
If anybody disputes this, let me give you my author-

ity at once. The word uttered by our Lord to those peo-
ple who at the last day shall say, Lord, Lord, haven’t we 
done this, that and the other in your name? is, “Depart 
from me, I never knew you—you do not belong, you 
never have belonged to me” (Read Matthew 25:31–
46).  

 
To belong to the world is a fundamental attitude, 

and, as I am going to show you, we betray ourselves and 
our attitude by what we are in general, and by the way 
in which that is manifested in various respects. 

 
To be of the world—and this is repeated by the 

apostles—means that we are governed by the mind and 
the outlook and the way of this world in which we live. 
Paul says in Ephesians 2:2 that we are governed by:  

Ephesians 2:2 (NASB)  
2 “In which you formerly walked according to the 
course of this world, according to the prince of 
the power of the air, of the spirit that is now 
working in the sons of disobedience.” 

 
In 2 Corinthians 4:4 he talks about the ‘god of this 

world’ and it is the essence of biblical teaching that this 
world and its ways are under the dominion of Satan.  

2 Corinthians 4:4 (NASB)  
4 “In whose case the god of this world has blinded 
the minds of the unbelieving so that they might 
not see the light of the gospel of the glory of 
Christ, who is the image of God.” 
 
According to this teaching, everybody who is of the 

world is governed and guided and dominated and con-
trolled by that outlook which is opposed to God. Conse-
quently, every man who is not a Christian and who talks 
so much about his free will is the greatest dupe of all. 
He is so much a slave of Satan that he does not know it; 
he is so blind that he cannot even begin to think about it. 
It is a domination, which holds us in its grip, and of 
course we all know about it from experience.  

 
The greatest tyranny which we have to meet in this 

life is that of the worldly outlook. It insinuates itself into 
our thinking everywhere, and we get it immediately we 
are born. We belong to a particular family and have cer-
tain ideas before we are very old; we turn to our news-
papers and they are always suggesting things, as do the 
books we read. Indeed, everything seems to be suggest-

Father is not in him.  
16 For all that is in the world, the lust of the 
flesh and the lust of the eyes and the boastful 
pride of life, is not from the Father, but is 
from the world.  
17 The world is passing away, and also its 
lusts; but the one who does the will of God 
lives forever.”  

 
      This is a momentous statement. And we find 
John saying exactly the same thing in chapter 5 of 
that same epistle:  

1 John 5:19 (NASB)  
19 “We know that we are of God, and that the 
whole world lies in the power of the evil one.” 

 
Obviously, therefore, the practical question for 

us is to know for certain that we are ‘not of the 
world’, and there are many ways in which that 
question may be answered. Certain specific distinc-
tions are given, and I want just to call your attention 
to these basic points. Take, for instance, how Paul 
puts it in Ephesians 2:1–3,  

Ephesians 2:1-3 (NASB)  
1 “And you were dead in your trespasses and 
sins,  
2 in which you formerly walked according to 
the course of this world, according to the 
prince of the power of the air, of the spirit 
that is now working in the sons of disobedi-
ence.  
3 Among them we too all formerly lived in the 
lusts of our flesh, indulging the desires of the 
flesh and of the mind, and were by nature 
children of wrath, even as the rest.”  
 
That is a most comprehensive definition of what 

it means to belong to the world, and so, too, is the 
statement quoted above from 1 John 2. 
 

So, let us face the question in the light of these 
definitions. To be of the world can be summed up 
like this—it is life, thought of and lived, apart from 
God. In other words, what decides definitely and 
specifically whether you and I are of the world or 
not is not so much what we may do in particular as 
our fundamental attitude. It is an attitude towards 
everything, towards God, towards ourselves, and 
towards life in this world; in the last analysis, to be 
of the world is to view all these things apart from 
God.  

So, let us get rid of the idea that worldliness just 
means going to the theatre or the cinema; do not 
think that if you do this or that you are therefore a 
worldly person. It is not that, for there are many 
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the things of the Spirit of God, for they are foolish-
ness to him; and he cannot understand them, be-
cause they are spiritually appraised” (1 Corinthians 
2:14 NASB).  

 
“And you were dead in your trespasses and 

sins” (Ephesians 2:1 NASB)—dead to everything that 
is of the Spirit and of the soul and of eternity. These 
things make no impact upon those who are in the world. 
They do not see anything in them and they cannot un-
derstand people wasting their time on these things, 
which they find so dull. These poor people are just con-
fessing that they are spiritually dead in trespasses and in 
sins and their souls are in a state of death. 
 

But obviously this also manifests itself in the desires 
and pleasures, and the ambitions of such people. The 
general description is “For all that is in the world, the 
lust of the flesh and the lust of the eyes and the 
boastful pride of life, is not from the Father, but is 
from the world” (1 John 2:16 NASB), and that is a 
perfect analysis. In some people it seems to be a delight 
in the things that belong to the animal, to nature, to pure 
carnality. Life is full of it today, and men and women 
are only living to the flesh. They must always be read-
ing about it, so the newspapers and the periodicals are 
full of it. That is life, they say—it is astounding, but 
how true it is—the lust of the flesh. 

 
Then the lust of the eye. This is a little more refined, 

not quite so gross, but it is the same thing. It is a con-
cern about personal appearance. Think of the space that 
is given to this, too, in the press; think of the appalling 
amount of time and thought and money which people 
give merely to how they look, or to the figure they cut. 
They even study and practice the very way they walk—
a living soul and spirit, made in the image of God!—but 
that is the world. 

 
And then the pride of life, which is even more subtle 

than the lust of the eye. The things we boast of, the 
things about which we are so proud: our birth, our fami-
ly, our background, our forebears, the school we went 
to, the university in which we studied—are not these the 
things that are the pride of life? We preen and pride our-
selves on something that we are, and that somebody else 
is not. But it is all entirely of the flesh and the animal.  

 
These things are utterly irrelevant before God, but 

they are the things that the world likes—the pride of 
life, intellectual pride. These are the things that are char-
acteristic of the world, this is where it derives its pleas-
ure, this is its ambition. It is exalted by these things, it 
lives for them, it talks about them. These are the things 
which are supreme in people’s lives, this is their whole 

ing a way of life to us, and we absorb it uncon-
sciously—it is a domination, it is ‘the god of this 
world’. And the first thing that happens to a man 
when he is convicted of sin and begins to repent is 
that he realizes the thralldom, the power or the con-
trol of the world and its way. 

But let me divide it up into detail in order that 
we may think it through at our leisure. The world 
tends to control our thought, our outlook, and our 
mentality. The fact of the matter is that the whole 
thinking of the world conforms to a pattern. Oh, I 
know all about the different schools of thought, but 
in the end they all conform to a pattern, and they all 
have something in common. But surely, says some-
one, there is nothing in common between the com-
munist and the man who is extreme on the other 
side? I say that there is; they are both very much in-
terested in material things and material welfare and 
they are both probably controlled by this. There is a 
fundamental, common platform and they only differ 
in detail. One man says, ‘I ought to have this’, and 
the other man says, ‘No, I ought to have it’ and 
they quarrel with each other, but there is really no 
quarrel in their thought and outlook— ‘One touch 
of nature makes the whole world kin.’ 

 
The fundamental philosophy common to all is 

that all this thinking is entirely confined to this 
world. It is on that level and never rises above it. It 
has no revelation, it does not believe in such a 
thing—and indeed that is another way of dividing 
everybody in the world today. The Christian’s fun-
damental thinking is controlled by the Bible, by rev-
elation from above. Philosophy—what man thinks, 
what man has discovered—that is the characteristic 
of the world, and it is at that point that you see the 
utter folly of all the other divisions, because worldly 
thinking is all on the human level, and it never con-
tains anything from above. It is an outlook which 
never thinks of anything beyond this world, and this 
is true in all the different realms and departments.  

 
There is a hatred of the thought of death in the 

world today. I do not care which group of society 
people may come from, or what kind of person they 
are. They all hate it because they are living entirely 
for this life and for this world, and they are not pre-
pared to consider anything beyond it. That is charac-
teristic of the worldly outlook. 

 
But I can sum it all up by saying that the man 

who belongs to the world is completely dead to spir-
itual things. The classic statement of this is again 
made by the apostle Paul. These things, he says, are 
spiritual, and “But a natural man does not accept 
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practice, I am centered on God. This means, therefore, 
that in terms of the revelation of the Bible, I, like those 
people in Hebrews 11, view all things in this life and 
world according to that outlook. My governing thought 
is that I am a pilgrim and a stranger in this world, going 
on to God, so that of necessity I spend my time in think-
ing of my soul and of my destiny. I do not get annoyed 
when somebody faces me with the fact of death, be-
cause I remind myself of it day by day; I realize that this 
is the one thing I have to start with and that I am a fool 
if I do not. The Christian always holds that before him, 
his whole life is lived under God and he realizes the na-
ture of life in this world. He is controlling his life so that 
he does not foolishly spend most of his time and energy 
in trying to forget that it must come to an end. He delib-
erately keeps that before him. 

 
And from that, of course, follows this desire to 

know God and His love in Christ; a desire to be more 
like Christ; a desire to be holy; a desire to spend more 
and more time in fellowship with God and with Christ, 
that we may conform more and more to His image; a 
desire to be well pleasing in God’s sight. Let me put it 
as strongly as I can. When a man is like Christ he hates 
the world—the outlook, not the people—the mentality, 
the type of life. He realizes it is subtle, in that it is trying 
to keep him from God, whatever form it may take. He 
realizes, too, that these things are damnable, and against 
God. They take a pride in something that belongs to a 
fallen world, and he hates it as Christ hated it. He turns 
his back upon it, so he prays a great deal to be delivered 
from it. He separates himself as much as he can to med-
itate upon heavenly things and he lives his life in the 
fear of God. 

 
That is what the Bible tells us is meant by not being 

of the world even as Christ was not of the world (v. 16).  
John 17:16 (NASB)  
16 “They are not of the world, even as I am not of 
the world.” 

 
Oh, my beloved friends, let me plead with you to 

face this, to face it every day and never to forget it. The 
consequences are so vital. If you and I are of the world 
it means that Christ is not praying for us, but if we do 
belong to Him we are not of the world. Remember that 
God is your Father and that He will not let anything 
happen to you that will harm you. That does not mean 
that no distressing event will befall you, but that when it 
does, in the amazing will and purpose of God, even that 
is going to be a good thing, and you will understand it in 
glory. What a wonderful thing it is to go through life 
knowing that your life is in the hands of God, knowing 
that your Father is thus concerned about you and that 
your blessed Mediator who prayed for you on earth is 

outlook, and, I ask a solemn question, can it be said 
that those of us who are in the realm of the church 
are free from such things? Let every man examine 
himself. 

 
And, finally, the world shows itself in conduct, 

the conduct which corresponds with the outlook and 
the desire. The result is that people who are in the 
world live only for such things and on such a level. 
Let me put it quite plainly, for I want to show how 
universal this is. It is in all of us until the grace of 
God comes into our life and shows what it is, and 
makes us heed it, and delivers us out of it. It is a ter-
rible thing to think that there are many people 
around us who are living this sort of life. They are 
not guilty of the things I have just been mentioning 
but they are just living life for themselves and their 
families.  

 
Think of many quite ordinary people, quite re-

spectable people. They are not concerned about 
these subtle forms of sin which I have been enumer-
ating, but the tragedy about them is that they are just 
living for their own little family circle. They never 
think of God and they never praise Him. There are 
many thousands of such families living within the 
confines of life and time on earth, never rising 
above it all. 

 
All that, then, is the negative, it is ‘of the 

world’. That, says our Lord, is the kind of life 
which such people lead, and they are not the ones I 
am praying for here. 

 
But now let us look at the positive. The Chris-

tian is not like that, the Christian is like Christ Him-
self “I have manifested Your name to the men 
whom You gave Me out of the world; they were 
Yours and You gave them to Me, and they have 
kept Your word” (John 17:6 NASB). 
 

And again, in verse 16: “They are not of the 
world, even as I am not of the world.” Do I want 
to know for certain whether I am a Christian? Well, 
am I like those who are of the world? If I am not, I 
can take comfort, but I must be positive also. I must 
be like the Lord Jesus Christ. He says His people are 
like Him. Is He the center of my life? Is my relation-
ship to God the controlling thing in my life? I am 
not saying I am perfect, but, as I understand this 
teaching, I do say that I cannot be a Christian unless 
I can say quite honestly that the basis of my life is in 
God and that He is at the center.  

 
However much I may fail from time to time in 
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still interceding for you in heaven. 
 
To be ‘not of the world’ means that we are chil-

dren of God, though once we were ‘children of 
wrath’. Let us make no mistake about this. If you 
and I go out of this life belonging to the world, and 
of the world, we have nothing to look forward to but 
wrath. I do not know if you can tell me of a sadder 
statement in Scripture than John 17:9: “I pray not 
for the world.”  

John 17:9 (NASB)  
9 “I ask on their behalf; I do not ask on behalf 
of the world, but of those whom You have 
given Me; for they are Yours.” 
 
Those who are of the world are under the wrath 

of God until they come out of that position, until 
they believe in Christ and until they are saved and 
reconciled to God. He does not pray for them, they 
are just left, and it is an appalling thing to think that 
people who go out like that go to nothing but the 
wrath of God.  

 
Oh, the folly of being of the world! For, as John 

tells us, the world passes away and the lust thereof. 
Is it not astounding that everybody does not realize 
that? Let us pay heed to the warning of things that 
happen. The world is passing away. Your pride in 
your appearance, in your life and position, all you 
have and what you are, my friend, is decaying and 
rotting even as you are boasting of it. And a day will 
come when it will be useless, and your naked soul 
will be there alone. “The world is passing away, 
and also its lusts; but the one who does the will of 
God lives forever” (1 John 2:17 NASB). 
 

I trust that as the result of this examination we 
are all able to say quietly and to the glory of God, ‘I 
am not of the world, I belong to God in Jesus Christ 
and I am safe in His holy, heavenly keeping. Come 
what may, I can say that: 

 
Romans 8:38-39 (NASB)  
38 “For I am convinced that neither death, nor 
life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor things 
present, nor things to come, nor powers,  
39 nor height, nor depth, nor any other creat-
ed thing, will be able to separate us from the 
love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our 
Lord.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1 John 2  
Part 3 

 
  
As we continue our study, 1 John 2:3-11 constitutes a 
new section, a new trilogy of tests to complement those 
in 1 John 1.  One of the main purposes of 1 John is to 
provide the believer with a biblical foundation for assur-
ance, but it does that through these various “tests”.  
Every believer needs to take these tests.  John wants his 
readers to “know” beyond any shadow of a doubt that 
they truly are children of God.  The word “know” or 
“known” is used nearly 40 times in 5 chapters.  Know-
ing certain critical truths is one of the primary themes of 
1 John.  For instance, 1 John 5:13 says, 
 

 1Jn 5:13 These things I have written to you who be-
lieve in the name of the Son of God, that you may 
know that you have eternal life, and that you may 
continue to believe in the name of the Son of God.  

 
John is saying in that verse that the things that he has 
written to the believers are so that they may “know” 
that they are truly born again.  He does not want there to 
be any doubt in their mind.  I say this with caution and 
hopefully with a measure of humility, but someone who 
can be distinguished as a genuinely committed follower 
of Jesus Christ should not have a problem with the as-
surance of his or her salvation.  Why can I say that?  
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no hope of ever escaping the darkness and the torment 
that they find themselves in – and all because in a place 
just like this church, no one was willing to confront 
them with the reality of what constitutes genuine salva-
tion and what does not.  However, that is exactly what 
John is doing – exactly.  He is challenging a certain 
kind of life, a certain kind of mindset, and a certain kind 
of perspective that leads men into eternal judgment, 
even though they may actually be surrounded by the 
truth and hear it regularly and even confess it.  John’s 
purpose is not to talk people out of their salvation, but 
simply to validate the evidences of genuine New Testa-
ment salvation. 
 
Before we actually get started with the exposition of this 
section, we cannot lose sight of how John actually be-
gins this chapter.  In 1 John 2:1 he says that he is writ-
ing these things so that we “may not sin”.  Without re-
hearsing v1 again, sin simply means that a person is dis-
obedient to the revealed will of God.  Sin is anything 
that is condemned in the Bible.  It does not matter what 
it is.  If the Bible provides either a direct word or a 
guiding principle not to do something, then we should 
not do it.  Innately, we all know what sin is.  Let me il-
lustrate how knowledgeable we all are on this issue.  I 
am going to ask whether or not something is a sin and 
you simply reply with a yes or no. 
 
Are wearing blues socks a sin?  Yes or no.  Is riding a 
bicycle a sin?  Yes or no.  Is being unfaithful to your 
marriage partner a sin?  Yes or no.  Is stealing money 
from someone’s wallet a sin?  Yes or no.  Is writing a 
nice letter to a friend a sin?  Yes or no.  Is using God’s 
name in vain a sin?  Yes or no.  So, how do we all know 
whether these things are sin or not?  It is simply because 
the Word of God has revealed it to us.  Even our con-
science reveals to us what is right and what is wrong.  
You do not even have to be a Christian to know the 
right answers.  Sin is simply disobedience to the re-
vealed will of God.  We can sum it up like this: to live 
in continuous sin means that we simply are not gov-
erned and controlled by God and that the Word of God 
is not at the center of our life.  In a sense, it is to live as 
if God simply did not exist.  I do not know what may 
await any of you – I simply do not know.  You may be 
tried and afflicted.  You may be involved in a terrible 
accident.  You may be persecuted one day.  You may be 
stricken by an incurable disease.  What I do know, how-
ever, is that the one thing that really matters is whether 
or not you are right with God.  That is what really mat-
ters, and everything else is secondary to that one single 
issue of your life – are you right with God. 
 
Sin is utterly inconsistent with a true believer’s confes-
sion.  To continue to live in sin is to deny what we say 

Well, it is because that is what John says in this 
verse – right?  The Amplified Bible says that “you 
may know with settled and absolute knowledge”.  
The word “know” is in the subjunctive perfect ac-
tive tense.  The perfect tense is the Greek tense that 
states a fact about something that happened in the 
past, but what the perfect tense does is stress the re-
lationship of what happened in the past to the pre-
sent – to right now.  I.e., what good does it do some-
one to not know with certainty right now that they 
were actually saved in the past?  They will always 
be doubting their salvation, and actually demeaning 
the person of Christ by never truly believing that He 
saved them.  If you are truly saved, then you should 
know that, and you should know when it actually 
happened.  What would make us think otherwise?  
Can there be an exception to that?  Certainly.  How-
ever, our hermeneutical rule is that we do not build 
doctrine on exceptions.  We simply leave that up to 
a sovereign God.   
 
Just imagine for a moment what it will be like for 
someone who has lived their entire life under the 
illusion that they were saved, but in reality they nev-
er had been.  Just think of the myriad of different 
religions all over the world that have convinced peo-
ple of something that is not true, and their entire 
destiny is contingent on that false belief.  They have 
been given bad information.  I hate bad directions.  
Let us suppose that you were involved in a horrible 
automobile accident and in order to live you had to 
go immediately to the hospital.  There was simply 
not enough time for the ambulance to get there and 
you were in such critical condition and losing so 
much blood that you had to go immediately.  How-
ever, what if the person that was taking you did not 
know where the hospital was and got the wrong di-
rections from someone, and so they made several 
wrong turns and you did not make it to the hospital 
in time and died when you could have lived.  Well, 
that is exactly what is happening spiritually to so 
many people.  They are being given wrong direc-
tions on the most critical and vital information for 
their life and for their eternity. 
 
Just think of all of the places where pastors and 
teachers have watered down the gospel and made it 
a gospel of works or a social gospel or have dis-
guised the truth under the umbrella of easy-
believism – just say a prayer, sign a card, and attend 
a new members class.  Surely, none of us believe 
that there is anything like that whatsoever in the 
New Testament.  How utterly unimaginable and 
how eternally devastating it will be for the individu-
al who wakes up on the other side of eternity with 
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that we believe.  It is both inconsistent and contra-
dictory.  Sin will always lead a person into unhappi-
ness and misery – always.  Paul declared in Romans 
that “the wages of sin is death”.  We are just whis-
tling in the dark if we think that we can live in sin 
and find peace and contentment in our life.  They 
are mutually incompatible.  Sin makes you feel 
guilty.  It makes you irritable and short tempered.  It 
makes you unpleasant to be with.  It will rob you of 
God’s blessings on your life.  No wonder John 
wrote “these things I write to you, so that you 
may not sin”. 
 
So, obviously John is going to talk about sin, but he 
is going to talk about a particular kind of sin that 
reveals that someone is not actually saved.  This is 
very serious, and unfortunately may be very reveal-
ing about some people and where their life really 
stands before God.  Let us just assume that someone 
seems to always be grumpy and complaining.  They 
are hardly ever satisfied and seem to be fault find-
ers.  Well, obviously that is not God’s best for 
someone’s life, but that particular scenario may not 
necessarily reveal that someone is lost.  There simp-
ly is not enough substance to fit that into what John 
is going to say.  We all have different areas that 
need spiritual improvement, but John is going to be 
specific about a certain kind of sin – saying one 
thing, but doing another.  It is that simple.   
 
Obviously, salvation is something that God wants 
every believer to be absolutely sure about, and so 
for that reason John continues with three more spir-
itual “tests” to help the believer validate the reality 
of their salvation experience.  Someone having as-
surance of their salvation is an extremely vital link 
to actually enjoying their salvation.  I have never 
met someone who was struggling with their assur-
ance who seemed to have any effectiveness in their 
Christian life or in their Christian witness.  If some-
one has no assurance that they are saved, then they 
will never be able to actually enjoy the Christian 
life, and it is seriously doubtful that they will even 
be able to effectively live out their Christian life.  
They will always be struggling – always. 
 
So, once again John gives another series of tests 
similar to what he did in 1 John 1 so that the believ-
er can validate the reality of their salvation experi-
ence.  As he did in 1 John 1, John uses a similar 
phrase to introduce and identify the tests.  The 
phrase is “he who says” in 1 John 2:4, 6, and 9, 
and once again as it was in 1 John 1, each test is 
related to what a person says and whether or not 
what they say is consistent with how they live.  In 

just five verses in the first chapter, John consistently 
kept driving home the point that it is NOT enough to 
just say the right things.  Obviously, confessing the right 
things is a very critical attribute of genuine biblical sal-
vation, but it is only one part and certainly not the 
whole.  If I owe you some money and I tell you that I 
am going to pay it back, but I never do, I imagine that 
you would not consider my confession to be of any val-
ue, and I doubt seriously that you would ever loan me 
any money again.  Why?  It is because what I told you 
did not coincide with what I did.  In fact, my false con-
fession would probably validate to you personally that 
rather than being an honest person that I was in fact a 
dishonest person.  If I tell you that I am going to pick 
you up to go somewhere at 8AM, but I never show up, I 
doubt seriously that you would plan to go somewhere 
with me in the future.  Why?  It is because my words 
and my actions do not match-up.  John keeps saying this 
over and over.  There is no let up here. 
 
The point is really very simple – from a purely biblical 
perspective, just saying the right things is really not a 
basis for assurance.  In fact, what John is saying is that 
someone saying the right thing, but not actually living 
out what they confess is evidence that in all likelihood 
they may not be saved.  We must see that for these two 
chapters to have any impact on our lives.  Just because 
someone says something does not mean that it is true.  
For instance, I can tell you all day long that I am six 
foot four inches tall, but that would not make it true.  I 
can tell you that I am a good mechanic, but as soon as I 
worked on your car you would know that that was not 
the case at all.  I can tell you that I care about you, but if 
I never demonstrate what I said, then what I said has no 
meaning whatsoever. 
 
Now, the first test is given in 1 John 2:3-5. 
 

1Jn 2:3 Now by this we know that we know Him, if 
we keep His commandments. 4 He who says, "I 
know Him," and does not keep His command-
ments, is a liar, and the truth is not in him. 5 But 
whoever keeps His word, truly the love of God is 
perfected in him. By this we know that we are in 
Him. 

 
Notice that John uses the word “know” four different 
times and he uses the word “keep” three different times.  
John teaches by repetition.  He keeps saying the same 
thing over and over, but he keeps saying it in different 
ways.  We cannot miss this repetitive element of John’s 
teaching.  I have already forewarned you that you will 
grow weary of hearing me continue to repeat the same 
things from week to week.  However, that is what John 
does!  What John keeps repeating is exactly what he is 
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pattern of their life.  Unfortunately, much of contempo-
rary Christianity would lead you to believe that what 
John is addressing is spiritually outdated and not rele-
vant for the culture in which we live.  Then in contrast 
to v4, John gives some additional evidence for assur-
ance when he says, 
 

5 But whoever keeps His word, truly the love of 
God is perfected in him. By this we know that we 
are in Him. 

 
The Amplified Bible translates it this way, 

1Jn 2:5 But he who keeps (treasures) His Word [who 
bears in mind His precepts, who observes His 
message in its entirety], truly in him has the love 
of and for God been perfected (completed, 
reached maturity). By this we may perceive 
(know, recognize, and be sure) that we are in 
Him:  

 
John clearly states that continued obedience to the Word 
of God is a clear evidence of salvation.  At a personal 
level, I certainly do not want to just call someone a liar, 
but John says that if a person “says” that they that they 
know the Lord personally, that they have entered into a 
personal, saving relationship with Him, and yet there is 
no heartfelt obedience to Him, then John says that per-
son “is a liar” and that the truth simply is not in them.  I 
wonder if we really believe that, or are we willing to 
make excuses for people?  I wonder on which side of 
John’s declaration that we may fall. 
 
We all know and clearly understand that the Scriptures 
fully recognize the fact that believers will fail and that 
they will not always do what is right.  John dealt with 
that particular issue in some detail in 1 John 2:1-2 and 
he will deal with it in much greater detail in 1 John 3.  
That is exactly why he says that we have an 
“Advocate”  It is for when we do sin against God – and 
we will, and John made that perfectly clear in the use of 
the verb tense in 1 John 2:1 when he said “if anyone 
sins” which literally meant “if anyone sins, and it will 
happen”.  However, what John is clearly establishing is 
that when genuine salvation has taken place in a per-
son’s life that there will be a very definite, visible, and 
evident response of heart felt obedience to the Word of 
God.  I say this with as much grace and humility as I 
can, but if you are here today and you know that in your 
life that there really is not or never has been any real 
desire for your life to be fully committed to the will of 
God, to the Word of God, and to obedience to the clear 
commands of Jesus Christ, then the Word of God clear-
ly teaches that there is a real question regarding what 
you may consider to be your personal salvation experi-
ence.  If we do not allow the Word of God to provide 

emphasizing, and in these three verses John is con-
necting knowing with keeping.  It is only my opin-
ion, but I think the reason that John kept repeating 
himself is because he was not sure that his audience 
would actually believe him if he only said it once.  
We know in these first 21 verses that he will empha-
size the same thing six different times in a total of 
11 verses. 
 
The word “keep” is the Greek word “tereo”.  It is a 
word that means to guard something from loss or 
injury by keeping an eye on it.  It is the idea of 
watching over something very carefully and dili-
gently.  It means to guard something, to protect it.  It 
is the idea that you have something that you consid-
er to be a treasure, and so you are incredibly diligent 
to guard that treasure.  My wife is my treasure, and I 
am going to guard her and protect her the very best 
that I can.  Our children and our grandchildren are 
our treasure, and we are going to do everything in 
our power to protect them from any kind of harm.  
This word “keep” is a particularly important New 
Testament word that is primarily used in reference 
to obeying and keeping God’s commandments.  For 
instance, it is same word that is used in John 14:15 
when Jesus told His disciples, 

Jn 14:15 "If you love Me, keep My command-
ments. 

 
So, what John is clearly repeating in these series of 
tests is that it is not enough for someone to simply 
confess that they are saved, but alongside of that 
confession there must clearly be obedience and the 
keeping of God’s Word.  John is very blunt and very 
specific about all of this.  Listen to his bluntness in 1 
John 2:4 and then his contrast with his conclusion 
in 1 John 2:5. 
 

1Jn 2:4 He who says, "I know Him," and does 
not keep His commandments, is a liar, and the 
truth is not in him. 

 
For someone to “say” that they know Christ, but 
then not keep His Word, John says that person “is a 
liar”.  That is as blunt as it gets.  Hopefully, it is 
easy to appreciate that John does not want anyone to 
be confused or deceived about genuine salvation.  
This is not salvation by works – not at all.  John is 
providing the undeniable evidence of the very nature 
of genuine salvation and what it actually produces in 
a believer’s life.  It does not produce disobedience 
and lying.  It simply does not produce those kinds of 
results in a person’s life.  Those things may certain-
ly happen in someone’s life, but it will not be the 
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definition as to what truly constitutes salvation, then 
we will simply make a god after our own image and 
after our own imagination.  We will fall prey to 
what we could call “American or cultural Christiani-
ty”, but not biblical Christianity.  It is not the person 
who “says”, but the person who “keeps” who can 
have any assurance of their salvation. 
 
I am convinced, as hopefully you are, that the Chris-
tian life is just that – it is a certain kind of life that 
has a very particular quality to it.  It is highly visible 
and highly recognizable.  It is not just a set of rules 
or a particular confession, but a life, a way of life, a 
lifestyle.  It is so much more than just simply agree-
ing intellectually to certain truths – which is exactly 
what many people have done and what many people 
are basing their salvation on.  They have made the 
right verbal confession, but they have not allowed 
that confession to govern and control their life.  We 
all know plenty of people who sincerely believe that 
there is a God, but they are not willing to fully com-
mit and entrust their life to Him.  Anything of value 
must be tested in order to determine its authenticity 
and genuineness.  What John says here very simply 
is that the primary way for a professing believer to 
examine the reality of their profession is to examine 
their conduct and how they are actually living.  For 
many professing Christians their profession is only 
superficial and has no real or meaningful substance 
to it – and that is incredibly tragic. 
 
How can you truly know if you know Christ?  John 
says that it is very, very simple.  1 John 2:3, 
 

1Jn 2:3 Now by this we know that we know Him, 
if we keep His commandments. 

 
Here then is the first test – what is our life like?  
How do we live?  Are we keeping His command-
ments?  Obedience is and always has been the true 
test for measuring the reality of someone’s confes-
sion regarding biblical salvation.  Do not let anyone 
steal this truth from you and do not be afraid to con-
front those you love with its reality.  He says it in a 
negative way in 1 John 2:4 to identify who is NOT 
a true believer when he says, 
 

Jn 2:4 He who says, "I know Him," and does not 
keep His commandments, is a liar, and the 
truth is not in him. 

 
A person who is constantly saying false things about 
biblical salvation simply reveals that they do not 
know the truth.  The truth is not actually “IN” that 

person.  They may “say” that it does, but their life re-
veals that it is not. 
 
1 John 2:5 says the same thing again, but in a positive 
way, 
 

1Jn 2:5 But whoever keeps His word, truly the love 
of God is perfected in him. By this we know that 
we are in Him. 

 
This verse very clearly states that the person who is obe-
dient to the Word of God is “in Him”, or in our terms, 
is saved.  So, contrasting these two individuals and their 
spiritual scenarios is John’s grammatical tool for vali-
dating someone who is saved and someone who is not 
saved.  John is not being harsh, he is not being mean, 
and he is not being judgmental.  John is simply provid-
ing a biblical basis for discernment – obedience vs. dis-
obedience.  Obedience equates to being saved.  Disobe-
dience equates to not being saved. 
 
The first word for “keep” in v3 is in the indicative pre-
sent active tense.  I.e., John is stating a fact (indicative 
mood), but because it is in the present tense it means 
that the person is continually keeping His command-
ments – continually, constantly, as a habit of their life, 
repeatedly, persistently, and consistently.  That is what 
the present tense means.  Because it is in the active 
voice, it means that the individual is the one doing the 
action.   
 
The second word for “keep” is in v4.  The word for 
“does not keep” is actually a participle in the present 
active tense.  So, it means that the individual is continu-
ally, constantly, as a habit of their life, repeatedly, per-
sistently, and consistently NOT keeping His command-
ments.  John says that the person who is living that way 
“is a liar, and the truth is not in him.”  The “truth is 
not in him”, and therefore, living by the truth and al-
lowing the truth of God’s Word to dictate and control 
the person’s life is not a part of their life.  This verse 
makes the truth clearly evident.  This verse clearly iden-
tifies someone who is NOT a Christian. 
 
We have been conditioned in our Christian culture to 
accommodate almost anyone who says the right things.  
We are almost trained NOT to challenge people, but to 
accept everyone who says the right things.  I.e., we have 
maximized confession as the basis of salvation, and 
minimized continuing obedience as genuine evidence of 
salvation.  In reality, we have gotten the truth complete-
ly backwards and in the process have probably done the 
greatest disservice we could possibly do for someone.  
In reality, we have made it easier for them to live in 
their sin and to believe that they are actually saved when 
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most likely they are not.  Now, how dangerous and 
tragic is that?  It is not that we are confrontational, 
but rather that the truth is confrontational.  When you 
drive faster than the 55mph posted speed limit, it is 
not the sign telling you that that is confrontational, 
but it is the law that is confronting you.  When a per-
son continually, constantly, as a habit of their life, 
repeatedly, persistently, and consistently lives in open 
sin and disobedience to what they know are the clear 
commandments of Scripture, it is actually the Word 
of God that is confronting them so that they can be 
saved.  When we address open sin in a person’s life, 
it is really the Word of God that is confronting and 
challenging them, but generally they will accuse the 
true believer as being judgmental and a hypocrite. 
 
The third use of the word “keep” is in v5, but it is in 
the subjunctive present active tense.  By putting it in 
the subjunctive mood as a possibility rather than the 
indicative mood as a fact, what John is saying is that 
in the future when the true believer is confronted with 
obedience or disobedience that they will choose obe-
dience.  That is the very nature of their life.  They are 
committed to being a true “follower” of Christ.  I.e., 
true believers are committed to obeying what they 
know is right.  They are continually, constantly, as a 
habit of their life, repeatedly, persistently, and con-
sistently keeping and obeying the Word of God.  It is 
their lifestyle, the habit of their life, the way that they 
live.  They are not making excuses, rationalizing, 
making it sound like they are the exception, or justi-
fying and excusing their sin.  When they sin, they 
know it is sin, they confess it as sin, and they are 
cleansed from it.  They do not make a habit of vindi-
cating and defending what they are doing that is 
wrong.  If you ask someone who says that they are a 
Christian, but who is living in open sin, rather than 
repenting of that sin, they will generally rationalize, 
justify, and excuse their sin.  They will vindicate 
themselves for what they are doing and then justify 
what they are doing.  This is the clear difference be-
tween a true believer and a false or pseudo believer.  
This is the clear difference between genuine salvation 
and a false salvation.  Unfortunately this scenario is 
very prevalent in our church culture. 
 
 
ENDNOTES: 
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2Vine’s, 617. 
3Zodhiates, 1380. 
4Harris, Greek English Dictionary, tereo, electronic 
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