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The Call of God's Prophet Isaiah: Three Elements 
Necessary to Serve God,  Isaiah 6:1-13  

(Isaiah 6:1-13)  Introduction: many are called but few are chosen  (Matthew 20:16; Matthew 
22:14). 

Matthew 20:16 (NASB) 
16  "So the last shall be first, and the first last." 
Matthew 22:14 (NASB) 
14  "For many are called, but few are chosen." 

What exactly does this mean? Simply that many individuals have been called by God to 
minister to people, but few have ever responded to the call. Far more have rejected the call to 
service than have responded positively. When an opportunity to minister crosses our path, we 
should grasp the opportunity. We should meet whatever need there is lying in our path. We 
should never neglect a person or persons in need—whether hungry, impoverished, sick, hurting 
or otherwise, not if the person is truly in need. No matter what the call to service may be, if the 
call comes from God, we should surrender to the call. 

In the year that King Uzziah died, the LORD gave Isaiah an extraordinary vision of Himself. 
Obviously, young Isaiah needed this very special encounter with the LORD. Why this was 
necessary is not specifically stated, but several reasons can be gleaned from Scripture. 

First, Isaiah's faith needed to be strengthened. He needed to know beyond any doubt who the 
LORD is and the extreme importance of the message being given to him. It was the LORD of 
hosts, the sovereign Creator and Majesty of the universe who was calling the young man to 
proclaim God's message to the world. 

Second, Isaiah evidently needed to be humbled. He needed to be shown just what terrible 
sinners he and the people were, especially when seen in the light of God's glory and holiness 
(v.3,  5). 

Isaiah 6:3 (NASB) 
3  "And one called out to another and said, "Holy, Holy, Holy, is the LORD of 
hosts, The whole earth is full of His glory." 
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Isaiah 6:5 (NASB) 
5  "Then I said, "Woe is me, for I am ruined! Because I am a man of unclean 
lips, And I live among a people of unclean lips; For my eyes have seen the 
King, the LORD of hosts." 

Third, Isaiah needed to be stirred with a renewed sense of urgency to proclaim God's 
warning of coming judgment. It was absolutely essential that the people repent, turn back to the 
LORD if they were to escape the coming judgment. If they failed to repent, God's execution of 
justice was sure to sweep down upon them. 

Fourth, Isaiah evidently needed to be prepared for a challenging and difficult ministry. The 
people's hearts were hard, their ears deaf, and their eyes blinded to the truth of God's Word that 
He alone is the only living and true God. Therefore, they had to be charged to worship Him alone 
and to obey Him, living righteous and holy lives as His commandments stipulate. 

Fifth, this was a critical time in the history of the nation. King Uzziah was either dying or 
else already dead. Under Uzziah's leadership the nation had flourished economically and 
militarily. The king had launched a massive program of public works and construction projects 
in addition to strengthening the military. As a result, there was little or no unemployment. The 
people were very successful in their businesses, agriculture, and ranching ventures. Almost 
everyone had a prosperous lifestyle. However, in the latter years of Uzziah's reign, he slipped 
into sin and exposed a terrible flaw in his character. He was seen to be full of pride and self-
importance. Shockingly, he had forced his way into the temple and assumed the role of a priest, 
God's appointed intercessor. Usurping the position of a priest was a very serious offense in the 
eyes of the LORD. For that reason, the LORD had afflicted Uzziah with leprosy, and he was forced 
to live in isolation until his death. Left with no choice, King Uzziah had to put his son Jotham in 
charge of the government as his co-regent upon the throne. 

Although unknown to Isaiah and the people of his day, Uzziah's death was to mark a major 
change in the history of the Jews. Following the reign of King Uzziah, the prosperity and peace 
that the nation had known began to decline. His son Jotham was a good king, but Jotham's son 
Ahaz was a terrible ruler. He led the nation in a downward spiral of wickedness and false 
worship. Although the tide was turned back to righteousness under Hezekiah's rule, Isaiah was to 
have a very difficult ministry. 

The prophet's ministry was launched in the year that King Uzziah died, the very period in 
which the utter disintegration of the nation began. Of course, the LORD knew the significance of 
the historical change that was taking place. He knew the desperate need of the people for a 
prophet who would courageously stand before them and proclaim the Word of the living LORD. 
To this end, Isaiah was being called. He was to minister to a nation that was declining, marching 
ever so rapidly down the spiral of utter disintegration and ruin. The people were given over to 
greed and covetousness, indulgence and drunkenness, lies and deception, pride and arrogance, 
and the mockery and persecution of the righteous. In fact, throughout Isaiah's entire ministry he 
faced a people with perverted values, a people who called evil good and good evil. 
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Sadly, the society of his day turned away from the LORD and to false gods and false worship. 
The people were given over to sin and wickedness. Facing the death of King Uzziah and the 
resulting shift in government, Isaiah felt a desperate need to seek the face of the LORD. As 
always, when any genuine believer seeks the LORD, the LORD meets the believer's need. In 
Isaiah's case, the LoRD gave him a very special vision of Himself. Isaiah actually saw the LORD 
sitting on the throne of God, high and exalted in the heavenly temple. Through this encounter 
with the LORD, Isaiah was set apart for the very special ministry to which he was being called. 
This is, The Call of God's Prophet, Isaiah: Three Elements Necessary to Serve God,  Isaiah  
6:1-13. 

1. A vision of the LORD (vv.1-4). 
2. A conviction of unworthiness: all are sinners and need 

cleansing (vv.5-7). 
3. A surrender to the LORD, to His call and commission (vv.8-13). 

1.  (Isaiah 6:1-4)  A Vision of the Lord, A Vision of the Lord is Essential for Service— A 
Vision of the Lord is Essential for a Call – Called, A Vision of the Lord is Essential to See 
the Lord— A Vision of the Lord is Essential for Ministers, — Three Essentials—The 
Exaltation of God, A Vision of the Majesty of God, A Vision of the Holiness of God, A 
Vision of the Glory of God, A Vision of the Power of God, A Vision of the Presence of God, 
A Vision of the Temple, A Heavenly Vision of Jesus Christ, This was the Vision of Isaiah: 
in order to serve the Lord, a person needs a vision of the Lord. 

Isaiah 6:1-4 (NASB) 
1  "In the year of King Uzziah's death I saw the Lord sitting on a throne, lofty 
and exalted, with the train of His robe filling the temple. 
2  Seraphim stood above Him, each having six wings: with two he covered his 
face, and with two he covered his feet, and with two he flew. 
3  And one called out to another and said, "Holy, Holy, Holy, is the LORD of 
hosts, The whole earth is full of His glory." 
4  And the foundations of the thresholds trembled at the voice of him who 
called out, while the temple was filling with smoke." 

A person must know the Lord and understand who He is before he can adequately serve Him. 
This was true of Isaiah and it is true of every genuine believer, especially the ministers and 
teachers of God's Holy Word. 

1. The LoRD gave Isaiah a vision of His exaltation and majesty (N  .1). 
Isaiah 6:1 (NASB) 
1 "In the year of King Uzziah's death I saw the Lord sitting on a throne, lofty 
and exalted, with the train of His robe filling the temple." 

Isaiah actually saw the LORD sitting on His heavenly throne, high and exalted. Obviously, this 
was the highest, most elevated throne Isaiah had ever seen or imagined. It was the throne of the 
King of kings Himself, the Lord Jesus Christ. The  Gospel of John  confirms this fact, for he 

3 



02-18-18 
Series: The Book of Romans 

clearly says that it was Christ sitting on the heavenly throne in all His glory and majesty  (John  
12:41). 

John 12:41 (NASB) 
41 "These things Isaiah said because he saw His glory, and he spoke of Him." 

The LORD was exalted as the sovereign God over all the universe: above, before, and over all 
that exists. Transcending everything, He was exalted above all rulers and governments 
throughout the universe. He held dominion, ruled and reigned, over all powers and principalities, 
both in this world and the spiritual world. 

Isaiah also saw the LORD'S flowing robes fill the heavenly sanctuary. Because of His majesty 
and royalty, no person was able to stand in His immediate presence or to gaze into His holy face. 
The train of His robe filled the entire temple. 

2. The LORD gave Isaiah a vision of His holiness and glory  (vv.2-3).  
Isaiah 6:2-3 (NASB) 
2  Seraphim stood above Him, each having six wings: with two he covered his 
face, and with two he covered his feet, and with two he flew. 
3  And one called out to another and said, "Holy, Holy, Holy, is the LORD of 
hosts, The whole earth is full of His glory." 

Flying above the LORD'S throne were a number of spectacular creatures called seraphim, who 
are not mentioned anywhere else in Scripture. The word "seraphim"  (sarap)  means "burning 
ones, suggesting a burning purity and zeal for the LORD. Perhaps their presence suggests 
the burning, consuming fire of God's holiness in executing His justice and judgment." In 
appearance, the seraphim were apparently like humans in that they had faces, feet, and voices. 

But they were unlike humans in that they had six wings. 
1) = With two wings they covered their faces, indicating their unworthiness and 

humility. They were not worthy to gaze upon the face of the Holy One. 
2) With two other wings they covered their feet, perhaps indicating their 

reverence for the LORD. They are not worthy to stand before the LORD. 
3) = With the other two wings they flew or hovered above the throne of God, 

possibly signifying their continued ministry of proclaiming God's holiness and 
glory. However, their flying could also signify a readiness to undertake any task 
assigned by the LORD. 

Isaiah saw and heard the seraphim's fervent, unbroken praise of God's holiness and glory 
(v.3). 
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Isaiah 6:2-3 (NASB) 
2  Seraphim stood above Him, each having six wings: with two he covered his 
face, and with two he covered his feet, and with two he flew. 
3  And one called out to another and said, "Holy, Holy, Holy, is the LORD of 
hosts, The whole earth is full of His glory." 

Flying above the LORD'S throne were a number of spectacular creatures called seraphim, who 
are not mentioned anywhere else in Scripture. The word "seraphim"  (sarap)  means "burning 
ones, suggesting a burning purity and zeal for the LORD. Perhaps their presence suggests 
the burning, consuming fire of God's holiness in executing His justice and judgment." In 
appearance, the seraphim were apparently like humans in that they had faces, feet, and voices. 

But they were unlike humans in that they had six wings. 
1) = With two wings they covered their faces, indicating their unworthiness and 

humility. They were not worthy to gaze upon the face of the Holy One. 
2) With two other wings they covered their feet, perhaps indicating their 

reverence for the LORD. They are not worthy to stand before the LORD. 
3) = With the other two wings they flew or hovered above the throne of God, 

possibly signifying their continued ministry of proclaiming God's holiness and 
glory. However, their flying could also signify a readiness to undertake any task 
assigned by the LORD. 

Isaiah saw and heard the seraphim's fervent, unbroken praise of God's holiness and glory 
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Isaiah 6:2-3 (NASB) 
3 "And one called out to another and said, "Holy, Holy, Holy, is the LORD of 
hosts, The whole earth is full of His glory." 

Obviously, this was their primary ministry. With the deepest fervency possible, the seraphim 
called back and forth to each other: "Holy, holy, holy, is the LORD of hosts [LORD Almighty]: 
the whole earth is full of his glory." 
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The threefold repetition of holy emphasizes that holiness is the most essential 
characteristic of the LORD. Holiness is the very essence of God's being. Holy (qadosh) means 
"to be set apart, separated, distinctive, different, transcendent. It also has the idea of 
perfection, purity, and moral cleanness." The LORD is totally set apart, entirely different from 
all beings throughout the universe, including mankind. From the very presence of God flows the 
blazing light of perfection and purity. The very nature of God is light, the brilliance and splendor 
of light, the most pure light imaginable. As Scripture says, "God is light, and in Him is no 
darkness at all"  (1  John 1:5). 

Being holy—the very essence and energy of pure light—God can have no part with evil or 
things associated with evil. Thus anyone who wishes to be associated with God must be holy 
even as He is holy. But since no person can achieve such holiness or perfection, a person must 
come to the LORD and beg for cleansing. This will be dealt with in the next point. For now, 
God's holiness is the focus. God's holiness shines forth as a witness to His perfection. In fact, the 
blazing glory of God's presence (His holiness and light) shines so brightly that there will be no 
need for a sun in the New Jerusalem  (Revelation 21:23). 

Revelation 21:23 (NASB) 
23  "And the city has no need of the sun or of the moon to shine on it, for the 
glory of God has illumined it, and its lamp is the Lamb." 

Isaiah 6:2-3 (NASB) 
3  "And one called out to another and said, "Holy, Holy, Holy, is the LORD of 
hosts, The whole earth is full of His glory." 

Note the second part of the seraphim's song: they declare "the whole earth is full of His 
glory." 

Creation—the heavens and earth—declare the glory of God. Wherever we look, whether at 
the starry sky at night or the astounding beauty of nature, the incomprehensible glory of God is 
evident. 

3. The LORD gave Isaiah a vision of His power and presence  (3,1). 
Isaiah 6:4 (NASB) 
4  "And the foundations of the thresholds trembled at the voice of him who 
called out, while the temple was filling with smoke." 

As the seraphim cried out, the power of their deep voices shook the very foundation of the 
temple. Even the huge doorposts and thresholds trembled. Witnessing this would remind Isaiah 
of God's awesome power and of the angelic agents who were available to execute God's justice 
upon the earth. 

Isaiah also saw smoke fill the temple. Most likely, this smoke was a cloud of glory that 
symbolized the LORD's holy presence. His cloud of glory, His presence, had led the Israelites 
through the wilderness journeys and had also filled Solomon's temple on the day it was 
dedicated  (Exodus 13:21; Exodus 16:10; 1 Kings 8:10-13). 
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Exodus 13:21 (NASB) 
21 "The LORD was going before them in a pillar of cloud by day to lead them 
on the way, and in a pillar of fire by night to give them light, that they might 
travel by day and by night." 
Exodus 16:10 (NASB) 
10 "It came about as Aaron spoke to the whole congregation of the sons of 
Israel, that they looked toward the wilderness, and behold, the glory of the 
LORD appeared in the cloud." 
1 Kings 8:10-13 (NASB) 
1° "It happened that when the priests came from the holy place, the cloud 
filled the house of the LORD, 
11  so that the priests could not stand to minister because of the cloud, for the 
glory of the LORD filled the house of the LORD. 
12  Then Solomon said, "The LORD has said that He would dwell in the thick 
cloud. 
13 1 have surely built You a lofty house, A place for Your dwelling forever." 

Thought 1.  Any person who truly desires to serve the LORD must have a clear vision of 
the Lord. The individual must know the Lord and know who He is before he can serve 
Him as Lord. This is true for all genuine believers, but especially for those in leadership 
positions such as ministers and teachers of God's Holy Word. 

1) To serve the Lord, we must see the Lord exalted, sitting upon the throne of 
the universe in all His majestic glory. If we do not know that Christ is Lord, 
how can we lead people to honor and worship Him, to surrender their lives to Him 
and obey His Holy Word? 

Unless we know that Jesus Christ is Lord, we waste our time trying to serve 
Him. Of what value is any ministry in His Name unless He is Lord? If Jesus 
Christ were not truly Lord, He would not deserve the worship or service of any 
person. Therefore, God's Holy Word declares to us time and again the wonderful 
truth that Jesus Christ is the exalted, sovereign Lord of the universe. 
Mark 16:19 (NASB) 
19  "So then, when the Lord Jesus had spoken to them, He was received up 
into heaven and sat down at the right hand of God." 
Luke 22:69 (NASB) 
69  "But from now on THE SON OF MAN WILL BE SEATED AT THE 
RIGHT HAND of the power OF GOD." 
Acts 2:32-36 (NASB) 
32  "This Jesus God raised up again, to which we are all witnesses. 
33  Therefore having been exalted to the right hand of God, and having 
received from the Father the promise of the Holy Spirit, He has poured forth 
this which you both see and hear. 
34  For it was not David who ascended into heaven, but he himself says: 'THE 
LORD SAID TO MY LORD, "SIT AT MY RIGHT HAND, 
35  UNTIL I MAKE YOUR ENEMIES A FOOTSTOOL FOR YOUR FEET."' 
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36  Therefore let all the house of Israel know for certain that God has made 
Him both Lord and Christ—this Jesus whom you crucified." 
Acts 5:30-31 (NASB) 
30  "The God of our fathers raised up Jesus, whom you had put to death by 
hanging Him on a cross. 
31  He is the one whom God exalted to His right hand as a Prince and a Savior, 
to grant repentance to Israel, and forgiveness of sins." 
Romans 10:9-10 (NASB) 
9  "That if you confess with your mouth Jesus as Lord, and believe in your 
heart that God raised Him from the dead, you will be saved; 
1° for with the heart a person believes, resulting in righteousness, and with 
the mouth he confesses, resulting in salvation." 
Romans 14:9 (NASB) 
9  "For to this end Christ died and lived again, that He might be Lord both of 
the dead and of the living." 
1 Corinthians 1:9 (NASB) 
9  "God is faithful, through whom you were called into fellowship with His 
Son, Jesus Christ our Lord." 
1 Corinthians 12:3 (NASB) 
3  "Therefore I make known to you that no one speaking by the Spirit of God 
says, "Jesus is accursed"; and no one can say, "Jesus is Lord," except by the 
Holy Spirit." 
Ephesians 1:20-22 (NASB) 
20  "[God's mighty power] which He brought about in Christ, when He raised 
Him from the dead and seated Him at His right hand in the heavenly places, 
21  far above all rule and authority and power and dominion, and every name 
that is named, not only in this age but also in the one to come." 
22  And He put all things in subjection under His feet, and gave Him as head 
over all things to the church, 
Philippians 2:9-10 (NASB) 
9  "For this reason also, God highly exalted Him, and bestowed on Him the 
name which is above every name, 
10 so that at the name of Jesus EVERY KNEE WILL BOW, of those who are 
in heaven and on earth and under the earth." 
1 Peter 3:22 (NASB) 
22  "[Jesus Christ] who is at the right hand of God, having gone into heaven, 
after angels and authorities and powers had been subjected to Him." 
Revelation 5:12 (NASB) 
12 "Saying with a loud voice, "Worthy is the Lamb that was slain to receive 
power and riches and wisdom and might and honor and glory and blessing." 

2) To serve the Lord, we must see the holiness and glory or Christ. If Jesus 
Christ were not the holy and sinless Son of God, He could not be the Savior of the 
world. He would be as short of God's glory as we are and as guilty of sin as we 
are. He would need a Savior as much as we do. But the wonderful truth is this: 
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Jesus Christ is the Son of God, holy and sinless, the Savior of the world. If we do 
not know Him as our Redeemer, how can we proclaim His salvation? 

If we believe Jesus Christ is only another man, guilty of sin, there is no value 
in lifting Him up as the Savior of the world. He would be nothing more than a 
mere human being. But the unequivocal declaration of God's Holy Word is this 
wonderful truth: Jesus Christ is the holy, sinless Son of God. 

John 8:46 (NASB) 
46  "Which one of you convicts Me of sin? If I speak truth, why do you not 
believe Me?" 
2 Corinthians 5:21 (NASB) 
21  "He made Him who knew no sin to be sin on our behalf, so that we might 
become the righteousness of God in Him." 
Hebrews 1:9 (NASB) 
9  "YOU HAVE LOVED RIGHTEOUSNESS AND HATED LAWLESSNESS; 
THEREFORE GOD, YOUR GOD, HAS ANOINTED YOU WITH THE OIL 
OF GLADNESS ABOVE YOUR COMPANIONS." 
Hebrews 4:15 (NASB) 
15  "For we do not have a high priest who cannot sympathize with our 
weaknesses, but One who has been tempted in all things as we are, yet 
without sin." 
Hebrews 5:9 (NASB) 
9  "And having been made perfect, He became to all those who obey Him the 
source of eternal salvation." 
Hebrews 7:25-26 (NASB) 
25  "Therefore He is able also to save forever those who draw near to God 
through Him, since He always lives to make intercession for them. 
26  For it was fitting for us to have such a high priest, holy, innocent, 
undefiled, separated from sinners and exalted above the heavens." 
Hebrews 7:28 (NASB) 
28  "For the Law appoints men as high priests who are weak, but the word of 
the oath, which came after the Law, appoints a Son, made perfect forever." 
1 Peter 1:18-19 (NASB) 
18 "Knowing that you were not redeemed with perishable things like silver or 
gold from your futile way of life inherited from your forefathers, 
19  but with precious blood, as of a lamb unblemished and spotless, the blood 
of Christ." 
1 Peter 2:22-24 (NASB) 
22  "WHO COMMITTED NO SIN, NOR WAS ANY DECEIT FOUND IN HIS 
MOUTH; 
23  and while being reviled, He did not revile in return; while suffering, He 
uttered no threats, but kept entrusting Himself to Him who judges 
righteously; 
24 and He Himself bore our sins in His body on the cross, so that we might 
die to sin and live to righteousness; for by His wounds you were healed." 
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1 John 3:5 (NASB) 
5 "You know that He appeared in order to take away sins; and in Him there 
is no sin." 
Isaiah 53:6 (NASB) 
6 "All of us like sheep have gone astray, Each of us has turned to his own 
way; But the LORD has caused the iniquity of us all To fall on Him." 
Isaiah 53:9 (NASB) 
9  "His grave was assigned with wicked men, Yet He was with a rich man in 
His death, Because He had done no violence, Nor was there any deceit in His 
mouth." 

3) To serve the Lord, we must know His power and presence. We must know 
that He has the power to deliver us from the bondage of sin and death, the power 
to deliver us through all trials and temptations. In addition, we must know that the 
Lord's presence is always with us, guiding and leading us victoriously throughout 
life. Listen to what God's Holy Word says about the Lord's power: 

Matthew 9:6-7 (NASB) 
6  "But so that you may know that the Son of Man has authority on earth to 
forgive sins"—then He *said to the paralytic, "Get up, pick up your bed and 
go home." 
7  And he got up and went home." 
Matthew 18:20 (NASB) 
20  "For where two or three have gathered together in My name, I am there in 
their midst." 
Matthew 28:18 (NASB) 
18  "And Jesus came up and spoke to them, saying, "All authority has been 
given to Me in heaven and on earth." 
Matthew 28:20 (NASB) 
20  "Teaching them to observe all that I commanded you; and lo, I am with 
you always, even to the end of the age." 
John 17:2 (NASB) 
2  "Even as You gave Him authority over all flesh, that to all whom You have 
given Him, He may give eternal life." 
Acts 10:38 (NASB) 
38  "You know of Jesus of Nazareth, how God anointed Him with the Holy 
Spirit and with power, and how He went about doing good and healing all 
who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with Him." 
Romans 1:4 (NASB) 
4  "Who was declared the Son of God with power by the resurrection from the 
dead, according to the Spirit of holiness, Jesus Christ our Lord." 
Ephesians 3:20 (NASB) 
20  "Now to Him who is able to do far more abundantly beyond all that we ask 
or think, according to the power that works within us." 
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Hebrews 1:3 (NASB) 
3  "And He is the radiance of His glory and the exact representation of His 
nature, and upholds all things by the word of His power. When He had made 
purification of sins, He sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high." 
Genesis 28:15 (NASB) 
15  "Behold, I am with you and will keep you wherever you go, and will bring 
you back to this land; for I will not leave you until I have done what I have 
promised you." 
Exodus 33:14 (NASB) 
14  "And He said, "My presence shall go with you, and I will give you rest." 
Deuteronomy 20:1 (NASB) 
1 "When you go out to battle against your enemies and see horses and 
chariots and people more numerous than you, do not be afraid of them; for 
the LORD your God, who brought you up from the land of Egypt, is with 
you." 
Psalm 40:17 (NASB) 
17  "Since I am afflicted and needy, Let the Lord be mindful of me. You are 
my help and my deliverer; Do not delay, 0 my God." 
Isaiah 40:31 (NASB) 
31  "Yet those who wait for the LORD Will gain new strength; They will 
mount up with wings like eagles, They will run and not get tired, They will 
walk and not become weary." 
Isaiah 41:10 (NASB) 
1° "Do not fear, for I am with you; Do not anxiously look about you, for I am 
your God. I will strengthen you, surely I will help you, Surely I will uphold 
you with My righteous right hand." 
Isaiah 43:1-2 (NASB) 
1 "But now, thus says the LORD, your Creator, 0 Jacob, And He who formed 
you, 0 Israel, "Do not fear, for I have redeemed you; I have called you by 
name; you are Mine! 
2  "When you pass through the waters, I will be with you; And through the 
rivers, they will not overflow you. When you walk through the fire, you will 
not be scorched, Nor will the flame burn you." 

10 


	Page 1
	Page 2
	Page 3
	Page 4
	Page 5
	Page 6
	Page 7
	Page 8
	Page 9
	Page 10
	Page 11
	Page 12

