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THE PROPHECIES OF REBUKE AND HOPE 
GIVEN TO JUDAH AND JERUSALEM:  
AN OVERVIEW OF THE PRESENT AND FUTURE 
OF GOD’S PEOPLE                                                              (5)                            
Pastor Eddie Ildefonso     
Isaiah 1:1-12:6                                              (Continuation from 03/11/18) 

 

The Call of God’s Prophet Isaiah: Three Elements 
Necessary to Serve God, Isaiah 6:1-13  
 
     The prophet’s ministry was launched in the year that King Uzziah died, the very period in 
which the utter disintegration of the nation began. Of course, the LORD knew the significance of 
the historical change that was taking place. He knew the desperate need of the people for a 
prophet who would courageously stand before them and proclaim the Word of the living LORD. 
To this end, Isaiah was being called. He was to minister to a nation that was declining, marching 
ever so rapidly down the spiral of utter disintegration and ruin. The people were given over to 
greed and covetousness, indulgence and drunkenness, lies and deception, pride and arrogance, 
and the mockery and persecution of the righteous. In fact, throughout Isaiah’s entire ministry he 
faced a people with perverted values, a people who called evil good and good evil.  
 
     Sadly, the society of his day turned away from the LORD and to false gods and false worship. 
The people were given over to sin and wickedness. Facing the death of King Uzziah and the 
resulting shift in government, Isaiah felt a desperate need to seek the face of the LORD. As 
always, when any genuine believer seeks the LORD, the LORD meets the believer’s need. In 
Isaiah’s case, the LORD gave him a very special vision of Himself. Isaiah actually saw the LORD 
sitting on the throne of God, high and exalted in the heavenly temple. Through this encounter 
with the LORD, Isaiah was set apart for the very special ministry to which he was being called. 
This is, The Call of God’s Prophet, Isaiah: Three Elements Necessary to Serve God, Isaiah 
6:1-13. 

1. A vision of the LORD (vv.1-4). 
2. A conviction of unworthiness: all are sinners and need 

cleansing (vv.5-7). 
3. A surrender to the LORD, to His call and commission (vv.8-13). 

 
3. (Isaiah 6:8-13) Surrender, to the LORD’s Call, by Isaiah—Call, of the Lord, 
Surrender to—Commission, of Isaiah—Ministry, of Isaiah—Warning, 
Threefold—Ministry, Difficult, Example: Isaiah surrendered to the LORD’s 
call and commission, an absolute essential in order to serve the LORD.  

 

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Isa+1%3A1-12%3A6
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Isa+6%3A1-13
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Isa+6%3A1-13
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Isa+6%3A1-4
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Isa+6%3A5-7
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Isa+6%3A8-13
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Isa+6%3A8-13
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Isaiah 6:8-13 (NASB)  
8 “Then I heard the voice of the Lord, saying, “Whom shall I send, and who 
will go for Us?” Then I said, “Here am I. Send me!”  
9 He said, "Go, and tell this people: 'Keep on listening, but do not perceive; 
Keep on looking, but do not understand.'  
10 Render the hearts of this people insensitive, Their ears dull, And their eyes 
dim, Otherwise they might see with their eyes, Hear with their ears, 
Understand with their hearts, And return and be healed."  
11 Then I said, “Lord, how long?” And He answered, “Until cities are 
devastated and without inhabitant, Houses are without people And the land 
is utterly desolate,  
12 The LORD has removed men far away, And the forsaken places are many 
in the midst of the land.  
13 Yet there will be a tenth portion in it, And it will again be subject to 
burning, Like a terebinth or an oak Whose stump remains when it is felled. 
The holy seed is its stump.”  

 
     A person must first hear God’s call and then respond favorably before he can truly serve the 
LORD. This was true of Isaiah, and it is true of every genuine believer, but especially the 
ministers and teachers of God’s Word. 
 
     1. Isaiah heard God’s call and responded favorably (v.8).  

Isaiah 6:8 (NASB)  
8 “Then I heard the voice of the Lord, saying, “Whom shall I send, and who 
will go for Us?” Then I said, “Here am I. Send me!”  

 
     As soon as Isaiah had been cleansed from his sins, he immediately heard the booming voice 
of the LORD calling for a volunteer to go forth to minister to His people. Without hesitation—not 
leaving time for the seraphim or anyone else to respond—Isaiah courageously offered himself: 
“Here am I! Send me.”  
 
     Having been forgiven his sins and sensing deeply that the LORD accepted him, Isaiah was 
filled with joy and thanksgiving. Therefore, with no reservation, Isaiah leapt at the opportunity to 
serve his LORD.  
 
His immediate surrender reveals… 

1. a spirit of readiness, both a desire and a willingness to serve the LORD  
2. a spirit of resolve, a determination to go and bear witness despite the 

difficulties  
3. a spirit of trust, leaving the success and results up to the LORD  

 
     Unlike so many who hesitate or even reject God’s call, Isaiah readily, willingly surrendered to 
serve the LORD. Whereas Moses and Jeremiah both fought against the call of God, Isaiah 
offered himself without reservation or qualification. 
 
 

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Isa+6%3A8
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     2. Isaiah was commissioned by God, instructed to go and issue a threefold warning to 
the people (vv.9-10).  

Isaiah 6:9-10 (NASB)  
9 “He said, “Go, and tell this people: 'Keep on listening, but do not perceive; 
Keep on looking, but do not understand.'  
10 Render the hearts of this people insensitive, Their ears dull, And their eyes 
dim, Otherwise they might see with their eyes, Hear with their ears, 
Understand with their hearts, And return and be healed.”  

 
     First, he was to warn the people about hearing God’s Word but never understanding it. 
Obviously, many of the people were faithful in their worship attendance. They regularly heard 
the Word of God. But their repeated hearing was not leading to understanding.  
 
     Instead of truly listening, their minds were wandering about, focused upon their own affairs 
or problems. They occasionally witnessed God working in the lives of other people, yet they 
never perceived that they themselves needed a work of God in their own hearts. Simply stated, 
when they attended worship service or heard the Word of God being taught, they became sleepy 
eyed, groggy, and inattentive.  
 
     Second, Isaiah was to warn the people against having hard hearts, deaf ears, and blind eyes 
(v.10).  

Isaiah 6:10 (NASB)  
10 Render the hearts of this people insensitive, Their ears dull, And their eyes 
dim, Otherwise they might see with their eyes, Hear with their ears, 
Understand with their hearts, And return and be healed.”  

 
     Repeatedly rejecting the Word of God and His work in their hearts had a terrible impact upon 
the people. It hardened them and rendered them incapable of receiving and responding to God’s 
Word. Time and again the people refused to hear the Word of God. Consequently, the more they 
rejected God’s Word, the harder their hearts became and the more deaf and blind they became.  
 
     Constant resistance resulted in less interest in the LORD. Thus, the people were less able to 
receive Him. They became more and more callous toward God. Note that this experience is so 
common and so tragic that it is quoted six times in the New Testament (Matthew 13:13-15; 
Mark 4:12; Luke 8:10; John 12:40; Acts 28:25-28; Romans 11:8).  

Matthew 13:13-15 (NASB)  
13 “Therefore I speak to them in parables; because while seeing they do not 
see, and while hearing they do not hear, nor do they understand.  
14 In their case the prophecy of Isaiah is being fulfilled, which says, 'YOU 
WILL KEEP ON HEARING, BUT WILL NOT UNDERSTAND; YOU 
WILL KEEP ON SEEING, BUT WILL NOT PERCEIVE;  
15  FOR THE HEART OF THIS PEOPLE HAS BECOME DULL, WITH 
THEIR EARS THEY SCARCELY HEAR, AND THEY HAVE CLOSED 
THEIR EYES, OTHERWISE THEY WOULD SEE WITH THEIR EYES, 

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Isa+6%3A9-10
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Isa+6%3A10
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Mt+13%3A13-15
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Mk+4%3A12
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Lk+8%3A10
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Jn+12%3A40
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Ac+28%3A25-28
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Ro+11%3A8
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HEAR WITH THEIR EARS, AND UNDERSTAND WITH THEIR HEART 
AND RETURN, AND I WOULD HEAL THEM.” 
 
Mark 4:12 (NASB)  
12 “So that WHILE SEEING, THEY MAY SEE AND NOT PERCEIVE, AND 
WHILE HEARING, THEY MAY HEAR AND NOT UNDERSTAND, 
OTHERWISE THEY MIGHT RETURN AND BE FORGIVEN.” 
 
Luke 8:10 (NASB)  
10 “And He said, “To you it has been granted to know the mysteries of the 
kingdom of God, but to the rest it is in parables, so that SEEING THEY 
MAY NOT SEE, AND HEARING THEY MAY NOT UNDERSTAND.” 
 
John 12:40 (NASB)  
40 “HE HAS BLINDED THEIR EYES AND HE HARDENED THEIR 
HEART, SO THAT THEY WOULD NOT SEE WITH THEIR EYES AND 
PERCEIVE WITH THEIR HEART, AND BE CONVERTED AND I HEAL 
THEM.” 
 
Acts 28:25-28 (NASB)  
25 “And when they did not agree with one another, they began leaving after 
Paul had spoken one parting word, “The Holy Spirit rightly spoke through 
Isaiah the prophet to your fathers,  
26 saying, 'GO TO THIS PEOPLE AND SAY, "YOU WILL KEEP ON 
HEARING, BUT WILL NOT UNDERSTAND; AND YOU WILL KEEP ON 
SEEING, BUT WILL NOT PERCEIVE;  
27 FOR THE HEART OF THIS PEOPLE HAS BECOME DULL, AND WITH 
THEIR EARS THEY SCARCELY HEAR, AND THEY HAVE CLOSED 
THEIR EYES; OTHERWISE THEY MIGHT SEE WITH THEIR EYES, 
AND HEAR WITH THEIR EARS, AND UNDERSTAND WITH THEIR 
HEART AND RETURN, AND I WOULD HEAL THEM.” 
28 Therefore let it be known to you that this salvation of God has been sent to 
the Gentiles; they will also listen.”  
 
Romans 11:8 (NASB)  
8 “Just as it is written, “GOD GAVE THEM A SPIRIT OF STUPOR, EYES 
TO SEE NOT AND EARS TO HEAR NOT, DOWN TO THIS VERY DAY.”  

 
     Third, Isaiah was to warn the people against continuing to resist to the point of no return. The 
people could reach a point of never being able to repent, the point of never being able to escape 
the coming judgment (v.10).  

Isaiah 6:10 (NASB)  
10 “Render the hearts of this people insensitive, Their ears dull, And their 
eyes dim, Otherwise they might see with their eyes, Hear with their ears, 
Understand with their hearts, And return and be healed.” 

 

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Isa+6%3A10
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     People must be warned: the LORD is not playing a game with the human race. His Word 
must be taken seriously, not trifled with, ignored, neglected, and certainly not disobeyed. Yet 
despite God’s warnings, history has shown that people do harden themselves toward the LORD 
and His Word. They even deny God’s existence and exalt man as lord over his own destiny. 
These individuals often harden their consciences to the point that they no longer sense conviction 
of wrongdoing. In doing so, they reach a point of ultimate resistance, a point of never being able 
to return to the LORD.  
 
     In other words, a person can become so hardened toward the LORD that he will never repent. 
The result is sad and tragic, for the person will never be able to escape the coming judgment. He 
has doomed himself to spending eternity separated from God. It is not God who deliberately 
hardens the hearts of people, making their ears deaf and their eyes closed. Rather, it is the people 
who continually resist God’s truth. It is the stubbornness of people’s hearts, their repeated refusal 
to hear the Word of God and to surrender their lives to Him that dooms them to never accept the 
wonderful salvation God offers.  
 
 

 


