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The Effectiveness of God’s Way 
 

Exodus 3:1-22 
Exodus 3:1-22 (NASB)  
1 “Now Moses was pasturing the flock of Jethro his father-in-law, the priest of Midian; 
and he led the flock to the west side of the wilderness and came to Horeb, the mountain 
of God.  
2 The angel of the LORD appeared to him in a blazing fire from the midst of a bush; 
and he looked, and behold, the bush was burning with fire, yet the bush was not 
consumed.  
3 So Moses said, “I must turn aside now and see this marvelous sight, why the bush is 
not burned up.”  
4 When the LORD saw that he turned aside to look, God called to him from the midst of 
the bush and said, “Moses, Moses!” And he said, “Here I am.”  
5 Then He said, “Do not come near here; remove your sandals from your feet, for the 
place on which you are standing is holy ground.”  
6 He said also, “I am the God of your father, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and 
the God of Jacob.” Then Moses hid his face, for he was afraid to look at God.  
7 The LORD said, “I have surely seen the affliction of My people who are in Egypt, and 
have given heed to their cry because of their taskmasters, for I am aware of their 
sufferings.”  
8 “So I have come down to deliver them from the power of the Egyptians, and to bring 
them up from that land to a good and spacious land, to a land flowing with milk and 
honey, to the place of the Canaanite and the Hittite and the Amorite and the Perizzite 
and the Hivite and the Jebusite.”  
9 “Now, behold, the cry of the sons of Israel has come to Me; furthermore, I have seen 
the oppression with which the Egyptians are oppressing them.”  
10 “Therefore, come now, and I will send you to Pharaoh, so that you may bring My 
people, the sons of Israel, out of Egypt.”  
11 But Moses said to God, “Who am I, that I should go to Pharaoh, and that I should 
bring the sons of Israel out of Egypt?”  
12 And He said, “Certainly I will be with you, and this shall be the sign to you that it is I 
who have sent you: when you have brought the people out of Egypt, you shall worship 
God at this mountain.”  
13 Then Moses said to God, “Behold, I am going to the sons of Israel, and I will say to 
them, 'The God of your fathers has sent me to you.' Now they may say to me, 'What is 
His name?' What shall I say to them?”  
14 God said to Moses, “I AM WHO I AM”; and He said, “Thus you shall say to the sons 
of Israel, ‘I AM has sent me to you.’”  
15 God, furthermore, said to Moses, “Thus you shall say to the sons of Israel, ‘The 
LORD, the God of your fathers, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of 
Jacob, has sent me to you.’ This is My name forever, and this is My memorial-name to 
all generations.”  
16 “Go and gather the elders of Israel together and say to them, ‘The LORD, the God of 
your fathers, the God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, has appeared to me, saying,’ ‘I am 
indeed concerned about you and what has been done to you in Egypt.’”  
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17 “So I said, I will bring you up out of the affliction of Egypt to the land of the 
Canaanite and the Hittite and the Amorite and the Perizzite and the Hivite and the 
Jebusite, to a land flowing with milk and honey.”  
18 “They will pay heed to what you say; and you with the elders of Israel will come to the 
king of Egypt and you will say to him, ‘The LORD, the God of the Hebrews, has met 
with us. So now, please, let us go a three days' journey into the wilderness, that we may 
sacrifice to the LORD our God.’”  
19 “But I know that the king of Egypt will not permit you to go, except under 
compulsion.”  
20 “So I will stretch out My hand and strike Egypt with all My miracles which I shall do 
in the midst of it; and after that he will let you go.”  
21 “I will grant this people favor in the sight of the Egyptians; and it shall be that when 
you go, you will not go empty-handed.”  
22 “But every woman shall ask of her neighbor and the woman who lives in her house, 
articles of silver and articles of gold, and clothing; and you will put them on your sons 
and daughters. Thus, you will plunder the Egyptians.”  

 
     Yesterday we observed how ineffective Moses’ self-reliant actions were. Today we will see 
what God can do in the life of someone who is fully submitted to Him. If we let Moses’ example 
teach us about the dangers of self-sufficiency and the advantages of depending on the Lord, we’ll 
save ourselves a lot of hardship. 
 
     When we submit to God’s way, He’ll do amazing things in and through our life. Despite past 
failures, Moses was still used in accomplishing the divine plan, but only after he became 
usable—that is, humbled and broken of his self-will. Just consider what God achieved when 
Moses relinquished control. 

• He showed He could do great things through a yielded person. 
• He got more done in less time and with fewer resources. There was no insurrection or 

lengthy war—just a dramatic display of His power. 
• He proved the superiority of His way by freeing over two million people without the loss 

of a single Hebrew life. 
• He sent slaves out of bondage with their captors’ riches (Exodus 3:21-22). 

Exodus 3:21-22 (NASB) 

21 “I will grant this people favor in the sight of the Egyptians; and it shall be that 
when you go, you will not go empty-handed.”  
22 “But every woman shall ask of her neighbor and the woman who lives in her 
house, articles of silver and articles of gold, and clothing; and you will put them on 
your sons and daughters. Thus, you will plunder the Egyptians.” 

• He proved to both the Israelites and the Egyptians that He alone is the God of heaven 
and earth. 

• He received all the glory. 
 
     Our past failures never prevent God’s willingness or ability to use us. In fact, our weakness is 
a great opportunity for the display of His power. In our own strength, we are totally ineffective. 
But when we submit to the Lord’s authority in our life, we can experience His victory in 
whatever He calls us to do. 
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