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Our Missionary Assignment 
Acts 13:1-4 

Acts 13:1-4 (NASB)  
1 “Now there were at Antioch, in the church that was there, prophets and teachers: 
Barnabas, and Simeon who was called Niger, and Lucius of Cyrene, and Manaen who 
had been brought up with Herod the tetrarch, and Saul.  
2 While they were ministering to the Lord and fasting, the Holy Spirit said, "Set apart 
for Me Barnabas and Saul for the work to which I have called them."  
3 Then, when they had fasted and prayed and laid their hands on them, they sent them 
away.  
4 So, being sent out by the Holy Spirit, they went down to Seleucia and from there they 
sailed to Cyprus.”  

 
     To understand God’s view of mission work, we can look at today’s passage. Paul and 
Barnabas set the standard when they obeyed God’s call to go forth. The local body of 
believers—those left behind to share Jesus Christ with neighbors and friends—equipped the men 
for their journey. They did so for the same reasons that apply today: 
 
      The spiritual condition of mankind. Romans 1:21-32 describes this sinful world. 
Unchecked sin leads people down a slippery slope toward a depraved conscience and, ultimately, 
a darkened mind that cannot perceive what is right. Every unbelieving person is sliding on that 
treacherous path. 

Romans 1:21-32 (NASB)  
21 “For even though they knew God, they did not honor Him as God or give thanks, but 
they became futile in their speculations, and their foolish heart was darkened.  
22 Professing to be wise, they became fools,  
23 and exchanged the glory of the incorruptible God for an image in the form of 
corruptible man and of birds and four-footed animals and crawling creatures.  
24 Therefore God gave them over in the lusts of their hearts to impurity, so that their 
bodies would be dishonored among them.  
25 For they exchanged the truth of God for a lie, and worshiped and served the creature 
rather than the Creator, who is blessed forever. Amen.  
26 For this reason God gave them over to degrading passions; for their women 
exchanged the natural function for that which is unnatural,  
27 and in the same way also the men abandoned the natural function of the woman and 
burned in their desire toward one another, men with men committing indecent acts and 
receiving in their own persons the due penalty of their error.  
28 And just as they did not see fit to acknowledge God any longer, God gave them over 
to a depraved mind, to do those things which are not proper,  
29 being filled with all unrighteousness, wickedness, greed, evil; full of envy, murder, 
strife, deceit, malice; they are gossips,  
30 slanderers, haters of God, insolent, arrogant, boastful, inventors of evil, disobedient to 
parents,  
31 without understanding, untrustworthy, unloving, unmerciful; 
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32 and although they know the ordinance of God, that those who practice such things 
are worthy of death, they not only do the same, but also give hearty approval to those 
who practice them.”  

 
     God’s spiritual provision. Responding with grace to mankind’s plight, the Father sent His 
Son to save the world. On the cross, Christ bore the sin of every person—living, no longer alive, 
and yet to be born. The offer of salvation is for all; God’s grace is blind to race, creed, and color 
(Romans 10:12). All who believe in Jesus are forgiven of their sin, and they’ll spend eternity 
with Him. 

Romans 10:12 (NASB)  
12 “For there is no distinction between Jew and Greek; for the same Lord is Lord of all, 
abounding in riches for all who call on Him.” 

 
     The commission from Jesus Christ. Acts 1:8 says that we receive the Holy Spirit, so we 
may bear effective witness to those who need salvation. Notice that we don’t simply begin at 
home and work steadily outward. People everywhere are waiting for the good news. The Word is 
to be carried far and fast. 

Acts 1:8 (NASB)  
8 “But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be 
My witnesses both in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and even to the 
remotest part of the earth.” 

 
      The purpose of the church is to worship and witness. Some will go, and some will send, but 
all are called to the work of spreading the gospel. This is not a suggestion; it is a command 
(Matthew 28:19). Believers living in God’s will are all to be involved in missionary work. 

Matthew 28:19 (NASB)  
19 “Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the 
Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit.” 
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